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'5l Biing thifirft chapter of the eighth book. 

m TP ^ ^ Hiftory muft now look a little backwards to 
I X thgfe circam (lances, which led to the catailro*- 
i pbe mentioned at the end of the lafl book. 

^j When Amelia went out in the morning, fhe left 
her children to the careof her-hiilband. In this ami- 
able office he had been engaged near an hour ; and 
.was at that very time lying aiong on the floor ; and 
bis little things crawling and playing about him, 
when a moH violent knock was heard at the door ; and 
immediately a foot2nan,'f uncling, up flairs, acquainted 
bim, that his lady was taken violently. ill, and carried 
into Mrs. Chei^evix's toy- (liop. 
^ Booth T^>{Qonw heard thif; account, which was de- 
lir^red w]tb;,gr^t appearanceof hafte and earncftnefs, 
^ he leapt fuddenly -from the fk)or ; and leaving 
bis children rqiaring..at the tiaw.s of their mother's ilt 
wfs, in ftri£l charge with his maid, he ran as fail as 
bis legs could carry iiim .to the pTace ; or towards the 
I pUce rather: for, before he arrived at the' (hop, a 

.l\ ^ptlenian ftopt hkn .;fuU butt, crving, ' Captain, 

'» ' whither fo fall? 'w^Bqoth anfwered eagerly, * Who- 

* ever you are, friend, don't alk me any queftions 

* now.*— « Yott mull- pardon me ! captain,' anfwer- 
cd the gentleman ; ' mc ; but I have a little buii- 

* ncfs with your honour — In ftiort, captain, I have 
' / a.fmall warrant here in my pocket jlj^^a'wx^ >^c>\xt 

"i Vol. XL £ M\\ixvo\xv, 



2 AMELIA. Book VI 

• « honour, at the fuit of one Dr. Harrifon.* ' Y 

• are a bailiifFthen,' fays Booth. ' I am an officer, £ 
anfwcred the other.—' Well, fir, it is in vain to cc 

• tend,* cries Booth ; * but let me be^ you will p 

* mit me only to Hep to Mrs. Chenevix*s — I will ; 

* tend you, upon my honour, wherever you pleaf 

* but my wife lies violently ill there.' — * O, for tl 

• matter,' anfwered the bailiff, * you may fet yc 

* heart at eafe. Your lady, I hope, is very well. 
' a/Ture you, Ihe is not there ; you will excufe n 

* captain, thefe are only ftratagems of war. Bd 

* and 'virtus, quis in a hofisfs equirit P^^-^* Sir, II: 

* nour your learning,' cries Booth, * and could ; 

* moft kifs you for what you tell me. I aflure yc 

• I would forgive you five hundred arrefls for fuch 
' piece of news. Well, fir, and whither am I to 

* with you ? ' — ' O, any where ; where your hone 
' pleafes,' cries the Ijailiff. * Then fuppofe we go 

• Brown's coffee- houfe,^ faid the prifoncr. ' Ni 
anfwered the bailiff', ' that will not do ; that's 

• the verge of the court.' * Why then, to the near 

• tavern,' faid Booth. ' No, not to a tavern,' cr: 
the other, * that is not a place of fecurity ; and yi 

* know, captain, your honour is a (hy cock; I ha 

• been after your honour thefe three months— Com 

• fir, you muil go to my houfe, if you pleafe.' * Wi 

• all my heart,' anfwered Booth, * if it be any wh( 
' hereabouts.' O, it is but a little ways off,' repli 
the bailiff; ' it is only in Gray's-Inn-Lane, juft 

' almoff.' He then called a coach, and deiired 1 
prifoncl- to walk in. 

Booth entered the coach without any refiflam 
which had he been inclined to make, he muff ha 
plainly perceived would have been ineffedlual, as t 
bailiff appeared to have feveral followers at han 
two of whom, befide the commander in chief, mour 
«d with him into the coach. As Booth was a fwe< 
tempered man, as well as fomewhat of a philofoph< 
he behaved with all the good humour imaginab! 
and, indeed, with more than his companions ; wl 
however, /hewed him ^hat they call civility, thar; 
thay jirithcr Uruck him -nor {ml m W iit^t. 
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Chap. I. AMELIA. 3 

Notwithftaading the pleafantry which Booth en- 

Idcavoured to prelcrve, he in reality envied every la- 
bourer whom he faw pafs by him in his way. Thr. 
charms of liberty againft his will rufliedon his mind ; 
I tod he could not avoid fuggefling to himfelf, how 
much more happy was the pooreft wretch^ who with- 
out con troul could repair to his homely habi ration » 
and to his family; compared to him, who was thu.s 
i violently, and yet lawfully, torn away from the com- 
pany of his wife and childfren. And their condition, 
cfpecially that of his Amelia, gave his heart many a 
fcvere and bitter pang. 

At length he arrived at the bailifi^'s manfion, and 
was nfliered into a room, in which were fcveral per- 
fens. Booth defired to be alone ; upon which the 
hailiff waited on him up flairs, into an apartment, 
the windows of which were well fortified with iron 
bars ; but the walls had not the Icafl outwork raifed 
before them ; they were, indeed, what is general!/ 
aJled naked, the bricks having been only covered 
.with a thin plaifler^ ^hich in many places was moul- 
dered away. 

The firfi demand made upon Booth was for coach- 
hire, which amounted to two ihillings, according to 
the bailiff's account ; that being juft double the legal 
&re. He was then afked if he did not chufe a bowl 
of punch ; to which » he having anfwcred in the ne- 
pave, the bailiff* replied, ' Nay, fir, jufl as you 
* * pleafe. I don*t afk you to drink, if you don't 
' chafe it ; but certainly you know the cuflom ; the 
' honfe is full of prifoners, and I can't afford gentle- 
' men a room to themfelves for nothing.' 
Booth prefencly took this hint, indeed it was a 

5|retty broad one, and told the bailiff, he fhould not 
craple to pay him his price; but in fadt, he never 
<hank nnlefs at his meals. ' As to that, fir,' cries 
the bailiff, ' it is jufl as your honour pleafes. I 
' fcorn to impofe upon any gentleman in misfor-r 
' tones: I wifh you well out of them, for my part. 
' Your honour can tak^ nothing amifs of me, I only 
' does my duty, what I am bound to do \ and ^ voa 
B 2 * lvj% 



A AMELIA. Book^ 

-^ fays you don*t care to drink any thing, what 
* you be pleafed to have for dinner ? ' 

Booth then complied in befpeaking a difh of n 
and told the bailiff, he would drink a bottle with 
after dinner. He then ^efired the favour of pen, 
and paper, and a mefTenger 5 all which were imm 
.ately procured him, the bailiff tellihg him he m 

• /end wherever he pleafed, and repeating his con 
for Booth's misfortunes, and a hearty deiire to {a 
end of them. 

* The mefTenger was jult difpatched with the le 
when, who ihould arrive but honeft Atkinfon ? 
ibldier of the guards, bolonging to the fame com] 
xvith the ferjeant, and who had known Booth at 
braltar, had feen the arrefl, and heard the order 
.yen to the coachrnan. This fellow accidentally n 
ing Atkinfon^ had acquainted him 'with the w 
affair. 

At tjie appearance of Atkinfon, joy immedij 
©verfpread the countenance of Booth. The cere 
nials which pad between them are unneceflary t< 
repeated. Atkinfon was foon difpatched to the a 
ney, and to Mrs. Ellifon, as the reader hath b< 
lieard from his own mouth. 

JBooth now greatly lamented that he had writ U 
wife. He thought (he might have been acq uai 

- .lyith the affair better by the ferjeant. Booth bcj 
him, however, to do every thing in his power to i 
fort her, to affure her that he was in pcrfedi healtb 
good fpiritS) and to lefTen as much as poifible 
-con tern, which he knew fhe would have at rea 
his letter. 

The ferjeant, however, as the reader hath i 
i)rought himfelf the firfl account of the arreft. Ini 
the other meffenger did not arrive till a full hoo 
tcrwards. This was not owing to any flownefs of 
hut to many previous errands which he was to 
cutft before the delivery of the letter : for, nott 
jftanding the earned defire which the bailiff haii 
clared to fee Booth out of hi$ troubles, he had onj 
the porter, who was his follower, to call upoii 

/)r three other bailiffs, and ^ m^ixi^ ^xx^^sKcisa 
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try to load his prifoner with as many adlibns ao poi^ 
fiblc. 

H«re the reader may be apt to conclude, that the 
bailiff, inileacl of being a friend, was really an enemy 
to poor Booth;- bnt^^Q fadlj he was not (o. His dc- 
fire was no more than to aecumulate bail bonds; for 
the bailiff was reckoned ai> heneil and good fort of 
nan in his way, and had no more malice againii the 
bodies in his cuflody, than a butcher hath to thofe in- 
his ; and as the latter, when he takes his knife in hand, 
hath no idea but of the joints into which he is 
to cut the carcaie ; fo the former, when he handles 
bis writ, hath no other deiign but to cut out the body 
into as many bail bonds as poflible. As to the life of* 
the animal, or the liberty of the man, they are 
'fhoiights which never obtrude themfelves on either. 

CHAP. II. 
,^ataining an account of Mr* 'Booih.^ sfelUzv-fuJerers, 

BEFORE we return to Amelia, we mud detain 
our reader a little longer with Mr. Booth, in the 

TiBflodyofMr. Bondnmthe bailifF> who now inform-- 

I «d hii prifoner, that he wa^ welcome to the liberty of 
fte honfe with the other gentlemen. 

, Booth aiked who thofe gentlemen were. * One of 
,' them, fir,' fays Mr. Bondum, * is a very great write;- 
••or author, as they call him — He hath' been here 
' thefc five weeks, at the fuit of a bookfeller, for 

|.' eleven pound odd money ; but he expeds to be diC- 

* charged in a day or two : for he hath writ out the- 

* debt. He is now writing for hvQ or fiy book fellers, 
'.and he will get you fometimes, when he fits to it, 

' a matter of fifteen fhillings a day. For he is a very- 
good pen, they fay; but is apt to be idle. Some 

'days he won't write above five hours; but at other 
times I have known him at it above fixteen.' 
Ay ! ' cries Booth, * Pray, what are hisprodudlions? 

—What doth he write?' Why fometimes,' an- 
fwered Bofldum, * he writes your hiftory baoW% {c»t 

•your aumbca, and /bmetimes ygut vwfcs, ^qut 
B 3. • i^Q^m^, 



6 AMELIA. BookVU 

* poems, what do you call them ? and then again h 

* writes news for your news papers.' — ' Ay, indeed 
' he is a moft extraordinary man truly— How doth I 

* get his news here ? '— ' Why he makes it^ as 1 

* doth your parliament (peeches for your Magaaine 
'* He reads them to us fometimes over a bowl < 

* punch.— To be fare it is all one as if one was i 

* the parliament houfe — It is about liberty and fttx 
' dom, and about the conftitution of England. I fa 

* nothing for my part, for I will keep my neck out < 
' a halter ; but faith, he makes it out plainly to flu 
' that all matters are not as they (hould be. I am a 
' for liberty, for my part.* ' Is that fo confiftci 

* with your calling? ' cries Booth. * I thought, m 

* friend, you had lived by depriving men of their li 
' berty.' « That's another matter,' cries the bailif 

* that's all according to law, and in the way of bo 

* iinefs. To be fure, men muft be obliged to pa 

* their debts, or elfe there would be an end of evei 

* thing.' Booth deiired the bailiff to give him hi 
^opinion of liberty. Upon which, he hefitated 

"moment, and then cried out, ' O, it is a fine thin| 

* it is a very fine thing, and the conftitution of Eac 

* land.' Boc-sS told him, that by thie old conftkttfio 
of England, he had heard that men could not b 
arreted for debt ; to which the bailiiF anfwered 
that muft have been in very bad times. * Becaufe a 
' why, fays he, would it not be the hardeft x\At 

* in the world if a man could not arreft another for 
^ juil and lawful debt ? befides, fir, you muft be mij 

* taken : for, how could that ever be ! is not libert 
' the conftitution of England? well, and iz not til 

* conftitution, as a man may fay,— — whereby tk 

* conftitution, that is the law and liberty, and d 

* that ' . 

V Booth had a little mercy upon the poor bailil 

when he fo;jnd him rounding in this manner, «b 
told him he had made the matter vtvy clear. Boot 
then proceeded to enquire after the other gentlemcB 
his fellows in afRi6lion ; upon which, Bondum K 
^oaiiircd him that one of the prifoners was a poor M 
tow. ' He calls KiinfcUagtTvtUmakti; twi^Q\id.\«st 
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* bat I am fare I never Cslw any thing genteel by him. 
.' In a week that he hath been in - my houfe^ he hath 
' drank only part of one bottle of wine. I iriteiui to 

* carry him to Newgate within a day or two, if h^ 
' cannot find bail, which, I fuppofe, he will not be 

* able- to do : for erery body fays, he is an undonr- 
'. msB. He hath ran oat all he hath by loiTes in bufi- 

* nefi, and one way or other ; and he hath a wife and 
' feven children.— -Here was the whole family here 
' the other day, all howling together. I never {zw 
^ fach a -beggarly crew ; i was almoft afiiamcd to i'ee 
' them in my houfe. I thought they feemed fitter for 
^Bridewell than any other place. To be fure, I do 
' not reckon him as proper company for fuch a.s yoi!« 
^ fir; but there is another prifoner in the houie that 

* I dare fay yoa will like very much. He is, indeed » 
*' very much of a gentleman, and fpends his money 

* like one. I have had him only three days, and I 
' am afraid he won't flay much longer. They lay, 
' indeed, he is a gamefler ; but what is that to me or 

* any one, as long as a man appears as a gcQileman ? 

* I always love to fpeak by people as I find. And, ia 

* my opinion, he is fit company for the greauit Ly-d 
^ia the land; for he hath very good deaths, ari 

* money enough. He is not here for debt, but apoj 

* * jttdgc*s warrant for an a/Fault and battery ; for 

* the tipftaflF locks up here.* 

The bailifiF was thus haranguing, when he was in* 
terrupted by the arrival of the attorney, whom the 
tmfty feijeanthad, with the utmoft expcdirion, found 
oot, and difpatched to the relief of his dif:rcfu:d 
^end. But oefore we proceed any further with the 
captain, we will return to poor Amelia, for whom, 
confidering the fituation in which we left her, rhe 
good-natured reader may be, perhaps, in no fmaii de- 
gree folicitous. 
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CHAP. III. 
Centainipg/ome extraordinary beba*viouritt itfri. Eilifon* 

THE ferjeant being departed to convey Mrs. 
Ellifon to the ^captain^ . his wife went to fetch 
Amelia's children to fheir mother. 

Amelia's concern for the diflreiTes of her huihaad 
was aggravated at the fight of her children. * Good 
' Heavens ! *- ihe cried, * what will, what can, becomo* 

* of thefe poor little wretches \ why have I produced' 

* thefe little creatures only to give them a fhare of 
' poverty and miferjr ! ' At which words (he em- 
braced them eagerly m her arms, and bedewed them 
both with her tears. 

The childrens eyes foon overflowed as fail as their 
mother's^ though neither of them knew the caufe of 
her affiiftion. The little boy, who was the elder, 
and much the iharper of the two, imputed the ago- 
nies of his mother to her illnefs, according to the ac- 
count brought to his father in his prefence. 

When Amelia became acquainted with the child's 
apprehenfions, fhe foon fatished him that flie was in 
a perfed^'ilate of health ; at which the little thing ex- 
prefled great fatisfaftion, and faid, he was glad ihe 
was well again. — Amelia told him (he had not been 
in the leaft difordered. — Upon which, the innocent 
cried out, ' La I how can people tell fuch fibs \ a, ^reat 

* tall man told my papa you was. taken very ill at 

* Mrs. fomebody's (hop ; and my poor papa pre- 

* fently ran down ftairs, I was afraid he would havc^ 

* broke his neck, to come to you.' 

* O the villains,' cries Mrs. Atkinfon, * what a 

* (Irataeem was here to take away your hulband ! * 

* Take away ! ' anfwered the child — * What, hath 
' any body taken away papa ? — Sure that naughty 

* fibbing man hath not taken away papa ? ' 

Amelia begged Mrs. Atkinfon to fay fomething to < 
her children ; for that her fpirits were overpow- 
ered/. She then threw herfelf into a chair, and gave 
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a fuJl vent to a paffion almoft too ftrong for her de- 
licate confUtution. 

The fcene that followed, during fqme minutes, is 
beyond my ppwer of defcription : I muA beg the rea- 
ders hearts to foffgcft it to themfelves. The children' 
hung on the mother, whom ,^ they endeavoured in vain 
to comfort ; as Mrs. Atkinfon did in vain attempt to 
pacify them, telling them, all would be well, and 
they would foon fee their papa again. 

At length, partly by the perfuafions of Mrs. At- 
kinfoa, partly -from confidefation of her little ones, 
and more, perhaps, from the relief which ihe had ac- 
quired by her tears, Amelia became a little com- 
pofed. 

Nothing worth notice pail in this miferable com- 
pany from thi$ time till the return of Mrs. Ellifon 
from the bailiff's houf(^; and to draw out fccnes of 
wretch«diTe fs^ to too great a length, is a talk very un- 
eafy to the writer, and for which none but readers of 
a moil gloomy complexion will think themfelves ever " 
obliged to his labours. 

.At length, Mrs. Ellifon arrived, and entered the 
room with an air of gaiety, rather mifbccoming the 
occaiion. When (he had featcd herfelf in a chair, (he 
told Amelia that the captain was very well, and in 
good fpirits ; and that he earbeftly Jefired her to 
keep up hers. * Come, madam,* faid fhe, * don't 
*• be difconfolate ; I hope we (hall foon be able to gee 
'him out of his troubles. The debts, indeed, amount 
' to more than 1 expedled ; however, ways may be 
' found to redeem him. He mull own himfelf guilty 
' of fome ra(hnefs in going out of the verge, when he 

• knew to what he was liable ; but that is now not to 

* be remedied. If he had followed my advice, this 

• had not happened ; but men will be head-Hrong.* 

' I cannot hear this,' cries Amelia; * (hall I hear 
' that bed of creatures blamed for his tendernefs 

* tome?' 

• ^yell, I will not blame him,' anfwered Mrs. 
Ellifon, * I am.fure I propofe nothing but to ferve 
' him : and if you will do as much to fcrve him your- 
' felf, he will not long be a prifotver,* 

B 5 * \^^t^' 
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/ I do/^ cries Amelia; ' Oh Heavens! is there a 

* thing upon earth—* 

* Yes; there is a thing upon earth/ faid Mrs. Elli- 
fon, * and a very eatfy thing too. — ^And yet 1 will 

* venture my life, you ftart when I propofe it. And 

* yet when I confider that you are a woman of under- 

* (landing, I know not why I- (hould think fo ; for 

* fure you muft have too much good fenfe to imagine 

* that you can cry your hufband out of prifon. If 

* this would have done, I fee yen have aknofl cried 

* your eyes out already. And yet you may do the bu- 

* iinefs by a much pleafanter way than by crying and 

* bawling.* 

^ ' What- do you mean, madam I' cries Amelia.— 

* For my part, I cannot guefs your meaning, 

' Before I tell you then, madam,* anfwered Mrs. 

* EUiibn, * I muft inform you, if you do not already 

* know it, that the captain is charged with adlions to 

* the anjiount of near five hundred pound. I am fure 

* I would willingly be his bail ; but I know my bail 
' would not be taken for that fum. You muft confi- 
' der, therefore, madam, what chance yoi: have of 

* redeeming him ; unlefs you chufe, as perhaps fome 

* wives would, that heftiould lieall his life in prifon.* 
At thefe words, Amelia difchaiged a fhower of 

tears, and gave every mark of the moft frantic grief. 

* Why there now,* cries Mrs. EUifon, * while 

* you will indulge thefe extravagant paffions, how 

* can you be capable of liftening to the voice of rea- 

* fon ^ 1 know I am a fool in concerning myfelf thus 

* with the affairs of others. I know the thanklefs of- 

* fice I undertake ; and yet I love you fo, my dear 

* Mrs. Booth, that I cannot bear to fee you afflided, 
' and I would comfort you, if you woufd fulFer me. 

* Let me beg you to make your mind eafy ; and with- 

* in thefe two days, I will engage to fet your hun)and 

* at liberty, 

* Harkee, child, only behave like a woman of fpirit 

* this evening, and keep your appointment, not- 
* withftanding what hath happened; and. I am con- 
' vinced there is one, who hath the power and th 

i * will CO ferve you.' 
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Mrs. Ellifon fpoke the latter part of her fpeech in a 
whifper; fo that Mrs. Atkinfon, who was then en- 
gaged with the children, might not hear her; but 
Amelia anfwereil aloud, and faid, ' what appoint- 
ment would you have me keep this evening ?* 

*' Nay, nay, if you have forgot,' cries Mrs. Ellifon, 
^ I will tell you more another time ; but come, will 
« yon go home ? my dinner is ready by this time, and 
' yon mall dine with me.' 

* Talk not to me of dinners,* cries Amelia. My 
' flomach is too full already.' 

* Nay, but, dear madam,' anfwered Mrs. Ellifon, 
— *. let me befeech you to go home with me. 1 d(> 

• not care,' fays (he, whifpering, * to fpeak before^ 

• fome folks.' 

* I have no fecret, madam, in the worW,' replied 
Amelia aloud, * which I would not communicate to 

• this lady : for I fhall always acknowledge the high- 

• eft obligations to her for the fecrcts ihe hath im- 

• parted to me.' 

* Madam,' faid Mrs. Ellifon, ' I do not interfere 

• with obligations ; I am glad the lady hath obliged 

• you fo much ; and I wifti all people were equally 

• mindful of obligations. 1 hope, I have omitted no 

• opportunity of endeavouring to oblige Mrs. Booths 

• as well as I have fome other folks.' 

' If by other folks, madam, you mean me,' cries 
Mrs. Atkinfon, ' I confefs, 1 iincerely believe yoa 
' intended the fame obligation to us both : and 1 havj 

• the pleafure to think it is owing to me that this 

• lady is not as much obliged to you as 1 am.' 

* I proteft, madam, I can hardly guefs your mean- 

• ing,' faid Mrs. Ellifon. — ' Do you- really intend to 

• affront me, madam V 

* I intend to preferve innocence and virtue, if it h» 

• in my power, madam,', anfwered the other. * And 

• fare nothing but the moft eager refolution to deftroy 
' it, could ipduce you to mention fuch an appoint- 

• ment at fuch a time/ 

' I did not expedl this treatment from you, m»- 
' dam,' cries Mrs. Ellifon: * Suchlngt2Ltu>3Ldeic<:i>a.V4 
' not have heljcvcd, had it been repotlcdi v> a\t "^ 
' an/ othei\ ' 

B 6 * "^^^^ 
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* Sucli impudence,' anfwered Mrs.^Atkinfon, maft 
« exceed, I think, all belief; but when women once 

* abandon that modelly which is the charadleriftic of 

* their fex, they feldom fee any bounds to their af- 

* furance.* 

* I could not have believed this to have been in hu- 

* man nature,' cries Mrs. Eilifon. ' Is this the wo* 
' man whom I have fed, have cloathed, have fup- 

* ported ? who owes to my charity, and my inter* 
' cefTions, that (he is not at this day deditute of all the 

* neceflaries of life !' 

' I own it all,' anfwered Mrs. Atkinson.—* And 

* I add the favour of a mafquerade ticket to the nafflr 
' ber. Could I have thought, madam, that yoa 

* would, before my face, have afked another lady to 
' go to the fame place with the fame man I — But I alk 

* yonr pardon, I impute rather more siTurance to yon 
^ than you aie miltrefs of-— ^You have endeavoured to 

* keep the aflignation a fecret from me ; and it was 

* by mere accident only that I difcovered it; unlefs 

* threre are fome guardian angels, that in general pro- 

* tedl innocence and virtue, though I may fay I have 

* not always found them fo watchful.' 

* Indeed, madam,' faid Mrs. Eilifon, ' you are not 
' worth my anfwer, nor will I flay a moment longer 

* with fuch a perfon.— So, Mrs. Booth, you have 
« your choice, madam, whether you will go with me, 

* or remain in the company of this lady.' 

* U fo, madam,' anfwered Mrs. Booth, * I (hall 

* not be long in determining to Hay where 1 am.' 
Mrs. Eilifon then, calling .a look of great ihdigna- 

tion at bpth the ladies, made a ihort fpeech full of in- 
vefiives againil Mrs. Atkinfon, and not without ob« 
lique hints of ingratitude againft poor Amelia; after 
which, ihe burfl out of the room, and out of the houfe ; 
and made halle to her own home, in a condition of 
mind, to which fortune without guilt cannot, I be- 
lieve, reduce any one. 

Indeed, how much the fuperiority of mifery is oi^ 
the fide of wicked nefs, may appear to every reader 
who will compare the prefent £tuation of Amelia 
with that^of Mrs. EUlfon. Fottuac had attacked thi 
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fbcmer with almoft the highefl degree of her malice. 
She was involved in a fcene of moil exquifite diHrefs^ 
and her hufband, her principal comfort, torn violently 
from her arms ; yet her forrow, however exquilite, 
.was all.foft and tender; nor was ihe without many 
confolatioxis. Her cafe, however hard, was not abfo- 
lutely. deipcrate ;^ for {carce any condition of fortune 
can be fo« Art and induflry, chance and friends, 
have often relieved the. moft dilireii circumllances, ^nd 
converted them into opulence. In all thefo. ihe had 
hopes on. this £de. the grav^«. and gerfe^. virtue and ^ 
innocence gave her the flronged afluranc^ on th^ 
othen. Whereas, in the bofom of Mrs. Ellifon all 
was florm and temped ; ang^r, revenge, fear, and- 
pride, like (o many raging furies, poffeiled her mind* 
and tortured her with difappointment and fliame. Lofi 
of reputation, which is gcDcrally irreparable, was to 
be her lot; lofs.of friends is of this the certain coafe- 
qn^njce ; . all on this fide the gra\4e appeared dreary 
and comf9xtlefs^ and* endlefs mifery on the other^, 
cIo(ed the gloomy pro^edl. 

Hence^ my worthy reader, . confole thyfdf, that, 
however few of the other good things of life are thy. 
lot ; the bed of all things, which is innocence, i& aU 
ways within thy own power; ai\d though .fortune 
may make thee often unhappy, (he can never make 
thee completely and .irreparably miferable without thy. 
own content. 

C H A P. IV. 

Containing, among many^ matters^ the exemplary heha'vL'- 
our of Colonel James, 

WHEN Mrs. Ellifon was departed, Mrs. At- 
l^infon began to apply all her art to footh and 
comfort Amelia ; but was prefendy prevented by her,: 
' I am aihamed, dear madam,' faid Amelia, 'of 
' having indulged my .affiidlion {6 much at your ex- 
'- ]}ence. The iuddennefs of the occafion is my only - 

* excufe; for had I had time to fummon my refolution 

* %9my affiilajQcej I hope I am xav&i^fe oi mw^ '^^^- 
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* ence than you have hitherto feen me exert. I knonr, 
' madam, in my unwarrantable excefles, I have been 
' guilty of many tranfgreffions. Firft, againft that 

* divine will and pleafure, without whofe permifEos 
' at leafl, no human accident can happen; in the 
' next place, madam, if aiur thing can aggravate fack 
' a fault, I have tranfgreiled the laws of friendfliip, 
^ as well as decency, in throwing upon you fome part 
' of the load of my grief; and again, I have i|tined 

* againft common fenie, which fhonld teach me, in- 
^ ftead of weakly and heavily lamenting mv misfbr- 

* tunes, to roufe all my fpints to remove them. In 

* this light, I am ihocked at my own folly, and am 
'' refolved to leave my children under your care, and 
'* go diredlly to my hufband. I may comfort him. I 
'may aflifl him. I may relieve him. There is no- 
' thing now too difficult for me to undertake.' 

Mrs. Atkinfon greatly approved and complimented 
her friend on all the former part of her fpeech, except 
what related to herfelf, on which fhe fpoke very a- 
villy, and I believe with great truth ; but as to her 
determination of going to her hufband, fhe endea- 
voured to diifuade her, at leail fhe begged her to defer 
it for the prefent, and till the ferjeant returned home» 
She then reminded Amelia that it was now pafl live 
in the afternoon, and that fhe had not taken any re- 
frefhment but a difh of tea the whole day, and defired 
fhe would give her leave to procure her a chick, or 
any thing fhe liked better, for her dinner. 

Amelia thanked her friend, and faid, fhe would 
fit down with her to whatever fhe pleafed ; ' but, if 
' I do not eat,' faid fhe, * I would not have you im- 

* pute it to any thing but want of appetite : for I af- 
< fure you, all things are equally indifferent to me. I 
' am more foHdtous about thefe poor little things, 

* who have not been ufed to faft fo long. Heaven 
•■ knows what may hereafter be their fate.* 

Mrs. Atkinfon bid her hope the beft, and then re- 
commended the children to the care of her maid. 

And now arrived a fervant from Mrs. James, with 
an invitaylon to Captain Booth and his lady, to dine 
mth tSe colonel the day after \Iixt i«iii. 1\a* ^XiuVjt 
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perplexed Amelia; but after a fhort confideration fhe 
difpatched an anfwer to Mrs. James, in which ihe 
concifely informed her of what had happened. 

The honeft ferjeant> who had been on his legs zU 
moft the whole day, now returned, and brought Ame- 
lia a ihort letter from her hufband ; in which he gave 
her the moft folemn aflurances of his health and fpi- 
rits, and begged her^ with great earneilnefs, to take 
care to prefer ve her own ; which, if (he did, he faid 
he had no doubt but that they fhould fhortly be happy. 
He added fomething of hopes from my lord, with 
which Mrs. EUifon had amufed him ; and which 
ferved only to deftrov the comfort that Amelia received 
from the reft of his letter. 

Whilft Amelia, the ferjeant and his lady were en- 
gaged in a cold collation, for which purpofe a cold 
chick was procured from the tavern for the ladies^ 
and two pound of cold beef for the ferjeant; a violent 
knocking was heard at the door, and prefently after- 
wards Colonel James entered the room. After pro- 
per compliments had paft> the colonel told Amelia, 
that her letter was brought to Mrs. James while they 
were at table, and that on her (hewing it him, he had 
immeBiately rofe up, made an apology to his company, 
and took a chair to her. He fpoke to her with great 
tendernefs on the occafion, and defired her to make 
herfelf cafy ; affunng her, that he would leave no- 
thing in his power undone to krve her hufband. He 
then gave her an invitation, in his wife's name, to his 
own houfe^ in the moft pre(fing manner. 

Amelia returned him very hearty thanks for all his 
kind offers; but begged to decline that of an apart- 
nient in his houfe. She faid, .as (he could not leave 
her children, fo neither could (he think of bringing 
(ttch a trouble with her into his family ; and though 
the colonel gave her many afTurances that her children 
aj well as herfelf would be very welcome to Mrs. 
James, and even betook himfelf to entreaties, (he ftill 
perfiiled obdinately in her refufal. 
In real truth, Amelia had taken a vafl afFe^ion for 
L Mrs. Aikinfon, of the comfort of whofc com^^iiv^ ^-^ 
I could aot besur to be deprived in her 4\toefc\ tvox xo 

er^0civcv%<6 
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exchange it for that of Mrs. James, to whom ihe had 
lately conceived no little diflike. 

The ccJonel, when he found he could not prevail 
with Amelia to accept his invitation, defifted from 
any further folicitiitions. He then took a bank-bill 
-of iifty. pounds from his pocket-book, and faid— 
'• Y*)u will pardon me, dear madam, if I chufe toim- 

* pute your refufal of my houfe, rather to a diflike of 

* my wife, who I will not pretend to be the moft 
** agreeable of v/omen (all men,* faid he fighing; 

* have not Captain Booth's fortune,) than to any aver- 
' fion or anger to me. I muft inlift upon it therefore', 

* to make your prefent habitation as eafy to you as 

* poflible. — I hope, madam,, you will not deny me 

* this happincfs ; I beg. you will honour me with^tbe 

* acceptance of this trifle, / He then put the note into 
' her hand, and declared that the honour of touching 

* it w^as worth a hundred times that fum.' 

* I'proteft, Golonel James,' cried Ameliii blufliing,. 
^ 1 know not what, to do or fay, your goodnefs fo 

* greatly confounds me. Can I, who am fo well ac- 

* quainted with the many great obligations Mft- 
' Booth already hath, to your generoilty, confent that 

* you fhould add more to a debt we never can pay ?*"-^ 
The colonel ftopt her fliort, protefting that fl* 

mifplaccd the obligation: for that, if to confer thfe- 
higheft happinefs was to oblige, he was obliged to her 
acceptance; * And I do affure you, madam,' faid he,. 
' if this trifling fum, or a much larger, can contribute 
** to your eafe, I ftiall conflder myfelf as the happieft 
' man upon earth, in being able to fupply itj and 

* you, madam, my greateil benefactor in receive 

* ing it.' 

Amelia then put the note in her pocket; andthfcy 
entered into a converfation, in whichr many civit 
things were faid on both fides; but what was chiefly 
worth remark was, that Amelia had almofl her huf- 
band conflantly in her mouth, and the colonel nevet 
mentioned him : the former feemed deflrous to lay aU 
obligations, as much as poflible, to the account oC 
lier hulband; and the latter endeavoured wi(h the uti> 

moft 
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noft delicacy to infinuate that her happinefs was the 
main and indeed only point which he had in view. 

Amelia had made no doubt, at the colonel's firft 
appearance^ but that he intended to go diredly to her 
huiband. When he dropt therefore a hint of his in- 
tention to vifit him next morning, fhc appeared vifi- 
bly fhocked at the delay. The colonel perceiving 
thij, faid,. * However inconvenient it may be; yet, 

* madam, if it will oblige you, or if you defire it, I 
^ will' even go to-night.* Amelia anfwered, * My 
' hufband would be far from deftring to derive any good 

* from your inconvenience ; but if you put it to me. If 

* mud be excufed for faying, I defire nothing more 
' in the world than to fend him fo great a comfort as 
' I know he will receive from the prefence of fuch a^ 

* friend.' * Then tbihewyou, madam,' cries the co- 
lonel, ' that 1 defire nothing more in the world thanr 

* to give you pleafure, I will go. to him immedi* 

* acely.* 

Amelia; then bethonght hcrfelf of the ferjcant, and 
told the colonel, his old acquaintance Atkinibn, whom 
he had known at Gibraltar, was then in the houfe» 
*nd would condud him to the place. ' The ferjeaot 
was immediately called in, paid his refpe^b to the co- 
lonely and was acknowledged by hire. They both im- 
miediately fet forward, Amelia to the utmoft of her 
power preffing their departure. 

Mrs. Atkinfon now returned to Amelia, and was- 
by her acquainted with the colonel's late generofity :; 
for her heart fo boiled over with gratitude, that flie 
could not conceal the ebullition. Amelia likewife 
gave her friend a full narrative of the colonel's former 
behaviour and friendfhip to her huiband, as wel^ 
abroad as in England ; and ended with declaring, 
that (he believed him to be the moft generous man 
upon earth. 

Mrs. Atkinfon agreed with Amelia's conclufion, 
and faid ihc was glad to hear there was any fuch man. 
They then proceeded with the children to the tea > ta- 
ble, where panegyric, and not fcandal, was the topic 
of their converfation ; and of this panegyric tha colo- 
nel wa5 the fabjedl ; both the ladies k^xsuxv^ to via 
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with each other in celebrating the praiTes of his good* 
nefs. 

CHAP. V. 
Comments upon authors. 

HAVING left Amelia in as comfortable a fitoa- 
tion as could poffibly be expe^led^ her iniBie- 
diate diftrefies relieved^ and her heart filled with 
great hopes from the friendihip of the colonel ; we 
will now return to Booths who, when the attorney 
and feijeant had left him> received a vifit from that * 
great author of whom honourable mention is made ift 
our fecond chapter. 

Booth, as the reader ma^ be pleafed to remember, 
was a pretty good mailer of the claffics : for his father^ 
though he defigned his fon for the army, "did not 
think it neceffary to breed him up a blockhead. He 
did not, |)erhaps, imagine that a competent (hare of 
Latin ana Greek would make his fon either a pedaat 
or a coward. He confidered likewife, jptrobably, that 
the^life of a foldier is in general a life or idlenefa ; aad 
Blight think that the fpare hoars of an officer ift coao^ ' 
try^ quarters would be as well employed with a book» 
as in fauntering about the Greets, loitering in a co£fee>» ' 
honfe, fotting in a tavern, or in laying fchcmes to 
debauch and ruin a fett of harmlefs ignorant country 
girls. 

As Booth was therefore what might well be called, 
in this age at leaft, a num of learning, he began to 
difconrfe our author on fubjedb of literature. * I 

* think, fir,' fays he, ' that Dodor Swift hath beea 

* generally allowed by the critics in this kingdom, to 
' be the greateft mafter of humour that ever wrote. 

* Indeed, I allow him to have pofTeiTed moft admira- 
' ble talents of this kind ; and if Rabelais was his 
f mailer, i think he proves the truth of the common 

* Greek proverb— That the fcholar is often fuperior 
' to the mailer. As to Cervantes, I do not think we 

* can make any jnft comparifon ; for though Mr. Pope 
' compUmaiu him with ibmcdDi«& taldn^Cervanteaf 
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ferious air.'—*' I remember the paflage/ cries the 
author: 

• Oh thou, whatever title pleafe thine ear, 
' Dean, D rapier, BickerllafFor Gulliver; 

• Whether you take Cervantes*. ferious air, 

< Or laugh' and fhake in Rabelais' eafy chair.' 

' You are .right, fir,' faid Booth ; ' but though I 

* ihould agree that the doflor hath fometimes conde- 
' fcended to imitate Rabelais, I do not remember to 

* have feen in his works the lead attempt in the man- 
' ner of Cervantes. But there is one in his own way, 
' and whom I am convinced he fludied above all 

* others ■ ' ■ You guefs, I believe, I am going to 

* nameLucian. 'This author, I fay, I am convinced 

* he followed : but I think he followed him at a 

* diftance ; as, to fay the truth, every other writer 
' of this kind hath done in mj opinion : for 
' none, I think, hath yet equalled him. I agree, 
'indeed, entirely with Mr. Moile, in his Difcourfe 

* on the age of the^ Philopatris, when he give* 
' him the epithet of tfie incomjmrable Lucian ; and 
' iafompavable^ I believe, he will remain as long ar 
' thelangnage in which he wrote fhall endure. What 

* an inimitable piece of humour is his Cock — ' I 

* remember it very well,' cries the author, • his flory 
' of a Cock and a Bull is excellent.' Booth ftared at 
this, and aiked the author what he meant by the 
Bull ? * Nay,* anfwered he, * I don't know very* 

* well upon my foul. It is *a long time iince I read 
' him. I learnt him all over at fclu>ol, I have not read 

* him much fince. And pray, iir,' faid he, ' how do 

* you like his Pharfalia? don't you think Mr. Rowe's 

* tranflation a very £ne one ?' Booth replied, ' I 
' believe we are talking of different authors. The 
' Pharfalia, which Mr. ^owe tranflated, was written 

* by Lucan ; but I have been fpeaking of Lucian, a 

* Greek writer, and, in my opinion, the greateil in 
' the humourous way, that ever the world produced.' 

' Ay I' cries the author, * he was indeed fo, a very ^ 

* excellent writer indeed. I fancy a u^xA^Ucixi ^i 
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* him would fell very well.' * I do not know, in- 

* deed,' cries Booth. * A good tranflation of him 
' would be a valuable book* I have feen a wretckecf 
' one pubiiihed by Mr. Dryden, but tranflated by 
' others, who in many places have mifanderftood I^u- 

* Clan's meaning, and have no where prcitrved thtf 

* fpirit of the original,' • That is great pity/ Tays 
the author. * Pray, fir, is he well tranflated into 
•French?' Booth anfwered, he could not tell; bit' 
that he doubted it very much, having never feen a 
good verfion into that language, out of the Greeb'^ 

* To confefs the truth, I believe/ faid he, * the 

* French tranflators have generally confulted the Lt«- 
^ tin only; which, in fome of the few Greek writers 

* I have read, is tolerably bad. And as the Engliih 
' tranflators, for the moft part, purfue the French^ 

* we may eafily guefs, what fpirit thofe copies of bad 
' copies muft prefer ve of the original.' ' 

• ' Egad,, you are a fhrewd gueffer,* cries the author. 

* i am glad the bookfellers have not your fagacity. 
*' But how fhould it be otherwife, confidering the 

* price they pay by. the iheet ? The Greek, you will' 
' allow, is a hard language ; and there are few gen- 
^ tlemen that write^ who can read it without a %9^' 
*■ lexicon. Now, fir, if we were to afford time to* 

* find out the true meaning of words, a gentleman* 

* would not get bread and cheefe by his work. If 
' one was to be paid>. indeed, as Mr. Pope was for 

* his Homer.— Pray, fir, don't you think that the* 

* beft tranflation in- the world ? * 

* Indeed, fir,* cries Booth, ' I think, though it 

* is certainly a noble paraphrafe, and of itfelf a fine* 
^ poem, yet, in fome places, it is no tranflation at 

* all. In the very beginning, for inftance, he hatk 

* not rendered the true fbrce of the author. Homer. 

* invokes his Mufe in the five firfl lines of the Iliad ;■ 
*• and, at the end of the fifth,, he gives his reafon ; 

' A/6f /' \Tthu{\o g«AJf. 

** For all thefe things,' fays he, * were brought 

* ahoac hy the decree of Jupiter •, and, therefore, he- 
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' foppofes their true fources are known only to the 

' deities. Now> the tranflation takes no more no- 

' tice of the AF., than if no ftfch word had been there/ 

* Very poffibly,' anfwered the author ; * it is a 

* long time fince I read the originaL Perhaps, then, 

* he followed the French tranflations. I obferve, ia- 

* deed, he talks much in the notes of Madam Dacier, 
^ and Moafieur Euflathius,* 

Booth had now received convid\ion enough of his 
friend's knowledge of the Greek language; without 
attempting, therefore, to fet him right, he made a 
fudden tranfition to the Latin. *,Pray fir,' faid he, 

* as you have mentioned Rowe's tranflation of the 
' Pharfalia, do you remember, how he hath rendered 
' that paiTage in the charader of Cato ? 



Veneris que huic maximus ufus 



Progenies ; urbi Pater efi^ urbique Maritus. 

* For I apprehend that pafTage is generally mifunder- 

* flood.' 

' J really do not remember,* anfwered the author.— 
' Pray fir, what do you take to be the meaning ? * 

' I apprehend, fir,* replied Booth, * that, by thefe 
' words, Urhi Pater eft, Urbique Maritus, Cato is re- 

* prefented as the father and hufband to the city of 
' Rome.' 

' \try true, fir,' cries the author; * very fine, in- 

* deed. — Not only the father of his country, but the 

* hufband too ; very noble, truly.' 

* Pardon me, fir,' cries Booth, * I do not conceive 
*' that to have been Lucan's meaning. If you pleafe 

* to obferve the context : Lucan,. having cominend- 

* cd the temperance of Cato, in the inflances of 

* diet and clotnes, proceeds to venereal pleafures ; of 

* which, fays the poet, his principal ufe was pro- 

* creation : then he adds, Urbi pater eft, Urbique Ma- 

* ritus ; that he became a father and a hufband, for 

* the fake only of the city.' 

* Upon my word, that's true,' cries the author; * I 
' did not think of it. It is much finer thacv tU^otK^^ 
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-^Urbis Pater f/?— what istthe other ?-*ty-^ C/r^i; 

Maritus. — It is certainly as you fay, iir.' 

Booth was, by this, prettv well fatisficd of the aa- 

lor's profound learning ; nowever, he was willing 

3 try him a little further. He afked him, therefore, 

/hat was his opinion of Lucan in ^general, and in 

/^hat clafs of writers he ranked him. 

The author flared a little at this queftion ; and, af- 
ter fome hefitation, anfwered, • Certainly, ftr, I 

* think he is a fine writer, and a very great poet.* 

' I am very much of the fame opinion,' cries Booth ; 
' but where do you clafs him, next to what poet do 

* you place him ? ' 

' Let me fee,' cries the author, * where do I clafs 

* him ! next to whom do I place him ! — Ay !— why ! 
« —why, pray, where do you yourfelf place him ? * 

* Why, furely,' cries Booth, * if he is not to be 

* placed in. the firft rank, with Homer, and Virgil, 

* and Milton — I think clearly, he is at the head of 
' thefecond; before either Suti us, or Silins Italicus. 

* —Though I allow to each of thefe their merits ; 
' but, perhaps, an epic poem was beyond the geniu 

* of either. I own, I have often thought, if Static 

* had ventured no farther than Ovid or Claudian, \ 
« would have fuccceded better : for his Sylvan are, 

* my opinion, much better than his Thebais.* 

* I believe, I was of the fame opinion formerl 
faid the author. 

* And for what reafon have you altered it ? ' c 
Booth. 

' I have not altered it,' anfwered the author ; -* ' 

* to tell you the truth, I have not any opinion a 

* aboQt thefe matters at prefent. I do not trouble 

* head much with poetry : for there is no encou? 

* ment to fuch (Indies in this age. It is true 

* deed, I have now and then wrote a poem or tv 
« the Magazines ; but 1 never intend to writ 
' more : for a gentleman is not paid for his tim 
' (heet is a (heet with the bookfellers ; and, w 
' it be in profe or verfe, they make no diffe 

- • thourh certainly there is as much different 
' £eailem&n in the work, as iliere U to ^ \x^^ 
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tween making a plaiki and a laced fuit. ^ Rhimes are 
difficalt thii^; they are jftubbom things^ fir. I 
have been fometimes longer in tagging a couplet, 
than I have been in writing a fpeech on the fide of 
the oppofition, which hath been read with great ap« 
plaufe all over the kingdom.' 
' I am glad you are ^leafed to confirm thttt,* cries 

(ooth : ' for I proteft^ it was an entire fecret to me 
till this day. I was fo perfectly ignorant, that I 
thought the fpeeches, publiihed iii the Magazines, 
were really made by the members themfelves.' 
' Some of them, and I believe I may, without 
vanity, fay, the beft,' cries the author, * are all 
the production of my own pen ; but, I believe, I 
ihall leave it off foon, unlefs a fheet of fpeech will 
fetch more than, it does at prefent. In truth, the 
romance-writing is the only branch of our bufinefs 

' now, that is worth following. Goods of that fort 
have had fo much fuccefs lately in the market, that 
a bookfeller fcarce cares what he bids for them. 
And it is certainly the eafieft work in the world ; 
you may write it almofl as faft as you can fet pen to 

'paper ; and if you interlard it with a little fcandal^ 
a little abufe on fome living charaders of note, yoa 
cannot fail of fuccefs.' 

* Upon fny word, fir,* cries Booth, * you have 
greatly infiruded me. I could not have imagined, 
there had been fo much regularity in the trade of 
writing, as you are pleafed to mention ; by what I 
can perceive, the pen and ink is likely to become 
the ftaple commodity of the kingdom.' 

* Alas ! fir,* anfwered the author, * it is over- 
fiocked. — The market is over- flocked. There is 
no encouragement to merit, no patrons. I have 
been thefe five years foliciting a fubfcription for my 
new tranilation of Ovid's Meramorphofes, with notes 
explanatory, hiftorical, and critical ; and I have 
fcarce collefted ^vc hundred names yet.^ 

The mention of this tranfiation a little furprifed 
Booth ; not only as the author had jufl declared his 
intentions to forfake the tuneful Mufes ; bat for ^Qtciit 
Dthcr reafoujf, ndiuch-he had coUc&^ £tom\i\^ww^ 
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verfatlon with our author^ he little expe6^ed to hear of 
« propofal to tranflate any of the Latin poets. He 
proceeded^ therefore, to catechife him a little fiu>- 
ther ; and by his anfwers was fully fatisfied, that he 
had the very fanne acquaintance with Ovid, that he 
had appeared to have with Lucan. 

The author then pulled out a bundle of papers, 
containing propofals for his fubfcriptiqn, and receipts; 
and addreffing himfelf to Booth, faid, * Though the 

* place in which we meet, fir, is an improper place ta 

* folicit favours of this kind ; yet, perhaps^ it may be 

* in your power to ferve me, if you will charge your 

* pockets with fome of thefe.' Booth was juft oik> 

* ing at an excufe, when the bailiff introduced Qdo- 
ficl James, and the ferjeant. 

The unexpected vifit of a beloved friend to a mai 
in afftidion, e/j^ecially in Mr. Booth's fituation, is » 
comfort which can fcarce be equalled ; not barely j 
from the hopes of relief, or.redrefs, by his afHftance { ; 
but as it is an evidence of iincere friendihip, whick ] 
fcarce admits of any doubt or fufpicion. Such an in* i 
iiaace doth, indeed, make a man amends for all ordi- ' 
nary troubles and diibeHes ; and we ought to think 
ourfelves gainers, by having had fuch an opportunity 
of difcovering, that we are poffefled of one of the mot 
valuable of all human pofTeiiions. 

Booth was fo tranfported at the fight of the coloneU 
that he dropt the propofals which the author had put 
into his hand, and buril forth into the highed pro- 
feffions of gratitude to his friend, who behaved very 
properly on his fide, and faid every thing which be* 
came the mouth of a friend on the occafion. 

It is true, indeed, he feemed not moved equally* 
either with Booth or the ferjeant ; both whofe eye 
watered at the fcene. In truth, the colonel, though 
very generous man, had not the leaft grain of ^endei 
nefs in his difpofition. His mind was formed of thoi 
firm materials, of which nature formerly ham mere 
out the Stoic, and upon which, the forrows of no ma 
living could make an impreilion. A man of this ten 

£er, who doth not much value danger^ wilt fight f( 
e per fen he calls his itieuA •, ^lx^^ \ivt m^u ^iiu hat 
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mt little value for his money will give it him ; but 
uch frieadfhipis never to be abfoluteiy depended on : 
or whenever the favourite paffion interpofes with it, 
t is fare to fubfide and vanifh into air. Whereas^ the 
nan, whofe tender difpofition really feels the miferies 
)f another, will endeavour to relieve them for his 
>wa fake ; and, in fuch a mind, friendfhip will often 
jet the fuperiority over every other paffion. 

But, from whatever motive it fprung, the colonel's 
behaviour to Booth fecmed truly amiable ; and fo it 
ippeared to the author, who took the firil occafion to 
applaud it in a very florid oration ; which the reader, 
ivhen he recol lefts that he was a fpeech-maker by 
profeilion, will not be furprized at ; nor, perhaps, 
will be much more furprized, that he foon after took 
an occafion of clapping a propofal into the colonel's 
hands ; holding at the fame time a receipt very viii- 
blein his own. 

The colonel received both, and gave the author a^ 
guinea in exchange, which was double the fum men- 
tioned in the receipt ; for which the author made a 
low bow, and very politely took his leave, faying, 

* I fuppofe, gentlemen, you may have fome private 
' bufincfs together ; I heartily wifh a fpeedy end to 

* your confinement ; and I congratulate you on th« 
' pofTeffing fo great, fo noble, and fo generous a 
' friend.' . 

C H A P. VI. 

Which inclines rather to fat ire than panegyric. 

TH £ colonel had the curiofity to afk Booth the 
name of the gentleman, who, in the vulgar 
language, had flruck, or taken him in for a guinea, 
with fo much eafe and dexterity. Booth anfwered, he 
did not know his name ; all that he. knew of him was, 
that he was the mofl impudent and illiterate "fellow 
he had ever feen ; and that, by his own account, he 
was the anthor of mofl of the wonderful produdionsbf 
the age. ' Perhaps,' * faid he, * it may look uncha- 
' riuble in me, to bJame you for vomi ^^tvtxc>^\XN % 
Vol, XI. C ^ l^x. 
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' but I .am convinced the fellow hath not the leaftme- 
' rit or capacity; and you have rubfcribed to thexnoft 
-^ horrid irafh that ever was publilhed ! * 

' I care not a farthing what he publiflies,' cries tlie 
colonel. * Heaven forbid, I (hould be obliged to 
« read half the nonfenfe I have fubfcribed to.' 

* But, don't you think,' faid Booth, ' that by fuch 
' indifcriminate encouragement of authors, you do « 

* real mifchief to the fociety? by propagating the 

* fubfcriptions of fuch fellows, people are tired out, 
' and with-hold their contributions to men ofrealme- 
' rit ; and, at the fame time, you are contributing to 

* fill the world, not only with nonfenfe, tut with all 

* the fcurulity, indecency, and pcofanenefs, with 
■* which the aee abounds ; and with which all bad 

* writers fupply the defe<fl of genius.' 

* Pugh ! * crie* the colonel, * I never confider 
-* thefc matters. Good or bad, it is all one to ane;" 

'.but there's an acquaintance of mine, and a ciaAof 

* great wit too, that thinks the worfl the beft, as they 

* are the fureA.to make him laugh.' 

* I aik pardon, fir,' fays the ferjeant ; * but I wiflt 
*^your honour would confidcr your own affairs a lit- 

* tie ; for it grows late in the evening.* 

* The ferjeant fays true,' anfwered the colonel. 

* What is it you intend to do ? ' 

* Faith, colonel, I know not what I fhall do. My 
' affairs feem fo irreparable, that I have been driving 

* them, as much as pofiibly I could, from my mind« 

* If I was to fuffer alone, I think, I could bear them 

* with 'fome philofophy ; but when I confider who 
' arc to be tjie iharers m my fortune -*• the deareft of 
'children; and the beft, the worthieft, and the do- 

* blefl of women. Pardon me, my dear friend ; the 

* fcnfations are above me, they convert me int< 

* woman ; they drive me to defpair, to madnefs.' 

. The colonel advifed him to command himfc 
and tpld him this was not the way to, retrieve 
fortune. ' As to me, my dear Booth,' faid he, *j 
' know, you may command me as far as is tct 

* within my power.' 
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Booth anfvtrered eagerly, that he was To far from 
cxpefting any more favours from the colonel, that he 
had refolved not to let him know any thing of his 
misfortune. ' No, my dear friend,' cries he, ' € am 

* too much obliged to you already ; " and then burft 
into many fervent expreilions of gratitude ; till the 
colonel himfelf itopt him, and begged him to give an 
account of the debt or debts, for which he was de- 
tained in that horrid place. 

Booth anfvvered,^ he could not be very exad ; but 
he feared it was upwards of four hundred pounds. 

*»It is but three hundred pounds, indeed, fir,' Cries 
the ferjeant; * if you can raife three hundred pound*, 

* you are a free man this moment.* 

Booth, who did not apprehend the generous mean- 
iflgof the ferjeant, as well as, I believe, the reader 
will, anfwered, he was miftaken ; that he had com- 
puted his debts, and they amounted to upwards of 
four hundred pounds : nay, that the bailiff had Ihewn 
him writs for above that fum. 

* Whether your debts »are three or four hundred,* 
cries the colonel, * the prefent bulinefs is to give 

* bail only ; and then you will have fome time to try 
. * your friends. I think you might get a company 

* abroad ; and then I would advance the money oi\ 
' the fecurity of half your pay : and, in the mean 

* time, I will be one of your bail with all my heart.' 
While Booth poured forth his gratitude for all 

this kindnefs, the ferjeant ran down ftairs for the bai- 
liff; and fhortly after returned with him into the 
room. ' 

The bailiff, being informed that the colonel ofiered 
to be bail for his prifoner, anfwered a little furly, 

* Well, fir, and who will be the other ? you know, I 

* Tappofe, there muft be two ; and 1 muft have time 

* to enquire after them.* 

The colonel replied, * T believe, fir, I am well 

* known to be refponfible for a much larger fum than 
*'your demand on this gentleman ; bat if your form* 
' require two, I fuppofe the ferjeant here will do for 

* the other-,* 

C z * \^ox^X 
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' I don't know the ferjeant, nor yoa either, fir/ 
cries Bondum ; ' and if you propofc yourfelves bail 

* for the gentleman, I muft have time to enqoire after 

* you.' 

* You need very little time to enquire after me,* 
fays the colonel ; * for I can fend for feveral of the 

* law, whom I fuppofe you know, to fatis fy you ; but 

* confider, it is very late.' 

' Yes, fir,' anfwered Bondum, ' I do confider it is 

* too late for the captain to be bailed to-night.' 

' What do you mean by too late ? ' cries the colonel. 

* I mean, fir, that I mull fearch the office, and that is 

* now Ihut up : for if my lord mayor and the court of 
* . aldermen would be bound for him, I would not dif- 

* charge him, till I had fearched the office.' 

* How, fir,' cries the colonel, * hath the law of 
' England no more regard for the liberty of the fub- 
' jei^, than to fuiFer fuch fellows as you to detain a 

* man in cuftody for debt, when he can give undeni- 

* able fccurity r ' 

* Don't fellow me,' faid the bailifi^, ' I am as good a 
« fcllo was yourfelf, I believe, though you have that 

* ribband in your hat there.' 

' * Do you know syho you are fpeaking to? ' faid the 
ferjeant. * Do you know you are talking ^o a colonel 
< of the army? ' 

* What's a colonel of the army to me 1 ' cries 

the bailiff. ' I have had as good as he in my cuf- 

* tody before now.' 

« And a member of parliament,'— cries tht 

ferjeant. 

* li. the gentleman a member of parliament? — 
« Well, and what harm have 1 faid — I am fure, I meant 
« no harm, and if his honour is oft'ondcd, I alk his 

* pardon ; to be lure, his honour muft know that the 
« IherifFis aiifwerable fur all the writs in the office, 

* though they were never fo many, and I am anfwer- 

* able to the flierifF. 1 am fure the captain can't fay 

* that I have fhewn him any manner of incivility fince 
« he hath been here.— And I hope, honourable fir/ 
fries he, turning to the colonel, * you don't take 

' an/ thing amifs that 1 (aid, or mtwvx. \>^ viv «* 
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* difrefpeft, or any fuch matter. I did not, indeed, ' 

* as the gentleman here fays, know who I was fpeafc- 

* ing to ; bat I did not fay any thing uncivil as' I 

* know of, and I hope no offence' 

The colonel was more eafily pacified than might 
have been expc>5led, and told the bailiff that if it was 
again ft the rales of law to difcharge Mr, Booth that 
evening, he muft be contented. He then addreflcd 
himfelf to his friend, and began to prefcribe comfort 
and patience to him ; faying, he mull refl faiisfied 
with his confinement that night, and the next morning 
ke prOmifed to vifit him again. 

Booth anfwered, that as for himfelf, the lying on©^ 
night in any place was very little worth his regard. 

* You arnd I, my dear friend, have both fpent our 

* evening in a worfe fituation than I (hall in this houfc. 

* All my concern is for my poor Amelia, whofe fuf- 

* ferings on account of my abfence I know, and I fVel 

* with unfpeakable tendernefs. Col^ld I be affured 

* ihc was tolerably cafy, 1 could be contented in chains 

* or in a dungeon.* 

* Give yourfelf no concern on her account,' faid 
the colonel. * I will wait on her myfelf, though I 

* break an engagement for that purpofe, and will 
' give her fuch auurances as I am convinced will make 

* her perfectly eafy.' 

Booth embraced his friend, and weeping over him, 
paid his acknowledgments with tears, for all his good- 
nefs. In words, indeed, he was not able to thank 
kirn ; for gratitude joining with his other paffions al- 
moft choaked him, and flopt his utterance. 

After a fhort fcene,. in which nothing pa ft worth 
recounting, thecolwiel bid his friend good night ; and 
leaving the ferjeant with him, made the beft of his 
way back to Artjelia. 

CHAP. VIL 

Worthy a 'very fericus peruful, 

THE colonel found Amelia fitting very difcon- 
folate with Mrs. Atkinfon. He ewt^x^^ \\v^ 
room with zn air of great gaiety, affuied. ^kixvOi\^ x^cvsvx 
C 3 V^x 
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her hui^band was perfedly well» and that he hoped the 
next day he wouJd again be with her. 

Amelia was a little comforted at this Account ; and 
vented many grateful expreiTions to the colonel, for 
Jiii unparalleled friendihip, as ihe was pleafed to call 
It, Sne could not, however, help giving way iboi» 
ifterto a figh, at the thoughts of her hu(band'« bond- 
age, and declared that night would be the lougeft ihe 
had ever known. 

' This lady, madam/ cries the colonel, ' mn^: 
** endeavour to make it fliorter. And if you will give 

* me leave, I will join in the fame endeavour/ Then 
after fome more confolatory fpeecheS, the coloael at- 
tempted to give a gay turn to the difcourfe ; and faid, 

* I was engaged to have ^ent this evening .difagree« 
^ ably at Rantlagh, with a fett of company I did not 
' like. How vaftly am I obliged to you, dear Mrs* 
' Booth, that I pafs it fo infinitely more to my fatis- 

* faftion ! ' 

* Indeed, colonel,' faid Amelia, * I am convinced 
' that to a mind fo rightly turned as yours, there muft 
' bva much fweeter relifh in the hiehefl offices of 
' friendfhip, than in any pleafures wnich the gmy^ 

* public places can afford.' 

* Upon vny word, madam,' faid the colonel, ' yoo 
' now do me no more than juflice. I have, and always 

* had, the utmoft indifference for fuch pleafures. In- 

* deed, J hardly allov/ them worthy of that name, or, 

* if they are fo at all, it is in a very low degree. In 

* my opinion, the higheft friendlliip mull always lead* 

* us to the higheil pleafure.* 

Here Amelia entered into a long difTertation on 
friendfhip, in which fhe pointed feveral times diredtly 
at the colonel as the hero of her tale. 

The colonel highly applauded all her fentiments ; 
and when he could not avoid taking the compliment to 
himfelf, he received it with a mod refpeAful bow. He 
then tried his hand likewife at defcription, in which 
he found means to repay all Amelia's panegyric in 
kind. This though he did with all polFible delicacy, 
yet a curious obfcrver might have beea apt to fufpe^ 

thaf 
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that it was chiefly on her account that the colonel had 
avoided the mafquerade. 

In difcoarfe^ of this kind they paft the evening, 
till it was very late, the colonel never offering to ftir 
from his chair before the clock had ttruck one ; when 
he thought, perhaps, that decency obliged him to tak'e 
his kave. 

As (bon as he Was gone, Mrs. Atkinfon faid to Mri, - 
Booth, ' I think, madanr, you told m^ this afternoorf, 

* that the colottcl was married i*^ 
Amelia anfwered, fhe did fo.- 

' I think, likewife, madam^,* faid Mrs» Atkinfoit, 
' you was acquainted with the colonel's lady.' 

Amelia anfwered, that- (he had been extremely in- 
timate with her abroad. 

* Is (he young, and handfome ? ' faid Mrs. Atkinfon :' 
' In. ihort, pray, was it a match of love or conveni- 

* encc I* 

Amelia anfwered, entirely of love, fhe believed, oh ' 
his fide : for that the lady had little or no fortune. 

* I am very glad to hear it,' faid Mrs. Atkinfon :' 

* For I am fure the colonel is in love with fomebody. 

* I think, X never fawa more lufcious pi dure of iove 
' drawn than thar which he was pleafed to give us, - 
' as the portraiture of friendfhip. I have read, in- 

' deed, of Pylades and Oreftes, Damon and Pythias, 

* and- other great friends of old; nay, I fometimes 
' flatter myfelf thati am capable of being afriena noy- 

* felf; but as for that fins, foft, tender, delicate" 
' paflion, which he was pleafed to defcribe, I am i 

' vinced there mull go a he and a Ihe to tne lO :. ^. 

* fition.J 

' Upon my word, my dear, you are miftakcn,' cries - 
Amelia. * If you had known the friendfhip which 

* hath' always fubfifted between the colonel and my 
' hufl>and, you would not' imagine it poffible for any 

* defcription to exceed it. Nay, I think his behaviour 

* this very day is fufficient to convince you.' 

* I own what he hath done to-day hath great merit,* 
faid Mrs. Atkinfon ; ' and yet, from what he hath 
*'faid to-night ———You will pardoa m«, d^^x tcft.- 

C 4 • ^-^Tsv V^ 
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* dam ; perhaps I am too quick-iighted in my obfer- 
' vations, nay, I am afraid I am even impertinent.' 

* Fie upon it,' cries Amelia, ' how can you talk in 

* that flrain ? do you imagine I exped ceremooy; 
' Pray fpeak what you think with the utmoft 

* freedom.' 

' Did he not then,' faid Mrs. Atkinfon, * repeat 

* the words, the Jineji ivoman in the luorldy more than 

* once ? did he not make ufe of an expreifion which 

* might have become the mouth of Oroondates him- 

* felf? —If I remember, the words were ihefe. 
** That had he been Alexander the Great, he (hould 
*' have thought it more glory to have wiped off a tear 
** from the bright &ytz of Statira, than to have con* 
'' quered fifty worlds." 

* Did he fay fo? ' cries Ameliar ' I think he 

* did fay fomcihing like it ; but my thoughts were i^ 

* full of my hufband, that I took little notice. But 

* what would you infer from what he faid ? I hope you 
■ don't think he is in love with me I ' 

' I hope he doth not think fo himfelf,' anfwered 
Mrs. Atkinfon ; * though when he mentioned the 

* l)nght eyes of Statira, he fixed his own eyes oa 

* yours with the moft languifhing air lever beheld.* 

' Amelia w^s going to anfwer, when the fcrjeant ar- 
rived, and then fhe immediately fell to enquiring af- 
ter her huiband ; and received fuch fatisfadlory an- 
fwers to all her many queftions concerning him, that 
fhe expreiTed great pleafurc. Thefe ideas fo poffeiTed 
iier mind, that without once calling her thoughts oa 
any other matters, ihe took her leave of the ferjeant 
and his lady, and repaired to bed to her children, in 
a room which Mrs. Atkinfon had provided her in the 
fame houfe ; where we will at prefent wiih her a go^d 
night. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Conjifting of gra've matters. 

HIL E innocence and chearful hope, in fpit 
of the malice of fortune, clofed the eyes c 
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' the gentle Amelia, on her homely bed, and fhe enjoyed 
a fweet and profound fleep ; the colonel lay reftlefs all 
nigjit on his down ; his mind was affeded with a kind 
of ague fit; fometimes fcorched np with flaming de- 
fires, and again chilled with the coldeft defpair. 

Thierc is a time, I think, according to one* of our 
poets. When luft arid en^yjleep. This, 1 fuppoTe', is» 
when they are well gorged with the food they moft de- 
light in ; but while either of thefe are hungry. 

Nor poppy, nor mandragora. 

Nor all the droufy fyrups of the eaft. 

Will ever medicine them to flumber. 

The colonel was, at prcfent, unhappily tormented 
by both thefe fiends, iiis laft evening's converfation 
with Amelia had done his bufinefs effectually. " The 
mahykind words (he had Ipoken to him, the many kind, 
looks fhe had given him, as being, Ihe conceived, the 
friend and prelerver of her hufhand, had made an en- ' 
tire conqueft of his heart.. Thus, the very love which 
fhe bore him,, as the perfon to whom her little family 
were to owe their prcfervation and happinefs^, infpired- 
him with thoughts of finking them all in the ]o\Vefl 
abyfs of ruin and mifery ; and while ftie fmiled with 
all her fweetnafs on the fuppofed friend of her huf- 
band,. fhe was converting that friend into his roo^l 
bitter enemy. 

Friendfhip, take heed ; if woman interfere,. 
Be fure the hour of thy deftru£lion*s near. 

Thefe are the. lines of Vanbrugh ; and the fen ti- 
incnt is better than the poetry. To fny the truth, as- 
a handfome wife is the caufe and ceir.ent of manv 
felfe friend (hips, (he is often too liable to dellroy \he' 
real ones. 

Thus the objefl of the colonel's luft very plainly ap^ - 
pears ; but the iDhje£l of his envy may be more difficult- 
to difcover. Nature and fortune h4d feemcd to itrivc- 
with a kind of rivallhip, which Ihould beilow moft orv 
C 5 \W 
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the colonel. The former had given hira pcrfon^ parts, 
and conftitution, in all which he was fopcrior to al- ' 
mod every other man. The latter had given him 
rank in life, and riches, both in a very eminent de- 
gree* Whom then (hould this happy man envy ? here, 
leil a^mbition fhould miflead the, reader to fearch the 
palaces of the great, we will dired him at once to 
Gray'^.Inn-Lane ; where, in a miferable bed, in a 
miferable room, he will fee a miferable broken Uea- 
tenant, ih a miferable condition, with feveral heavy 
debts on his back, and without a penny in his pocket. 
This, and 'no other, was the objedl of the colonePs 
envy. And why ? becaufe this wretch was pofTeiTed 
of ;the affeflions of a poor little lamb ; which all the 
vaft flocks that were within the power and reach of 
the colonel, could not prevent that glutton's longing 
for. And fure this image of the lamb is not impro- 
perly adduced on this occafion : for what was the co- 
lonel's deiire but to lead this poor lamb, as it were, 
to the flaughter, in order to purchafe a feaft of a few 
days by her final deflrudlion, and to tear her away 
from the arms of one where flic was fure of being 
fondlied and carefTed all the days of her life. 

While the colonel was agitated with thefe thoughts, 
his greateft comfort was, that Amelia and Booth were 
now feparated, and his greateft terror was of their 
coming again together. From wifhes ther^ore he 
began to meditate defigns y and fo far was he from any 
inrention of procuring the liberty of his friend, that 
he began to form fchcmes of prolonging his confine- 
ment, till he could procure fome means of fending 
him away far from her; in which cafe he doubted not 
bat of fucceeding in all he deilred. 

He was forming this plan in his mind, when a fer-- 
vant informed him, that one ferjeant Atkinfon defired 
to fpeak with his honour. The ferjeant was.immedi«- 
ately admitted, and acquainted the colonel, that if he 
pleafed to go and become bail for Mr. Soothe another 
unexceptionable houfe-keeper would be there to jo' 
with him. This perfon the ferjeant had procured t 
morning, and had, by leave of his wife, given hii 
bond of i/jdcmnificalibn for the purpofe. 

2 
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The colonel did not feem fo elated l^ith this news 
as Atkinfon cxpefted. On the contrary, inftead oF 
making a dircit anfwer to what Atkinfon faid, the 
colonel be^an thos: ' I think, feijeant, Mr. Booth 
' hath told me that yoa was foftcr-brother to hts 
*■ lady. She U really a charming woman, and it is a 
' thoqfand pities ihe ihouki ever have been placed ia 

* the dreadful (ituation (he is now in. • There is no- 

* thing fo filly as for fubaltern officers of the army to 
^ marry, unFefs where they meet with women of very 
' gr^at fortunes indeed. What can be the event oT 

* their marrying otherwife, but entailing mifery and 
' begg^ary on their wives and their pofterity V 

' Ah! fir!* cries the ferjeant, ■* It is too late to • 

* think of thofe matters now. To be fure, my lady 

* might have married one of the top gentlemen in the ' 
*- -coantry : for Ihe is certairtlj' one of the beft, as well 

' as one of the handfomeft women in the kingdom ; 

* and if (he had been fairly dealt by, would have had 
' a very great forttine i»to the bargain. Indeed fhe 

* is worthy of the g pea teft prince irt the world ; and if 

* I had been thegreateft prince in the world, I fhould 

* have thought myfelf happy with -fuch a wife ; bat 

* Ihe was pleafed to like the lieutenant, and certainly 
'there can be *no happineis in marriage without' 

* liking.' 

* Lookee, fcrjeant,' faid the colonel, ' you kno^ 
' very well that I hm the^lieutenant's friend. I think - 

* 'I have fliewn myfelf fo.* 

' Irtdeed, your honour hath,' quoth the ferjeant, 
' more than once, to my knowledge.' 

' But I am angry with him for his imprudence, 

* greatly angry with him for his imprudence ; and 

* the more fo, as it affedls a lady of fo much worth.* 

' She is, indeed, a lady of the higheft worth,* cried 
the lerjeant. ' Poor dear lady ! I knew her, an't 

* pleafe your honour, from her infancy ; and the 

* fweeteft- tempered, beft-natured lady fhe is, that 

* ever trod on Englifh ground, I have always loved 
' her as if fiie was my own fitter. — Nay, fhe hath very 

' x>ften called me brother; and I have taken iv to be ' 
C 6 * ^^x^^SsJt^ 
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' a greater honour than if I was to be called a genera 

* officer.' 

' V/hat pity it is,' faid the colonel, * that this 

.' worthy creature ihould be expofed to fo much mi- 

* fery by the thoughtlefs behaviour of a man, who, 
' thcugh I ani his friend, I cannot help faying, hath 
' been guilty of imprudence, at lealL Why couldhc 
' not live upon i ib half- pay ? what had he to do to 

* run himfclf into debt in this outrageous manner?' 

' I wi{h indeed,' cries the ferjeant, * he had been 
' a little more confiderative; but, I hope, this will be 

* a warning to him.' 

' How am I fure of that,' anfwered the colonel; 

* or what reafon is there toexpedl it? cctravagance is 

* a vice of which men are not fo cafily cured. I 

* have thought a great deal of this matter, Mr. fer- 

* jeant; and upon the mod mature dclibeiation, I am 

* of opinion, that it will be bette: both for him and 

* his poor lady, that he ihould fmart a little more.' 

* Your honour, ^r, to be fure is in the rigljt,' re- 
plied the ferjeant ; * but yet, lir, if you will pardon 

* me for fpeaking, I hope you will be pleafcd to con- 

* fider my poor lady's cafe. She fufters, all this 

* while, as much or more than the lieutenant; fori 

* know her fo well, that 1 am certain (he will never 
' have a moment's eafe till her hufband is out of con* 

* £nem€nt.' 

* I know women better than you, ferjeant,' cries 
the colonel : * they fometimes place their afFcttions 

* on a huiband, as children do on their nurfe;^but 

* they are both to be weaned, 1 know you, ferjeant, 

* to be a fdlovv of fenfe as well as fpirit, or 1 fhoulc' 

* not Tpeak fo freely to you ; but I took a fancy t 

* you a long time ago, and I intend to fcrve yoy 
' but firft, 1 afk you this queftion, is your attacjmien 

* to Mr. Booih, or to his lady?' 

' Certainly, fir,' faid the ferjeant, ' 1 muft lov 

* my lady bell. Not but I have a great aflVdion f 

* the lieutenant too, becaufe I know my lady h 

* the fame ; and, indeed, he hath been always 

* goo4 to me, as far as was in his power. A li< 
' jfant, your honour knows, c^lu'i do a great c 
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* hat I have always found him my friend upon all 

* occafions/ 

* You fay true,' cries the colonel, * a lieutenant 
' can do hut little ; but I can do much to ferve you, 
' and will too^But let nie afk you one queflion— 

* Who was the lady whom I faw lail night with Mrs» 

* Booth at her lodgings ?' 

Here the ferjeant blufhed, and repeated, * The 
' lady, fir!' 

* Ay, aJady, a woman/ cries the colonel> 'who 
' fupped with us laft night. She looked rather too 
' much like a gentlewoman for the miflrefs of a lodg- 
' ing.houfe.' 

- The ferjeant's cheeks glowed at this compliment to 
his wife, and he was jufl going to own her, when the 
colonel proceeded. ' I think I never faw in my life 

* fo iil-lobking, ily, demure a b ■ , I would give 
' fomething, methinks, to know who (he was.* 

' I don't know, indeed,' cries the ferjeant in great 
confufion. — ' I know nothing about her.* 

* I wilh you would enquire,* faid the colonel, * and 

* let me know her name, and likewife what Ihe is, 

* I have a lirange cnriofity to know, and let me fee 

* you again this evening exadUy at feven.' 

' And will not your honour then go to the lieute- 

* nant this morning?' faid Atkinfon. 

' It is not in my power,' anfwcred the colonel : ' I 

* am engaged another way. Belides, there is no hafte 

* in this affair. If men will be imprudent, theyrauft 

* fuficr the confequences. Come to me at feven, .and 
' bring me all the particulars ycu can concerning that 
' ill-looked jade, 1 mentioned to you ; for I am- re- 

* foivcd to know who ihe is. And fo, good-morrow 

* to you, ferjeant; be affnredl will take an opportu- 

* nity to do fomething for you.' 

Though fome readers may, perhaps, think the ♦fer- 
jeant not unworthy of the freedom with which the co- 
lonel treated him, yet that haughty officer would have 
been very backward to have condefcended to fuch fa- 
miliarity with one of his rank, had he not propo'cd 
fome defign from it. In t;'aih> he began to con . ive 
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Lopes of making the ferjeant inftrumental to his de%tt 
on Amelia ;» in other words, to convert him -into a 
pimp; an office, in which thfe colonel had been fcrvcd 
1^ Atkinfon's betters ; and whkh-, zs he knew it was 
in hfs power very well to reward him, he had no ap- 
prehcf^lion that the ferjeant would decline : -ftn opinion 
which the ferjeant might have-pardoned, thoagh ht had 
never given the- leait- grounds for it, -fmcc thc-tolonel' 
borrowed it from the knowledge of his own-^heart'». 
This diflatcJ to him, that he, ffom a Isad motive, was- 
capable of defirirg to debauch his friend's wife; and* 
the fame heart inlpired him to hope that another, from^ 
another bad motive, might be guilty of the fame breacfi 
of fricndfhip, in affifting him. Few men, I believe,, 
think better of others than of themfelves; nor do they 
eafily allow the exiftence of any virtue of which they 
pc/ceive no traces in their own minds : for which rea- 
fon I have obferved, that it is extremely difficult to 
perfuade a rogue that you* are- an^ honed: man ; nor 
would you ever fucceed in tJic attempt by the flrong* 
eft evidence, was it not for the comfortable <x)ncIu(ion 
which the rogue draws, that he who proves himfelf to 
be honciH proves himfelf to be a fool at. the iknae tiine^ . 

C H A'P. IX. 

jf cHrims chapter, from njuhich a curious reader may drarjx 
fundry ohfer^vationj^ 

THE ferjeant retired from the colonel in a very ■ 
dejcAed (late of mind; in which, however, we 
mud leave him*a while, and return to Amel^ia ;. who» 
as foonas (h« was up^ had difpatched^rs. Atkinfoh: 
to pay. off her former lodgings, .aitd to bring off all * 
cloaths and other moveables. 

The trufty nwifenger returned without performing 
her errand : for Mrs. Ellifon had locked up all iiec 
rooms, and was gone out very early that morning, and 
the fervant knew not whither fhe was gone. 

The two ladies now fat down to brcakfaft, togethei 
with Amelia's two children 5 4lfte^whichJ Amelia de^ 
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clared (he woqM take a coach and viitt her hulband. 
Jo this motion Mrs. Atkinfci? foon agreed;, and of- 
iered to be her com pan ion. ^p"^ fajr truth, Pthiiik it 
was reafonabl^ enough ; nR the great abhorrence 
which- Booth had of feeing his wife in a bailiff's houfe, 
watt perhaps, rather too nice and delicate. 

WJien the ladies were both dreft; and juft going to . 
fend for their vehicle, a great kAocking was heard at 
the door, and prefentiy Mrs. James was ufhered into .. 
the room* 

This vifit was difagreeable enough to Amelia, as it 
detained her from the fight of her hulband, for v^hiclf 
fhe fo eagerly longed. However, as (he had no doubt 
but that the vifit would be reafonably fhort, (he re- 
foli^ed to receive the lady with all the complaifance in 
her power. 

Mrs. James now-behaved herfelf fo very unlike tiiei- 
perfon that (he lately appeared, that it might have 
furprifed any one who doth not know, that befides that 
of a fine^ady, which is all mere art and mummery, 
every fuch woman hath fome real character at the bot- 
tom, in which, whenever nature gets the better of her, 
fhe a£l8. Thus the fineft ladies in the world wilL 
iometimes love, and fometimes fcratch, according to< 
their different natural difpofitions, with great fury and : 
violence, though both of ihefe are equally inconfift- 
enc with a fine lady's artificial character. 

Mrs. James then, was at the bottom a very good- 
natured woman; and the moment (he heard of Ame« 
Ha's misfortuney was fincerely grieved at it. She had 
acqaiefced on the very- firft motion with the colonel's^ 
defign of iftviting herto her houfe; and this morning 
atbreakfall, when he had acquainted her that Amelia 
madefome difficulty in^accepting the-offer, very rea* 
dily undertook to go herfelf and pcrfttadc her friend ta 
accept the invitation. 

She.now prefled fkis matter with^Aicheameilnefsy 
that Amelia^ who was not extremely verfed in tl|e art 
of denying, was hardly able to refufe her importuaity ; 
nothing, indeed, but her affection to Mrs. Atkinfon 
conjd hAve prevailed on her to refufe ; that point, how- 
ever^ ihe WQuld not give up, aud Mrs, 'i^mt^, ^xV^* 
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was contented with a promife, that as foon as their af* 
fairs were fettled, Amelia, with her hufband and &r 
rally, would make her a vifit, and flay (bme tise 
with her in the country, whither flie was foon to retire^ 

Having obtained this promife, Mrs. James, a^ 
xntLXiy very friendly profeflions, took her leave; and 
(lepping into her coach, re-aflumed the fine lady, and 
drove away to join her company at an andiion. 

The moment (he was gone, Mrs. Atkinfon, «4ie 
had left the room upon the approach of Mrs. Jam«» 
returned into it, and was informed by Amelia of all 
that had paft. 

* Pray, madam,' faid Mrs. Atkinfon, * do thii 
' colonel and his lady live, as it is called, well toge- 
.' ther?' 

* If you mean to afk,' cries Amelia, ' whether th^ 
' are a very fond couple, I muft anfwer that I belicTe 

* they are not.' 

* 1 have been told,' fays -Mrs. Atkinfon, 'that 

* there have been inftances of women who have be- 

* come bawds to their own hplbands^ and the hufbands 

* pimps for them.' 

* Fie upon it,' cries Amelia. * I hope there are 

* no fuch people. Indeed, my dear, this is being a 

* little too cenforious.' 

' Call it what you pleafe,' anfwered Mrs. Atkinfon^ 

* it arifes from my love to you, and my fears for your 
' danger. You know the proverb of a burnt child > 
' and if fuch a one hath any good-nature, it will 

* dread the fire, on the account of others as well asoB 
' its own. And if I may fpeak my fentiments freely, 

* I cannot think you will be in fafety at this colond'i 
' houfe.' 

* I cannot but believe your apprehenfions to b< 
" ^ncere,' replied Amelia, * and 1 muft think myfel: 

* obliged to you for them ; but I am convinced yoi 

* are entirely in an error. I look on Colonel Jamei 

* as the moft generous and beft of men. He w;a8 
' friend, and an excellent friend too, to my hufba^ 

* long before I was acquainted with him, and he ' 

* done him a thoWand good ofiices. What do 
' hy of bh behaviour ycllerday V 
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' 1 wifti,' cries Mrs. Atkinfon, * that his behavi. 

* our to-day had been equal. What I am now go- 
' ing to undertake is the moil difagrceable ofiice of 

* friendlhip, but it is a neceffary one. I muft tell yOu 

* therefore what pall this morning between the colo- 
' nel and Mr. Atkinfon ; for though it will hurt you^ 

* you ought, on many accounts, to know it.' Here 
ihe related the wiiole which we have recorded in the 
preceding chapter, and with which the ferjeant had 
acquainted her, while Mrs. James was paying her yifit 
to Ainelia. And as the ferjeant had painted the mat- 
ter rather in ftronger colours than the colonel ; fo Mr?. 
Atkinfon again a little improved on the ferjeant. 
Neither of thefe good people, perhaps, intended to 
aggrayate any circumftance ; but fuch is, I believe, 
the unavoidable confequence of all reports. Mrs. At- 
kinfon, indeed, may be fuppofed not to fee what re- 
lated to James in the moil favourable light, as the 
ferjeant, with more honefty than prudence, had fug- 
geied to his wife, that the colonel had not the kindefl 
opinion of her, and had called her a fly and de- 
mure — ; it is true he omitted ill-looking b — ; two 
.words, which are, perhaps, fuperionto the patience of 
any Job in petticoats that ever lived* He made amends, 
however, by fubflituting fome other phrafes in their 
fcad, not extremely agreeable to a female ear. 

It appeared to Amelia, from Mrs. Atkinfon's rcla- 
^on, that the colonel had grof^ly abufed Booth to the 
ferjeant, and had abfolutely refufed to become his 
kail. Poor Amelia became a pale and motionlcfs lla- 
tne at this account. At length, ftie cried, * If this 

* be true, I and mine are all, indeed, undone. We 

* have no comfort, no hope, no friend left. — I can- 

* not difbelieve you. — X know you would not deceive 
'me? — Why fliould you, indeed, deceive me? But 
' what can have caufed this alteration fince lad night? 
' —Did I fay or do any thing to offend him ? ' 

' You faid, and did rather, I believe, a great deal 

* too much to pleafe him,' anfwered Mrs. Atkinfon* 

* Befides, he is not in the lead offended with you* 
' On the contrary, he faid many kind th\iv^>' — 

' What can my poor love have done V faivit Km^va.* 
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' He hath not Teen the colonel fince lafl night. S 
' villain hath fet him aeainft my hafband ; he 

* once before fufpicicus offuch a perfon. Some < 
' monftcr hath belied his innocence.' 

* Pardon me, dear madam,' faid Mrs. Atkin 

* I believe the perfon who haihr injured the cat 
' with thi» friend of his, is one of the worthieft 

* beft of creatures — Nay, do not be farprifed ; 

* perfon I mean, is even your fair felf : fure you w< 

* not be fodull in any other cafe; but in this, g 

* tude, humility, modefly, every virtue, ihats 

* eyes. 

Mortahs htiitarit nfi/us, • 

' as Virgils fays. What in the world can be i 

* confident, than his defire to have you at his 
' houfe ; and to keep your hufband confined in : 

* ther ? all that he faid, and all that he did ye 

* day, and, what is more convincing to me 
« both, all that he looked laft night, are very 
*- jfiftcnt with both thefe defigns.' 

* O Heaven 1' cries Amelia, * yon chill my b 
' with horror ! the idea freezes me to death : I 

* not, muft not, will not think it. Nothing but 
' virion — Heaven forbid, I fhould ever have more 
' vidlion \ and did he abufe my hufband I what ! 

* he abufe a poor, unhappy,. diftreft creature; opp 
•. ruined, torn from his children, torn away frpn 
' wretched wife; the honefleft, worthieft, nob 

* tendereft, fondeft, beft!*— Here fhe-boxft intc 
agony of grief, which exceeds the power of defcript 

In this fituation, Mrs. Atkinfon was doing hei 
moft to fupport her, when a mofl violent knocl 
was heard at the door, and immediately the ferji 
^ ran haftily into the room ; bringing with him a 
dial, which prefently relieved Amelia.. What 
cordial was, we.fhall inform the reader in. due t: 
In the- mean while, he muft fufpend his curioGty; 
the gentlemen at White's may lay wagers,, whet' 
was Ward's pill, or Dodlor James's powder. 

But before we clofe this chapter, and return bt 
tkff b^Jliff's houfe, .we rauildo omt \ie^Ao t^^cv 

0[x% 
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rader of oar heraine from th« dulnefs of apprfehen* 
, which feveral of our quickfighted readers may lay 
e heavily to h^r charge than was done by her friend 
;• Atkinfon. 

muft inform, therefore^ all fuch readers, that it 
lot, becaufe innocence is more blind than guilt, 
L the former often overlooks and tumbles into the 

which the latter forefees and avoids. The truth 
that it is almoft impoilible guilt fhould mifs the dif- 
ering of all the fnares in its way; as it is conftantly 
tng clofely into every corner, in order to lay fnares 
others. Whereas innocence, having no fuch pur- 
h, walks fearlefsly an4 carelefsly through life ; and 
onfequently liable to tread on the gins, which cun- 
g has laid to entrap it. To fpeak plainly, and 
hout allegory or figure, it is not want of fenfe, but 
at of fufpicion , by which innocence is often betrayed • 
ain, we often admire at the folly of the dupe, when 
(hould transfer our whole furprife to the aAoniih* 
; guilt of the betrayer. In a word, many an inno- 
it perfon hath owed his ruin to this circumflance 
ne, that the decree of villainy was fuch as muft 
re exceeded the faith of every man who was. not him:* 
f a villain. 

CHAP. X. 

In *wbJc& are many profound fecrets ofphilofophy* 

lOOTH, having had enough of the author** 
I company the preceding day, chofe now another 
npanion. Indeed the author was not very (blicitous 
a fccond interview; for, as he could have no hope 
m Booth's pocket, fo he was not likely to receive 
ich increafe to his vanity from Booth's converfation : 
', low as this wretch was in virtue, fenfe, learning, 
th and fortune, he was by no means low in his 
nity. This paflion, indeed, was fo high in himj 
d at the fame time fo blinded him to his own de,-' 
-rits, that he hated' every man, who did not either 
tter him or give him money. In (hort, h^ c\2im^^ 
h^ngc, kind of rir^\i ; either to c\veax ^\W\i ^^- 
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quaintance of their praife, or to pick their pockets 
their pence ; in which lattdr cafe, he himfelf repti 
very liberally with panegyric. 

A very little fpecimen of fuch a fellow muft ha 
fatisfied a roan of ^Mr. Booth's temper. He cho 
there fore, now to afTociate himfclf with that gent 
man, of whom Bondum had given fo (habby a cl 
rader. In ihort, Mr. Booth's opinion of the bai! 
was fuch, that he recommended a man moft, wki 
he leaft intended it. Nay» the bailiff, in the pref 
inilance, though he had drawn a malicious conclufi( 
honeitiy avowed, that this was drawn only from i 
poverty of the perfon ; which is never, I believe, i 
forcible difrecommendation to a good mind : bat 
muft have had a very bad mind, indeed, who, 
Mr. Booth's circumftances, could have diiliked 
defpifed another man, becaufe that other man ! 
poor. 

Some previous converfation having paft betw< 
this gentleman and Booth, in which they had b 
opened their feveral fituations to each other; 
former calling an affectionate look on the latter, < 
preft great compaflion for his drcumftances ; for whi 
Booth thanking him, faid, * You muft have a gf 
' deal of compaflion, and be a very good man, 
' fuch a terrible fituation as you defcribe yourfelf, 

* have any pity to fpare for other people,* 

* My affairs, fir,' anfwered the gentleman, * 
' very bad, it is true ; and yet there is one circu 

* ftance, which makes you appear to me more 

* objeft of pity than I am to myfelf ; and it is tl 

* that you muft from your years be a novice in a£S 
' tion ; whereas I have ferved a long apprenticed 

* to mifery, and ought, by this time, to be a pre 

* ^od mafter of my trade. To fay the truth, I 

* Bevc, habit teaches men to bear the burthens of 
' mind, as it enures them to bear heavy burthens 

* their fhoulders. Without ufe and experience, 
' ftron^eft minds and bodies both will ftagger im 

* a weight, which habit might renjder eafy, and r 
' contemptible** 
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' There is great juftice, cries Footh, in thecompa- 
rifon; and, I think, I have my felf experienced the 
truth of it: for I am not that Tyro in affliction, 
which you feem to apprehend me. And, perhaps, 
4t is from the very habit you mention, that I am able 
to fupport my prefent misfortunes a little like a 
man.' 

The gentleman fmiled at this, and cried, * Indeed 
captain, you are a young philofopher.' 
* I think,' cries Booth, * I have fome pretenfions 
tor that philofophy which is taught by misfortunes ; 
and you feem to be of opinion, fir, that it is one of 
the bed fchools of philofophy.' 
' I mean no more, iir,' faid the gentleman, ' than 
that in the days of our affliction, we are inclined to 
think more ferioufly, than in thofe feafons t)f life, 
when we are engaged in the hurrying purfuits of 
bufmefs or pleafure, when we have neither leifure 
oor inclination to fift and examine things to the bot- 
tom. Now there are two confiderations, which, 
' fix)m my having long fixed my thoughts upon them, 
' have greatly fupported me under all my affliftions. 

■ The one is the brevity of life, even at its longeft 

■ duration, which the wifcft of men hath compared to 

* the fhort dimenfion of a fpan. One of the Roman 

* poets compares it to the duration of a race ; and an- 

* other, to the much fhorter tranfition of a wave. 

* The fecond confideration is the uncertainty of it. 

* Short as its utmoft limits are, it is far from being 

* afTured of reaching thofe limits. The next day^ 

* the next hour, the next moment, may be the end of 
' our courfe. Now of what value is fo uncertain, fo 
' precarious a ilation ? This confideration, indeed, 
'-however lightly it is paiTed over in our concep- 
' don, doth in a great meafure level all fortunes 
' and conditions, and gives no man a right to tri- 

* mnph in the happicll ftate, or any reafon to re- 

* pine in the moil miferable. Would the moil 
' worldly men fee this in the light in which they 

* examine all other matters, they would foon feel and 
' acknowledge the force of this way of rca.Cov\\vv^ % 

* fof which of them would give any puce fox axv t^^vt » 
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from which they w«re liable to be immedia 
ejeded ; or, would they not laugh at him as a n 
'man, who accounted himfelf rich from fuch an an 
tain pofTeflion ! This is the fountain , fir, from wl 
I have drawn my philofophy. Hence it is^ that 11 
learnt to look on all thofe things, which areeftee 
the bicflings of life^ and thofe which are dreadc 

♦'its evils, with fuch a degree of indifference, Mi\ 
I ihould not be elated with pofTefling the formei 
neither am I greatly d ejeded and depreffed by 
fering the latter. Is the ador efleemed happiei 
Avl^ofe lot it falls to play the principal part, tha; 
who plays the loweft ? and yet the drama may 
twenty nights together, and by confequence 
out-laft our lives ; but, at the beft, life is or 
Httle longer drama; and the bufmefs of the j 
rtagc is confeijuently a little more ferious than 
which is performed at the theatre royal. But 
here, the cataflrophes and calamities which ar 
prefented, are capable of affeding us. The ^ 
men can deceive themfelves into feeling the dift; 
of a tragedy, though they know them to be m 
imaginary ; and the childreii will often lament 
as realities: what wonder then, if thefe tra 
fcencs, which I allow to be a little more fer 
ihould a little more affed us ? where then is tb 
medy, but in the philofophy I have mentio 
which, when once by a long courfe of mediati 
is reduced to a habit, teaches us to fet a jufl val 
every thing; and cures at once all eager wifhei 
abjed fears, all violent joy afld grief concei 
objefts which cannot endure long, and may not 
a moment.' 
* Vou have exprefl yourfelf extremely well,' 

Booth, * and I entirely agree with the juftice of 

* fentimeats ; but, however true all this may 
' theory, I ^ill doubt its efiicacy in pradlice. 

* the caufe of the difference between thefe two is 

* that we reafon from our heads, bat ad fr 

* liearts: 

•— Fidia miihra, proboqut ; 
DeUrhra fequcr. 



y 



X. AMELIA. 47 

hing can dilFcr more widely than wife men and 
s, in their eftimation of things ; but as both ad 
a cheir uppermoft paffioDs they both often ad 
.c. What comfort then can your philofophy eive 
A araricious man« who is deprived of his ricnesi 
x> an ambitious man, who is lliipt of his power? 
he fond lover ^ who \% torn from his ml ft re fs ; or^ 
the tender hufband, who is dragged from his 
e ? do you really think, that any meditations on 

(horgicfs of life will (both them in their alie- 
ns ? is not this very (hortncfs itfeif one of their 
idions ? and if the evil they futFL-r be a temporary 
srivation of what they Jove, will they not think 
:ir fate the harder j and lament the more, that 
ly are to lofe any part of an enjoyment, to which 
>re IS fo ihort and fo uncertain a period ? ' 
I beg leave, fir,' faid the gentleman * to diflin- 
.i(h here. By philofophy, I do not mean the bare 
lOvvlcdge of right ancl wrong ; but an energy, a 
hit, as Aridotle calls it ; and this I do firmly 
lieve, with him and with the doles, is fuperior 

all the attacks of fortune.' 
Le was proceeding, when the bailiiF came in, and 

furely tone bade them both good- morrow ; after 
ch, he alkcd the philofopher, if he was prepared 
;o to Newgate ; for that he mull carry him thither 
: afternoon. 

/he poor man feemed very much (hocked with thi^ 
's. ' I hope,' cries he, • you will give a little 
mger time, if not till the return of the writ, fiut 

beg you, particularly, not to carry me thither lo- 
ay : for I exped my wife and children here in the 
vcning.' 

I have nothing to do with wives and children,' 
sd the bailiff; ' I never deiire to fee any wives and 
hildren here. I like no fuch company.' 
' I intreat you,' faid the prifoner, ' give me ano- 
hcr day. I iliall take it as a great obligation ; and 
'Oa will dlfappoint me in the crueilefl manner in the 
vorld, if you refufe me.' 

' I can't help people's difappointmetits,' cries the 
ilifF; * I mud coniider myfelf aaid my own family^ 
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I know not where I fhall be paid die money 
due already. I can't afFord to keep prifoners 
own cxpence.' 

* I don't intend it fhall be at your expcnce>' 
the philofopher ; ' my wife is gone to raifc i 

* this morning, and I hope to pay you all I ow 

* at her arrival. But we intend to fup togcth 

* night at your houfe ; and if you fhould remo 
' now, it would be the moft barbarous difappoin 
' to us both, and will make me the moft mif 

* man alive.' 

* Nay, for my part,* faid the bailiff, ' I doc 
' fire to do any thing barbarous. I know how t< 
' gentlemen with civility as well as another. 

* when people pay as they go, and fpend their j 
' like gentlemen, I am fure nobody can accufe 

* any incivility fince I have been in the office. 

* if you intend to be merry to night, I am nc 

* man that will prevent it—Though 1 fay it, yo 
' have as good a fupper drefl here as at any tav( 

* town.' 

' Since Mr. Bondum is fo kind, captain,' f? 
philofopher, * I hope for the favour of your cor 

* I affure you, if it ever be my fortune to go 

* into the world, I Ihall be proud of the ho 

* your acquaintance,* 

* Indeed, fir,* cries Booth, * it is an honoi 

* be very ready to accept; but as for this ev 
' cannot help laying, I hope to be engaged i- 

* place.* 

* I promife you, fir,* anfwered the other 
' /ejoice at.your liberty, though I am a lofe 

' Why, as to that matter/ cries BonJi 
fneer, * I fancy, captain, you may engage 

* the gentleman without any fear of bre 

* word : for I am very much miltaken, if 

* day.* 

* Pardon me, my good friend,' faid 

* I expect my bail every minute' 

' Lookee, fir, cries Bondum, * I don 
' gentlemen in an error. I fhall not 
' jeuit's bail; and as for x.\ve colonel 
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• with him myfelf this morning ; (for to be Aire I 

• love to do all I can for gentlemen) ; and he told me, • 

• he could not poffibly be here to-day : befides, why. 

• fhould I mince the matter ? there is more fluff in the 

• office.* 

* What do you mean by fluff?' cries Booth. 

* I mean that there is another writ/ anfwered the 
bailiff, * at the fuit of Mrs. Ellifon, the gentlewoman 
' that was here yeflerday ; and the attorney that was 
' with her, is concerned againfl you. Some officers 
' would not tell you all this; but J loves to fhew 
' civility to gentlemen, while they behave themfelves 

* as fuch. And I loves the gentlemen of the army in 

* particular. I had like to have been in the army 

* myfelf once ; but I liked the commiffion I have bet- 

* tcr. Come, captain, let not your noble courage be 

* caft down ; what fay you to a glafs of white wine, 

* or a tiff of punch, ^by way of whet ?' 

* I have told you, fir, I never drink in the morning,* 
cries Booth a little peevifhly. 

* No offence, I hope, fir,' faid the bailiff. ' I 

* hope I have not treated you with any incivility. 

* I don't afk any gentleman to call for liquor in my 

* houfe, if he doth not chufe it ; nor I don't defire 
' any body to (lay here longer than they have a mind 

* to? — Newgate, to be fure, is the place for ail debtors 

* that can't .find bail. I knows what civility is, and 

* I fcorn to behave myfelf unbecoming a gentleman ; 

* but I'd have you confider that the twenty- four hours 

* appointed by adl of parliament are almofl out ; and 

* fo it is time to think of removing. As to bail, I 

* would not have you flatter yourfelf : for I knows 

* very well there are other things coming againft you* 

* Befides, the fum you are already charged with is 

* very large, and^I'mufl fee you in a place of fafety. 
' My houfe is no prifon, though I lock up for a little 
' time in it. Indeed, when gentlemen are gentlemen, 

* and likely to find bail, I don*t Hand for a day or 

* two; but I have a good nofe at a bit of carrion,' 
'captain; I have not carried fo much carrion ta 

* Newgate, without knowing the fmell Qf k,' 

Vox, XI. D * \ X3,Tv4.^X. 
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' I underftand not your cant/ cries Booth ; ' bnt I 

' did not think to have offended you fo much by re- 

* fufmg to drink in a morning.' 

* Offended me, fir,' cries the bailiiF. * Who told 

* you fo ? do you think, fir, if I want a glafs of wine, 

* I am under any neceffity of aiking my prifoners for 
' it ? damn it, fir, I'll ftiew you, I fcorn your worda ; 
' I can affbrS to treat you with a glafs of the bet 

* wine in England, if you comes to that' — He then 
pulled out a handful of guineas, faying, ' There, 

* fir, they are all my own ; I owe no body a (hilling. 

* I am no beggar, nor no debtor. I am the kind's 

* officer, as well as you, and I will fpend guinea for 

* guinea as long as you pleafe.' 

' Harkee, rafcal,' cries Booth, laying hold of the 
bailiff's collar. ' How dare you treat me with this 

* infolence ? doth the law give you any authority to 

* infult me in my misfortunes ?' At which words he 
gave the bailiff a good Ihove, and threw him from 
him. 

* Very well, fir,' cries the bailiff, ' I will fwear 

* both an affault and an attempt to a refcue. If officers 

* are to be ufed in this manner, there is an end of all 

* law and juflice. But though I am not a match for 

* you myfelf, I have thofe below that are.' He then 
ran to the door, and called up two ill-looking fellows, 
his followers, whom, as foon as they entered the room, , 
he ordered to feize on Booth, declaring he would im- 
mediately carry him to Newgate ; at the fame time 
pouring out a vafl quantity of abufe, below the dignity 
of hillory to record. 

Booth defired the two dirty fellows to fland off, and 
declared he would make no refiftance, at the fame tim« 
bidding the bailiff carry him wherever he durfl. 

* i'lhfhew you what I dare,' cries the bailiff; and 
again ordered the followers to lay hold of their prifoncr, 
faying, * He has affaulted me already, and endeavour- 

* ed a refcue. I (han't truft fuch a fellow to walk a^ 

* liberty. A gentleman, indeed ! ay, ay, Newga 
'is the propereft place for fuch gentry; as arn 
' carrion as ever was carried thither.* 
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The fellows then both laid violent hands on Booth, 
id the bailiff ftept to the door to order a coach ; when 
a a fudden, the whole fcene was changed in an in- 
ant : for now the ferj^ant came running, out of 
reath, into the room; and feeing his friend, the 
aptain, roughly handled by two ill-looking fellows, 
rithout alking any queftions, ftept brifkly up to his 
Siftance, and inftantly gave one of the aflailants fo 
iolent a falute with his nft, that he diredlly meafured 
is length on the floor. 

Booth having by this means his right arm at liberty 
VRs unwilling to be idle, or entirely to owe his refcue 
"rom both the ruffians to the ferjeant; he therefore 
mitated the example which his friend had fet him, 
md with a lufly blow levelled the other foUowei with 
^is companion on the ground.- 

The bailiff roared oat, * A Tefcue, a refcue;' to 
ivhich the ferjeant anfvvereJ, * There was no refcue in- 
tended. " * The captain,' faid he, * wants no refcue. 
' Here are fome friends coming who will deliver him 
' in a better manner.' 

The bailiff fwore heartily he would' carry him to 
NWgate, in fpite of ail the friends in the world. 

* You carry him to Newgate !' cried the ferjeant, 
vith the highefl indignation. * Offer but to lay your 
hands on him, and I will knock, your teeth down 
your ugly jaws.' — Then turning to Booth, he cried. 
They will be all here within a minute, fir ; we had 
much ado to keep my lady from coming herfelf; 
but (he is at home in good health, longing to fee 
your honour ; and 1 hope you will be with her within 
this half hour.' 

And now three gentlemen entered the room ; thefe 
*'ere an attorney, the perfon whom the ferjeant had 
Jrocured in the morning to be his bail with Colonel 
fames, and laftly, Dodor Harrifon himfelt 

The bailiff no fopner faw the attorney, with whom 
lie was well acquainted (for the others he knew not) 
:hau he began, as the phrafe is, to pull in his horns, 
ind ordered the two followers, who were now got 
»gaia on their legs, to walk down ftairs. 

D 2 * ^o» 
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' So, captain/ fays the dodor, ' when lafl we 
parted, I believe we neither of us expedled to meet 
in fuch a place as this.' 

* Indeed, doftor,' cries Booth, ' I did not exped 
' to have been fent hither by the gentleman who did 

* me that favour.' 

' How fo, fir?' faid the doftor, ' you was fen.t hi- 

* ther by fome perfon, I fuppofe, to whom you was 

* indebted. This is the ufual place, I apprehend, 
' for creditors to fend their debtors to. But you 
' ought to be more furprifed that the gentleman who 

* fent you hither is come to releafe you.— Mr. Mur- 

* phy, you will perform all the neceffary ceremonials.' 
The attorney then aiked the bailiff with how many 

actions Booth was charged, and was informed there 
were dvc befides the dodlor's, which was much the 
hcavieJl of all. Proper bonds were prefently pro- 
vided, and the doftor and the ferjeant's friend figned 
them ; the bailiiF, at the inftance of the attorney, 
making no objection to the bail. 

Booth, we may be affured, made a handfome fpeecb 
Jo the do£lor for fuch extraordinary friendlhip, wit) 
which, however, we do not think proper to troubl 
the reader; and now every thing being ended, an 
the company ready to depart, the bailiff flopped up 
Booth, and told him he hoped he would rememb 
civility money. 

• I believe,' cries Booth, ' you mean incivi' 

* money; if there be any fees due for rudenef 

* mufl own you have a very jull claim.' 

' I am fure, fir,' cries the bailiff, * I have tre 

* your honour with all the refpeft in the world 
« man, I am fure, can charge me with ufing a ge 
« man rudely. I knows what belongs to a gentJ 
« better ; but you can't deny that two ot my 
« have been knocked down ; and I doubt no 

* as you are a gentleman, you will give them 

* thing to drink.' 

Booth was about to anfwer with fome paiHon 

the attorney interfered, and whifpered in 1 

fhat it was ufual to make a compliment to the 

and that he had better comply VuVv xVi^ cM^or 



p. X. AM-EL*IA. 5J 

If the fellow had treated me civilly,* anfwered 
th, * I Ihould have had no objeAion to comply 
ith a bad cuftom in his favour ; but I am refolved, 
will never reward a man for ufing me ill, and I 
ill not agree to give him a finglcf farthing.' 

*Tis very well, fir,' faid the bailiff, ' I am rightly 
;rved for my good-nature ; but if it had* been to do 
2;ain, I would have taken care you fhould not have 
ecn bailed this day.' 

)o£lor Harrifon, to whom Booth referred the caafe, 
:r giving him a fuccinft account of what h^d paft, 
lared the captain to be in the right. He faid it 

a moil horrid impofition, that fuch fellows were 
r fdffered to prey on the neceffitous ; but th^t the 
mple would be much worfe to reward them where 
yhad behaved themfelves ill. • And I think,' fays ^ 

* the bailiff is worthy of great rebuke for what. 
e hath juft now faid; in which T hope he hath 
loafted of more power than is in him. We do, in- 
eed, with great juftice and propriety, value our- 
slves on our freedom, if the liberty of the fubjedl 
epends on the pleafure of fuch fellows as thefe.' 

It is not fo neither altogether,' cries the lawyer : 
lut cuftom hath eftablifhed a prefent or fee to them 
t the delivery of a prifoner, which they call civi- 
ity money, and exped as in a manner their due, 
hough in reality they have no right.' 

But will any man,' cries Doftor Harrifon, 'after 
/hat the captain hath told us, fay that the .bailiff 
ath behaved himfelf as he ought ; and if he had, 
s he to be rewarded for not afling in an unchriftian 
nd inhuman manner ? it is pity, that inllead of a 
uftom of feeing them out of the pockets of the poor 
nd wretched, when they do not behave themfeives* 
11, there was not both a law and a practice to pu- 
lilh them feverely when they do. In the prefent 
afe, I am fo far from agreeing to give the bailiff a 
hilling, that, if there be any method of punffhing 
lim for his rudenefs, I fhall be heartily glad to fee 
t put in execution : for there are none vvhofe con- 
luft fhould be fo ftridlly watched as'\.V^?^x.Ci^ v'^^^^\^^- 
re/Tar/ evih in the fociety, as xhdi qSvc^ ^^x^^^^'^ c. 
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* for the moll part thofe poor creatures who cannot do 
' themfelves juftice, and as they are generally the 
' worll of men who undertake it.' 

The bailiff then quitted the room, muttering that 
he ihould know better what to do another time ; and 
Ihortly after Booth and his friends left the houfe; but 
as they were going out, the "author took Dodor Har- 
rifon afide, and flipt a receipt into his hand, which 
the Jcftor returned, faying he never fubfcribed when 
he neither knew the work nor the author ; but that if 
he would callat his lodgings, he would be very will- 
ing to give all the encouragement to merit which was 
in his power. 

The author took down the dodor's name and di- 
redlion, and made him as many bows as he would 
have done had he carried off the half guinea^ for 
which he had been fiihing. 

Mr« Booth then took his kave of the plulofopher^ 
and departed with tht tt& of hii fmn€l»« 
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BOOK IX. 
CHAP. I. 

In <njbich the hijiory looks bachwards, 

BEFORE wc proceed farther with our hiilory^ 
it may be proper to look back a little, in order 
to account for the late condud); of Do£^or Harrifo^ ; 
which however inconfiftent it may have hitherto ap-* 

r^ared^ when examined to the bottom, will be founds 
apprehend, to be truly congruous with all the rulet 
of the moft perfed prudence, as well as with the moft 
confummate goodnefs. 

We have already partly feen in what light Bootk 
had been reprefented to the doftor abroad. Indeed, 
the accounts which were fent of the captain, as well 
by the curate as by a gentleman of the neighbourhood, 
were much groffer and more to his difad vantage, than 
the dodlor was pleafed to fet them forth in his letter to 
the perfon accufed. What fenfe he had of Booth'a 
condud, was, however, manifeii by that letter. Ne- 
verthelefs he refolved to fufpend his final judgment 
till his return ; and though he cenfured him, would 
not abfolutely condemn him without ocular demon- 
flration. 

The do6lor, on his return to his parifh, found all 
the accufations which had been tranrmitte4 to him, 
confirmed by many witnefTes, of which ih^ c^t^Xfc^^ 
wife, who had been formerly a friend to Km«iV\^, «c^^ 
MU preferved the outward appearance oi $ti!&xi^^v^» 
D 4 ^^^ 
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was the ftrongeft. She introduced all with^ ^ I an 

* forry to fay it; and it is friendfhip which bids me 

* fpeak ; and it is for their good it fhould be tdid 

* you ;' after which beginnings, (lie never concloded 
a iinglc fpeech without feme hor;-id flandef and bitter 
invcftive. 

Befides the malicious turn which was given to" 
thefe afFairs in the country, which were owing a 
good deal to misfortune^ andfon^ie little perhaps to 
imprudence, the whole neighbourhood rung with fe- 
veral grofs and fcandalous lies, which were merely the 
inventions of his enemies, and of which the icene was 
laid in London fince his abfence, 

Poifoned with all this malice, the dodlor came to 
town, and learning where Booth lodged, went to 
make him a viiit. Indeed, it was the do^or, and no 
other, who had been at his lodgings that evening when 
3ooth and Amelia were walkino; in the Park; and 
concerning which the reader maybe pleafed to rfemem- 
her (o many flrange and odd conjedures. 

Here the doctor faw the little gold watch; and alt 
ihofe fine trinkets with whicB the noble lord had pre* 
iented the children; and which, from the anfwert 
given him by the poor ignorant innocent girl, he coald i 
have no doubt had been pnrchafed within a few days 
by Amelia, 

This account tallied fo well with the ideas he had 
imbibed of Booth's extravagance in the country, that 
he firmly believed both the hufband and wife to be tht 
vaineft, filllieft, and moft unjuft people alive. Itwas^ 
indeed, almoft incredible, that two rational beings 
Ihould be guilty* of fuch abfurdity ; but monflrous aha 
abfurd as it was, ocular demondration appeared to be 
the evidence againft them. 

The dodlor departed from their lodgings enraged at 
this fuppcfed difcovery, and unhappily for Booth, was 
engaged to fupper that very evening with the country 
gentleman of whom Booth had rented a farm. As the 
poor captain happened to be the fubjedl of converfa- 
tion, and occafioned their comparing notes, the ac- 
count which the doftor gave of what he had feen that 
evenlngj fo ihcenfed tUe gcuilem?iV\ to y^Kqiu Booth 
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ivas likewife a d'ebtor^ that he vowed he would take a- 
-writ out againft him the next morning, and have his 
body alive or dead. And the dodlor was at laft pcr- 
iuaded to do the fame. Mr, Murphy was thereupon 
immediatelyi fent for, and the dodtor in his prefencc 
repeated again what he had feen at his lodgings, as* 
the foundation of his fuing him, which the attorney^ 
as we have before feen, had blabbed to Atkinfon. 

But no fooner did thedodor hear that Booth wa» 
arrefled, than the wretched condition of his wife and 
family began to affeft his^mind. ' The children, who 
were to be utterly u-ndone with their father, were in-' 
tirely innocent ; and as for Amelia herfelf, though 
he thought he had moft convincing proofs of very 
blameable levity ; yet his former friendfhip and af- 
fetiion to her were bufy to invent every excufe, till, 
by very heavily loading the huiband, they lightened* 
the fufpicion againft the wife. 

In this temper of mittd, he refolved to pay Amelia a 
fecond vrfit, and was on his^ way to Mrs. EUifoTi, 
when the ferjeant met him, and made himfelf known 
to him. The doAor took his old fervant into a coffee-* 
iioufe, where he received from' him fuch an account of 
Booth and his family, that he defired the ferjeant to 
ftiew him prefently to Amelia ; and this was the cor- 
dial which we mentioned at the end of the ninth chap- 
ter of the preceding book. 

The dodlor became foon fatisfied concerning the 
triakots which had gi?ven him fo muxrhuneafiners, and 
which had brought fo much mifchief on the head ot'' 
poor Booth. Amelia likewife gave the doe^lor fome 
fatisfadtion as to what he had heard cf her huiband's 
behaviour in the country ; and afTured {lim, upon her' 
honour, that Booth could fo- well anfwer every coni' 
plaint againft his conduft, that fhc had no doubt hue 
that a man of the doctor's juflice and candour woulJ 
entirely acquit him, and would confider him as an* 
innocent unfortunate man, who was the objeil of x 
good man's compaffion, not of his anger or reicni- 
nent. 

This worthy clergyman, who was not defirous of 
Andiag proofs to condemn the capUvx^, ot \.o \>\^v^ 
D 5 V\^ 
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his own vindidlive proceedings^ but, on the cootraryi 
rejoiced heartily in every piece of evidence whidi 
tended to clear the charadler of his friend, gave a 
ready ear to all which Amelia faid. To this, indeed, 
lie was induced by the love he always had for that 
lady, by the good opinion he entertained of her, as 
well as by pity for her prefent condition, than which 
nothing appeared more miferable ; for he fosnd her 
in the highcil agonies of grief and defpoir, with her 
two little children crying over their wretched mother. 
Thefe are, indeed, to a well-difpofed mind, the moft 
tragical fights that haman nature can furnifh^ and af- 
ford a juiler motive to grief and tears in the beholder, 
than it would be to fee all the heroes who have evei 
infeded the earth, hanged all together in a firing. 

The dodor felt this fight as he ought. He imme- 
diately endeavoured to comfort the afHifted ; in which 
he fo well fucccedcd, that he reftored to Amelia fuf- 
licient fpirits to give him the fatisfadlion we have 
mentioned : after which, he declared he would go 
and rcleafe her hufband ; which he accordingly did, ii 
the manner we have above related*. 

CHAP. II. 

In luhicb the hifiory goes forivard, 

WE now return to that period of our hiftory, 
to which we had brought it at the endi)f oar 
laft book. 

Booth and his friends arrived from the bailiff's, at 
the ferjeant's lodgings, where Booth immediately ran 
up flairs to his Amelia ; between vvhom I fhall not at- 
tempt to defcribe the meeting. Nothing certainly was 
ever more tender or more joyful- This howeverlwiU 
obferve, that a very few of thefe exquifite moments, 
of which the bell minds only are capable, do, in reali- 
ty, over- balance the longeil enjoyments which can ever 
fall to the lot of the worfl. 

Whilft Booth and his wife were feafling their fooll 
with the moil delicious mutual endearments, the doc- 
tOT yjSLS fallen to play with the two little children htk 
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low (Uirs, Wbil^ he was thus engaged^ the little 
boy did fomewhat amifs ; upon which, the doctor 
faid, * If you do (o any moce, I will take your papa 

* away from you again'—' Again, fir,' faid the child, 

* why, was it you then that took away my papa ber 

* fore ? ' * Suppofe it was,^ faid the dodor, * ' would 
' not you forgive me ? '■ * Yes,' cries the child, ' I 

* would forgive you ; becaufe a chriftian mufl forgiv^ 
^ every body ; but I ihould hate you as long as I 

* live.' 

The dodor was fo pleafed with the boy's anfwcr, 
that he caught him in his arms, and kided him, at 
which time. Booth and his wife returned. The doc- 
tor afked which of them was their fon's inftru^r in 
his religion : Bpoth anfwered, that he muft confefs 
Amelia had all the merit of that kind. ' I fhould 

* have rather thought he had learnt of his father,' 
cries the doftor, ' for he feems a good foldier-iike 

* chriflian, and profeiTes to hate his enemies with a 
' very good grace.' 

' How, Billy,' cries Amelia, ' I am fure I did not 

' teach you fo.' 
* I did not fay I would hate my enemies, madam,' 

cries the boy. * I only faid I would hate papa's ene- 
mies ; fure, mamma, there is no harm in that : 

* nay, I am fure. there is no harm in it ; for I hav,e 

* heard you fay the fame thing a thoufand times.' 
I'he dodor fmiled on the child, and chucking him 

Bnder the chin, told him, he muft hate nobody ; 
and now Mrs. Atkinfon, who had provided a dinner 
^or them all, defired them to walk up, and partake 
of it. 

And now it was that Booth was firft made acquaint- 
ed with the ferjeant's marriage ; as was Dr. Harrifon, 
hoth of whom greatly felicitated him upon it. 

Mrs. Atkinfon, who was, perhaps, a little more 
confounded thai^ fhe would have been had (he married 
a colonel, faid, • Ifl have done wrong, Mrs. Booth 

* is to anfwer for it ; for fhe made the match : 

* indeed, Mr. Atkinfon, you are greatly obliged to 

* the charadlcr which this lady gives of you.' * I 

* hope he will defervcit,' faid the dodor \ * ?itid\^ vVv^ 

D 6 * wvsoj 
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* army hath not corrupted a good boy^ I believe I 

* may anfwer for him.* 

While our little company were enjoying that happi- 
Hefs which never fails to attend converfation where 
all prefcnt are pleafed with each others a viiitant ar- 
rived, who was, perhaps, not very welcome to any of 
them. This was no other thah Colonel James, who 
entering the room with much gaiety, wentdiredly up 
to Booth, embraced him^ and exprefled great fatis- 
fadlion at finding hrm there ; he then made an apo- 
logy for not attending him in the m<^rning, which he 
faid had been impcilible ; and that he had with the 
utmoft difficulty put off fome bufinefs of great confe- 
4^uence, in order to ferve him this afternoon ; * but 
"* I am glad on your account,* cried he to Booth, 

* that my prefence was not neceffary.* 

Booth himfelf was extremely fatisfied with this de- 
claration, and failed not to return him as many thanks 
as he would have deferved, had he performed his pro- 
mife ; but the two ladies were not quite fo v*. ell fatis- 
fied. As for the ferjeant, he had flipt out of the 
room when the colonel entered, not entirely outof thsrt 
bafhfulnefs which we have remarked him to be tainted 
with ; but, indeed, from what had paft in the morn- 
ing, he hated the fight of the colonel, as well on the 
account of his wife as on that of his friend. ,. ' , 

The doctor, on the contrary, on what he had for- 
merly heard from both Amelia and her hufbandofthe 
colonel's generoiity and friendfhip, had built fo good 
an opinion of him, that he was v*ry much pleafed with 
feeing him, and took the firft opportunity of telling 
him fo. ' Colonel,' faid the dodlor, * I have not the 

* happinefs of being known to you ; but I have long 

* been defirous of an acquaintance with a gentleman, 

* in whofe commendation-ii have heard fo much from 

* fome prefent.* The colonel made a proper an fw' 
to this compliment, and. they foon entered into a 
miliar converfation toge^jfer ; for the doftor was 
difficult of accefs ; iri^ed, he held the' flrange 
ferve, , which is ufually pradlifed in this nation 
tween people who are in any degree ftrangers'to < 
ocher^ to be very unbecoming xh^clvii^au chotade 
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The two ladies foon left the room 5 and the re- 
mainder of the vifit, which was not very long, pafl 
in difcourfe on various common fubjefts, not worth 
recording. In the conciufion, the colonel invited 
Booth and his lady^ Sind the dodlor, to dine ivith him 
the next day. 

To give Colonel James his due commendation, he 
had Ihewn a great command of himfelf, and ^reat 
preience of mind on this occafion : for, to fpeak the 
plain truth, the viiit was intended to Amelia alone ; 
nor did he expeft, or, perhaps, deiire, any thing 
Icfs than to find the captain at home. The great joy 
which he fuddenly conveyed into his countenance at 
the unexpeded fight of his friend, is to be attributed 
to that noble art which is taught in thofe excellent 
fchools called the feveral courts of Europe. By thi» 
men are enabled to drefs out their countenances as 
much^at their own pleafure, as they do their bodies ; 
and to put on friendfhip with as much eafe as they caa 
a laced coat. ^ 

When the colonel ^nd doftor were gone,^ Booth 
acquainted Amelia with the invitation he had recei- 
ved. She was fo ilruck with the news, and betrayed 
fuch vifible marks of confufion and uneafinefs, that 
they could not have efcaped Booth's obfervation^Jhad 
fufpicion given him the leaft hint to remark r^^iit 
this, indeed, is the great optic glafs helping Jp's to 
difcern 'plainly almoft all that paffes in the nufels c^ 
others, vvithout,fome ufe of which nothing!^ more 
purblind than human nature. >f , 

Amelia having recovered from her firft pertiifbation, 
anfwered, * My dear, I will dine with you wherever yon 

* pleafe to lay your commandson me.* — * I^fci obliged 
' to you, my dear foul,' cries Booth, * your obedience 

* (hall be ve;y eafy ; for my command will be^ that yoo 

* ftiall always follow your own inclinations.* * My in- 

* dinations,' anfwered fhe, * would, I am afraid, be too 
' unreafonable a confinement to you ; for they would 

* always lead me to be with you and your children, 

* with at moft a fingle friend or two, now and then.* 

* O my dear,' replied he, * large companies give us 

* a greater 'reJiih for our own focieiy Yj\vt\\ \4^ \^\vi\\w 
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< to it ; and we (hall be extremely merry, for Dodor 
' Harrifon dines with us.' M hope yoa will, my 
' dear,' cries (he ; * but I own I (hould have been 

* better pleafed to have enjoyed aTew days with your- 
' felf and the children, with no other perfon butMcs. 

* Atkinfon, for whom I have conceived a violent af- 
' fedion, and who would have given us but little in- 
' terruption. However, if you have promifed, I moft 

* undergo the penance.' • Nay, child,' cried he, 
' I am fure I would have refufed, could I have gue£ed 
' it had been in the leafl difagreeable to you ; though 

* I know your objedion'— * Objedion ! ' cries Ame- 
lia eagerly, ' I have no objedion 1 ' * Nay, nay,' faid 
he, ' come, be honeii;, I know your objedion, though 

* you are unwilling to own it.' • Good Heavens ! ' 
cried Amelia, frightened, * what do you mean ? 

* what objedion i * * Why,' anfwered he, * to the 

* company of Mrs. James ; and I muft confeis (he 
' hath not behaved to you lately as you might have 

* expeded ; but yoa ought to pafs all that by, for 

* the fakeof her hu(band, to whom we have both fo 

* many obligations ; who is the worthieft, honefteft, 
' and moil generous fellow in the univerfe, and the 
' beft friend to me that ever man had.' 

Amelia, who had far other fufpicions, and began 
to fear that her huiband had difcovered them, was 
highly pleafed, when (he faw him taking a wrong 
fcent. She gave, therefore, a little into the deceit, 
and acknowledged the truth of what he had menti- 
oned ; but faid, that the pleafure fhe (houid have in 
complying with his defires, would highly recompenie 
any diifatisfadion which might arife on any other ac- 
count ; and (hortly after ended the converfation on 
this fubjed, with her chearfully promifing to fulfil 
his promife. 

In reality, poor Amelia bad now a moft onpleaiant 
taik to undertake ; for (he thought it abfolutely nc- 
ce/fary to conceal from her huiband the opinion (he 
had conceived of the colonel. For, as (he knew the 
charaders, as well of her huiband as of his friend, or 
rather enemy (both being often fynonymous in the 
JaijguBge of the world) Ike had the utmoft reafon to 
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apprehend ibmediing very fatal might attend her haf^ 
band's entertaining the fame thought of James, which 
filled and tormented her own breaii. 

And, as ihe knew that nothing but thefe thoughts- 
conid jnitify' the leaft unkind, or, indeed, the leait 
referred behaviour to James, who had^ in all ap- 
pearance^ conferred the greateft obligations upon 
Booth and herielf, (he wa« reduced to a dilemma, the 
rooft dreadful that can attend a virtuous woman, as it 
often gives the hlgheft triumph, and fometimes no little 
advantage to the men of profefied gallantry. 

In flioit» to avoid giving any umbrage to her huf^ 
band, Amelia was forced to ad in a manner, which 
Ihe was confcious muft give encouragement to the co^ 
lonel : a fituation which, perhaps, requires as great 
prudence and delicacy, as any in which the heroic 
part of the female character can be exerted. 

CHAP. m. 

jf cofzver/athft het<we€n Dr. Harrifon and ethers, 

TH £ next day. Booth and bis lady, with the 
doctor, inet at. Colonel James's, where Colo- 
nel Bath likewife made one of the company. 

Nothing very remarkable paiTed sx dinner, or tilt 
the ladies withdrew. During this time, however, the 
behaviour oi Colonel James was fuch as gave fome un- 
eafinefs to Amelia, who well underftood his meaning, 
tho' the particulars were too refined and fubtle to be 
obferv^ by any other prefient. 

When the ladies were gone, which was as foon as 
Amelia could prevail on Mrs. James to depart, Colo* 
nel Bath, who had been pretty briik with Champagne 
at dinner, foon began to difplay his magnanimity i 

* My brother tells me, young gentleman,' faid he to 
Booth, ' that -you have been u fed very ill lately by 

* fome rafcals ; and I have no doubt but you will do 

* yourfelf juftice.' 

Booth anfwered, that he did not know what he 
meant. * Since I. mud mention it then,' cries the 
colonel, * I hear 70U have been arreted \ ^iiwi 1 vViw^NK. 
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' you know what fatisfadion is to be feqoired by » 

* man of honour.* 

* I beg, fir/ fays the doAor, * no more may he 

' mentioned of that matter. I am convinced no fatis* " 
' fadtion will be required of the captain^ till he i* able 

* to give it.' 

' I do not underftand what you mean by able/ cries 
the colonel. — To which the do£tor anfwered, that it 
was of too tender a nature to fpeak more of. 

* Give me your hand, dodor,' cries the colonel ; 
' I fee you are a man of honour, though ypB wear a 

* gown. It i.. "« vou fay, a matter of a tender na- 
' ture. Nothiti/ *eed, is fo tender as a man's ho- 

* nour. Curfe i. , if any man; I mean, that 

* is, if any gentle^ vvas to arreft me— I would as 

* furely cut his throat as * 

* How, fir I ' faid the doftor. * WouM yoo com- 

* penfate one breach of the law by a much greater, 

* and pay your debts by committing murder? ' 

* Why do you mention law between gentlemen V 
fays the colonel. * A man of honour wears' his law 

* by his fide. And cin the refentment of an affront 
' make a gentleman guilty of murder ? and what 

* greater affront can one man caft upon another, than 
' by arreting him? I am convinced, that he wh(^ 
' would put up an arrefl, would put up a flap in the 

* face.' 

Here the colonel looked extremely fierce, and the 
divine flared with aftonifhment at this dodlrine ; when 
Booth, who well knew the impoffibility of oppofing 
the colonel's humour with fuccefs, began- to play with 
it ; and having firft conveyed a private wink to the 
do(5lor, he faid, there might be cafes undoubtedly 
where fuck an affront ought to be refented ; but that 
there were others, where any refentment wa^ imprac- 
ticable : ' As for inftance,' faid he, * where the man 

* is arrefted by a woman.' 

* I could not be fuppofed to mean that cafe,' cries 
the colonel ; ' and you are convinced I did not 
' mean it.' 

' To put an end to this difcourf^ at once, fir,* faid 



or ngnting, except oare leir-ae- 
^ht as bravelygs yourfelf, colonel ; 

being pai<t'**"' ^t.' 
privilegedjV v^;e**the colonel with 
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the do^or, * I was the plaintifl^", at whofe Aiit this 

* gentleman was arrerted.' 

* Was you fo, fir !* cries the colonel ; ' then I 

* have no more to fny. Women and the clergy arc 

* opon the fame footing. The long-robed gentry are 

* exempted from the laws of honour.' 

* I do not thank you for that exemption, fir/ cfie3 
thedoflor; * and if honour ai?d fighting are, as they 

* feem to ht, fy nonymous words with you, I believe 

* there are fome clergymen, who, in defence of their 
' religion, or their country, or their friend, the only 

* juilifiable caufes of fighting, except bare felf-de- 

* fence, would fight as br " 
' and that without being p 

* Sir, you are privileged, 
great dignity ; • and you have my leave to fay what 

* you pleafe. I refpeft your order, and you cannot 
' offend me.* 

' I will not offend you, colonel,* cries the doftor; 
' and our order is very much obiiged to you, fince you 
' profefs fo much refpedl to us, and pay none to our 

* maflcr.* 

' What maftcr, fir ! * faid the colonel. 

* That Mafler,' anfwered the doftor, * who hath 
' exprefsly forbidden all that cutting of throats, to 
' which you difcover fo much inclination.' 

' O, your fervant, fir,' faid the cplonel, I fee what 

* you are driving at ;. but you fhall not perfuade mc 
' to think, that religion forces me to be a coward.' 

* 1 deteft and defpife the name as much as you can,* 
cric» the dodor ; * but you have a wrong idea of the 

* word, colonel. What were all the Greeks and Ro- 
' mans ? were thefe cowards ; and yet, did you ever 
' hear of this butchery, which we call duelling, among 
' them ? ' 

* Yes, indeed, have I,' cries the colonel. ' What 

* elfe is all Mr. Pope's Homer full of, but duels? Did 

* not, what's his name, one of the Agamemnons, fight 

* with that paultry rafcal Paris? and Diomede with, 
•" what d'ye call him there ; and Hedor with, I forget 
' his name, he that was Achilles's bofom friend ; and 

* afterward* with Achilles himfc\£ I \^?c^> ^^^ v«t 
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' Dryden*s Virgil^ is there any thing almoft befides 

* fighting?' 

* You are a man of learnings colonel^' cries the 
dodlor^ * but — 

' I thank you for that complimenl;^' faid the colooel 
- * No, iir, I do not pretend to learning ; bot 

* I have fome little reading, and I am not afhamed to 

* own it.* 

* But are you fure, colonel,' cries the dodtor, ' that 

* you have not made a fmall miftake } for I am apt to 
' believe, both Mr. Pope and Mr. Dryden (tho' I can- 

* not fay I ever read a word of either of them) fpcak 

* of wars between nations, and not of private duels ; 

* for of the later, I do not remember one fiiigle in- 

* ilance in all the Greek and Roman ftory. In fliort, 

* it is a modern cuftom, introduced. by barbarous na- 
' tions fince the times of Chriftianity ; tho' it is a di- 
' red and audacious defiance of the chrifttan law, and 

* is confequently much more iinful in us^ thtn it 
' would have been in the heathens/ 

* Drink about, do^r,' cries the colonel, * and 
' let us call a new caufe: for I perceive we fiiall ne- 
' ver agree on this. You are a churchman, and I 

* don't exped you to fpeak your mind.' 

* We are both of the fame church, I hope,' crici 
the dodor. 

' I am of the church of England, fir^' anfwered the 
colonel, *■ and will fight for it to the lail drop of mj 
' blood.' 

* It is very generous in yoo, colonel,' cries th» 
«iodor, ' to fight fo zealoufly for a religion by which' 

* you are to be damned.' 

< It is well for you, dodor,' cries the colonel, * that 

* you wear a gown: for, by all the dignity of a 

* man, if any other perfon had faid the words you 
' have juft uttered, 1 would have made him eat them 

* Ay, d — n me, and my fword into the bargain.^ 

Booth began to be apprehenfive, that this difpute 

might grow too warm ; in which cafe he feared that 
the colonel's honour, together with the Champagne; 
might hurry him fo far, as to forget the refped due, 
and which he profefied to pay, to the facerdotal 
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robe. Booth y therefore, interpofed between the difr 
putants, and faid, that the colonel had very rightly 
propofed to call a new fubjeft; for that it was im- 
poflible to reconcile accepting a challenge with the 
Chriftian religion, or refufing it with the modern no- 
tion of honour, 'And you inuft ^llow it, dodor,* 

• faid he, ' to be a very hard injunftion for a man to 

* hecome infamous ; and more efpecially for a foldier, 
' who is to lofe his bread into the bargain.' 

• Ay, fir,*^ fays the colonel with an air of triumph, 

• What fey you to that?' 

• Why, I fay,' cries the dodor, ' that it is much 
' harder to be damned on the other fide.' 

• That may be,' faid the colonel ; * but damn me, 
5 * if I would take an affront of any man breathing for 
\ ' all that. And yet I believe myself to be as good a 
4 ' chriilian as wears a head. My maxim is, Never to 
i ' give an affront, nor ever to take one ; and I fay, 
i * that is the maxim of a good chriilian ; and no man 

' (hall ever peifuade me to the contrary.' 

}' Well, Ur,^ faid the dodor,. * fiuce .that is your 
* refolation, I hope no man will ever give you an af- 
• front.' 
r ' I am oblijg^ed to you for your hope, do^ior,' cries 
^ the colonel with a fneer ; * and he tnat doth, will be 

* obliged to yon for lending him your gown : for, by 
' the dignity of a man, nothing oat of petticoats, I 
' believe, dares affront me.' 

Colonel Jame^i had not hitherto joined in the dif* 
coorfe. In truth, his thoughts had been otherwife 
employed ; nor is it very difficult for the reader to 
gueis what had been the fubjed of them. Being 
waked, however, from his reverie, and having heard 
the two or three laff fp^ches, he turned to his bro** 
ther, and aiked him, why he would introduce fuch a 
topic of converfation before a gentleman of Dr. Har« 
rifon's chara^er? 

' Brother, cried Bath, * I own it was wrong, and 
^ I aik the dodlor's pardon ; I know not how it hap-> 
' pened to arife : for you know, brother, I zm not, 
' ufed to talk of thefe matters. They are generally 
' poltroons that do. I think I need not bc-bt\v<^\d^Tw 
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' to my tongue to declare I am none. I have (hcwd 

* myfelf in a line of battle. 1 believe there is no tean 
' will deny that ; I believe I may fay, no man darci 

* deny, that I have done my duty* 

The colonel was thus proceeding to prove that hu 
prowefs was neither the fubjed of hitf difcourfe, noi 
the objeft of his vanity, when a fervant entered, and 
fummoned the company to tea with the ladies ; a fum- 
mons which colonel James inftantly obeyed, and was 
followed by all the reft. 

But as the tea-table converfation, though extremely 
delightful to thofe who are engaged in it, may pro- 
bably appear fomewhat dull to the reader, we will 
here put an end to the chapter. 

C H A P. IV. 

ji dialogue between Booth and Amelia, 

THE next morning early. Booth went by ip- 
pointment and waited on ColoBrei James^ 
whence he returned to Amelia, in that kind of difr 
poiition which the great mafter of human paflions 
would defcribe in Andromache, when he tells us ihc 
cried and fmiled at the fame inftant. 

Amelia plainly perceived the difcompofure of his 
mind, in which the oppofite afFedions of joy and grief 
were ftruggling for the fuperiority, and begged to 
know the occauon ; upon which Booth fpoke as fol- 
lows : 

* My dear, faid he, * I had no intention to conceal 

* from you what hath paft this morning between m« 
'•and the colonel, who hath oppreffed me, if I maj 

* ufe that expreffion, with obligations. Sure ncvei 

* man had fucn a fiiend ; for never was there fo noble 
' fo generous a heart — I cannot help this ebullition (K 

* gratitude, I really cannot.'— Here he paufed a ma 
mcnt, and wiped his eyes, and then proceeded : * Voi 

* know, my dear, how gloomy the profpedl was yef 

* terday before our eyes, how inevitable ruin ftar^ 

* me in the face ; and the dreadful idea of havine en- 
' tailed beggary .on my A^mclia and her pofterk; 
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* racked my mind : For, though by the goodnefs of 

* the doctor I had reeaiDed my liberty, the debt yet 

* remained ; \and if tnat worthy man had a defign of 

* forgiving me his (hare, this muft have been my 

* Qtmoftiiope ; and the condition in which I mud flill 

* have found myfelf need not to be expatiated on. 
' In what light then fhall'I fee, in what words (hall I 

* relate, the colonel's kindnefs I O, my dear Amelia, 
' he hath removed the whole gloom at once, hath 
' driven all defpair out of my mind, and hath filled it 

* with the moft fanguine, and, at the fame time, the 
^ moft reafonable hopes of making a comfortable pro- 

* vifion for yourfelf and my dear children. In the firft 
' place, then, he will advance me a fum of money to 

* pay off all my debts ; and this on a bond to be re- 

* paid only when I (hall become colonel of a regiment, 
' and not before. In the next place, he is gone this 

* very morning to afk a company for me, which ia 

* now vacant in the Weft-Indies ; and as he intends 

* to pufh this with all his intereft, neither he nor I 
' have any doubt of his fucccfs. Now, my dear, comes 

* the third, which, though perhaps it ought to give 
' me the greateft joy, fuch is, I own, the weak* 

* nefs of my nature, it rends my very heart-ftrings 

* ifunder.— I cannot mention it : for I know it will 

* give you equal pain — though I know on all proper 
' occafions you can exert a manly refolution. — You 
' will not, I am convinced, oppofe it, wiiatever you 

* muft fuffer in complying— O, my dear Amelia, I 
' muft fuffer likewife ; yet I have refolved to bear 
' it— You know not what my poor heart hath fuffered 

* fince he made the propofal — It is love for you alone 
' which could perfuade me to fabmit to it— Coniider 
' our iituation ; confider that of our children ; reilefl 

I ' but on thofe poor babes, whofe future happinefs is 
' atftake, and it muft arm your refolution. It is your 
' intereft and theirs that reconciled me to a propofal, 

* which, when the colonel firft made it, ftruckme with 
' the utmoft horror : he hath, indeed, from thefe mo- 
' tives, perfuaded me into a refolution, which I thought 
' impo^ble for any one to have perfuaded me into— 

' 0, my dear AxixaHa, let xhe intreax yovx xo ^\n^ tcv^ 
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* up to the good of your children ; as I have promifc^ 

* the colonel to give you up to their intereft andyoui 

* own. If you refufe thefe terms, we are ftill undone; 

* for he infills abfolutely upon them Think thenj 

* my love, however hard they may be, neceffity com" 

* pels us to fubmit to them. I know in what light i 

* woman, who loves like you, muft confider fudi i 
' propofal ;' and yet how many inflances have you o; 
' women, who, from the fame motives, have fub- 

* mitted to the fame!* 

* What can you mean, Mr. Booth ?' cries Amelia 
trembling. 

* Need I explain my meaning to you mx)re ?' an- 
fwered Booth. — ^ Did I not fay, I muft give up m) 

* Amelia?' 

' Give me up !' faid fhe. 

* For a time only, I mean,' anfwered he; ' for a 
** (hort time perhaps. The colonel himfelf will take 

* care it fhall not be long — for I know his heart; I 

* fhall fcarce have more joy in receiving you back, 
' than he will have in refloring you to my arms. In 
' the mean time, he will not only be a father to mjr 

* children, but a hufband to you.' 

' A hufband to me !' faid Amelia. 

' Yes, my dear ; a kind, a fond, a tender, an af- 

* fedionate hufband. If I had not the moft certain 
' afTu ranees of this, doth my Amelia think" I could 

* be prevailed on to leave her? — No, my Amelia, 

* he is the only man on earth who could have pre- 
' vailed on me; but I know his houfe, his purfe, his 
' protection, will be all at your command — Andas 

* for any diflike you have conceived to his wife, let 
' not that be any objection : for I am convinced he 

* will not fuffer her to infultyou ; befides, fhe is cx- 
-^ tremely well-bred, and how much foever (he may 

* hate you in her heart, fhe will at leafl treat yott 
' with civility. 

* Nay, the invitation is not his, but her's ; and I 
' am convinced they will both behave to you with the 

* greatefl friendfhip : his I am fure will be fiacere, ai 

* to the wife of a friend entrulled to his care ; aid 
' hcr's will, from good bitedvtv^^ \v^Nt tic^x <i\\l^ die 
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appearances, bat the efie6ls, of the truefl friend- 
Oiip.' 

* I underfland you, my dear, at laft,* fakl fhe, 
ndeed (he had rambled into very ftrange conceits 
Dm ibme parts of his difcourfe) ' and I will give 
you my refolution in a word ■ I will do the duty 
of a wife ;- and that is, to attend her huiband 
wherever he goes.' 

Booth attempted to reafon with her,^ but all to no 
arpofe. She gave, indeed, a quiet hearing to all he 
lid, and even to thole parts which mod difpleafed 
er ears ; I mean, thofe in which he exaggerated the 
reat goodnefs and difinterefted generofity of his 
riend : but her refolution remained inflexible, and 
efiiled the force of all his arguments with a fteadinefs 
jf oppofition, which it would have been almoft excu* 
able in him to have conftrued into llubbornnefs. 

The doftor arrived in the midft of the difpute ; 
ind, having heard the merits of the caufe on both 
ides, delivered his opinion in the following words : 

* I have always thought it, my dear children, a 
' matter of the utmoft nicety, to interfere in any 
' differences between hufband and wife ; but, fince 
' you both defire me, with fuch earneftnefs, to give 
' you my fentiments on the prefent conteft between 
' you, I will give you my thoughts as well as I am 
' able. In the firft place then, can any thing be 

' more reafon able, than for a wife to defire to attend 
' her huiband ? It is, as my favourite child ob- 
serves, no more than a defire to do her duty; and 
I make no doubt but that i^ one great reafon of 
her infifting on it. And how c^n you yourfelf 
oppofe it ? Can love be its own enemy ; or can a 
huiband, who is fond of his wife, content himfelf 
almoft on any account with a long abfence from 
'her?' 

* You fpeak like an tngel, my dear do6lor Har- 
"fbn,* anfwered Amelia; * I am fure, if he loved 
as tenderly as I do, he could on no account fubmit 
to it.' 

' Pardon me, child,' cries the do6lor, ' there 
arc fome reafons, which would not oti\^ *^^xK"^^^ y^^ 
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*. leaving you, but which muft force him, if he 
« hath any real lOve for you, joined with common 

* fenfe, to make that election. If it was neceflkry, 

* for inftance, cither to your good, or to the good 

* of your children, he would not deferve the name 

* of a man, I am fure not that of a hufband, if he 
' hefitated a moment. - Nay, in that cafe, I am con- 

* vinced, you yourfelf would be an advocate for what 
*: you now oppofe. I fancy therefore I miftook him, 

* when I apprehended he faid, that the colonel made 

* Iris leaving you behind as the condition of getting 
*' him the commillion : for I koow my dear child hath 

* too much goodnefs, and too much fenfe, and too 

* much refolution, to prefer any temporary indul- 

* gence of her own paffions to the folid advantages of 

* her whole family.' 

* There, my dear,' cries Booth, * I knew what 
' opinion the doftor would be of. Nay, I am certain^, 

* there is not a wife man in the kingdom who would 

* fay other wife.' 

* Don't abufe me, young gentleman,' faid the doc-- 
tor, * with appellations I don't deferve.' 

* I abufe you, my dear do6lor !' cries Booth. 

-^ Yes my dear fir,' anfwered the dodor ; ' you 

* infinuated flily that I was wife, which, as the woKid 

* underilands the phrafe, I fhould be afhamed of ; 

* and my comfort is, that no one can accufe me juftly 
' of it ; I have juft given an inllance of the contrwy, 

* by throwing aw^y my advice.' 

* I hope, fir,' cries Booth, ' that will not be the 
' cafe.' 

* Yes, fir,' anfwered the do(Elor, ' I know it will 
-* be the cafe in the prefent inllance ; for either you 

* will not go at all, or my little turtle here will go 
' with you.' 

* You are in the right, dodlor,' cries Amelia. 

* I am forry for it,' faid the dodor; * for then I 

* aflure you, you are in the wrong.' 

' Indeed,' cries Amelia, ' if you knew all my 

* reafons, you would fay thoy were very flrong 
f ones.' 

' Very 
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' Very probaUy,' cries the doctor— * The knowledge 
'that they are ia the wrong, is a very ftrong reafon to 

* fome women to continue fo.' 

* Nay, do&or,' cries Amelia, ' yon (hall never 
' perfuade me of that. I will not oelieve that any 
' haman beii^ ever did an adion merely becaufe they 
' knew it to be wrong.' 

' I am obliged to you, my dear child/ faid the 
dodor, ' for declaring your refolution of not beiiig 
' perfuaded. Yoor huihand would never call me a 
' wife man again, if, after that declaration, I (hould 
' attempt to perfuade you.' 

' Well, I mult be content/ cries Amelia, ' to let 

* you think as you pleafe.' 

' That is very gracious, indeed/ faid the doflor. 
' Surely, in a country where the church fufFers others 
' to think as they pleafe, it would be very hard if they 
' had not themfelves the fame liberty. And yet, as 
' uoreafonable as the power of controuling men's 
' thoughts is reprefented, I will (hew you how you 
' /hall controul mine, whenever you defire it. 

* How, pray?* cries Amelia. * I fhould greatly 
' efteem that power.' 

' Why, whenever you aft like a wife woman,' cries 
the dodor, ' you will force me to think you fo ; and, 

* whenever you are pleafed to adl as you do now, I 
' fhall be obliged, whether I will pr no, to think as I 

* do now.' 

* Nay, dear dodlor,* cries Booth, * I am convinced 

* my Amelia will never do any thing to forfeit your 

* good opinion. Confider but the cruel hardfhip of 

* what fhe is to undergo, and you will make allowances 

* for the difficulty fhe makes in complying. To fay 
' the truth, when I examine my own heart, I have 

* more obligations to her than appear at firft fight ; 

* for, by obliging me to find arguments to perfuade 

* her, ihe hath aflifted me in conquering myfelf. In- 
' deed, if ihe had iliewn more refolution, I ihould have 

* (hewn lefs.' 

* So you think it necefliary then,* faid the dodtor^ 

* that there (hould be one fool at lead in every mar<- 

* ried couple. A mighty refolution truly 1 and weU 
Vol, XT, E * Niox^ 
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* worth your valuing yourfcif upon, to part with y 

* wife for a few months, in order to make the i 

* tune of her and yftur children. When you arc 

* leave her too in the care and protedlion of a fri< 

* that gives credit to the old ftories of friend (hip, i 

* doth an honour to human nature. What, in 

' name of goodnefs, do either of you think that ; 

* have made an union to endure for ever ? How v 

* cither of you bear that feparation which muft k 
' time or other, and perhaps very foon, be the lot 
' one of you ? Have you forgot that you are b 

* mortal ?■■■ As for Chriftianity, I fee you have 

* iigncd all pretenfions to it : for I make no dou 
' but that you have fo fet your hearts on the happin 

* you enjoy here together, that neither of you e 

* think a word of hereafter.* 

Amelia now burfl into tears ; upon which Bex 
begged the doftor to proceed no further. Indeed, 
would not have wanted the caution : for, howc 
blunt he appeared in his difcourfe, he had a tcndern 
of heart which is rarely found among men ; for whi 
I know no other reafon, than that true goodnefs 
rarely found among them : for I am firmly perfuade 
that the latter never pofTefTed any human mind in ai 
degree, without being attended by as large a porti* 
of the former. 

Thus ended the converfation on this fubjedl ; wh 
followed is not worth relating till the dodor earn 
off Booth with him to take a walk in the Park. 

C H A P. V. 

A cofi'verfathn betnueen Jmelia and dollar Harri/onfitti 
the refult, 

AMELIA being left alone, began to confid 
feiioufly of her condition ; fhe faw it would 
very difficult to refift the importunities of her hufbin 
backed by the authority of the dodlor ; efpecially 
fh^ Weir knew how uhreafonable her declaration oil 
"ilippt^i' to every one who was ignorant of her H 
Xn6tivt% td pcrfcverc m it. On xlfcit ovVvfct Vv^ud^ (he * 
•• * • - W 
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:ermined^ whatever might be the coniequence, 
-e firmly to her refolution of not accepting 
acl's invitation. 

1 fhe had turned the matter every way ini her 
nd^ vexed and tormented herfelf with much 
eflexion upon it, a thought at lail occurred to 
ich immediately brought her fome comfort. 
IS, to make a confident of the do£lor, and to 
3 him the whole truth. This method, indeed* 
I to her now to be fo advifeable, that ihe won- 
e had not hit upon it fooncr ; but it is the 
f defpair to blind us all to the means of fafety, 
eafy and apparent they may be. 
)g fixed her purpofe in her mind, fhe wrote 
note to the dodor, in which fhe acquainted 
t fhe had fomething of great moment to impart 
which miifl be an entire fecret from her huf- 
id begged that fhe might have an opportunity 
lunicating it as foon as poflible. 
r Harrifon received the letter that afternoon, 
nediately complied with Amelia's requefl in 
her. He found her drinking tea with her huf- 
id Mrs. Atkinfon, and fat down and joined 
pany. 

after the removal of the tea-table, Mrs. At- 
eft the room. The dodlor then turning to 
faid, ' I hope) captain, you have a true fenfc, 

obedience due to the church, though our 
do not often exad it. However, it is proper 
rcife our power fometimes, in order to remind 
ty of their duty. I mall tell y6u therefore, 
have fome private bufinefs with your wife ; 
expeci your immediate abfence.' 
)n my word, dodlor,' anfwered Booth, * no 

confefFjr, I firmly believe, ever pronounced 
1 and pleafure with more gravity and dignity ; 
herefore was ever more immediately obeyed 
ou fhall be.' Booth then quitted the room« 
ed the doftor to recall him when his buiineis 
lady was over. • 

r Harrifon promifed he would, and then 
to Amelia, he /aid, * Thus fat, maAa.m» \ 
E 2 * Wn^ 
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' have obeyed your commands, and am now ready c 

* receive the important fecret which you mention t 

* your note.' 

Amelia now informed her friend of all fhe knew 
all (he had feen and heard, and all that fhe fufpede 
of the colonel. The good man feemed greatly fhocke 
at the relation, and remained in a iilent afbniifa 
ment. Upon which > Amelia faid, ' Is ^rillany i 
< rare a thing, fir, that it ihould fo mnch farprii 

* you ?* '^ No child,' cries he ; * but I am ihockoi i 

* feeing it fo artfully difguifed under the appearanc 

* of fo much virtue. And to con fefs the truth, I b( 

* lievc my own vanity is a little hurt in having bee 

* fo grofsly impofed upon. Indeed, I had a very hig 

* regard for this man ; for, befides the great charade 

* given him by your hufband, and the many fads 
' have heard fo much redounding to his honour, I 

* hath the faireft and moA promifing appearance 

* have ever yet beheld — A good face, they fay, is 
' letter of recommendation. O nature, nature, wh 

I < art thou fo difhoneft, as ever to fend men with thei 

* falfe recommendations into the world !' 

« Indeed, my dear fir, I begin to grow entirely fie 
' of it,' cries Amelia : * For fufe all mankind almo 

* are villains in their hearts.' 

* Fie, child,' cries the dodlor. * Do not make 

* coQcluiion fo much to the difhonour of the grei 

* Creator. The nature of man is far from being i 

* itfelf evil : it abounds with benevolence, charit] 
' and pity, coveting praife and honour, and ihunniii 

* fhame and difgrace. Bad education, bad habits, ai 

* bad cuftoms, debauch our nature, and drive it he« 

* long as it were into vice. The governors of tl 

* world, and I am afraid the priedhood, are anfwe 

* able for the badnefs of it. Inftead of difcouragir 

* wickednefs to the ntmoll of their power, both t 

* apt to connive at it. In the great fin ofadulte 
« for inftance ; hath the government provided any li 

* to puniih it ; or doth the prieft take any care . 
'* corredl it? on the contrary, is the mod notork 

* pradice of it any detriment to a man's fortont*. 
' to bis jeputation in tlie vfOiVd^ dotk it exciiukj^ 

5 *^ 
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any preferment in the ftate, I had almoft faid, 
.e church ? is it any blot in his efcutcheon ? 
bar to his honoar ? is he not to be found every 
in the ademblies of women of the hrgheft 
ity ? in the clofets of the greateft men, and 

at the tables of bifhops ? What wonder then, 
le community in general^ treat this monftroui 
e as matter of jeft, and that men give way to 
:emptations of a violent appetite, when the in- 
ence of it is protededby law, and countenanced 
uftom ? I am convinced there are good (lamina 
he natufe of this very man : for he hath done 
of friendfhip and generofity to your hufband, 
re he could have any evil defign on your chaftity ; 
in a chriftian focicty, which I no more- efteem 
nation to be, than I do any part of Turky, I 
>t not but this very colonel would have made a 
:hy and valuable member.' 
ideed, my dear fir,' cries Amelia, * you are the 
ft as well as beft man in the world ■ ■ * 
ot a word of my wifdom,* cries the doctor, 
vc not a grain — I am not the leaft vcrfed in the 
ematiftic * art, as an old friend of mine calls it. 
low not how to get a (hilling, nor how to keep 
I my pocket, if 1 had it.* 

ut you underftand human nature to the bottom,' 
red Amelia ; * and your mind is the trcafury of 
mcientand modern learning.' 
ou are a little flatterer,' cries the dodlor ; * but 
(like you not for it. And to (hew you I don't, 
ill return your flattery ; and tell you, you have 
d with great prudence in concealing this affair 
1 your hu(band ; but you have drawn me into 
rape ; for I have promifed to dine with this fel- 
again to-morrow ; and you have made it impof- 
j for me to keep my word.' 
fay but, dear fir,' cries Amelia, * for Heaven's 
r, take care. If you fhew any kind of difrefpeft 
he colonel, my hu(band may be led into fome 
icion — efpecially after our conference.' 
he art of getting wealth is fo called b^ A.uft.QxVt vci VCv^ 

E 3 • ^^^^ 
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' Fear nothing, child. I will give him no hint; 

' and that I may be certain of not doing it, I will 

* ftay away. You do not think, I hope, that I will 
' join in a chearful converfation with Aich a man j 

* that I will fo far betray my charafter as to give any 
' countenance to fuch flagitious proceedings. Befides, 

* my promife was only conditional ; and I do not 

* know whether I could otherwife have kept it: fori 
' ' expeft an old friend every day, who comes to town 

* twenty miles on foot to fee me ; whom I (hall not 

* part with on any account : for, as he is very poor, he 
^ may imagine I treat him with difrefpedt.' 

* Well, fir,' cries Amelia, * I mull admire you, 

* and love you for your goodneCs.' 
' Muft you love me ? ' cries the doftor. * I could 

' cure you now in a minute, if I pleafed.* 
' Indeed, I defy you, fir,' faid Amelia. 
' If I could but perfuade you," anfwered he, * that 
'/ 1 thought you not handfome, away would vanifh:all 
' ideas of goodnefs in an inflant. Confefs honeSdy, 

* would they not?' 

* Perhaps I might blame the goodnefs of yonr . i 

* eyes,' replied Amelia ; ' and that is perhaps an 
' honefter confefHon than you expeded. But do, 
' pray, fir, be ferious ; and give me your advice what 

* to do. Confider the difficult game I have to play: 

* for I am fure, after what I have told you, you would 

* not even fufFer me to remain under the roof of this 

* colonql.' 

* No, indeed, would X not,' faid the do6lor, ' whilft 

* I have a houfe of my own to entertain you.* 

* But how to diffuade my hulband,' continued fbei 
' without giving him any fufpicion of the real caufe, 

* the confequences of his gueffing at which, I tremble 

* to think upon.' 

* I will confult my pillow upon it,* faid the doftor, 
' and in the morning you fhall fee me again. In the 

* mean time be comforted, and compofe the pertur- 

* bations of your mind.' 

* Well, fir,' faid flie, ' I put my whole troft iB 

* vou.* 

« lam 
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' I am forry to hear it/ cries the dod:or. ' Your 
' innocence may give you a very confident trufl in 
' a much more powerful afliftance. However, I will 

* do all 1 can to ferve you ; and now, if you pleafe, 

* we will call back your hufband : for, upon my word, 

* he hath fliewn a good catholic patience. And where 
' is the honell ferjeant and his wife ? I am pleafed 

* with the behaviour of you both to that worthy hU 

* low, in oppofition to the cuilom of the world; 
' which, inllead of being formed on the precepts of" 

* our religion, to confider each other as brethren, 

* teaches us to regard thofe who are a degree below 

* us, either in rank or fortune, as a fpecies of be- 

* ings of an inferior order in the creation.' 

The captain now returned into the room, as did the 
ferjeant and Mrs Atkinfon ; and the two couple, with 
the doAor, fpent the gvening together in great mirth 
and feftivity ; for the dodor was one of the bell com- 
panions in the world ; and a vein of chearfulnefs, 
good-hamour and pleafantry, ran through his con- 
verfation^ with which it was impofiible to xe&ft being 
pleafed. 

CHAP. VI. 

Contaitti^ as /urprifing an accident as is perhaps recorded 

^ in hiftory, 

BOOTH had acquainted t!he ferjeant with the 
great goodnefs of Colonel James, and with th^ 
chearful profpedls which he entertained from it. This 
Atkinfon beiiihd the curtain communicated to his 
wife. The conclufions which (he drew from it, need 
fcarce.be hinted to the reader. She made, indeed, 
no fcruple of plainly and bluntly telling her hufband 
that the colonel had a moft manifeit intention to at- 
tack the chaftity of Amelia. 

This thought gave the poor ferjeant great uneafihefs, 

and after having kept him long awake, tormcjnted 

him in his fleep with a moft horrid dream, in which 

. he imagined that he faw the colonel (Vanding by the 

bed-fide of Amelia, with a naked <word viv Va^ \w^.\v^, 

£ 4 ^.tv^ 
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and threatening to ilab her inflantly^ unlefs (he com- 
plied with bis defircs. Upon this, the ferjeant ftarted 
up in his bed, and catching his wife by the throat, 
cried out, * D — n you, put up your fword this inHant, 
' and leave the room, or by Heaven I'll cli'ivc mine to 
' your heart's blood.' 

This rough treatnnent immediately ronfed Mrs. 
Atkinfon from her fleep, who no fooner perceived 
the pofition of her hufband, and felt his hand grafping 
her throat, than fhe gave a violent fhriek, and prc- 
fently fell into a fit. 

Atkinfon now walced likcwife, and foon became 
Tenfible of the violent agitations of his wife. He 
immediately leapt out of bed, and running for a bot- 
tle of water, began to fprinkle hef very plentifully; 
but all to no purpofe, fiie neither fpoke, nor gave 
any fymptoms of recovery. Atkinfon then began to 
roar aloud; upon which, Sooth, who lay onder htsii 
-jumpt from his bed, and ran up with the lighted can- 
dle in his hand. The ferjeant had no ibo»er tdsea 
the candle, than he ran with it to the bed-iide, H^ 
he beheld a fight which almoft deprived him of hia 
fcnfes. The bed appeared to be all over blood ; and 
his wife weltering in the midft of it. Upon this> the 
ferjeant, almoft in a frenzy, cried out, * O Heavens! 

* I have killed my wife. I have dabbed her. I hive 

* ftabbed her.'—' What can be the meaning of all 

* this? ' faid Booth. — ' O fir,' cries the ferjeant^ 'I 
' dreamt I was refcuing your lady from the hands of 
' Colonel James, and I have killed my poor wife.—* 
Here he threw himfelf upon the bed by her, can^t 
her in his arms, and behaved like one frantic witK 
defpair. 

By this time, Amelia had throw on a wrapping 
gown, and was come up into the room, where the fer- 
jeant and his wife were lying on the bed, and Booth 
Handing like a motion lefs flatue by the bed-fide. 
Amelia had fome difiiculty to conquer the ciFefts of 
her own furprife on this occafion ; for a more ghaftly 
and horrible fight than the bed prefented, could not be 
conceived. 

Amcli* 
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Amelia fent Booth to call up the maid of the houfe, 
n order to lend her aififtance ; but^ before his retnrn^ 
Vfrs. Atkinfon began to come to herfelf ; and foon 
ifter, to the inexpreffible joy of the fcrjeant, it was 
lifcovered (he had no wound. Indeed, the delicate nofe 
)f Amelia foon made that difcovery, which the groifer 
Inell of the fcrjeant, and perhaps his fright, had pre- 
irented him from making : for now it appeared that the 
red liquor with which the bed was (lained, though it 
may, perhaps, fometimes run through the veins of a fino 
lady, was not what is properly called blood; but 
was, indeed, no other than cherry brandy, a bottle 
of which Mrs. Atkinfon always kept in her room to 
be ready for immediate ufe; and to which flie ufed 
to apply for comfort in all her afflidlions. This the 
poor ferjeant, in his extreme hurry, had miftaken for 
a bottle of water. Matters were now foon accommo- 
dated ; and no other mifchief appeared to be done, 
unlefs to the bed-cloaths. Amelia and Booth returned 
back to their room ; and Mrs. Atkinfon rofe from 
her bed, in order to equip it with a pair of clean 
iheets. 

And thus this adventure would have ended with- 
out producing any kind of confequence, had not 
the words, which the ferjeant uttered in his frenzy, 
^ade fom« (light impreflion on Booth : fo much, at 
Icaft, as to awaken his curio(ity ; fo that in the morn- 
ing when he aroie, he fent for the ferjeant, and de- 
fired to hear the particulars of this dream, fince 
Amelia was concerned in it. 

^ The ferjeant, at firft, feemed unwilling to comply, 
and endeavoured to make excufes. This, perhaps, 
encreafcd Booth's curiofjty, and he faid, * Nay, I am 

* refolved to hear it. why, you (impleton, do you 
' imagine me weak enough to be aiFedted by a dream, 

* however terrible it may be?' 

' Nay, fir,* cries the ferjeant, * as for that matter, 
' dreams have (bmetimes fallen out to be true.— 
' One of my own, I know, did fo, concerning /our 
' honour : for when you courted my young lady, X 

* dreamt you was married to her ; and yet it was 

* at a time when neither I myfelf, nor any of the 

E 5 * ^Q^titq> 
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* coantry, thought you would ever obtain I 
' But, Heaven forbid this dream fhould ever com( 
' pafs/ 

* Why, what was this dream?' cries Booth. 
' iniift on knowing.' 

' To be fure, fir,' cries the ferjeant, * I muft 

* refufe you ; but, I hope, you will never think 

* more of it. Why then, fir, I dreamt that your 

* nour was gone to the Weft-Indies, and had 
' my lady in the care of Colonel James ; and 

* night, I dreamt the colonel came to my lady's b 

* fide, offering to ravifli her ; and with a drawn fw 
' in his hand, threatening to ftab her that mom( 
' anlefs (he would comply with his defires. Ho 

* came to be by, I know not ; but, I dreamt, Iruf 

* upon him, caught him by the throat, and fwo 

* would put him to death, unlefs he inftantly left 

* room.— Here I waked, and this was my drej 
' I never paid any regard to a dream in my lif 
' but, indeed, I never dreamt any thing fo very p] 

* as this. It appeared downright reality. I am A 

* I have left the marks of my fingers in my wi 
' throat, i would not have taken an hundred poi 

* to have ufed her fo..' 

* Faith,' cries Booth, ' it was an odd dream— i 

* not fo eafily to be accounted for, as that you '. 
' formerly of my marriage ; for as Shakefpear d 

* Dreams denote a foregone conclufion. Now it is : 

* pofiible you fhould ever have thought of any f 

* matter as this.' 

' However, fir,' cries the ferjeant, * it is in y 

* honour's power to prevent any poffibility of 

' dream's coming to pafs, by not leaving my lad] 

* the care of the colonel : if you muft go from 1 

* certainly there are other places where fhe may 
J with great fafety ; and fince my wife tells me-l 

* my lady is fo vcfy unwilling, whatever reafons 
' may have, I hope your honour will oblige her.* 

* Now I recoiled it,' cries Booth, ' Mrs. Atkit 

* hath once or twice dropt fome difrefpeftful w< 

* of the colonel. He hath done fomething to difob 

* her.' 
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* He hath, ipdeed fir,' replied the ferjeant : * He 

* hath faid that of her which ihe doth npt defervc, 

* and for which, if he had been my fuperior of- 

* ficer, I would have cut both his ears off. — Nay, for 
' that matter, he can fpeak ill of other people befides 
' iier.' 

' Do you know, Atkinfon,* cries Booth, very 
gravely, ' that you are talking of the deareft friend 1 

* have?' 

* To be honeft then,' anfwered the ferjeant, 'I 
' do not think fo. If 1 did, I fhould love him much 
' better than I do.* 

* I muft and will have this explained,' cries Booth. 

* I have too good an opinion of you, Atkinfon, to 

* think you would drop fuch things as you have, 
' without fome reafon — and I will know it.' 

' I am forry I have dropt a word,' cries Atkinfon. 

* I am fure, I did not intend it ; and your "honour 

* hath drawn it from me unawares.' 

* Indeed, Atkinfon,' cries Booth, * you have made 

* me very uneafy, and I muft be fatisfied.' 

* Then, fir,' faid the ferjeant, ' you fhall give me 

* your word of honour; or I will be cut into ten 

* thoufand pieces before 1 will mention another £yU 

* lable.' 

' What fhall I promife ?' faid Booth. 

' That you will not refent any thing I (hall lay to 
' the colonel,' anfwered Atkinfon. 

' Refent ! — Well, I give you my honour,* faid 
Booth. 

'The ferjeant made him bind himfelf over and over 
again ; and then related to him the fcene which for- 
merly paft between the colonel and himfelf, as far as • 
concerned Booth hinjfelf ; but concealed all that moj-e 
immediately related to Amelia. 

* Atkinfon,' cries Booth, * I cannot be angry with 

* you; for I know you love me, and I have many 

* obligations to you ; but you have done wrong in 

* cenfuring the colonel for what he faid of me. I de- 

* ferve all that he faid; and his cenfures proceeded 

* from his^friendihip.' 

E 6 ' But 
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* mc— I Ipvc you, I adore you for it. Indeed, I 

* could not forgive a flighting word on yoo. — Bat 

* why do I compare things fo unlike ? what the colo- 

* nel faid of me was juft and true ; every reflexion on 

* my Amelia muft be falfe and villainous.' 

The difcernment of Amelia was extremely quick; 
and flie now perceived what had happened, and how 
much her hufband knew of the truth. She tefolved 
therefore to humour him, and fell feverely on Colo- 
nel James for what he had faid to the ferjeant, which 
Booth endeavoured all he could to foften ; and thos 
ended this affair, which had brought Booth to the very 
brink of a difcovery, which mull have given him the 
highefl torment, if it had not produced any of thofe 
tragical efleds which Amelia apprehended. 

CHAP. vir. 

In fwhich the author appears to he mafier of that profound 
learning called ¥he Knonvleifge of the Teivn, 

MR S. James now came to pay a morning's vifit 
to Amelia. She entered the room with her 
ufual gaiety, and after a flight preface, addrefling 
herfelf to Booth, faid, flie had been quarrelling with 
her hufl)and on his account. ' I know not,' faid (he, 

* what he means by thinking of fending you the lord 

* knows whither. I have infilled on his aiking fome- 

* thing for you nearer home. And it would be the 
« hardell thing in the world, if he fliould not obtain 

* it. Are we refolved never to encourage merit; but 

* to throw away all our preferments on thofe who do 

* not deferve them ? what a fet of contemptible 
' wretches do we fee flrutting about the town in fcar- 

* let!» 

Booth made a very low bow, and modeftly fpokc in 
difparagement of himfelf. To which flie anfweredi 

* Indeed, Mr. Booth, you have merit. I have 

* heard it from my. brother, who is a judge of thofe 

* matteis ; and I am fure cannot be fufpefited of flat- 
' tery. He is your friend as well as myfelf ; and we 

' wili 
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' will never let Mr. James reft till he hath got you a 
' commiflion in England.' 

Booth bowed again, and was offering to fpeak, birt 
Ihe interrupted him, faying, * I will have no thanks, 

* nor no fine fpeeches. If I can do you any fervicc, I 
' ihall think I am only paying the debt of friendihip 

* to my dear Mrs. Booth.' 

Amelia, who had long fince forgot the diflike fhe 
had taken to Mrs. James at her firft feeing her in town, 
had attributed it to the right caufe, and had begun to 
refume her former friendihip for her, exprefled very 
warm fen timents of gratitude on this occaiion. She 
told Mrs. James, ihe ihould be eternally obliged to 
her if Ihe could fucceed in her kind endeavours ; for 
that the thoughts of parting again with her hulband 
had given her the utmoft concern. ' Indeed,' added 
ihe, * I cannot help faying, he hath fome merit in 

* the fervice : for he hath received two. dreadful 

* wounds in it, one of which very greatly endangered 
' his life ; and I am convinced, if his pretenfions were 
' backed with any intereft, he would not fail of fuc- 
' cefs.' 

' They ihall be backed with intereft,' cries Mrs. 
James, * if my huibaifd hath any. He hath no fa- 

* vour to aik for himfelf, nor for any other friend 
^ that I know of; and indeed, to grant a man his juft 
' due, ought hardly to be thought a favour. Refume 

* your old gaiety, therefore, my dear Emily. Lordl 

' I remember the time when you was much the gayer ^ 

* creature of the two. But you make an arrant mope 

* of yourfelf, by confining yourfelf at home. One 

* never meets you any where. Come, you ihall go 
' with me to the lady Betty Caftleton's.' 

* Indeed, you muft excufe me, my dear,' anfwered 
Amelia, *I do not know Lady Betty.* 
' Not know Lady Betty I how is that pofiible ?— 

* Burno niatter, I will introduce you — She keeps a 
' morning rout ; hardly a rout, indeed ; a little bit 

* of a drum — only four ot iivt tables — Come, take 

* your capuchine ; you pofitively ihall go — Booth, 

* you ihall go with us too. Though you are with your 

* wife J another woman will keep you in countenance.' 
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* La I child/ cries Amelia, «* how yon rattle !' 

' I am in fpirits/ anfwered Mrs. Tames> * this 
' morning : for I won four rubbers togetner laft night; 

* and betted the things, and won almoft every bet. I 
' am in luck, and we will contrive to be partners— 
« Come.' 

* Nay, child, you (hall not refufe Mrs. James,' /aid 
Booth. 

' I have fcarce feen my children to-day,' anfwerfd 
Amelia. ' Befides, I mortally deteft cards.' 

' Deteft cards !' cries Mrs. James. ' How can yea 
' be fo ftupid ? I would not live a day without them— 
*■ Nay, indeed, I do not believe I ihould be able to 
' exift. Is there fo delightful a fight in the world, as 

* the four honours in one's own hand, unlefs it be 
' three natural aces at bragg— And you really hate 

* cards!' 

' Upon reflexion,' cries Amelia, ' I have .fome- 

* times had great pleafure in them — in feeing my 
' children build houfes with them. My little boy is 

* fo dexterous, that he will fometimes build up the 

* whole pack.' 

* Indeed, Booth,* cries Mrs. James, ' this good 
' woman of yours is ftrangely altered fince I knew her 
' firft ; but fhe will always be a good creature.' 

' Upon my word, my dear,' cries Amelia, * yoo 

* are altered too very greatly ; but I doubt not to live 
' to fee you alter again, when you come to have ts 

* many children as I have.* 

' Children 1' cries Mrs. James, ' you make mc 
' fhudder. How can you envy me the only circum- 

* fiance which makes matrimony comfortable ?' 

* Indeed, my dear,' faid Amelia, * you injure me: 

* for I envy no woman's happinefs in marriage.' At 
thefe words, fuch looks paft between Booth and his 
wife, as, to a fcnfible by-ftander, would have made 
all the airs of Mrs. James appear in the higheft de- 
gree contemptible, and would have rendered herfelf 
the objed of compaffion. Nor could that lady avoid 
looking a little filly on the occafion. 

Amelia now, at the earneft defire of her hufband, 
accoutred herfelf to attend her friend ; but &tSl (he ih- 
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&fted on vifiting her children, to whom Ihe gave feve- 
ral hearty kifles, and then recommending them to the 
care of Mrs. Atkinfon, fhe and her hufband accompa- 
nied Mrs. James to the rout ; where few of my fine 
readers will be difpleafed to make part of the company. 

The two ladies and Booth then entered an apart- 
ment befet with card- tables, like the rooms at Batk 
and Tunbridge. Mrs. James immediately introduced 
her friends to Lady Betty ; who received them very 
civilly, and prefently engaged Booth and Mrs. James 
in a party at whift ; for, as to Amelia, ihe fo muck 
declined playing, that, as the party could be filled 
K^ithoQt her, (he was permitted to fit by. 

And now, who ihould make his appearance but the 
noble peer, of whom £0 much honourable mention 
hath already been made in this hiftory. He walked 
diredly up to Amelia, and addrefied her with ta per- 
fe^ a confidence, as if he had not been in the leaft 
confcioiis of havings in any manner difpleafed her ; 
tbovgh the reader will hardly fuppoie that Mrs. Elii- 
fon had kept any thing a fecret from him. 

Amelia was not, however, fo forgetful. She made 
kim a very diftant curtefy, would icarce vouch fafe an 
anfwer to any thing he faid ; and took the firft oppor- 
tunity of fhiftiag her chair, and retiring from him. 

Her behaviour, indeed, was fuch,' that the peer 
plainly perceived, that he Aiould get no advantage by 
parfuing her any farther at prefent. Inftead, uere« 
fore, of attempting to follow her, he turned on his 
heel, and addreflfed his difcourfe to another lady ; 
though ke could not avoid often calling his eyes to- 
wards Amelia as long as fhe remained in the room. 

Fortune', which feems to have been generally no 
great friend to Mr. Booth, gave him no extraordinary 
marks of her favour at play. He loft two full rub- 
bers, which coft him five guineas ; after which Ame- 
lia, who was uneafy at his lordftiip's prefence, begged 
him in a whifper to return home ; with which requeft 
he diredly complied. 

Nothing, I "think, remarkable happened to Booth, 
unlefs the renewal of his acquaintance with an officer 
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whom he had known abroad > and who made one of 
his party at the whift- table. 

The name of this gentleman, with whom the read- 
er will hereafter be better acquainted, was Trent. 
He had formerly been in the fame regiment with 
Booth, and there was fome intimacy between them. 
Captain Trent expreft great delight in meeting his 
Brother officer, and both mutually promifed to vifit 
each other. 

The fcenes which had paft the preceding night and 
that morning had fo confuf^d Amelia's thoughts, that, 
in the hurry in which fhe was carried off by Mrs. 
James, Ihe had entirely forgot her appointment with 
Dr. Harrifon. When (he was informed at her return 
home, that the dodor had been to wait upon her, and 
had exprefTed fome anger at her being gone out, ihe 
became greatly unearfy, and begged of her hufband to 
go to the dodor's lodgings, and make her apology. 

But left the reader (hould be as angry with the doc- 
tor, as he had declared himfelf with Amelia, we think 
proper to explain the matter. Nothing then was far- 
ther from the dodor's mind than the conception of any 
anger towards Amelia. On the contrary, when the 
girl anfwered him, that her miftrefs was not at home, 
the do^or faid with great good humour, ' How ! not 
' at home ! then tell your miftrefs fhe is a giddy vaga- 

* bond, and I will come to fee Jier no more till ihe 

* fends for me.' — This the poor girl, from mifundcr- 
ftanding one word, and half forgetting the reft, had 
conftrued into great paffion and feveral very bad words, 
and a declaration that he v^ould n^ver fee Amelia any 
more. 

CHAP. VIII. 

In fwhich ttjuo Jirangers make their appearance, 

BOOTH went to the dodlor's lodgings, and 
found him engaged with his country friend and 
his fon, a young gentleman who was lately in orders; 
both whom the dodor had left, to keep his appoint- 
ment with Amelia. 
After what we mexiuoned at the end of the lat 
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chapter,- we need take little notice of the apology 
made by Booth, or the doftor's reception of it, which 
was in his peculiar manner. * Your wife,' faid he, 
' is a vain huffy to think herfelf worth my anger; but 

* tell her, I have the vanity myfelf to think 1 cannot 

* be angry without a better caufe. And yet tell 
' her, 1 intend to punifh her for. her levity: for if 
' you go abroad, I have determined to take her down 

* with me into the country, and make her do penance 

* there till your return.' 

* Dear fir,' faid Booth, ' I know npt how to thank 
' you, if you are in earneft.' 

i « * I affure you then I am in earned,' cries the doftor ; 
J * but you need not thank me, however, fince you ' 
5 * know not how,—' 

* But would not that, fir,* faid Booth, * be fhew- 
' ing a flight to the coloneFs invitation ? and you 
' know I have fo many obligations to him.' 

Ltl ' Don't tell me of the colonel,' cries the dodlor ; ' the 
iki ' charch is to be firfl ferved. Befides, fir, I have 
6: • priority of right, eyen to you yourfelf. You flole 
c * my little lamb from me : for I was her iirft love.' 
:3 ' Well, .fir,' cries Booth, ' if I fhould be fo un- 
t ' happy to leave hemo any one, fhe muil herfelf de- 
si ' termine ; and, I believe, it will not be difficult to 
' guefs where her choice will fall : for of all men, next 
' to her hufband, 1 believe, none can contend with 
f^ * Dr. Harrifon in her favour.' ^ 
'^ ' Since you fay fo,' cries the dodlor, — * fetch her 

* hither to dine with us : for I am at leaft fo good a 

* chriftian to love thofe that love me— I will (hew you 
' my daughter, my old friend ; for I am really proud 

* of her — and you may bring my grand- children with 
' you, if you pleafe.* 

Booth made fome compliments, and then went on 
Ms errand. As foonas he was gone, the old gentle- 
Wan faid to the doftor, ' Pray, my good friend, what 

* daughter is this of yours ? 1 never fo much as heard 

* that you was married.' 

* And what then,' cries the doftor, ' did you ever 
' hear that a pope was married ; and yet fome of them 

* have had fons and daughters, I believe \ Vi>ii,\vo>«- 
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* ever, this young gentleman will abfolve me witho 

* obliging me to penance.' 

* I have not yet that power/ anfwered the youi 
clergyman 2 * For I am only in deacon's orders.' 

* Are you not ? ' cries the dodlor ; * why theWj 

* will abfolve myfelf. Yon are to know then, n 

* good friend, that this young lady was the daught 

* of a neighbour of mine, who is fincc dead, ai 

* whole iins I hope are forgiven : for (he had too ma 
' to anfwer for on her child's account. Her fath 
' was my intimate acquaintance and friend ; a wo 

* ihier man, indeed, I believe, never lived. He di 
' fuddenly when his children were infants ; and, pe 
' haps, to the fuddennefs of his death it was owin 

* that he did not recommend any care of them to m 

* However, I, in fome meafure, took that charj 
' upon me ; and particularly of her whom I call a 

* daughter. Indeed, as (he grew up, (he difcovcrt 
' fb many good qualities, that ihe wanted not the r< 
^ membrance of her father's merit to recommend 1m 
' I do her no aiore than jnftice, wken I fay, (he is 01 
' of the beft creatures I ever knew. She hath a f^ee 

* nefs of temper, a generofity of fpirit, an openn( 

* of heart -» in a word, (he hath a true chriftian di 

* portion. I may call her an Ifraelite indeed, 

* whom there is no guile.' 

' I wifh yon joy of your daughter,' cries the 
gentleman : ' For to a man of your difpo(ition, 
' find out an adequate objed of your benevolencei i 

* I acknowledge, to find a treafure.' 

* It is, indeed, a happinefs,' cries the do6lor. 

' The greateft di(ficulty,* added the gentlema 

* which perfons of your turn of mind meet with, is 

* finding proper objects of their goodnefs : for n 
' thing fure can be more irkfome to a generous xnin 
' than to difcover, that it hath thrown away all 

' good offices on a foil that bears no other fruit th 

* ingratitude.' 

* I remember,' cries the do^or, ' Phocylici 
.' faith. 
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Mil Mtaor tu l^iff •^Uftitf l<ff ir* hi o^/ln,^ 

' But he fpeaki more like a philofopher than a 
' chriftian. I am more pleafed with a French writer, 

* one of the heft, indeed, that I ever read ; who 
' blames men for lamenting the ill return which is fo 

* often made to the beft offices f. A troe chriftian 
' can never be diiappointed, if he doth not receive his 

[ * reward in this world : the labourer might as well 
\ * complain, that he is not paid his hire in the middle 
} * of the day/ 
\ ' I own, indeed/ faid the gentleman, ' if we fee it 

* in that light '* 

* And in what light ihould we fee it ? * anfwered the 
dodor. * Arc we like Agrippa, only alraoft chrifti- 

* ans ? or, is chriftianity a matter of bare theory, and 

* not a rule for our praAice ? ' 
' Pradical undoubtedly, undoubtedly pradlical,* 

cries the gentleman. * Your example might indeed 

* have convinced me long ago, that we ought to do 

* good to every one^' 

* Pardon me, father,* cries the young divine, ' that 

* is rather a heathenifli than a chriftian dodlrine. Ho- 
' mer, I remember, introduces in his Iliad one Axy- 
' las, of whom he feys, 

TldiHcu >«f ft\ita-it,tt» 

' But Plato, who of all the heathens came nearefl to 
' the chriftian philofophy, condemned this as impi- 
' ous dodrine ; fo Euftathius tells us, folio 474. 

* I know he doth,' cries the dodor, ' and fo Barnes 
' tells us, in his note upon the place ; but if you re- 

* member the reft of the quotation, as well as you do 
' that from Euftathius, you might have added the ob- 
' fervation which Mr. Dryden makes in favour of this 
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* To do a kindnefi to a bad man, is like fowing your feed in 
thefea. f D'Efprit. 

I He wai a friend to mankind, for he loved them all. 
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* pafTage, that he found not in all the Latin authors 

* fo admirable an inllance of exteniive humanity. You 

* might, have likewife remembered the noble fenti- 

* mtnt, with which Mr. Barnes ends his note, the 

* fenfe of which is taken from the fifth chapter of 

* Matthew, 

• Sc i ftl^ itkiot9 

* It feems, therefore, as if this charafter rather be- 

* came a chriflian than a heathen : for Homer could 

* not have tranfcribed it from any of his deities. 
' Whom is it, therefore, we imitate by fuch exteniive 

* benevolence ? ' 

* What a prodigious memory you have ! ' cries the 
old gentleman : * Indeed, fon, you muft not contend 

* with the do<flor in thefe matters.' 

' I Ihall not give my opinion haftily,' cries the 
foR. '' I know again what Mr.. Poole, in his Anno- 

* tations, fays on that verfe of St. Matthew— That it 

* is only to ^ea/> up coah of fire upon their heads'-'^^'Ji 

* are' we to underftand, pray, the text immediately 

* preceding ? Loue your enemies , blefs them that curft 
' jouy do good to them that hate you J* 

* You know, I fuppofe, young gentleman,* faidthc 
do£lor, * how thefe words are generally underllood— 

* The commentator you mention, I think, tells us, 

* that love is not here to be taken in the ftricl fenfe, fo 

* as to fignify the complacency of the heart ; you may 

* hate your enemies as God's enemies, and feek due 
♦revenge of them for hii honour; and for your own 
' fakes too you may feek moderate fatisfadtion of 

* them ; but then, you are to love them with a love 
' coniiftent with thefe things — that is to fay, in plainer 

* words, you are to ' love them and hate them, -and 

* blefs and curfe, and do them good and mifchief.' 

' Excellent ! admirable 1 ' faid the old gentleman. 

* You have a moft inimitable turn to ridicule.' 

* I do not approve ridicule,' faid the fon, * on fuel' 
' fubjeds.' 

' No 
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* Nor I neither/ cries the dodlor, ' I will give you 
' my opinion, therefore, very ferioufly. The two 
^ verfes taken together cotitain a very pofitive precept, 
' delivered in the plained words, and yet illuftrated 

* by the cleareft inftance, in the condudl of the Su- 

* preme Being; and laftly, the practice of this pre- 
' cept is moft nobly inforced by the reward annexed— 

* that ye may be the children y and fo forth. No man, 
' who underflands what it is to love, and to blefs, and 
' to do good, can midake the meaning. But if they 
' required any comment, the fcripture itfelf affords 
' enow. If thine enemy hunger, feed him 'y if he thirfty 
' give him drink ; not rendering e'vilfor e'viiy or railing 
^ for railing, hut contrari'-wife, hleffing^^Thty do not, 
' indeed, want the comments of men, who, whe» 
^ they cannot bend their minds to the obedience of 
' fcripture, kre defirous to wreft fcripture to a com- 
' pliance with their own inclinations.* 

* Moft nobly and juftly obferved,* cries the old gen- 
tleman. ' Indeed, my good friend, you have ex- 
' plained the text with the utmoft perfpicuity.' 

* But if this be the meaning,' cries the fon, * there 
' muft be an end of all law and juftice fori do 

* not fee how any man can prolecute his enemy in at 
' court of ju nice.' 

* Pardon me fir,' cries the doftor. * Indeed, as 
•an enemy merely, and from a fpirit of revenge, 

* he cannot, and he ought not to profecute him ; but 
' as an offender again ft the laws of his country, he 

* may, and it is his duty fo to dp : is there any fpirit 

* of revenge in the magiftrates or officers of juftice, 
' when they punifh criminals ? Why do fuch, ordi- 
' narlly I mean, concern themfelves in inflicting pu- 
' nifhments, but becaufe it is their duty ? and why 
-may not a private man deliver an offender into the 
'hands of juftice, from the fame laudable motive? 

* Revenge, indeed, of all kinds is ftridly prohibited ; 
' wherefore, as we are not to execute with our own 
' hands, fo neither are we to make ufe of the law as 

the inftrument of private malice, and to worry each 
other with inveteracy and rancour. And where \s 
the great difficult/ in obeying this mfe> >ii\% 'iyi.^^- 
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* rous, this noble precept ? If revenge be, as a cer- 
' tain divine, not greatly to his honour, calls it, the 
« moil lufcious morfel the devil ever dropt into the 

* mouth of a iinner, it muft be allowed at lead to cofl 
' us often extremely dear. It is a dainty, if indeed 

< it be one, which we come at with great inquietadcj 

* with great difficulty, and with great danger. How- 
' ever pleafant it may be to the palate, while we arc 

* feeding on it, it is fure to leave a bitter reliih be- 
' hind it; and ib far, indeed, it may be called alif- 

< dons morfel, that the mofl greedy appetites are foon 
' glutted, and the mod eager longing for it is ibon 
' turned into loathiug and repentance. I allow there 
' is fomething tempting in its outward appearaoce ; 
' but it is like the beautiful colour of fome poiibos, 
' from which, however they may attradt our eyes, a 
' regard to our own welfare commands us to abftaior 

* And this is an abfHnence to which wifdom alone, 
' without any divine command, hath been c^ten found 

* adequate ; with inftances of which, the Greek and 
' Latin authors every where abound. May not a 

* chriftian, therefore, be well alharaed of making a 
' ftumbling-block of a precept, which is not onlycoa- 
' Ment with his worldly interefl:, but to which To 

* noble an incentive is propofed ? ' 

The old gentleman fell into raptures at this fpeech, 
and after making many compliments to the do6or 
upon it, he turned to his fon, and told him, he had an 
opportunity now of learning more in one day, than he 
had learnt at the univeriity in a twelve-month. 

The fon replied, that he allowed the doftrine to 
be extremely good in general, and that he agreed with 
the greater part ; ' butlmullmakeadillindion,' faid 
he. However, he was interrupted from his diftinftioo 
at prefent ; for now Booth returned with Amelia and 
the children. 
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CHAP. IX. 

A /cent of modern <wit and humour* 

the afternoon, the old gentleman propofed a 
^alk to Vauxhall ; a place of which^ he faid^ he 
heard much, but had never feen it. 
be dodlor readily agreed to his friend's propo- 
and foon after ordered two coaches to be lent 
3 carry the whole company. But when the fervant 
gone for them. Booth acquainted the dodor that 
IS yet too early. * Is it fo ? ' faid the dodor ; 
ly then, I will carry you firft to one of the greatell 
d higheft entertainments in the world.' 
he children pricked up their ears at this; nor did 
of the company guefs what he meant ; and Ame« 
(ked whz^t entertainment he could carry them to at 
time of the day. 

Suppofe,' fays the dodor, * I fhould carry you to 
urt ? ' 

At five o'clock in the afternoon I ' cries Booth. 
Ay, fuppofe I fhould have intereit enough torin- 
)duce you into the prefence ? ' 
You are jefting, dear fir,' cries Amelia, 
Indeed, I am ferious,' anfwered the dodlor. ' I 
11 introduce you into that prefence, compared to 
]om the greatell emperor on the earth is many mil- 
)ns of degrees meaner than the moil contemptible 
ptile is to him. What entertainment can there be 
a rational being equal to this ? was not the talle 
mankind mofl wretchedly depraved, where would 
e vain man find an honour, or where would the 
ve of pleafure propofe fo adequate an objedt as di- 
ne worfhip ? with what ecflafy muft the contem- 
ation of being admitted to fuch a prefence fill the 
ind ! The pitiful courts of princes are open to 
w, and to thofe only at particular feafons ; bat 
om this glorious and gracious prefence, we are 
)ne of us, and at no time, excluded.' 
'he dodor was proceeding thus, when the fervant 
rned, faying, the coaches were ready \ "^xA xV^ 
■OL. XL F vj\ko\t 
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-whole company with the grezt&R alacrity attended th( 
^odor to St. James's church. 

When the fervice was ended, and they were agair 
got into their coaches, Amelia returned the dodoi 
many thanks for the lighjt in which he had placed di- 
vine worfliip; afluring nim, that fhe had never be- 
fore had fo much tranfport in her devotion as at thl 
time, and iaying, fhe believed Ihe fhould be .the bctta 
for this notion he had given her, as long as fhe lived. 

The coaches being come to the water fide, they all 
alighted, and getting into one boat proceeded to 
Vauxhall. 

The extreme beauty and elegance of this place is 
well known to almoft every one of my readers : and 
happy is it for me that it is fo ; fince, to give an ad- 
equate idea of it, would exceed my power of defcrip- 
tion. To delineate the particular beauties of theft 
gardens, would, indeed, require as much pains, and 
as much paper too, as to rehearfe alj the good anions 
of their mafler ; whofe life proves the truth of an ob- 
fervation, which I have read in fome ethic writer, that 
a truly elegant tafte is generally accompanied with in 
€XceiJency of heart ; or, in other words, that true vir- 
tue is, indeed, nothing elfe but true tafle. 

Here our company diverted themfelves with walking 
an hour or two before the mufic began. Of all the fc- 
ven. Booth alone had ever been here before ; fo tiiat» 
to all the reft, the place, with its other charms, had 
that of novelty. When the mufic played, Amelia, 
who flood next to the do6tor, faid to him in a whifpcr, 

* I h6pe I am not guilty of profanenefs ; but, in pur- 
« fuance of that cheerful chain of thoughts with 
' which you have infpiredme this afternoon, I wasjuft 
^ now lofl in a reverie, and fancied myfelf in thofe 
' blifsful manljons which we hope to enjoy hereafter. 

* The delicious fweetnefs of the place, the cnchant- 
' ing charms of the mufiC, and the fatisfaftion which - 

* appears in every one's countenance, carried my fool 

* almoft to heaven in its ideas. I could not have, in- 
« deed, imagined there had been any thing like this it 

* thia world.* 

The 
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The d^6tor fmiled, and faid, * You ftt, dear ma- 
dam, there may be pleafares, of which you could 
conceive no idea, till you aAually enjoyed them*' 
And now the little boy, who had long withftood the 
tra^tons of ieveral cheefe- cakes that pafled to and 
3, could contain no longer ; but aiked his mother to 
ve him one, faying, * I am fure, my filler would be 
glad of another, though Iheis aihamed to afk.' The 
)6ior, overhearing the child, propofed that they (hould 
1 retire to fome place where they might fit down 
id refrefh themfelves, whicfi they accordingly did. 
.melia now miffed her hulband ; but, as fhe had three 
len in her company, and one of them was the doftor, 
le concluded herfelf and her children to be fafe, and 
oubted not but that Booth would foon find her out. 
They now fat down, and the dofior very gallantly 
efired Amelia to call for what (he liked. Upon 
hich the children were fupplied with cakes ; and 
)me ham and chicken were provided for the refl of 
le company. With which, while they were regaling 
lemfelves with the higheft fatisfadion, two young 
jIIows walking arm in arm carae up, and when they 
ame oppoiite to Amelia, flood flill, flaring Ame- 
a full in the face, and one of them cried aloud to the 
ther, * D— — n me, my Lord, if flie is not an an- 
gel!' — My Lord flood Hill, flaring likewife at her^ 
ithout fpeaking a word — when two others of the 
unc gang came up — and one of them cried-—' Come 
along. Jack, I have ktn her before ; but fhe is too 
well manned already. Three - ■ ■ - ■' are enough for 
one woman, or the devil is in it.' 

' D n me,' fays he that fpoke firfl, and whom 

liey called Jack, ' 1 will have a brufh at her, if fhe 
belonged to the whole convocation.' And fo fay- 
ig, he went up to the young clergyman, and cried 

* Dodlor, fit up a little, if you pleafe, and 

don't take up more room in a bed than belongs to 
you,* At which words, he gave the young man a 
ufti, and feated himfelf down direclly over againfl 
Amelia ; and leaning both his elbows on the table, he 
xed his eyes on her in a manner with which mo^&y 
an neither look^ nor bear to be looked ax« 

F 2 hm€&)k 
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Amelia Teemed greatly (hocked at this tre 
upon which the dodor removed her within h 
then facing the gentleman, afked him what h 
by this rude behaviour. Upon which my 1 

up, and faid, ' Don't be impertinent, old ger 
' Do you think fuch fellows as you, are to kec 

* me, fuch fine wenches, d — n me, to yoi 
. * d— n me ? * 

' No, no,' cries Jack, ' the old gentleman 

* reafonable. Here's the fellow that eats up t 

* pig* Don't you fee how his mouth waters 

* Where's your flabbering bib ? ' For 
the gentleman had rightly gueffed he was a 
man ; yet, he had not any of thofe infignia c 
which it would have been improper to have a 
there. 

* Such boys as you,* cries the young cle 

* ought to be well whipped at fchool, inflea 

* ing fuffered to become nuifances in the fociei 

* Boys, fir!' fays Jack, ' I believe I am a 

* man as yourfelf, Mr. , and as good 2 
' too. Bos fur /us quotque facer dos* 

* what's next. D— n me, I'll hold you fifty 

* ■■■ 'you don't tell me what's next.' 

* You have him, Jack,' cries my Lord. ' I 
. * with him, d — n me. He can't ftrike anothe 

* If I had you in a proper place,' cries the 
man, ' you fhould find I would flrike a blow 

* pretty hard one too.' 

' There,' cries my Lord, * there is the mee 

* the clergyman There fpoke the wolf in 

* cloathing. D— n me, how big he lool 
' muft be civil to him, faith ! or eife he will bi 

* pride.' 

* Ay, ay,' cries Jack, ' let the clergy a 

* pride ; there's not a Lord in the kingdom r 
' half the pride of that fellow.' 

* Pray, fir,' cries the dodor, turning to th 

* are you a Lord ?' 

* Yes, Mr. — -,' cries he, ' I have ) 

* nour, indeed.' 

' And I fuppofe you have pride too/ 
do&or. 
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* I hope I have, fir,' anfwe»ed he, * at your fer- 
.rice.' 

* If fach a one as you, fir,' cries the doctor, ' who 
ire not only k fcandal to the title you bear as a Lord, * 
but even as a man, can pretend to pride, why will 
you not allow it to a clergyman ? I fuppofe, fir, by 
yrour drefs, you are in the army ; and, by the rib- 
bon in your hat, you feem to be proud of that too. 
How much greater and nwre honourable is the fer- 
vice in which that gentleman is enlifted thanyour's! ' 
Why, then, fhould you objed to the pride of the 
clergy, fince the loweft of the fundion is in reality' 
every way fo much your fuperior ?' 

* Tida Tidu Tidum,'— cries my Lord. 

* However, gentlemen,' cries the doctor, ' if you 
have the leaft pretenfion to that name, I beg you* 
will put an end to your frolic ; fince you fee it gives 
fo much uneafinefs to the lady. Nay, I entreat you, 
for your o;»rn fakes ; for here is one coming, who* 
will talk to you in a very diiFerent ilile from ours.* 

* One coming !' cries my Lord — * what care I who 
is coming ?' 

* I fuppofe it is the devil,' cries Jack ; * for here 
are two of his livery fervants already.' 

* Let the devil come as foon as he will,'^ cries my 
ord, ' D — n me if I have not a kifs.' 

Amelia now fell a trembling ; and her children, 
erceiving her fright, both hung on her, and beg^n 
) cry— when Booth and Captain Trent both came 

Booth, feeing his wife difordcred, afked eagerly 
'hat was the matter. At the fame time, the Lord 
nd his companion feeing Captain Trent, whom they 
idl knew — faid both together, — * What I doth this 
company belong to you?' When the dodlor, with 
reat prefence of mind, as he was apprehenfive of' 
)me fatal confequcnce if Booth (hould know what had 
aft, faid, * So, Mr. Booth, I am glad you are re- 
turned ; your poor lady here began to be frighted 
out of her wits.' ' But now you have him again/ 
ud he to Amelia, * I hope yoa will be cafy,* 

F 3 Kxaft>AaL> 
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Amelia, frighted as flic was, prcfently took tht hiirt, 
and greatly chid her hufband for leaving her. But the 
little boy was not fo quick -fightcd, and cried — ' In- 

* deed, papa, thofe naughty men there have frighted 
' my maiilma out of her wits.' 

• How 1' cries Bootli, a little moved, ' Frightened! 

* Hath any one frighten 'd you, my dear ?' 

* No, my love,' anfwcred fhe, * nothing. I know 
^ not what the child means. Every thing is well, now 

* 1 fee you fafe.* 

Trent Dad been all the while talking aiide with the 
young fparks ; and now addreffiag himfelf to Booth, 
faid, * Here hath been fome little miftake ; I believe 

* my JLord millook Mrs. Booth for fome other lady.* 

• It is impofiible,' cries my Lord, * to know every 

* one.— I am fure. If F had known the lady to be a 
^ woman of fafhion, and an acquaintance of Captain 

* Trent, I fhould have faid nothing diiagreeable to 

* her ; but, if I have, I aik her pardon, and the com- 

* pany's.* 

' I am in the dark,' cries Booth. '• Pray, whit is 

* all this matter?' 

• Nothing Of any confequ^nce,' cries the doftor, 

* nor worth your enquiring into— ———You hear it 

* WIS a miftake of the perfon ; and I really believe Ms 
' Lordfhip, that all proceeded from his not knowing 
^ to vifhom the lady belonged.' 

* Come, come,' fays Trent, ' there is nothine la 

* the matter, 1 aflare you. I will tell you the nAole 

* another time.' 

* Very well, fince ybu fay fo,' cries Booth, « I aro 

* contented.' So ended the affair, and the two fparki 
made their congee and fneaked off. 

' Now they are gone,' faid the youn? gentlemaOf 

* I muft fay, I never faw two worfe bred jackanapesi 

* nor fellows that deferved to be kick'd more. If I 

* had had them in another place, I would have taught 

* them a little more refpe^t to the church.' 

' You took rather a better way,* anfwercd the doc- 
tor, * to teach them that refped.* 

Booth now defired his friend Trent to fit down with 
thcm^ and propofed to ^aWfoi ?.itt^Vw.l^ of wine; 
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bat Amelia's fpirits were too much difconcertcd to 
give her any profpedl of pleafure that evening. She 
therefore laid hold of the pretence of her children, for 
whom ihe faid the hoar was already too late ; with 
which the do^or agreed. So they paid their reckon- 
ing, and departed ; leaving to the two rakes the tri- 
umph of having totally diffipated the mirth of this little 
innocent company* who were before enjoying complete 
iktisfa^ion. 

C H A P. X. 

jf curious convirfation hetnveentbe do^or, the young cler- 
gyman , and the young clergyman* s father. 

TH £ next morning, when the dodtor and his^ 
two friends were at breakfaft, the young clergy- 
man, in whofe mind the injurious treatment he had 
received the evening before was very deeply impreiTed,, 
renewed the converfation on that fubjeft. • It is a 
fcandal,' faid be, * to the government, that they 
do not prcfcrve more refpe*^ to the clergy, by p«- 
nifhing all radenefs to the;n with the utmoft fcve^ 
rity. It waj vcjy juilly obfervcd of you, fir,' fays he 
to the dodor, * that the loweH clergyman in England 
' is in real dignity fuperior to the higheft nobleman. 
What then can be fo (hocking, as to fee that gown^, 
which oaght to entitle us to Uie veneration of all we 
meet, treated with contempt and ridicule? Are 
we not, in fa£i, embaifa^ors from heaven, to the 
world ; and do they not, therefore, in denying us 
oar dae refped, deny it in reality to him that fent 
ns?' 

' If that be the cafe,' fays the dodlor, * it behovei 
them to look to themfelves ; for he who fent us, \%> 
able to exad mo^ {e;sex^ vengeance for the ill treat- 
ment of hi& miniilers.' 

' Very true, £r,' cries the young one; ' and I 
heartily hope he will : but thofe punifhments are ar 
too great a didance to infufe terror into wicked 
iDin(U« The government ought to interfere with 
^ it& immediate oeafurcA. Fines ^4 'usi^xvb^Yimt.xv\& 
E 4 * T»i«5k 
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' and corporal punifhments operate more forcibly on 

* the human mind^ than all the fears of damnation.* 

* Do you think fo?* cries the dodor; ' then I am 
« afraid men are vtry little in earnefl in thofe fears.* 

* Moft juftly obfervcd,' fays the old gentleman. * Ifl- 

* deed, I am afraid that is too much the cafe.' 

' In that,' faid the fon, ' the government is to blame. 

* Are not books of infidelity, treating our holy reli- 

* gion as a mere impofture ; nay, fometimes, as a 
' mere jell, publifhed daily, and fpread abroad amongft 

* the people with perfedl impunity ?' 

' You are certainly in the right,' fays the doflor, 
' there is a moft blameable remiffnefs with regard to 
*~ thefe matters ; but the whole blame doth not lie 
' there ; fome little Ihare of the fault is, 1 am afraid, 

* to be imputed to the clergy themfelves.* 

* Indeed, fir,* cries the young one, * I did not ex- 

* pedl that charge from a gentleman of your cloth. 

* Do the clergy give any encouragement to fuch 

* books ? Do they not, on the contrary, cry loudly 

* out aeainil the fufi^ering them ? This is the invidions 

* afperfion of the laity ; and I did not exped to hear 

* it confirmed by one of our own cloth.* 

' Be not too impatient, young geatleman,' faid the 
doftor, ' I do not abfolutely confirm the charge d 

* the laity : it is much too general, and too fevcrc ; 

* but even the laity themfelves do not attack them in 

* that part to which you have applied your defence. 
' They are not fuppofed fuch fools as to attack that 

* religion to which they owe their temporal welfare.' 

* They are not taxed with giving any other fopport to' 
' infidelity, than what it draws from the ill examples' 

* of their lives ; 1 mean of the lives of fome of them/ 

* Here too the laity carry their cenfures too far : for 

* there are very few or none of the clergy, whofe lives,' 

* if compared with thofe of the laity, can be called 

* profligate : but fuch, indeed, is the perfeft purity' 

* of our religion ; fuch is the innocence and virtue, 

* which it exafts to entitle us to its glorious rewardj,' 
' and to fcreen us from its dreadful punifhments, that 
' he mtift be a very good man indeed who lives up to* 
^ it. Thus then theie peifotvs ^y^^ol^. This man is 
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educated in a perfedl knowledge of religion, is 
learned in its laws, and is by his profeffion obliged, 
in a manner to have them always before his eyes*. 
The rewards which it promifes to the obedience of. 
thefe laws are fo great, and the punifhments threat-^ 
ened on difobedience £0 dreadful, that it is impoffi- 
ble but all men mud fearfully-fly from the one, and. 
as eagerly purfue the other. If therefore fuch aper— 
fon lives in dire^l oppofition to, and in a conSant 
breach of thefe laws, the inference is obvious*. 
There is a pleafant ftory in Matthew Paris, which I. 
will tell you as well as I can remember it.^ Two 
young gentlemen, I think they were priefts, agreed^ 
together, that, whofoever died fir^, ihould return, 
and acquaint his friend with the fecrets of the other, 
world. One of them died foon after, and fulElied* 
his promife. The whole relation he gave is not veryi 
material ; but, among other things, he produced 
one of his hands, which Satan had made ufe of, tOk 
write upon, as the moderns do on a card, and had 
fent his compliments to the priefts, for the nupaber. 
of fouls, which the wicked examples of tUeir live& 
daily fent to hell. This ftory is the more remari:-» 
able, as it was written by a prieft, and a great fa-« 
vourer of his order.' . 

* Excellent,' cried the old gentleman, 'what a me-* 
mory you have 1' ' . 

* But, fir,' cries the young one, * a clergyman is ^ 
man as well as another ; and, if fuch perfedl purifyv 
be expelled,' — » 
' I do notexpeft it,* cries the doftor ; * and I hope^ 
it wil not be expeded of us. The fcripture itfel£ 
gives us this hope, where the beft of us are faid ta 
fall twenty times a day. But fure we ihay not al- 
low thepraftice of any of thofe grofler crimes whiclb 
contaminate the whole mind. We may expert aib 
obedience to the ten commandments, and. an abiti- 
nence from fuch notorious vices ; as, in the fiffik 
place. Avarice, which indeed can hardly fublilt 
without the breach of more comijiandments than one;» 
Indeed, it would be exccfliye candour to imagine^ 
that a man^ who fo vifibly fets his whole heart not. 

F 5 * * csiX^ 



io6 AMELIA. BooklX. 

* only on tliis world, but on one of the moft worthlels 
' things in it (for fo is money, without regard to its 
' uies), fhould be at the fame time laying up his trea- 

* furein heaven. Ambition is a fecond vice of this 

* fort : We are told we canhot ferve God and Mam- 

* mon. I might havi^ applied this to Avarice ; but I 

* chofe rather to mention it here. When we fee a man 
'' fneaking about in courts aud levees, and doing the 

* dirty work of great men, from the hopes of prefer- 

* ment ; can we believie, that a fellow, whom we fee 

* to have fo many hard tafk- mailers upon earth, ever 
' thinks cf his mailer which is in heaven i Muft he 

* not think himfclf, if he ever refieds at all, that fo 

* glorious a mailer will difdain and difown a fervant, 
f who is the dutiful tool of a court- favourite ; and 

* employed cither as the pimp of his pleafure, or fome- 
^ times perhaps made a dirty channel, to affifl in the 

* conveyance of that corruption, which is clogging 

* up and deftroying the very vitals of his country ? 

* The lafl vice which I Ihall mention, is Pride. 
^ There is not in the univerfe a more ridiculous, nor 

* a more contemptible animal, than a proud clergy- 

* man ; a turkey-cock, or a jackdaw, are objeds of 
^ veneration, when compared with him. J don*t mean, 

* by Pride, that noble dignity of mind to whicbgood- 
^ nefs can only adminiller an adequate objed, which 

* delights in the teflimony of its own conscience, and 

* could not, without the highefl agonies, bear its con- 
*" demnation. By Pride, 1 mean, that fancy paflioo^ 

* which exults in every little eventual pre-eminence 
f over other men ; fuch are the ordinary gifts of na- 
f ture, and the paultryprefents of fortune, wit, know- 

* ledffB, birth, flrength, beauty, riches, titles, aad 

* rank. That paflion which is ever afpiring, like a» 

* filly child, to look over the heads of all about them ;. 

* which,^ while it fervilejji adheres to the great, flics 
^ from the poor, as if afraid of contamination ; de- 

* vouring greedily every murmur of applaufe, and 

* every look of admiration ; pleafed and elated with 
^ all kind of refpeiA ; and hurt and enflamed with the* 
^ conteupt of the loweft and moft defpicable of fools 
/ ^vca ivith: inch ai- treatjed you laft night difrefped. 

& 
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' fally at Vauxhall. Can fuch a mind as this h^ 

' £xed on things above ? Can fuch a man refled that 

* he hath the inefiable honour to be employed in the- 

* immediate fervice of his great Creator ? or, can he 
' pleafe himfelf with the heart-warming hope, that his 

* Ways are acceptable in- the fight of that glorious, thac 

* incomprehenfiblr Being?' 

' Hear, child, hear,' cries the old gentleman, 
' hear and improve your underftanding. Indeed^ 

* my ^ood friend, no one retires from you without 

* carrying away fome good inftrudtions with him.. 

* L^arn of the do<ftor, Tom, and you will be the bet- 

* tei' man as long as you live.' 

' Undoubtedly, fir/ anfwered Tom, • the dodor 

* hath fpoken a great deal of excellent truth; and,. 

* without a compliment to him, I was always a great 

* admirer of his fermons, particularly of their oratory., 
' But, 

Nee tamen hac tribuens dederim fu^que cattrak 

*- 1 canot agree that a clergyman is obliged to put 

* up with an affront any more than another man, 

* and more efpecially when it is paid to the order.' 

* I am very forry, young gentleman,' cries the 
do£lor, * that yon ibould be ever liable to be affront* 
' ed as a clergyman ; and, I do aiTure you, if I had 
' kno#n your difpofition formerly, the order ihould 

* never have been affronted through you,' 

The old gentleman now began to check his ion,, 
for his opf>ofition to the do£U>r ; when a fervant deli-^ 
vered the latter a note from Amelia, which he read, 
immediately to hirofelf,. and it contained the follow.*^ 
ing words :. 
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* My dear fir, > 

' ^Omething hath happened fince I iaw you, which 

* k5 gives me great uneafinefs, and I beg the favour 
' of feeing you as foon as poflible, to advife with yoa 

* upon it. 

' I am, 

' Your moft obliged 

• and -dutiful daughter, 

* Amelia Booth.* 

The dodlor's anfwer was, that he would wait oa 
the lady diredly ; and then turning to his friend, he 
aiked him if he would not take a walk in the Park he- 
fore dinner. * I muft go,' fays he, * to the lady who 

* was with us laft night ; for I am afraid, by her Ict- 
' ter, fome bad accident hath happened to her. Come^ 
' young gentleman, I fpoke a little too haftily to yon 
' juil now; but I afk your pardon. Some allowance 

* muft be made to the warmth of your blood. 1 hope, 

* we fhall in time both think alike.' 

The old gentleman made his friend another com- 
pliment ; and the young one declared, he hoped he 
ihould always think, and a6t too, with the dignity 
becoming his cloth. After which, the -doctor took 
liis leave for a while, and went to Amelia's lodgings. . 

As foon as he was gone, the old gentleman fell very 
feverely on his fon. * Tom,' fays he, how can you 
' be fuch a fool, to undo by your perverfenefs .all that 

* I have been doing ? Why will you not learn to 

* fludy mankind with the attention which I have emr 

* ployed to that purpofe? Do you think, if I had af- 
< fronted this obilinate old f(?llow as you do, I fhould 

* ever have engaged his friendlhip ?' 

• I cannot help it, lir,' faid Tom ; ' I have not ftu- 

* died fix years at the univerlity, to give up my fen- 

* timents to every one. It is true, indeed, he put to- 

* gether a fett of founding words ; but, in the main, 

* I never heard any one talk more foolifhly.' 

* What of that,' cries the father ; ' I never told you 

* he was a wife man, nor did I ever think him fo. If 
' Jie had any underilanding, he would have been a 
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' bifhop long ago, to my certain knowledge. But, 

* indeed, he hath been always a fool in private life'; 

* for I quelUon whether he is worth 100/. in the 

* world, more than his annual income. He hath given 
' away above half his fortune to the Lord knows who. 
' I believe I* have had above 200/. of him, firft and 

* laft ; and, would you lofe fnch a milch-cow as this 

* for want of a few compliments ? Indeed, Tom, thou 

* art as great a fimpleton as himfelf. How do yoa 

* exped to rife in the church, if you cannot temporife, 

* and give into the opinion of your fuperiors ?* 

* ,1 don't know, fir,' cries Tom, • what you mean 

* by my fuperiors. In one fenfe, I own, a dodor of 

* divinity is fuperior to a batchelor of arts, and fo far 

* I am ready to allow his fuperiority ; hut I under- 
' ftand Greek and Hebrew as well as he, and will 

* maintain my opinion againil him, or any other in the 
' fchools.^' , 

' Tom,' cries the old gentleman, * till thou getteft 
' the better of thy conceit> I ihall never have any 
' hopes of thee. If thou art wife, thou wilt think 
' every man thy fuperior, of whom thou canft get any 
' thing ;' at lead, thou wilt perfuade him that thoa 

* thinkeil fo, and that is fufficient. Tom, Tom,. 

* thou haft no.pplicy in thee.' 

* What have I been learning thefe feven years,' an- 
fwered he, * in the univeriity I However, father, I 

* can account for your opinion. It is the common 

* failing of old aco to attribute all wifdom to them* 

' felves. Nefto;* did it long ago ; but, if you wijl en* • 

* quire my charader at college, 1 fancy you will not 
' tnink I want to go to fchool again.' 

The father and fon then went to take their walk> 
during which the former repeated many good lelTons 
of policy to his fon, not greatly perhaps to his edifica- 
tion. Ih truth, if the old gentleman's fondnefs had 
not in a great meafure blinded him to the imperfec- 
tions of his fon, he would have foon perceived that he 
was fowing all his inftiudtions in a foil fo choaked with 
felf-conceit, that it was utterly impoifible they (hould 
ever bear any fruit. 
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BOOK X. 
CHAP. 1. 

To 'which we nkiU prefix no preface^ 

THE dodlor found Amelia alone, for Bootb wa« | 
gone to walk with his new-revived acquaio* ' 
tance^ Captain Trent, who fecmed fo pleafed with 
the renewal of his intercourfe with his om brother of* i 
ficer, that he had been almoil continually with him 
from the time of their meeting at the drum.^ 

Amelia acquainted the dofior with the purport of 
her meflage, as follows : * I aOc your pardon, my 

• dear iir, for troubling you fo often with my a^irs; 

• but I know your extreme rcadinefs, as well as ability, 
' to affift any one with your advice. The fa^l is, that 

• mv hofband hath been prefented by Colonel James 

• with two tickets for a mafquerade, which is to be in 
' a day or two ; and he iniins fo flrongly on my going 

• with him, that I really do not know hour to rcfflfc, 
' without giving fome roafon $ and I am not 'able 

• to invent any other than the true one, which yoo 
' would not, I am fure, advife me to communicate tO 

• him. Indeed, I had a moft narrow efcape the Other 

• day ; for I was almoft drawn in inadvertently, by 
'* a very flrange accident, to acquaint hini with the 
' whole matter/ She then related the feHeant*s di'eam, 
with all d)e Confequences that attended it. 

The dodor confidered a little" with hiknftlf, and. 
then, faid, ' I am reaWy^ cVviid, i^vxziled as well a$> 
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you about this matter. I would by no means have 

you eo to the mafquerade ; I do not indeed like 

the diverfion itfelf, as I have heard it defcribed to 

me : Not that I inn fuch a prude to fufped every 

woman who goes there of any evil intentions ; but 

' it is a pleafure of too loofe and diforderly a kind 

' for the recreation of a fober mind. Indeed, you 

' have a ftill flronger and more particular objection. 

* I will try myfelf to reafon him out of it.' 

* Indeed, it is impoffible,' anfwrered fhe; 'and 

* therefore I would not fct you about it. I never faw 
' him more fet on any thing. There is a party, as 

* they call it, made on the occafion ; and he tells me 

* my refufal will difappoint all.* 

* I really do not know what" to advife you,* cries 
the doftor : * 1 have told you I do not approve thefe 

* diverfion^ ; but yet, as your huiband is fo very de- 
' firous, I cftnnot think there will be any harm in 

* going with him. However,, I will confider of it, and 
' dp all in my power for you.* 

Here Mrs. Atkinfon came in, and the difconrfe on 
:his fubjedl ceafed ; but foon after Amelia renewed it,, 
aying,- there was no occafion to keep any thing a 
ecret from her friend. They then fell to debating ou 
:he fubjed; but could not come to any refolution. 
But Mrs. Atkinfon, who was in an unufual flow of 
pirits, cried out, ' Fear nothing, my dear Amelia, 

two women furely will be too hard for one man. I 
' thinks dodor, it exceeds Virgil : 

Una JoU dtDum fi fctmina ntiSor duorum eft, 

* Very well repeated lA^eed,' cries the doAor. 
' Do you underftand all Virgil as well as you feem to 

* do that line ?* 

* I hope I do,. {ir>* faid fhe, ' and Horace too ; 
^ or clfe my father threw away his timfe to ViCry little 
' parpofe in teaching me.' 

' I aik your pardon, madam,* cries the dodor. * 1 
' owji, it was an impertinent quefUon.* 

* Not at «I1» fir/ fays (he; * and, if you are one^ 
' of thofe who imagine women incapable o{ Vt^xrcoxs^. 
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' I fliall not be offended at it. I know the common. 

* opinion; but 

Internum 'vulgus return *videt, eft uhi peccat. 

* If I was to profefs fuch an opinion^ madam/ 
(aid the dodlor, ' madam Dacier and yourfelf would. 

* bear tellimony againfl me. The utmoft indeed that 

* I fhould venture^ woald be to quellion the utility. 
' of learning in a young lady's education.' 

' I own,' faid Mrs. Atkinfon, ' as the world i& 
' conftituted, it cannot be as ferviceable to her for-. 
' tune> as it will be to that of a man ; but you will 
^ allow, dodor, that learning may afford a woman 
' at leall a reafonable %nd an innocent entertain- 
' ment.' 

* But I will fuppofe/ cried the do£lor, * it may 

* have its inconveniences. As for inflance, if a 

* learned lady ihould meet with an unlearned hufband^ 

* might (he not be apt to defpife him V 

* I think not,' cries Mrs. AtkiMfon— ' and if I 
' may be allowed the inllance — I think I have fhewa 
' myfelf, that women who have learning themfelves, 

* can be contented without that qualification in a 
' man.' 

* To be fure,* cries the do6lor, * there may be 

* other qualifications, which may. have their weight 

* in the balance. But let us take the other iide of the 

* queftion, and fuppofe the learned of both fexes to 
' meet in the matrimonial union, may it not afford 

* one excellent fubjeft of difputatioh, which is the 

* mod learned?' 

* Not at all,' cries Mrs. Atkinfon ; ' for, if they 

* had both learning and good fenfe, they would foon 

* fee on which fide the fuperiority lay.' 

* But if the learned man,' faid the dodor^ * fhould 
' be a little unreafonable in his opinion, are you 

* fure that the learned woman would preferve her duty 

* to her hulband, and fubmit V 

'But why,' cries Mrs. Atkinfon, ' maft we necefi 
' farily fuppofe that a learned miau would be unrea- 

* fonabJe?' 

• Nay, 
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' Nay, madam,' faid the dodor, * I am not your 

* hufband; and you fhall not hinder me from fup- 

* pofing what I pleafe. Surely it is not fach a para- 

* dox, to conceive that a man of learning would be 
' unreafonable. Are there no unreafonable opinions 

* in very learned authors, even among the critics 
' themfelves f For inflance, what can be a more 

* ftrange, and indeed unreafonable opinion, than to 

' prefer the Metamorphofes of Ovid to the jEneid of . 

* Virgil r' 

* It would be indeed fo ftrange,' cries the lady, 

* that you fhall not perfuade me it was ever the opi- 
' nion of any man.' 

* Perhaps not,' cries the dodor; 'and I believe 

* you and I fhould not differ in our judgments of any 
' perfbn who maintained fuch an opinion — What a 

* tafte muft he have.' 

' A moil contemptible one indeed,' cries Mrs. At« 
kinfon. 

* I am fatisfied,' cries the doctor. ' And in the 
' words of your own Horace, Verhum, non amplius ad^ 

* dam: 

' But how provoking is this !* cries Mrs. Atkinfon, 

* to draw one in in fuch a manner. 1 proteft, I was 

* fo warm in the defence of my favourite Virgil, that 

* I was not aware of your defign ; but all your triumph 

* depends on a fuppofition that one (hould be fo un- 

* fortunate as to meet with the fiilieft fellow in the 
' world.' 

' Not in the leaft,' cries the dodor. * DoiSlor Bent-- 
' ley was not fuch a perfon ; and yet he would have- 

* quarrelled, I am convinced, with any wife in the 
' world, in behalf of one of his corredions. I don't- 
' fuppofe he would have given up his Ingentia Fata ta 

* an angel.' 

' But do you think,' faid (he, * if I had loved him, 
' I would have contended with him V 

* Perhaps you might fometimes,* faid the doftor, 
' be of thcfe fentiments \ but you remember your own 

* Virgil— ^tfr/««r et mutabile femptr F^/Jtina: 

' Nay, Amelia,' faid Mrs. Atkinfon, * you are 
' now concerned as well as I axn ^ fox \« V^cCa. Xi^^ 
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' abufed the whole fcx, and quoted the fevereft thbg 
' that ever was faid again ft us, though I ^low it is one 

* of the fined'.* - 

* With all my heart, my dear,* cries Amelia. I 

* have the advantage of you however, for 1 don't 
' anderftand him.' 

' Nor doth (he underftand much better than your- 

* felf,' cries the do£^or, * or fhe would not admire 

* nonfenfe even thougli in Virgil.* 
' Pardon me, fir,' faid ihe. 

* And pardon me, madam,' crieafthe do&or with a 
feigned ferioufnefs, ' I fay a boy in the fourth form 
' at Eton would be whipt, or would defcrve to be 

* whipt at leaft, who made the Neuter Gender agree 

* with the Feminine. You have heard, however, 

* that Virgil left his JEneid incorre£l ; and, per- 

* haps, had he lived to correal it, we ihoald not 

* have feen the faults we now fee in it. 

' Why, it is very true as you fay, do6lor,* cries 
Mrs. Atkinfon— ' There feems to.be a faife concoM. 
' I proteft, i never thought of it before. 

* And yet this is the Virgil,' anfwered the debtor, 
' that yoo are fo fond of, who hath made you all of 
' the Neuter Gender ; or, at we fay in Engiiih, ke 

* hath made mere animali of yon : for, if we tranilate 

* it thus, 

' Woman is a varioiu and chaD|^ble animal** 

* there will be no faalt, I believe* anlefs in poiBt of 

* civility to the ladies.* 

Mrs. Atkinfon had juft time to tell the dodor he 
was a provoking creature, before the arrival of Booth 
and his friend put an end to that learned difcovfe, 
in which neither of the parties had greatly recommended 
themfelves to each other, the doctor's opinion of the 
lady being not at all heightened by her progrefs in 
the clafiics ; and fhe, on the other hand, having con- 
ceived a great diflike in her heart towards the dodor*. 
which would have raged, perhaps, with no lefs ftvy 
from the coafideration that he had been her hnfband. 
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chap/ II. 

IFJbat happened at the mafquerade* 

R. O M this time to the day of the marquerade, 
nothing happened of confequence enough to 
: a place in Uiis hiflory. 
n that d^ colonel James came to Booth's about 

in the evening, where he ftayed for Mrs. James, 
did not come till near eleven. The four mafques 

fet out together in feveral chairs ; and all pro- 
.ed to the Hay- Market. 

^hen they arrived at the Opera-Houfe, the colonel 
Mrs. James prefently left them ; nor did Booth 
his lady remain long together^ but were foon di- 
d from each other by diSerent mafques. 

domino foon accofted the lady, and had her away 
he upper end of the furthefl room on the right 
1, where both the mafques fat down : nor was it 
; before the he domino began to make very fervent 

to the fhe. It would ^ perhaps* be tedious to the 
«r to run through the whole procefs, which was 
indeed in the moft romantick ftile. The lover 
led to coniider his miflrefs as a mere woman of this 
d, and feemed rather to apply to her avarice and 
ition, than to her fofter padions. 
s he was not fo careful ta conceal his true voice 
le lady was, ihe foon difcovered that this lover Sf 
was no other than her old friend the peer, and 
bntly a thought fuggelted itfclf to her of making 
dvantage of this accident. She gave him therefore 
ntimation that (he knew him, and exprefl*ed fome 
lifliment at his having found her out. ' I fuf- 
!&, fays (he> my lord, that you have a friend in 
e woman where I now lodge, as well as yon had 

Mrs. Ellifon.' My lord protefted the contrary 
—To which fhc anfwered, * Nay, my lord, do 
>t defend her fo earnefUy, till yon are furel ibould 
tve been angry with her.' 

X thefe words, which were accompanied with a 
' bcwitchinjf foftnefs, my lord SLtN* mo \^^\.\«t.\ 
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rather too flrong for the place he was in. Thefe the 
lady gently checked^ and begged him to take care 
they were not obferved ; for that her hufband, for 
aught (he knew, was then in the room. 

Colonel James came now up, and faid, * So, ma- 
' dam, I have the good fortune to find you again ; I 

* have been extremely miferable fince I loft you.' 
The lady anfwered in her mafquerade voice, that fhe 
did not know him. ' I am colonel James,* faid he, in 
a whifper. * Indeed, fir,' anfwered fhe, you are mif- 

* taken, I have no acquaintance with any colonel 

* James.* * Madam,' anfwered he, in a whifper like- 
wiie, * I am pofitive 1 am not miftaken, you are cer- 

* tainly Mrs. Booth.' — * Indeed, fir,' faid fhe, ^ yoa 

* are very impertinent, and I beg you will leave me.* 
My lord then interpofed, and fpcaking in his own 
voice, affured the colonel that the lady was a woman 
of quality, and that they were engaged in a convcrfa- 
tion together ; upon which, the colonel afked the lady's 
pardon ; for as there was nothing remarkable in her 
drefs, he really believed he had been miftaken. 

He then went again a hunting through the rooms, 
and foon after found Booth walking without his mafk 
between two ladies, one of whom was in a blue do- 
mino, and the other in the drefs of a fhepherdefs. 

* Will,' cries the colonel, * do you know what is 

* become of our wives ; for I have feen neither of 

* them fince we have been in the room ? Booth anf- 

* wered, that he fuppofed they were both together, 

* and they fhould find them both by and by.^' ' What,* 
cries the lady in the blue domino, * are you both 
' come upon doty then with your wives ? as for your's, 

* Mr. Alderman, faid fhe to the colonel, I majce no 
' queftion but fhe is got into much better company 

* mkxi her hufband's. ' How can you be fo cruel, 
' madam, faid the fhepherdefs, you will make him 

* beat his wife by and by, for he's a military man I 

* afTure you.' * In the trained bands, I prefume,' cries 
the domino, * for he is ' plainly dated from the city.* 

* i 1 own, indeed, cries Uie other, the gentleman 

* fmclls ftrongly of Thames -ftrect, and, if I may 

* ^tentort 
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venture to guefs, of the honourable calling of a 
taylor.* 

« Why, what the devil haft thou picked ujii here ?' 
lies James, 

* Upon my foul, I don't know/ anfwered Booth ; 
I wifh you would take one of them at leaft.' 

* What fay you, madam/ cries the domino, * will 

* you go with the colonel ? I affure you, you have 
^ miftaken your man, for he is no leis a perfon than 
^ the great Colonel James himfelf.* 

* No wonder, then, that Mr. Booth gives him his 
' choice of us ; it is the proper office of a caterer, 
' in which capacity Mr. Booth hath, I am told, the 
' honour to ferve the noble colonel.' 

* Much good may it do you with your ladies,' faid 
James, ' I will go in purfuit of better game. At 
' which words he walked off.' 

* You are a true fportfman,' cries the ihepher- 
defs ; ' for your only pleafure, I believe, lies in the 
' purfuit.' 

* Do you know the gentleman, madam?' cries the 
domino. 

* Who doth not know him?' anfwered the fhep- 
herdefs. 

* What is his charafter?' cries the domino; ' for, 
' though I have jelled with him, I only know him by 

* fight.' 

' I know nothing very particular in his charafter,' 
cries the fhepherdels. * He gets every handfome wo-^ 

* man he can, and fo they do all.' 

* I fuppofe then he is not married,' faid the domino. 

* O yes, and married for love too,' anfwered the 
other ; ' but he hath loved away all his love for 
' her long ago, and now, he fays, fhe makes as £ne 

* an objecl of hatred. — I think, if the fellow ever ap- 
' pears to have any wit, it is when he abufes his 

* wife, and, luckily for liim, that is his favourite 

* topic. 1 don't know the poor wretch, but as 

' he defcribes her, it is a miferable animal.' 

* I know her very well,' cries the other, ' and I am 
' much miftaken if fhe is not even with him : but 
' hang him, what is become of Booth V 

S KX 
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At this inflant a great noife arofe near that part 
where the two ladies were. This was occafioned by a 
large aflembly of young fellows, whom they call bucKs, 
who were got together, and were enjoying, as the 
phrafe is, a letter, which one of them had foand in 
the room. 

Curiofity had its votaries among all ranks of people; 
whenever therefore an objedi of this appears, it is as 
fure of actrading a croud in the afTemblies of the 
polite, as in tlioic of their inferiors. 

When this croud was gathered together, one of the 
bucks, at the ccfire of his companions, as well as of 
all prefent, performed the part of a public orator, and- 
read out the following letter, which we fhall give the 
reader, together with the comments of the orator him- 
felf, and of all his audience. 

The orator then, being mounted on a bench, began 
as follows : 

* Here beginneth the third chapter o f faint 

• — Pox on*t. Jack, what is the faint's name? I have 

• forgot.' 

* Timothy, you blockhead,' anfwered another—— 
« Timothy.' 

■ * Well, then,' cries the orator, ' of Saint Time- 

• thy. 

* Sir, I am very forry to have any occaiioii of 

• writing on the following fubjedl, in a country that 
'.is honoured with tlie name of chriftian ; much 
« more am I concerned to addrefs myfelf to a man 

• whofe many advantages, derived both from natorc 

• and fortune, fhould demand the higheft return of 

• gratitude to the great giver of all thofe good things. 

• Is not fuch a man guilty of the higheft ingratitude 

• to that moft beneficent being, by a direft and a- 
' vowed difobedience of his moft pofitivc laws and 

• commands? 

' I need not tell you that adultery is forbid in the 

• laws of the decalogue, nor need I, I hope, men- 

• tion tliat it is as exprefly forbid in the New Tcfta- 
' mcnt. 

^* You fee therefore,'* faid the orator, ••what 
*'.ibc hw is, and tkeiefoie ivoivc of you will bo- 
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able to plead ignorance, when you come to the 
Old Baily- in the other world. — fi ut here goe9 
again . ■ 

' If it had not been Co expreAy forbidden in fcripr 
tare, flili the law of nature would have yielded light 
enough for us to have difcovered the g^eat horror 
and atrocioufnefs of this crime. 
* And accordingly we find, that nations where the 
fan of righteoufneTs hath yet never fhiaed, have 
puniihed the adulterer with the moil exemplary 
pains and penalties; not only the polite heathens, but 
the moft barbarous nations have concurred in thefe ; 
in many places, the moft fevere and fliameful cor- 
poral punifhmencs, and in fome, and choic not a 
few, Death itfelf hath been inflided on this crime. 
' And fure in a human fenfe there is fcarcc any guilt 
which deferves to be more feverely puniihed. It 
includes in it almofl every injury and every mifchief 
which one man can do to, or can bring on another. 
It is robbing him of his property. 
•' Mind that, ladies," faid the orator, •' you are all 
the property of your hufbands ;" ' and of that pro- 
perty, which, if he is a good man, he values above 
all others. It is poifoning that fountain whence he 
hath a right to derive the fweeteft and moft innocent 
pleafure, the moft cordial comfort, the moft folid 
friendship, and moft faithful affiftance in all his 
iflfairs, wants, and diftreffes. It is the deftru6tion 
of his peace of mind, and even of his reputation. 
The ruin of both wife and huft)and, and fometimes 
of the whole family, are the probable confequence 
of this fatal injury. Domeftic happinefs is the end 
of almoft all our purfuits, and the common reward 
of all our pains. When men find tbcmfelves for 
ever barred from this delightful fruition, they are loft 
to all induftry, and grow carelefs of all their worldly 
affairs. Thus they become bad fubjefts, bad relati- 
ons, bad friends, and bad men. Hatred and revenge 
are the wretched paffions which boil m their minds. 
Defpaif and maanefs very commonly enfue, and 
murder and fuicide often cMt the dreadful fcene. 
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'' Thus, gentlemen, and ladies, yoa fee the fcen 
<' is clofed. So here ends the firft ft£i— and tha 
'' begins the fecond. 

' I have here attempted to lay before you a pidor 
' of this vice, the horror of which no colours of min 

* can exaggerate. But what pencil can delineate th 
' horrors of that puiviihment which the fcripture de 
^ nounces againft it ! 

* And for what will you fubjeft yourfelf to th: 
' punifhment ? or for what reward will you inHi6l a 
' this mifery on another ? I will add, on your friend 

* for the pofleflion of a woman ; for the pleafure of 
' moment? But if neither virtue nor religion can n 
*■ ftrain your inordinate appetites, are there not man 
' women as handfome as your friend's wife, whom 

* though not with innocence, you may poiTefs with 

* much lefs degree of guilt ? What motive then ca 

* thus hurry you on to the deftrudlion of yourfelf an 
' your friend ? doth the peculi^ ranknefs of th 
' guilt add any zefl to the iin ? doth it enhance th 
' pleafure as much as we may be affured it will th 
*. punifhment ? 

* But if you can be fo lofl to all fenfe of fear, am 

* of fhame, and of goodnefs, as not to be debarrc 

* by the evil which you are to bring on yourfelf, b 

* the extreme bafenefs of the adiion, nor by the ruii 

* in which you are to involve others, let me ilill urg 

* the difficulty, I may fay the impoifibility, of the foe 
*. cefs. You are attacking a fortrefs on a rock; 

* chalUty fo ftrongly defended, as well by a happ 
< natural difpofition of mind as by the flrongeft prin 
' ciples of religion and virtue, implanted by educa 
^ tion, and nourifhed and improved by habit, tha 
' the jkvoman muft be invincible even without tb 
' firm and conftant aiFedlion of her hufband, whic 
' would guard a much loofer and worfe-difpofed heart 

* What therefore are you attempting but to intrt 
^ duce diilruft, and perhaps difunion, between an ir 

* nocent and a happy couple, in which too you cat 
' not fucceed without bringing, I am convinced, cH 
' tain deflru^iion ,on your own head? 

* Dcfif 
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Defift, therefore, let me advife you, from this 
lormous crime ; retreat from the vain attempt of 
imbing a precipice, which it is impoffible you 
ould ever afcend, where yoo muft probably fooa 
11 into utter perdition, and can have no other 
^pe but of dragging down your beil friend into 
^rdition with you. 

I can think of but one argument more, and that, 
ideed, a very bad one . you throw away that time 
I an impoflible attempt, which might, in other 
laces, crown your iinful endeavours with fuccefs. 

* And fo ends the difmal ditty.'* 

D— n me,' cries one, ' did ever mortal hear fuch 
-li'd ftuir?' 

Upon my foul,' faid another, ' I like the laft ar- 
ument well enough. There is fome fenfe in that: 
or d — n me if I had not rather go to D — g — fs 
t any time, than to follow a virtuous b for a 

ortnight.' 

Tom,' fays one of them, * let us fet the ditty to 
nufick ; let us fubfcribe to have it fet by Handel j; 
t will make an excellent oratorio.' 

D — n me. Jack,' fays another, ' we'll have it 
»t to a pfalm tune, and we^'U iing it next Sun- 
ay at St. James's churchy and I'll bear a bob, 
. — n me.' 

Fie upon it, gentlemen, fie upon it,' faid a frier 
came up, * do you think there is any wit and 
umour in this ribaldry ; or, if there were, would 
t make any atonement forabuiing religion and vir- 
ue?' 

Hey day !' cries one, * this is a frier in good 
arneft.^ 

• Whatever I am,' faid the frier, * I hope at leafl, 
ou are not what you appear to be. Heaven forbid, " 
or the fake of our poflerity, that you fhould be 
;entlemen.' 

^ Jack,' cries one, ^* let us tofs the frier in a 

)lanket.' 

' Me in a blanket !' faid the frier, ' by the dignity 

if man, I will twift the neck of every one of you as 

urc as ever the neck of a dunghU-cock n<ju& xw^Syt^i*' 

Vol. XL G Kx 
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At which words he pulled off his mafque^ and the 
tremendous inajefly of colonel Bath appeared, from 
which the bucks fled away as fad as the Trojans 
heretofore from the face of Achilles. The tolohel 
did not think it worth while to purfue any other of 
them except him who had the letter in his hand, 
which the colonel defired to fee, and the other de- 
livered, faying it was very much at his fervice. 

The colonel, being poffefTed of the letter, retired as 
privately as he could, in order to give it a careful 
pcrufal ; for badly as it had been read by the orator, 
there were fome paflages in it which had pleafed the 
colonel. He had jull gone through it, when Booth 
palled by him ; upon which, the colonel called to 
hihi, and delivering him the letter, bid him put it in 
his pocket, and read it at his leifure. He made many 
encomiums upon it, and told Booth it would be of 
fervice to him, and was proper for all young men to 
read. 

Booth had not yet feen his wife; but as he con- 
cluded fhe was fafe with Mrs. James, he was not 
uneafy. He had been prevented in fearching fer- 
ther after her, by the lady of the blue domino, who 
had joined him again. Booth had now made thcfe 
difcoveries ; that the lady was pretty well acquainted 
with him ; that Ihe was a woman of fafhion ; and 
that fhe had a particular regard for him. But thoagh 
he was a gay man, he was in reality fo fond of his 
Amelia, that he thought of no other woman ; where- 
fore, though not abfolutely a Jofeph, as we have al- 
ready feen, yet could he not be guilty of premedi- 
tated inconftancy. He was indeed fo very cold and 
infenfible to the hints which were given him, that 
the lady began to complain of his dulnefs. When the 
fliepherdefs again came up, and heard this accufation 
againll him, (he confirmed it, faying : * I do aflurc 
'you, madam, he is the dulleft fellow in the wotld. 

* Indeed, I fhould almoft takfe you for his wife, by 

* finding you a fecond time with him ; for I do affurc 
' you the gentleman very feldom keeps any other 

* company.' ' Are you fo' well acquainted with Him, 
r msJam r faid the dbmitio. * 1 MX^^ had ' tlfat ho- 
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our longer than your ladyfhip, I believe/ anfwered 
ihepherdefs. * Poflibly you may, madam/ crie^ 
domino, ' but I widi you would not interrupt us 
t prefent; for we have fome bufinefs togeth^Jr.* 
believe, madam,' anfwered the (hepherdefi, * my 
ufinefs with the gentleman is altogether asimpor- 
int as yours; and therefore your ladyfhip may 
'ithdraw if you pleafe.'— ?* My dear ladiesi' gHcs 
>th, * I beg you will not quarrel about me/-— 
lot at all,' anfwered the domino, * fince you are fa 
idiiFerent, I refign my pretenilons with all my 
eart. If you had not been the dulleft fellow upon 
arth, I am convinced you muft have difcovered 
le.' — She then went oiF muttering to herfelf, tha^ 

was fatisfied the Ihepherdefs was fome wretched 
ature whom nobody knew. 

The ihepherdefs overheard the farcafm, and anf- 
i-ed it, by afking Booth what contemptible wretch 
had picked up. ' Indeed, madam/ iaid he, * yea 
:now as much of her as I do ; fhe is a mafquerade 
cquaintance like yourfelf.* * Like me !' repeated (he. 
)o you think if this had been our firit acquaintance, 
ihould have wafted fo much time with you as I 
ave ? for your part, indeed, I believe a woman will 
;et very little advantage by her having been for* 
lerly intimate with you.' * I do not know, ma- 
am,' faid Booth, * that I deferve that charafter, 
ny more than 1 know the perfon that now gives it 
ie.' ' And you have the afTurance then/ ^id ihe 
her own voice, * to aiFe^ not to remember me» 

think,' cries Booth, * I have heard that voice 
efore ; but, upon my foul, I do not recoiled: it.* 
)o you recolledl/ faid ihe, * no woman that you 
ave ufed with the higheft barbarity? I will 
ot fay ingratitude.' ' No, upon my honour/ ari- 
red Booth. ' Mention not honour^' faid lhe> 
liou wret<:h: for hardened as thou art, I could 
icw thee a face, that, in fpite of thy confummate 
npndence, would confound thee with fhame and 
orrour. Do'ft thou not yet know me?' * I da, 
ladam^ indeed,' anfwered Booth \ * ^sA, \ ct>wi^^% 
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* chat of all women in the world you have the mod 
' reafon for what you faic' 

Here a long dialogue enfued between the gentle* 
man and the lady, whom, I fuppofe, I need not men- 
tion to have been Mifs Matthews ; but as it confined 
chiefly of violent upbraidings on her fide, and excufes 
on his, I defpair of making it entertaining to the 
reader ; and fhall therefore return to the colonel, who 
having fearched all the rooms with the utmoft dili- 
gence, without finding the woman he looked for, be- 
gan to fufped that he had before fixed on the right 
perfon, and that Amelia had denied herfelf to him, 
being pleafed with her paramour, whom he had dif- 
covered to be the noble peer. 

He refolved therefore, as he could have no fport 
himfelf, to fpoil that of others ; accordingly he found 
out Booth, and aiked him again what was become of 
both their wives ; for that he had fearched all 
the rooms, and could find neither of them ? 

Booth was now a little alarmed at this account^ 
parting with Mifs Matthews, went along with (he n 
colonel in fearch of his wife. As for Mifs Matthews, b 
he had at length pacified her with a promife to makcj i> 
her a vifit ; which promife fhe extorted from him,, 
fwearing bitterly in the mofl folemn manner, unlefs 
he made it to her, fhe would expofe both. him and 
herfelf at the mafquerade. 

As he knew the violence of the lady*s paffions, and 
to what heights they were capable of rinng, he was 
obliged to come into thefe terms ; for he had, I am 
convinced, no fear upon earth equal to that of Ame- 
lia's knowing what it was in the power of Mifs Mat; 
thews to communicate to her, and which to conceal 
from her, he had already undergone fo much uneafinefs, 

The colonel led Booth to the place where be had 
feen the peer and Amelia (fuch he was now well con 
vinced fhe was) fitting together. Booth no fooner faw 
her, than he faid to the colonel, * Sure that is my wife 

* in converfation with that mafque' — * I took her fori 

* your lady myfelf,' faid the colonel ; * but I found l! 

* was miflaken. — (Hark ye, that is my lord — ,'aii4] 
^ / have feen that very \ady mX-Vk Vdxsv all this night.) 
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^ This converfation paft at a little diftance, and out 
of the hearing of the fuppofed Amelia ; when Booth 
looking ftedfaftly at the lady, declared with an oath, 
that he was pofitive the colonel was Jn the right. She 
then beckoned to him with her fan ;. upon which, he 
went diredlly to her; and ftie afked him to go home, 
which he very readily confented to. The peer then 
walked off; the colonel went in purfuit of his wife, or 
of fome other woman ; and Booth and his lady st^^ 
turned in two chair& to their lodgings. 

C H A P. III. 

Confe^uences of the mafquerade^ not uncommon nor fw" 
prifing. 

TH E lady getting firft put of her chair, ran ha- 
flily up into the nurfery to the children ; for 
foch was Amelia's conftant method at her return home, 
at whatever hour. Booth then walked into the dining- 
room, where he had not bedn long before Amelia came 
down to him, and with a moft chearful countenance, 
faid, * My dear, I fancy we have neither 6^ us fupped ; 

* fhall I go down and fee whether there is any cold 

* meat in the houfe?' 

* For yourfelf, if you pleafe,* anfwered Booth ; ' but 

* I ftiall eat nothing.' 

* How, my dear,' faid Amelia^ * I hope you have 

* not loil your appetite at the mafquerade ?' For fup- 
per was a meal at which he generally eat very heartily. 

* I know not well what I have loft,* faid Booth ; I 

* find myfelf difordered. My head aches. I know 

* not what is the matter with me.* 

* Indeed, my dear, you frighten me,* faid Amelia j 

* you look indeed difordered. I wifh the mafquerade 
« had been far enough, before you had gone thither.* 

* Would to Heaven it had,' cries Booth ; « but that 

* is over now. But pray, Amelia, anfwer me one 

* queftion, who was that gentleman with you, when 

* I came up to you ?* 

* The gentleman, my dear ?' faid Amelia^ * what 

* gentleman V 

G % * 'Wfc 
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' The gentleman, the noblenuw, when I came ap; 

* /ure I fpeak plain.' 

' Upon my word> my dear, I don't underiland yoa.' 
anfwered ihe ; ' I did not know one pexfon at the 
' mafqnerade.' 

* How !* faid he, ^ what, fpcnd the whole evening 
^ with a mafqne without knowing him ?' 

' Why, my dear,' faid fhe, * you know we were not 

* together.' 

* 1 know we were not,' faid he ; ' bat what is that 

* to the purpofe ? fare you anfwer me ftrangely. I 
^ know we were not together ; and- therefore I afk you 

* whom you were with ?' 

' Nay, but, my dear,' faid (he, ' can I tell people 

* in mafques ?' 

' I fay again, madam,* faid he, * would you con- 
^ verfe two hours or more with a mafque whom yoa 
' did not know ?' 

* Indeed^ child,' fays fhe, * I know nothing^ of tkn 
' methods of a mafquerade ; for I never was at one in 

* my life.' 

' ' I wifh to Heaven yDU had not been at this,' cri^i 
Booth. ' Nay, you will wiih fo yourfelf, if you t«U 

* me truth. — What have I faid? do I, can I, fufp«d 

* you of not fpeaking truth ? — Since yoq are ignorant 

* then I will inform you, the man you have convcr&4 

* with was no other than lord——.' 

* And is that the reafon,' faid ihe, * you wiih I 

* had not been there ?' 

' And is not that reafon,' anfwered he, * fuffici- 
' ent ? Is he not the lafl man upon earth with whom!' 

* would have you con verfe ?' 

' So you really wiih then that I had not been at the 
^ mafquerade?' 

* I do,' cried he, ' from my foul.' 

* So may I ever be able,' cried ihe, « to indulge you 
^ in every wifh as in this. — I was not there.' 

* Do not trifle, Amelia,' cried he ; * you would not 

< jeil with me, if you knew the fituation of my mimj.! 

* Indeed, I do not jefl with you,' faid fiie. * Upo^ 

< my honour, I was not there. Forgive me this fir| 
' deceit I ^ver praftifed^ axv4> i\x4«ed» it fhall be the 



Aap. m. AMELIA. 177 

lafl J for I have paid feverely for this by the uneafi- 
nefs it hath given me.' She then revealed to him 
he whole fecret» which was thus : 

I think it hath been already mentioned in fome part 
f this hiftory, that Amelia and Mrs. Atkinfon were 
^2i&ly of the fame make and ftature, and that there 
ras likewife a very near refemblance between their 
Qices. When Mrs. Atkinfon, therefore, found that 
Lmclia was fb extremely averfe tp the mafquerade, fhe 
•roppfed to go thither in her flead, and to pafs upon 
tooth for his own wife. 

This was afterwards very eaiily executed ; for when 
bey left Booth's lodgings, Amelia, who went laft to 
er chair, ran back to fetch her mafque, as (he pre- 
?nded, which ihe had purpofely left behind. She 
len whipt off her dpmino, and threw it over Mrs. 
Ltkinfon, who dckxi ready to receive it, and ran im- 
lediateiy down ftairs, and flepping into Amelia's 
bair, proceeded with the reft to the mafquerade. 
As her Mature ex^^Iy fuited that of Amelia, fhe had 
try little difficulty to carry on the impofition ; for, 
eiides the natural refemblance of their voices, and the 
pportunity of (peaking in a feigned one, /he had 
arjce an int^rcourfe of fix words with Bccth 'J!:r:njf 
1^ whole time; for the moment they got into the 
•oijd, fhe took the firfl opportunity of flipping from 
im. And he, as the reader may remember, being 
lized by other women, and concluding his wife to be 
fe with Mrs. James, was very well fatisfied, till (he 
>Ionel fet him upon the fearch, as we have feen 
jfore. 

Mrs. Atkinfon, the moment fhe came home, ran 
> flairs to the hurfery, where fhe found Amelia, and 
Id her in hafte that fhe might very eafily carry on 
,q deceit with her hufband ; for that fhe might tell 
m what fhe pleafed to invent, as they had not bee» 
xpinute together during the whole evening. 
Booth was no fooner fatisfied that his wife had not 
«n from home that evening, than he fell into rap- 
r^s with her, gave her a thoufand tender careAes, 
a^ed liis owajiidgment, acknowledged thegoodnefs 
G 4^ q£ 
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of hcr5, and vowed ncv^ to oppofe her will more in 
•iny one inflance during his life. 

Mrs. Atkinfon, who was Mil in the nurfery with 
her mafquerade drefs, was then fummoncd down 
llairs ; and when Booth faw her, and heard her fpcak 
in her mimic tone, he declared he was not furprifed 
at his hiving been impofed upon ; for that if they 
were both in the fime difguife, he fhould fcarce be 
able to difcover the difference between them. 

They then fat down to half an hour's chearful con- 
verfation ; after which, they retired all in the moft 
perfedt good humour. 

CHAP. IV- 

Ccnfequences of the maffueradi. 

WHEN Booth rofe in the morning, he found in 
his pocket that letter which had been deli- 
i^ered to him by Colonel Bath, which, had not chance 
brought to his remembrance, he might pofiibly have , 
never recolIe£led. 

H^ had ucv;, hcv^'cve;, the curioilty to open the 
letter, and beginning to read it, the matter of it 
drew him on, till he perufed the whole ; for, notwith- 
flanding the contempt cad upon it by thofe learned 
critics the bucks, neither the fubje^l, nor the manner 
in which it was treated, was altogether contemp- 
tible. 

But there was ftill another motive which induced 
Booth to read the whole letter; and this was, that he 
prefently thought he knew the hand. He did, indeed, 
immediately conclude it was l>r. Harrifon ; for the 
dodor wrote a very remarkable one ; and this letter 
contained all the particularities of the doctor's cha- 
rader. 

He had jull finifhed a fecond reading of this letter, 
when the dodor himfelf entered the room. The good 
man was impatient to know the fuccefs of Amelia's 
ftratagem ; for he bore towards her all that love which 
efleem can create in a good mind, without the affifl- 
ancc of thofe fclfifti coiiiidwcLUOYi^> i^'^im n^WOr. 0\ft 
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)ve of wives and children may be ordinarily deduced. 
?he latter of which nature^ by very fubtle and refined 
eafoning, fuggefts to us to be part of our dear felves ; 
nd the former, as long as they remain the obje^s of 
ur liking, that fame nature is furnilhed with veiy 
tlain and fertile arguments, to recommend to our at- 
eftions. But to raife that affedion in tjie human 
u-eaft, which the do£lor had for Amelia, nature is 
breed to ufe a kind of logic, which is no more under- 
lood by a bad man, than fir Ifaac Newton's dodrineof 
X)lours is by one born blind. And yet in reality it 
rontains nothing more abftrufe than this, that an in- 
ury is the objeS of anger, danger of fear, and praife 
}f vanity : for in the fame fimple manner it may be 
liTerted, that goodnefs is the objeft of love. 

The dodtor enquired immediately for his child (for 
b he often called Amelia) ; Booth anfwered, that he 
lad left her aileep ; for that fhe had had but a reftlefs 
light. ' I hope (he is not difordered by the mafque* 
rade,' cries the dodlor. Booth anfwered, he be- 
icved fhe would be very well when fhe waked. * I 
fancy,' faid he, * her gentle fpirits were a little too 
much fluttered lafl night; that is all.' 
* I hope then,' faid the doftor, ' you will never 
more infifl on her going to fuch places, but kno>v 
your own happine^ in having a wife that hath the 
difcretion to avoid thofe places ; which, though 
perhaps thev may not be, as fome reprefent them, 
fuch brothels of vice and debauchery, as would im* 
peach the charader of every virtuous woman who 
was feen at them, are certainly however fcenes of 
riot, diforder, and intemperance, very improper to 
be frequented by a chafle and fober chriftian ma- 
tron.' 

Booth declared, that he was very fenfible of his cr- 
or ; and that fo far from foliciting his wife to go to 
nother mafquerade, he did not intend ever to go thi- 
[ler any more himfelf. 

The doftor highly approved the refolution ; and 

Ken Booth faid : * And I thank you,' my dear friend, 

as well as my wife's difcretion, that fhe was not at 

the mafquerade lail night.' He then related to the 

G 5 ^Q&^ 



it« AMELIA. BookX. 

iodor the difcovery of the plot ; and the good nan 
wts greatly pleafed with the fiiccttfs of the ftratagem, 
and that Booth took it in fuch rood part. 

• But, fir,* fays Booth, *I aad a letter given me 
' by a noble colonel there, which is written in a hand 

* fo very like yoars, that I could almoft fwear to it, 
' Nor is the Aile, as far as I can guefs, nnlike youi 

* own. Here it if, fir. Do you own the letter, doc- 

* tor, or do you not ?* 

The doAor took the letter, and having looked a 
it a moment, faid — ' And did the colonel himfel: 

* give yon this letter ?• 

• The colonel himfelf,' anfwered Booth. 

' Why then,' cries the dodh)r, • he is furely the moi 

* impudent fellow that the world ever produced. Wha 

* did he deliver it with an air of triumph ?* 

• He delivered it me with air enough^ cries Booth 

* after his own manner, and bid »e read it for m; 

* edification. To fay the truth, I am a little furprifcl 

* that he fhould fingle me out of all mankind to deli 

* ver the letter to ; I do not think I deferve the cEa 

* radter of fuch a hufband. It is well I am not fo ver 
' forward to take an affront as fome folks.' 

' I am glad to fee ^ou are not,' faid the dodor 

* and your behaviour m this affair becomes both tin 
' man of fenfe and the chriftian : for it would b 

* furely the greateft folly, as well as the moft darinj 
"• impiety, to rifque your own life for the impertinenc 

* of a fool. As long as you are affured of the virtu 

* of your own wife, it is wifdom in you to defpife th 

* efforts of fuch a wretch. Not indeed that your wif 

* accnfes him of any downright attack, though ft 

* hath obferved enough in his behaviour to give ol 

* fence to her delicacy.* 

• You aftonifh me, doAor,' faid Booth. ' Whi 
' can you mean ? my wife diflike his behaviour ! hat 

* the colonel ever offended her ?' 

• I do not fay he hath ever offended her by an 

* open declarations.— Nor hath he done any thin] 

* which, according to the moft romantic notion < 

* honour, you can or ought to refent ; but there 
^ /bmethittg extremely nice m \k« c\vddt.Y of a tra! 

f rirtuous woman.' 



' Apd hath my wife really complained of any thing 

* of that kind in the colonel ?' 

• Look ye, yoang gentleman,' cries the do6lof, * I 
1 will have no quarrelling, or challenging ; I find I 

* have made fome miflake, and therefore 1 infift upon 

* it, by all the rights of friendfhip, that you ^ive me 
' yoar word of honour you will not quarrel with thi 
' colonel on this account.' 

• I do with all njy heart,' faid Booth ; * for if I 
f did not know your charadler, I (hould abfolutely 

* think you was jeftin^ with me. I do not think you 

* have miftaken my wife, but I am fure fhe hath mii- 
' taken th^ colonel ; and h^th mifconflrued fome 

* overflrained point of gallantry, fomething of the 

* quixotte kind, into a defign againft her chafiity; 
' but I have that opinion of the colonel, that I hope 
' you will not be offended, when I declare I know not 

* which of you two I ihould be the fooner jealous of.' 

' I would by no means haye you jealous of any one,' 
cries the dodor; * for I think my child's virtue may 
' be firmly ]:elied on ; but I am convinced fhe would 
' not have faid what ihe did to me,, without a caufe ; 
' nor fhould I, without fuch a conviftion, have writ- 

* ten that letter to the colonel, as I own to you I did. 
' However, nothing I fay hath yet pait, which, even^ 
' in the opinion of falfe honour, you are at liberty to 
' T^fiinl ; but as to declining any great intimacy, if 
■' you will. take my advice, I think that would be: 

* prudent. '^ 

• You will pardon me, my deareft friend,' faid 
Sooth ; ' but I have really fuch an opinion of the co- 

* loncl, that I would pawn my life upon his honour ;; 

* and as for women, I do not believe he ever had an 
' attachment to any.' 

• Bcs it fo,' faid the dodor. • I hav« only twO' 

* things to in£ft on. The firft is, that if ever yoii> 

* change your opinion, tliis letter may not be the fub- 

* jedlof any quarrelling or fighting ; the other is, that 
'you never mention a word of this to your wife. By 

* the latter I ihall fee whether you can keep a fecret ;; 

* and if it is no otherwife material^ it will be a whole- 

G 6 *- fome- 
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• fomc cxercifc to your mind ; f^r ^he practice of any 
' virtue is a kind of mental exercife> and ferves to 
' maintain the health and vigour of the foul.* 

* I faithfully promife both,* cries Booth. And now 
the breakfafl entered the room^ as did foon after 
Amelia and Mrs. Atkinfon. 

The converfation ran chiefly on the mafquerade; 
and Mrs. Atkinfon gave an account of fever^ adven- 
tures there ; but whether (he told the whole truth with 
regard to herfelf> I will not determine. For certain it 
is, fhe never once mentioned the name of the noble 
peer. Amongfl the reft, ihe faid there was a young 
fellow that had preached a fermon there upon a ftool, 
in praife of adultery, fhe believed ; for ihe could not 
get near enough to hear the particulars. 

During that tranfadlion. Booth had been engaged 
with the blue domino in another room, fo that he 
knew nothing of it ; fo that, what Mrs. Atkinfon had 
now faid, only brought to his mind the dodlor^s letter 
to colonel Bath ; for to him he fuppofed it was writ- 
ten ; and the idea of the colonel being a lover to Ame- 
lia, flruck him in fo ridiculous a light, that it threw 
him into a violent fit of laughter. 

The dodor, who, from the natural jcaloufy of an 
author, imputed the agitation of Booth's mufcles to 
his own fermon, or letter on that fiftbjed, was a little 
ofFended, and faid gravely : ' I (hould be glad to 

* know the reafon of this immoderate mirth. Is adul- 

* lerj^^a matter of jeft in your opinion ?* 

' Far otherwife,' anfwered Booth. 'But how is 

* it pofHble to refrain f/om laughter at the idea of a 

* fellow preaching a fermon in favour of it at fuch a 

* place ?' 

* I am very forry/ cries the doftor, * to find the 

* age is grown to fo fcandalous a degree of licentiOuf- 

* nefs, tha^ we have thrown off not only virtue, but 

* decency. How abandoned muft be the manners' of 

* any nation where fuch infults upon religion and mo- 
' rality can be committed with impunity ? no man is 

* fonder of true wit and humour than myfelf ; Mt to 

* profane facred things with jeft and fcoffing is.^^ftire 
' fign of a weak and a wicked miud* It is ih^ tey 
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vice which Homer attacks in the odious chara6Ver of 
Therfites* The ladies mufl excufe my repeating 

* the paiTage to you, as I know you have Greek 
' enoagh to nnderftand it.' 

• *Ax\' In ol*tTiUJ» vixoiioi 'AfytUtTit 
« 'EfA/xviAt la}, 

c And immediately adds^ 

* Horace again defcribes fuch a rafcal. 

c — ^ Solutos 

* ^/ captat ri/us bominum famamque dicacis \/\, 

* And fays of him, 

« '^Hic niger efi, bunc tu, Romane, caveta [//]. 

* O charminc; Homer!* faid Mrs. ^tkinfon, * how 

* much above all other writers 1' 

* I aik your pardon, madam,' faid the doftor, • I 

* forgot you was a fcholar; but", indeed, I did not 

* know you underRood Greek as well as Latin.' 

* I do hot pretend,' faid flie, * to be a critic in the 

* Greek ; but I think I am able to read a little of Ho- 

* mer, at leaft with the help of" looking now and then 

* into the Latin.' 

* Pray, madam,' faid the dodbor, * how do yoa ' ' 
' like this paflage in the fpeech of Hedlpr to Andro* > 

* mache ? 

£^3 Thus paraphrafed by Mr. Pope. 

•* AwMby no ihame, by no refpe^ contrordy 
'' In fcandal bufy, in reproaches bold : 
« With witty malice ftudious to defame, j^^fi 

" Scorn all his joy, and laughter all his aim." ^*^ '^iiH '■• 
[ii] ** He was the greateft fcoundrel in the whole artnj J, J"',/^ 
[c] " Who trivial burfts of laughter ftrives to^rfifj^,*,'; . 
** And courts of prating petulance the praife,'*" ,;''*. 

..Fr A N-'eis, • 

f /] " Thi# man is black, do thou, O Rom^ti, ftvvxti v\v\^ tKwv^"* 
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« ftMM Elf liUof lifM, ret fturtlt l^y* Ki/uiifi, 

' Or how do yoa like the chara£ker at Ifippoda- 
' mia» whoj by being the pretdeft girl, and beft 

* workwoman of her z^c, got one of the beft halbaBda 

* in all Troy.— —I think, indeed. Homer enumerates 
' her difcretion with her other qualifcations ; bat I 

* do not remember he gives us one charaAer of a wo^ 
' man of learning. —*— Don't yoa conceive this 
' to be a great omiffion in that charming poet i How* 
' ever, J a venal makes yoa amends, for he talks very 

* abundantly of the learning of the Romap ladies in 

* his time.' 

' You are a provoking man, dodtor,' faid Mrs* At* 
kinfon. ' Where is the harm in a woman's having 

* learning as well as a man f ' 

' Let me afk yon another queftion,' faid the do&or* 
^ Where is the harm in a man's being a fine performer 

* with a needle as well as a woman i And yet, an^ 

* fwer me honeiUy, would you greatly diule to marry 

* a man with a thimble upon his finrer ? Would yoa 
' in earneH think a needle became ue hand of your 
' hufband as well as a halberd?' 

' As to war, I am with you,' faid flie» * Hornet 
^ himfelf, I well remember, makes He^r tell his 

* wife, that warlike works What is the Greek 

* word — — Polemy ■ fomething ■ be- 
' longed to men only ; and I readily agree to it. i 
' hate a mafculine woman, an Amazon, as mach at 
' you can do : but what is there mafcoHne in learn* 

* Nothing fo mafco&ne, take my lyord for it. At 

* for your Polemy, I look upon it to be the troe cha* 

• €t Go home and mind your own bafineft. folUm yo^f 4lia» 
f oiogy aad keep your maids to their work.*** 
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< raderiftic of a deril. So Homer every wlitre cha* 

* radterifes Mars.' 

• Indeed, my dear,' cries the ferjeant, • you bad 

* better not difpote with the dodor; for upon my 
' word, he will be too hard for yon.' 

' Nay, I beg you will not interfere,' cries Mrs. At- 
kinlbn, * I am fure, you can be no judge in thefe 

* matters.^ 

At which the dodor and Booth burft into a loud 
laugh ; and Amelia, though fearful of giving her 
friend offence, could not forbear a gentle fmile. 

• You may laugh, gentlemen, it you pleafe,' faid 
Mrs. AtkinfoH ; * but I thank Heaven, I have mar-- 

* ried a man who is not jealous of my underflanding.. 

* I (hould have been the moft miferable woman upon 

* earth with a ftarched pedant, who was pofreffed of 
' that nonfeniical opinion, that the difference of fexei 
' caufes any difference in the mind. Why don't yoa 
' honeflly avow the Turkifh notion, that women have 

* no fouls ; for you fay the fame thing in eiFeft I* 

• Indeed, my dear,' cries the ferjeant, greatly coa* 
eerned to fee his mh fo angry, * you have miftakeft 
« thedoaor.' 

• I beg, my dear,' cries (he, * you will fay nothing 
' upon thefe fubje^ts. — I hope you at leafl do not de* 

* fpife my underftanding.' 

• I affure you I do not^' faid the ferjeant, * and I 

* hope you will never defpife mine ; for a man may 
^ have fome underilanding, I hope, without learning.^ 

Mrs. Atkinfon reddened extremely at thefe words ; 
and the dodor, fearing he had gone too far, began to 
foften matters, in which Amelia affiled him. By 
thefe means, the ftorm riiing in Mrs. Atkinfon before 
was in fome meafure laid, at leafl fufpended from 
burfHng at prefent ; but it fell afterwards upon the 
poor feijeant's head in a torrent ; who had learned per- 
haps one maxim from his trade, that a cannon-ball al- 
ways doth mifchief in proportion to the refinance it 
meets with ; and that nothing fo effedtually deadens 
its force as a wool-pack. The ferjeant therefore hort 
all with jpatience ; and the idea of a wool-pack, per- 
haps, hnnging that of a feather-bed iuio bi%\x^^^>^^ 



136 AMELIA. Book X 

at laft not only quieted his wife ; but (he cried oat 
xwith great fincerity, * Well, my dear, I will fay 

* one thing for you, that I believe from my foul, 

* though you have no learning, you have tne'befl 
' underilanding of any man upon earth; and I mufi: 

* own I think the latter far more profitable of the 
*. two.' 

Far different was the idea (he entertained of the 
dodor, whom, from this day, fhe confidered as a 
conceited pedant ; nor could all Amelia's endeavours 
ever alter her fentiments. 

The dodlor now took his leave of Booth and his 
wife for a week, he intending to fet out within an 
hour or two with his old friend, with whom our 
readers were a little acquainted at the latter end of 
the ninth book, and of whom, perhaps, they did not 
then conceive the moft favoi/rable opinion. 

Nay, I am aware that the efteem which fome rea- 
ders before had for the do6tor, may here be leffened ; 
fince he may appear to have been too eafy 'a dupe to 
the grofs flattery of th# old gentleman. If there be 
iny fuch critics, we are heartily forry as well for them 
as for the doctor ; but it is our bunnefs to difcharge 
the part of a faithful hiftorian, and to defcribe human 
nature as it is, not as we would wiOi it to be. 

C H A P. V. 

In iiuhicb Colonel Bath appears in great glory. 

THAT afternoon, as Booth was walking in the 
Park, he met with Colonel Bath, who prc- 
fently afked him for the letter which he had given nim 
the night before ; upon which Booth immediately re- 
turned it. 

* Don't you think,' cries Bath, * it is writ wi;h 

* great dignity of expreffion and emphafis of— -of«— of 

* judgment?' 

* 1 am furprifed, though,' cries Booth, ' that afty 

* one Hioiild write fuch a letter to ^ovi» colonel.* 

^ To me?* faid Bath. — * WViiit ^o ^om m^xi^ ^» 
/ / iopc you don't imagine zxc^ t£^^^ ^^"^^ ^^"^ 



Chap. V. AMELIA. 137 

* fuch a letter to me? d— n me, if I knew a man 
' who thought me capable of debauching my friend's 
' wife, I would d — n me.' 

' I believe, indeed, fir,* cries Booth, * that no man 
' living dares put his name to fuch a letter ; but you 

* fee it is anonymous.* 

* I don't know what you mean by ominous,' cries 
the colonel : ' but, blaft my reputation, if I had re- 

* ceived fuch a letter, if I would not have inarched 
' the world to have found the writer. D — n me, I 

* would have gone to the Eall-Indies to ha\ c pulled 
' off his nofe.' 

* He would, indeed, havedeferved it,' cries Booth. 
— 'But pray, iir, how came you by it ?' 

' I tdok It,' faid the colonel, * from a fett of idle 

* young rafcals, one of whom was reading it out aloud 
' upon a ilool, while the refl were attempting to make 

* a jeft, not only of the letter, but of all decency, 
' virtue and religion. A fett of fellows that you mufl 
' have fcen or heard of about town, that are, d— n 
' me, a difgrace to the dignity of manhood ; puppies 
' that miilake noife and impudence, rudenefs and 

* profanenefs, for wit. If the drummers of my com* 

* ^any had not more underflanding than twenty fnch 

* fellows, I'd have them both whipt out of the regi- 

* ment.* 

* So then you do not know the pcrfon to whom it 

* was writ?' faid Booth. 

* Lieutenant,' cries the colonel, * your queftion 

* deferves no anfwer. I ought to take time to con- 
' fider whether I ought not to refent the fuppolition. 
' Do you think, iir, I am acquainted with arafcal ?' 

* I do not fuppofe, colonel,' cries Booth, * that 
' you would willingly cultivate an intimacy with fuch 

* a perfon ; but a man mufl haye good, luck, who 

* hath any acquaintance, if there are not fome rafcals 

* among them.' 

* I am not offended with you, child,' fays the colo- 
nel. I know you did not intend to offend me.* 

' No man, I believe, dares itMetvi \x,* ^^\^'^^^'*^x% 

'' I believe fo too,* faid the co\6ive\, * ^— x^ \^t^\ 

' know it. Bat you know, child, ho^ x^t^^^x\^xsw ^ 



>^^ 
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• this fubjedl. If I had been ever married myielf, I 
' ihould have cleft the man's ikuU who had daitd 

• J 00k wantonly at my wife.' 

' It is certainly the moft crael of all injuries^' faid 
Booth. ' How Enely doth Shakefpeare exprefs it in 
' his Othello ! 

** But there, where I had treafur'd vp my fonl."- 

' That Shakefpeare/ cries the colonel, ' was a fine 
' fellow. He was a very pretty poet indeed. Was it 
QOt Shakefpeare that wrote the play about Hotfpar I 
ou muil remember thefe lines. I got them aln^oft 
>y heart at the play-houfe ; for I never mifled thajc 
' play whenever it was aded, if I was in town. 



:i 



*' By Heav'n it was an eafy leap, 

*' To pluck bright honour into the full moon, 

"Or drive into the bottomlefs deep." 

' And — and— faith, I have almoft forgot them; 

* but I know it is fomething about fayina your ho- 

* nour from drowning — r — rr- O it iaj very fine. I by, 

* d— n me, the man that writ thofe lines was &% 
' greateil poet the world ever produced. Thipreit 
' aignity of expreffion and emphahs oif thinkin^^ 4-r>l 
*. me.' 

Booth a/Tented to the colonel's criticifm, and thn 
cried, * I wiih, colonel, you would he fo kind to 

* give me that letter.' The colonel anfwered, if he 
h^d any particular afe for it, he would give it him 
with all his heart, and prefently delivered it ; and 
foon afterwards they parted. 

Several paffages now flruck all at once upon Booth'^ 
mind, which gave him great unealinels. tie became 
confident now that he kad mifUkei^ one colonel fi)c 
another; and though he could not account for the 
letter's getting into thofe hands from whom Bath had 
taken it (indeed James had dropt it out of his ^ket]i 
yet a thoufand circumftances left him no room to doubt 
the identity of theperfon, who was a man much more 
lidble to raife the fufpiuoa of atuiflmd than honeft 
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Bath, who would at any time have rather fought with 
a man than lain with a woman. 

The whole behaviour of Amelia now rulhed upoa 
his memory. Her refoludon not to take up her refi- 
dence at the colonel's houfe ; her backwardnefs even 
to dine there, her unwillingnefs to go to the mafque- 
rade, many of her unguarded expreffions, and fom^ 
where fhe had been more guarded, all joined together 
to raife fuch an idea in Mr. Booth, that he had al- 
mofl taken a refolution to go and cut the colonel to 
pieces in his own houfe. Cooler thoughts, however, 
fuggefted themfelves to him in time. He recolledlcd 
the promife he had fo folcmnly made to the doftor. 
He confidered, moreover, that he wai yet in the dark,^ 
as to the extent of the colonel's guilt. Having nothing 
therefore to fear from it, he contented himfelf to poll- 
pone a refentment, which he nevertheless refolved to 
take of the colonel hereafter, if he found he wa$ in 
any degree a delinquent. 

The firft Hep he determined to take, was, on the 
firft opportunity, to relate to Colonel James the means 
by which he came poffeiTed of the letter, and to read 
it to him. On which occafiou, he thought, he (hould 
eaii.ly 4ifcern, by the behaviour of the colonel, whether 
l\ehad b^en fu/pe^l^d, either by Amelia or the do6tor, 
without a caufe : but as for his wifej he fully re-, 
folved not to reveal the fecre( to her till the dcN^r'% 
return. 

While Booth was deeply engaged by himfelf itk 
thefe meditations. Captain Trent came up to him» 
^nd familiarly flapped him on the fhoulder. 

They were foon joined by a, third gentleman, and. 
prefently afterwards by a fourth, both acquaintance^, 
of Mr. Trent; and all having walked twice the length 
of the Mall together, it being now paft nine in thp 
evening, Trent propofed going to the tavern, to whicl^. 
the grangers immediately confented; and Booth him« 
fdf, after fome reiifiance, was at leqgth perfuaded to^ 
comply. 

To the King's-arms then they went, where the 
bottle went very brifkly round till after eleven ; at 
wi^ch time, Trent propofed a game at cards, to whicb 
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propofal likewife Booth's confent was obtained, thoagl 
not without much difficulty ; for though he had na< 
turally fome inclination to gaming, and had formerly 
a little indulged it, yet he had entirely left it off fo 
ihany years. 

Booth and his friend were partners, and had at firf 
fome fuccefs; but fortune, according to her ufua 
condudl, foon (hifted about, and perfecuted Bootl 
with fu<h mjilice, that in about two hours he wa; 
ftripped of all the gold in his pocket, which amounted 
CO twelve guineas, being more than half the call 
which he was at that lime worth. 

How eafy it is for a man, who is at all tainted witt 
the itch of gaming, to leave off play in fuch a £tu- 
adon, efpecially when he is likewife heated with li- 
quor, I leave to the gameflers to determine. Certait 
it is, that Booth had iio inclination to defift ; bat, oi 
the contrary, was fo eagerly bent on playing on, thai 
he called his friend out of the room, and afked him foi 
ten pieces, which he promifed punttually to pay the 
next morninfi;. 

Trent chid him for ufing fo inoch formality on the 
occafion. * Yoa know,' faid he, ' dear Booth, yoi 

* may have what money you pleafe of me. Here ii 

* a twenty j^ond note, at your fcrvicc, and if W 
' want &ve times the fum, it is at your fervice. W( 

* will never let thefe fellows go away with ourmonc) 
' in this manner ; for we have Co much the advantage, 
^'that if the knowing ones were here, they woolc 

* lay odds of our fide.* 

But if this was really Mr. Trent's opinion, he wa 
very much miftaken ; for the other two honourabh 
gentlemen were not only greater matters of the game 
and fomewhat foberer than poor Booth, having witi 
aill the art in their power evaded the bottle ; but thq 
had morepver another fmall advantage over their ad 
verfaries, both of them, by means of fome certaii 
private figns, previoufly agreed upon between theiD 
being always acquainted with the principal cards ii 
each other's hands. It cannot be wondered therefoie 
that fortune was on their fide ; for however ihe ml] 
be reported to favour fools, (he never » I believe, ihcw 
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them any countenance when they engage in play 
^th knaves. 

The more Booth loft, the deeper he made his bets ; 
the confequence of which was, that about two in the ' 
morning, befides the lofs of his own money, he was 
fifty pounds' indebted to Trent. A fum, indeed, which 
he would not have borrowed, had not the other, like a 
very generous friend, pufhed it upon him. 

Trent's pockets became at laft dry, by means of 
thefe loans. His own lofs indeed was trifling ; for the 
flakes of the games Were no higher than crowns ; 
and betting (as it is called) was that to which Bopth 
owed his ruin. The gentlemen, therefore, pretty 
well knowing Booth's circumftances, and being kindly 
unwilling to win more of a man than he was worth, 
declined playing any longer, nor did Booth once aflc 
them to periift ; for he was afhamed of the debt which 
he had already contracted to Trent, and very far from 
defiring to encreafe it. 

The company then feparated. The two victors and 
Trent went off in their chairs to their feveral houfes 
near Grofvenor-fquare ; and poor Booth, in a melan- 
choly mood, walked home to his lodgings. He was 
indeed in fuch a fit of defpair, that it more than once 
came into his head to put an end to his miferable 
being. 

But, before we introduce him to Amelia, we mud 
do her the juftice to relate the manner in which (he 
fpent this unhappy evening. It was about fevea 
when Booth left her to walk in the Park : from this 
time, till paft eight, (he was employed with her chil- 
dren, in playing with them, in giving them their 
fupper, and in putting them to bed. 

When thefe offices were performed, fhe employed 
herfelf another hour in cooking up a little fupper for 
her hufband, this being, as we have already ob- 
fervcd, his favourite meal, as indeed it was her's ; 
and, in a moft pleafant and delightful manner, they 
generally paffed their time at this feafon, though their 
fare was very feldom of the fumptuous kind. 

It now grew dark, and her haftied mutton was 
ready for the table ; but no Booth ap^eatcd^ H^v- 
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ing waited therefore for him a full hour, (he gave 
him over for that evening ; nor was fhe much alarmed 
at his abfence, as fhe knew he was, in a night or two, 
to be at the tavern with fome brother officers : fhe con- 
cluded therefore that they had met in the Park> and 
had agreed to fpend this evening together. 

At ten then fhe fat doWn to fupper by herfelf ; for 
Mrs. Atkinfon was then abroad. And here we can- 
not help relating a little incident, however trivial it 
may appear to fome. Having fat fome time alooe 
rl&fleAing on their diflreiffed fituation, her fpirits 
grew very low^ and fhe was once or twice a going to 
ring the bell, to fend her maid for half a pint of 
white-wine ; but checked her inclination, in order to, 
fave the little fum of iixpence ; which fhe did the 
more refolutely, as fhe had before refufed to gratify 
her children with tarts for their fupper, from the faid 
motive. And this felf-denial fhe was very probably 
pra6lifing, to fave fixpence; while her hufband was 
paying a debt of feveral guineas, incurred by the 
ace oftrumps being in the hands of his adverfary. 

Inflead therefore of this cordial , fhe took up one of the 
excellent Farquhar's comedies, and read it half through, j 
when the clock flriking twelve, fhe retired to bed, ' j 
leaving; the maid to fet up for her mafler. She would, 
indeed, have much more willingly have fat up herfelf; 
but the delicacy of her own mind afTured her, that 
Booth would not thank her for the compliment. This 
is indeed a method which fome wives take of upbraid- 
ing their hufbands for flaying abroad till too late an 
hour, and of engaging them, through tendcrnefs and 
good-nature, never to enjoy the company of their 
Friends too long, when they muft do this at the expcncc 
of their wives refl. 

To bed then fhe went, but not to fleep. Thrice in- 
deed fhe told the difmal clock, and as often heard 
the more difmal watchman, till her miferable hufband 
found his way home, and flole iilently, like a thiefi 
to bed to her ; at which time pretending then firfl to 
wake, flie threw her fnowy arms around him ; though, 
perhaps, the more witty property of fnow, according 

td ' 



ap. VI. A lA E L i A. 14-3 

^ddifon, that is to fay^ its coldnefs^ rather belonged 
£e poor captain. 



CHAP. VI. 
^ttiad^ ^tUnefter, and ob/erue. 

O T H cbuld libt fo well difguife the apta- 
\ tibns of his /xtind from Amelia^ bat that fhe 
reived fafficient fymptoms to afTure her that foine 
fortune had befallen him. This made her in her 
\ {o oneafy, that ''booth took notice of it, and after 
akfaft faid, * Sure, my dear Emily, fomething kath 
illen out to vex yOu.* 

Itmelia, looking tenderly at him, anfwered, ' In- 
eed, my dear, you are in the right. I am indeed 
xtremely vexed.* * For heaven's fake,' faid he, 
^hat is it ?* * Nay, riiy love,* cries (he, * that you 
luft anfwer yourfelf. Whatever it is which hath 
iven you all that difturbance that you in vain endea- 
oar to conceal from me, this it is which caufes all 
iy affli£Uon.' 

You guefs truly, my fweet,* replied Booth; ' I 
m indeed afflidled, and I will not, nay I cannot^ 
onceal the truth from you. I have undone my{elf> 
LtaelJa.' 

What have you done, child?' laid flie, in feme 
iftfernation, * pray, tell hxe.' 

1 have loll, my money at play,' anfwered he. 
Piigh !' faid fhe, recovering herfelf, — * what fig- 

iiies the trifle you had in your pocket? Refolv'e 
ever to play again, and let it give you no further 
exation ; I warrant you, we will contrive fome me- 
bod to repair fuch a lofs,* 

Thou heavenly angel, thou comfort of my foul,' 
is'Booth, tenderly embracing h6r ^— Then ftarting 
ttle from her arms, and looking with eager fond* 
8 in her eyes, he faid, • Let 'fee furvey thee*; 
rt thbu really human, or art thou not rather ah 
rfgcl in a human forih'?'^0, no,* cricshe, flying 
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again into her arms, * thou art my dearcfi woman, my 

* befl, my beloved wife.' 

Amelia, having returned all his careffes with equal 
kindnefs, told him, fhe had near eleven guineas in 
her purfe, and aiked how much (he ihould fetch him. 
-— ^* I would not advife you, Billy, to carry too 
' much in your pocket, for fear it ihould be a temp- 

* tation to you to return to gaming, in' order to re- 
' trieve your paft lofTes. Let me beg you, on all 

* accounts, never to think more, if poffible, on the 

* trifle you have loft, any more thUn if you had never 
« pofleffed It.' * 

Booth promifed her faith/uHy he never would, and 
refufed to take any of the itnoney. He then hefitatcd 
a moment — and cried — * You fay, my dear, you have 

* eleven guineas ; you have a diamond ring likewife, 
' which was your grandmother's, I believe that is 

* worth twenty pounds ; and your own and the child^s 
' watch are worth as much more.' 

* I believe they would fell for as much,' cried 
Amelia; * for a pawnbroker of Mrs. Atkinfon's ac- 

* quaintance oftered to lend me thirty-five pounds upon 

* them, when you was in your laft diftrefs.— — But 
' why are you computing their value now ?' 

* I was only confidering,' anfwcred he, ' how much 
' we could raife in any cafe of exigency.' 

* I have computed it myfelf,' faid (lie ; ' and I be- 
' licve all we have in the world, be(ides our bare i»e- 

* cciTary apparel, would produce about fixty pounds; 

* And fuppofe, my dear,' faid (he, * while we, have 

* that little fum, we (hould think of employing it 

* fome way or other, to procure fome fmall fubfiftence 
' for ourfelves and our family. As for your depcn- 

* dcnce on the colonel's friendihip, it is all vain, I 

* am afraid, and fallacious. Nor do J fee any hopes 

* you have, from any other quarter, of proviaing for 

* yourfelf again in the army. And though the ftm 
;* which is now in our power is very fmall : yet we 
' may poifibly contrive, with it to put ourfelves into 
' fome mean way of livelihood. I have a heart, ©y 
' Billy, which is capable of undergoing any thing 

* for your fake ; and I hope my hands ace as able to 

* ' vfork 
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«rork, as thofc which have been more inured to it. 
But think, niy dear, think what mail be our wretched 
condition, when the very little we now have, is all 
mouldered away, as it will foon be in this town.* 
When poor Booth heard this, and refletled that 
e time which Amelia forefaw was already arrived 
3r that he had already loft every farthing they were 
)rth), it touched him to the quick ; he turned pale, 
ia(hed his teeth, and cried oat, * Damnation I this 
is too much to bear.' 

Amelia was thrown into the utmoft confternation 
' this behaviour; and, with great terror in her coun- 
nance, cried out, * Good Heavens ! my dear love, 
what is the reafon of this agony?' 
* Afk me no queftions,' cried he, * unlefs you would 
drive me to madnefs.' 

' My Billy, my love,' faid fhe, ' what can be the 
meaning of this ? — I beg you will deal openly with 
me, and tell me all your griefs.' 

* Have you dealt fairly with me Aipclia?' faid he. 

* Yes furely,' faid Ihc ; ^ Heaven is my witnefs how 
fairly.' 

* Nay, do not call Heaven,' cried he, ' to witnefs 
a falihood. You have not dealt openly with me, 

' Amelia. You have concealed fecrets from me ; fe- 
' crets which I ought to have known, and which, if 
'J[ had known, it had been better for us both.' 

* You aftonifh me as much as you Ihock me,' 
cried {he. * What falfhood, what treachery, have I 
' been guilty of?' 

* You tell me,' faid he, * that I can have no re- 

* liance on James ; why did you not tell me fo be- 

* fore?' 

* I call Heaven again,' faid fhe, ' to witnefs ; nay, 
' I appeal to yourfelf for the truth of it ; 1 have 
' often told you fo. I have told you I difliked the 

* mstn, notwithftanding the many favours he had 
' done you. I defired you not to have too abfolute a 
' reliance upon him I own, I had once an extreme 
'good opinion of him ; but I changed it, and I ac- 

* quainted you that I had fo ■ ■ ■■' 

Vol. XL H « "^^x. 
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* But not/ cries he, ' with the reafons why you lud 

* changed it.' 

* I was really afraid, my dear/ faid (he, ' of going 

* too far. 1 knew the obligations you had to him; 

* and if I i'ufpecled that he aded rather from vanity 
' than true friend (hip ' 

' Vanity!* cries he, ' take care, Amelia, you 
' know his motive to be much worfe than vanity • 

* A motive, which, if he had piled obligations on me 

* till they had reached the fkies, would tumble all 
' down to hell. It is in vain to conceal it logger— I 

* know ail— -your confident hath told me all.* 

* Nay, then,' cries {he, • on my knees I entreat you 
' to be pacified, and hear me out. It was, my dear, 

* for you, my dread of your jealous honour, and the 

* fatal confequences.* 

* Is not Amelia, then,' cried he, ' equally jealous 
' of my h;jnour ! Would fhe, from a weak tendernefs 
' for my perfon, go privately about to betray, to un- 

* dormiiie, the moll invaluable treafuro of my foul ? 

* Would file have me pointed at as the credulous 
' dupe, the eafy fool, the tame, the kind cuckold 

* of a rafcal, with whom I converfed as a friend ?' 

* Indeed, you injure me,' faid Amelia. * Heaven 

* forbid I ihould have the tri^l ; but, 1 think, I could 
*! facrifice all 1 hold mofl dear, to preferve your ho- 

* nour. I think, I ha\'e fhewn I can. But I will— 
' when you are cool, I will — fatisfy you I have done 

* nothing you ought to blame.* 

* I am cool then,' cries he — * I will with the 

* grcateil coolnefs hear you. But do not think, 

* Amelia, 1 have the leall jealcufy, the leall fufpi- 

* cion, the lead doubt, of your honour. It is your 

* want of confidence in me alone which I blame.' 

* V/hen you are calm,' cried fhe, * I will fpeaki 

* and not before.' 

He afl'ured her he was calm ; and then fhe faid — 
« You have juftified my'condud by your prefent paf- 

* fion, in concealing from you my fufpicions ; for 

* they were no more, nay it is poffible they were unjuft: 

* for fince the doftor, in betraying the fecret to you, 
' hsith fo faJfified my opiuvou of Kim, why may I not 
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be as well dccwved in my opinion of the colonel ; fince 
it was only formed on fomc particulai;s in his beha- 
viour, which I difliked ? for, upon my honour, he 
never fpoke a word to me, nor hath been ever 
guilty of any 4ireft adlion which I could blame.* 
le then went oh, and related moll of the circum- 
mces which fhe had mentioned to the dodlor, omit- 
ig one or two of the ftrongeft, and giving fuch a 
rn to the reil; that, if Booth had not had fome of 
thello's blood in him, his wife would have almoft 
)peared a prude in his eyes. Even he, however, was 
•etty well pacified by this narrative, and faid he was 
lad to find a pofllbility of the colonel's innocence ; 
ut that he greatly commended the prudence of his 
Ife, and only wiihed (he would for the future make 
im her only confidant. 

Amelia, upon that, exprefled fomc bitternefs againft 
tie dodor for breaking his trull ; when Booth, in his 
xcufe, related all the circumftances of the letter, and 
)lainly convinced her, that the fecret had dropt by 
nere accident from the mouth of the doftor. 

"J^hus the hufband and wife became again reconciled ; 
md poor Amelia generoufly forgave a palTion, of which 
the fagacious reader is better acquainted with the real 
caufe, than was that unhappy lady. 

CHAP. vir. 

In luhicb Booth receives a 'vijit from Captain Trent, 

WHEN Booth grew pcrfeftly cool, and be- 
gan to retledl that he had broken his word 
fo the doiitor, in having made the difcovery to his 
^'ife, whirh we have feen in the laft chapter, that 
^Hought gave him great uneafinefs ; and now, to com- 
fort him, Captain Trent came to make him a vifit. 
^Ms was, indeed, almoft the laft man in the world, 
•^liofe company he wiflied for; for he was the only 
3Jan he was afhamed to fee, for a reafon well known 
^ gamefters ; among whom, the moft diihonourable 
3f all things is, not to pay a debt, contraded at the 
gaming-table, the next day, or the next time at Icaft: 
^J»at yoo /ec tkc party. 

H z ^^^"^ 
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Booth made no douht^ but that Trent was 
purpofe to receive this debt; the latter 
therefore fcarce a minute in the room, befc 
began, in an aukward manner, to apolog 
Trent immediately Aopt his mouth, and fai 
' not want the money, Mr. Booth, and you 

* it tt\c whenever you are able ; and, if yo 

* ver able, I affurc you I will never afk you i 
This gencrofity raifed fuch a tern pell of 

in Booth, (if I may be allowed the expreflion' 
tears buril from his eyes, and it was fome tij 
he could find any utterance for thofe fentim 
which his mind overflowed ; but, when he 
exprefs his thankfulnefs, Trent immediate] 
him, and gave a fudden turn to their difcour 
Mrs. Trent had been to vilit Mrs. Boot 
mafqucrade evening, which vifit Mrs. BootI 
yet returned. Indeed this was only the fe 
iince ihe had received it. Trent therefore 
his friend, that he fhould take it extreme! 
he and his lady would wave all ceremony, 
at their houfe the next evening. Booth h 
moment — butprefently faid, * I am pretty c 

* wife is not engaged, and I will undertake 

* I am fure fhe will not refafe any thing A 

* can afk.* And foon after Trent took B< 
him to walk in the Park. 

There were few greater lovers of a bo 
Trent ; he foon propofed therefore to adjou 
KingVarms tavern, where Booth, though mw 
his inclination, accompanied him. But T 
very importunate, and Booth did not think t 
liberty to refufe fuch a requeft to a man from 
had fo lately received fuch obligations. 

When they came to the tavern, however, 1 
colledled the omiilion he had been guilty of 
before. He wrote a ihort note therefore to 
acquainting her, that he fhould not come 
fupper ; but comforted her with a faithful pre 
he would on no accoufit engage himfelf in g 

The firft bottle pafTed in ordinary con? 
but, when they had tap]^vid x.\i^ fe^owi» fl 
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3mc hints which Trent gave him, very fairly laid 
pen to him his whole circumdances, and declared he 
Imoft defpaired of mending them. * My chief re- 
lief,* faid he, ' was in the intereft of Colonel James; 
bnt I have given up thofe hopes/ 

• And vicry wifely too,* faid Trent. ♦ I fay nothing 
' of the colonel's good will. Very likely he may be 
' your fincere friend ; but I do not believe he hath 
' the intereft he pretends to. He hath had too many 
' favoirrs in his own family, to aflc any more yet 
' « while. But I am miftaken, if you have not a much 
' more powerful friend than the colonel ; one, who 
' is both able and willing to ferve you. I dined at 

his table within thefe two days ; and I never heard 
kinder nor warmer expreffions from the mouth of 
man, than he made ufe of towards you. I make no 
doabt you know whom 1 mean.* 

• Upoft my honour, I do not,' anfwcrcd Booth ; * nor 
did I guefs that I had fuch a friend in the world a» 
yon mention.' 

• I am glad then,' cries Trent, • that I have the 
pleafure of informing you of it.' He then named 

the noble peer, who hath been already fo oft^n men- 
doned in this hiftory. 
Booth turned pale, and ftarted at his name. ' I for- 

* give you, my dear Trent,' cries Booth, • for menti- 
' oning his name to me, as you are a ftranger to what 

* hath paffed between us.' 

• Nay, I know nothing that hath pafTed between 

* you,' anfwered Trent. * I am fure, if there is any 

* quarrel between you of two days ftanding, all irf 
' forgiven on his part.' 

• JD — n his forgivenefs,' faid Booth. * Perhaps I 

* ought to bin fh at what I have forgiven.' 

• You furprife me,' cries Trent. « Pray what can 
' be the matter ?' 

• Indeed, my dear Trent,' cries Booth very gravely, 
' he would have injured me in the tendcreft part. I 

* know not how to tell it you ; but he would have 

* diflionoiired me with my wife.' 

■ * Sure, you arc not in earneft,' anfwered Trent ; 

H i * \iNiX» 
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* but, if you are, you will pardon me for thinkiog 

* that impoffible.' 

' Indeed/ cries Booth, * I have fo good an opinioB 

* of my wife, as to believe it impoffible for jhim to 
' fuccecd ; but that he ihould intend me the favcor, 

* you will not, I believe, think an impoffibility/ 

' Faith ! not in the leaft,' faid Trent. ' 'Mrs. 
' Booth is a very fine woman ; and if I had the ho- 
*. nour to be her hufband, I (hould not be angry with 

* any man for liking her.* 

'But you would be angry,' faid Booth, ' with a 
' man, who ihould make ufe of ftratagems and con- 
' trivances to feduce her virtue ; efpeciaily if he did 
' this under the colour of entertaining the higheft 
« friendihip for yourfelf.' 

* Not at all,' cries Trent. ' It is human natare/ 

* Perhaps it is,' cries Booth ; ' but it is human 
» nature depraved, ftript of all its worth, and lovcli- 

* nefs, and dignity, and degraded down to a level 

* with the vilell brutes.' 

' Look ye. Booth,' cries Trent, * I would not be 
< mifunderilood. I think, when I am talking to you, 

* I talk to a man of fenfe, and to an inhabitant of this 
' country ; not to one who dwells in a land of faints. 

* If you have really fuch an opinion as you exprefs 
' of this noble Lord, you have the fineft opportunit/ 

* of making a complete fool and bubble^! him that 
' any man can defire, and of making your own for- 
' tune at the fame time. I do not fay that your fsf- 
' picions are groundlefs ; for, of all men upon earth, I 

* know my Lord is the greateft bubble to women, 
' though I believe he hath had very few. And this I 

* am confident of, that he hath not the leaft jealonfv 
' of thefe fufpicions. Now therefoi«» if you will aft 
' the part of a wife man, I will undertake that you (hall 

* make your fortune, without the leaft injury to the 

* chaftity of Mrs. Booth.' 

' I do not underfland you, fir,' faid Booth. 

' Nay,' cries Trent, * if you will not undeidand 
' me, I have done. I meant only your iervice ; and I 
^ thought I had known you better/ 

« Booth 
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Booth begged him to explain himfelf. ' If you 
can,* faid he, * fhcw me any way to improve Aich 
circumftances as I hftve opened to you, you itoay de- 
pend on it I (hall readily embrace it, and own my 
obligations to you.' 

' That is fpokcn like a man/ cries Trent. 'Why, 
what is it more than this ? Carry your fuipicions ia 
your own bofom. Let Mrs. Booth, in whofe virtue 
I am fure you may be jufUy confident, go to the 
public places ; there let her treat my lord with com- 
mon civility only ; I am fure he will bite. And 
thus, without fuffering him to gain his purpofe, you 
will gain yours. I know fcveral who have fucceeded 
with him in this manner.' 

* I am very forry, fir,' cries Booth, * that you are 
acquainted with any fuch rafcals. I do afiure you, 
rather than I would ad fuch a' part, I would fubmit 
to the hardeft fisntence that fortune could pronounce 
againft me.' 

* Do as you pleafe, fir,' faid Trent j * I have only 
ventured toadvi(b you as a friend. But do you not 
think your nicety is a little over-fcrupulous ?' 

* You will excufe me, fir,'' faid Booth ; • bat I 
think no man can be too fcrupulous in points which 
concern his honour.' 

* I know many men of very nice honour,' anfwered 
'rent, * who have gone much, farther ; and no man, 
I am fure,. had ever a better excufe for it than your- 
felf. — You will forgive me. Booth, fince what I 
fpeak proceeds from my love to you ; nay, indeed, 
by mentioning your afi^kirs to me, which I am hear- 
tily forry for, you have given me a right to fpeak.. 
You know beft.what friends you have to depend up- 
on ; but, if you have no other pretenfions than your 
merit, I can aflure you, you would fail, if it was 
pofiible you could have ten times more merit than 
you have. And, if you love your wife, as I am con- 
vinced you do, what mud be your condition, ia 
feeing her want the necefl"aries of life ?' 

* I know my condition is very hard,' cries Booth j 
but I have one comfort in it, which I will never part 
with, and thjjt is innocence. As x.o \ii<i t^t\t \i^- 

H 4 * ^^^ij{\t% 
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• ceflaries of life, however, it is pretty dilEcult to 

• deprive us of them ; this I am fare of, no one can 
' want them long.' ' 

* Upon my word, fir,* cries Trent, * I did not know 
' you had been fo greats philofopher. But, believe 
' me, thefe matters look much lefs terrible at a dif- 
' tapce, than when they are adtually prefent. Yon 
' will then find, I am afraid, that honour hath do 
' more fkill in cookery, than Shakefpeare tells us it 

* hath in furgery.— — D— n me, if I don*t wifh his 
' Lordfhip loved my wife as well as he doth yours, I 

* promife you 1 would trull her virtue ; and, if he 
' ihould get the better of it, I fhould have people of 
' fafhion enough to keep me in countenance.' 

Their fecond bottle being now almoft out. Booth, 
without making any anfwer, called for a bill. Trent 
preil very muoh the drinking of another bottle; bat 
Booth abfolutely^ refufed, and prelently afterwards 
they parted, not extremely well fatitfied with eacii 
other. They appeared indeed one to the other in 4ir- 
advantageous lights of a very different kind* Trent 
concluded Booth to be a very filly fellow ; and Booth 
began to fufpedb^ that Trent was very little better than 
a Icoundrel. 

CHAP. VIII. 
Contains a letter ^ and other matters* 

WE will now return to Amelia ; to whom, ihi- 
mediately upon her Kufband's departure to 
walk with Mr. Trent, a porter brought the follow- 
ing letter ; which fhe immediately opened aad read* 

' Madam, 

THE quick difpatch which I have given to 
your firfl commands, will, I hope, anure you 
of the diligence with which I fhall always obey every 
command that you are pleafed to honour me with. 
I have indeed, in this trifling affair, afted as if 
my life itfelf had been at (lake; nay, I know not 
bat it may be fo ; for this infi^nificant matter yoa 
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* was pleafed ta tell me, would oblige the charming 
' pcrfoa in whofe power is not only my happincfs^ 
' but, as I am well perfuaded, my life too. Let me 
' reap therefore fome little advantage in your eyes, as 
' you have in mine, from this trifling occafion : for if 
' any thing could add to the charms of which you are 
' miflrefs, it would be perhaps that amiable zeal with 
' which you maintain the caufe of your friend. I 

* hope, indeed, fhe will be my friend and advocate 
' with fhe moft lovely of her fex, as I think fhe hath 
' reafon, anrd as you was pleafed to iniinuate fhe had 
' been. Let me befeech you, madam, let not that 

* dear heart, whofe tendernefs is {o inclined to com- 

• paffionate the miferies of others, be hardened only 

* againfl the fufferings which itfe If occafion s. Let not 

• that man alone have reafon to think you cruel, who, 

• of all others, would do the mod to procure your 

* kindiiefsr How often have I lived over in my re- 
f flexions, in my dreams, thofe two fhort minutes we 
' were together? But alas ! how faint are thefe mi- 

* micries of the imagination t What would I not 

• give to purchafe the reality of fuch another blefling I 

• This, madam, is in your power, to bellow on the 
' man who hath no wi(h, no will, no fortune, no 

• heart, no life, but what are at your difpofal. Grant 

* me only the favour to be at I^dy 's afTembly. 

' You can- have nothing to fear from indulging 

' me with a moment's fight, a moment's converfa- 

* tion ; I will aflc no more, l know your delicacy, 

• and had rather die than offend it. Could I have Teen 

* yoa fometimes, I believe the fear of oflencUng you 

* would have kept my love for ever buried in my own 

* bofom ; but, to be totally excluded even from the 

• fight of what my foul doats on, is what I cannot 

• bear, it is that alone which hath extorted the fatal 

• fecret from me. Let that obtain your forgivencfs for 

• me. I need not fign this letter, otlicrwife than 

* with that impreflion of my heart which I hope it 

• bears ; and, to conclude it in any fDrni, no lan- 

• guage hath words of devotion ilrong enough to tell 

* you with what truth, what anguilh, what zeal, what 
' adoration, I love you.' 

li 5 K^w^vj^ 
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Amelia had juft ftrength to hold out to the end, 
when her trembling grew fo violent, that (he dropt 
the letter, and had probably dropt herfelf, had not 
Mrs. Atkinfon come timely m to fopport her. 

* Good Heavens !* cries Mrs Atkinfon, ' what is 
' the matter with you, madam ?' 

' I know not what is the matter,' cries Amelia ; 

* but 1 have received a letter at laft from that infa- 

* mous colonel.' 

^ You will take my opinion again then, I hope, 

* madam,' cries Mrs. Atkinfon. ' But don't be fo af- 
' feded ; the letter cannot eat ^ou, or run away with 

* you.— Here it lies, I fee ; will you give me leave 

* to read it ?' 

' Read it with all my heart,' cries AiQelia, ' and 
' give ne your advice how to .a£l ; for I am almofl 

* diilraaed.' 

* Hey day!' fays Mrs. Atkinfon, * 4iere is apiece of 

* parchment too— —What is that ?* In truth, this 
parchment had dropt from the letter when Amelia 
£rft opened it : but her attention was fo fixed by the 
contents of the letter itfelf, that fhe had never read 
the other. Mrs. Atkinfon had now opened the 
parchment firft ; and,, after a moment's perufal, the 
^re fiaihed from her eyes, and the blood fluihed into 
her cheeks, and ihe cried out in a rapture, ' It is a 

* commiflion for my hufband; upon my foul, it is a 

* commifiion for my huiband ;' and at the fame time 
began to jump about the room, in a kind of frantic Ht 
of joy. 

' Whfit can be the meaning of all this ?' cries Ame- 
lia, under the highefl degree of aftonifhment. 

* Do not I tell you, my dear madam,' cried ihe, 
' that it is acommiifion for my hufband ; and can ycu 

* wonder- at my being overjoyed at what I know wjU 

* make him (o happy?— -And now it is all out* The 
' letter is not from the colonel, but from that noble 

* Lord of whom I have told you fo much. But in- 

* deed, madam, I have feme pardons to alk of you. — 

* However, I know your goodnefs, and I will tell 

* you all.' 

* Yott 
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' You are to know then, madaxn, that I had noc 
5een in the opera-houfe fix minutes before a mafque 
rame up, and taking me by the hand, led me afide. 
! gave the mafque my hand ; and feeing a lady ar 
hat time lay hold on Capt. Booth, I took that op-- 
)ortunity of flipping away from him : for though by 
he help of the fqueaking voice, and by attempting 

mimic yours, 1 had pretty well difguifed my 
>wn, I was ftill afraid, if I had much convcrfation 
jrith your hufband, he would difcove/me. I walk- 
d therefore away with this mafque to the upper end 
•f the fartheft room, where we fat down in a corner 
ogether. He prefently difcovercd to me, that he 
ook me for you ; and I foon after found out who he- 
/as : indeed, fo far from attempting to diiguife him- 
blf, he fpoke in his own voice, and in his own per- 
on. He now began to make very violent love to 
le ; but it was rather in the ftile of a great man of 
fie prefent age, than of an Arcadian fwain. Iti 
lort, he laid his whole fortune at my feet, and badr 
le make whatever terms I pleafed, either for my- 
:lf or for others. By others, I fuppofc, he meant 
our hufband. This, however, put a thought into- 
\y head, of turning the prefent occafion to ad- 
antage. I told him, there were two kinds of per- 
ms, the fallacioufnefs of whofe promifes had be- 
)me proverbial' in the world. Thefe were lovers, 
id great men. What reliance then could I havci 

1 the promife of one, who united in himfelf both- 
lofe charaders ? That I had feen a melancholy in- 
mce, in a very worthy woman of my acquaintance 
neaning myfelf, niadamy of his want of genero- 
y. J wid, I knew the obligations that he had to- 
is woman, and the injuries he had done her ; all 
liich I was convinced fhe forgave : for that ihe bad 
id thehandfomeft things in the world of him to me. 
eanfwcred, that he thought he had not been defi- 
ant in generofity to this lady (for I explained to 
n whom I meant) ; but that indeed, if (he had" 
3ke well of him to me (meaning yourfeif,. ma- 
m) he would not fail to reward her for fuch an ob- 
-ation* I then told him Ihe had married a very 

H 6 * ^^iNfvti'is^ 
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« defcrving man, who had fcrved long In the army 
< abroad as a private man, and who was a ferjeant ia 
' the guards ; that I knew it was- (o very ea.fy for him 

* to get him a commiilion, that I fhould not think he 
' had any honour or goodnefs in the world, if he neg-* 

* leded it. I declared this flep muil be a preliminary 

* to any good opinion he mud ever hope for of mine. 

* I then profefTed the greateft friendfhip to that lady 

* (in which I am convinced you' will think me ferioas) 

* and aiTured him he would give me one of the high" 
' eftpleafures, in letting me be the inftrument of doing 
' her fuch a fervice. He promifed me in a moment to 

* do what you fee, madam y he hath ilace done. And 

* to you I fhall always think myfelf indebted for it.' 

• 1 know not how you are indebted to me,' cries 
Amelia. * Indeed, I am very ,glad of any good for-* 

* tune that can attend poor A-tkinfon : but I wiih it 
« had been obtained fome other way. Good Heavens I 
' what mull be the confequence of this ? What mutl 

* this Lord thin^k of me, for liflening to his mention 
*' of love ; nay, for making any terms with him ? for 

* what muft he fuppofe thofe terms mean.^ Indeed^ 
*^ Mrs. Atkinfon, you carried it a great deal too farr 

* No wonder he had the aHurance to write to me in 
' the manner he hath done.. It is too plain what he 

* conceives of me, and who knows what he may 

* fay to others. You may have blown up my rc- 

* putation by your behaviour.' 

' How is that poffible ?' anfwered Mrs. Atkinfon, 

* Is it not in my power to clear up all matters ? K 

* you will but give me lea^ve to make an appointment 
' in your name, I will meet him myfelf, and declare 

* the whole fecret to him.' 

* I will confent to no fiich appointment/ cries 
Amelia. * I am heartily forry I ever confented to 

* practife any deceit. I plainly fee the truth of what 

* I>r, Harrilbn hath often told me, that if one ftcps 
' ever fo little out of the way of virtue and innocence^ 

* we know not how we may Hide ; for all the ways of 

* vice are a flippery defcent.' 

* Tiiat fentiment,' cries Mrs. Atkinfon, ' is much 

* older than Dr. Harrifon. Omxe 1; it turn mfrocliw efi,^ 
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* However new or old it is, 1 find it is true/ crie» 
Amelia.—' But pray, tell me all, though I trem« 

* ble to hear it..' 

* Indeed^ my dear friend,' faid Mrs. Atkinfon, 

* you are terrined at nothing—Indeed, indeed, yoo 

* are too great .a prude** 

* I do not know what you mean by prudery,' an-^ 
fwered Amelia. ' 1 fhall never be afnamed of the" 
' ftridleft regard to decency, to reputation, and to 
' that honour in which the deare^ of all human crea<* 

* tnres hath his ihare. But pray give me the letter, 
' there is an expreilion in it which alarmed me when £ 
' read it.-^Pray, what doth he mean by his two ihort 

* minutes, and by pnrchaiing the reality of fuch ano** 

* ther bicffing?' 

' Indeed, I know not what he means by two mi-^ 

* nutes,' cries Mrs. Atkinfon, * un^efs he calls two 

* hours fo; for we were not together much lefs.— And 
' as for any bleiUng he had— I am a fbanger to it* 
' Sure, I hope you have a better opinion of me, thaa 
' to think I granted him the laft favour.' 

' I don't know what favours you granted him, ma« 
' dam, anfwered Amelia peevifhly ; but I am forr/ 
' you granted him any in my name.' 

* Upon my word,' cries Mrs. Atkinfon, 'you \xCe 

* me unkindly— and it is an ufage I did not expe6l at 

* your hands ; nor do I know that I have deferved it* 

* I am fure I went to the mafc^erade with no other 

* view than to oblige you ; nor did I fay or do any 

* thing there which any woman, who is not the moft 
' confounded prude upon earth, would have fl2^'ted ac 
' on a much \tk occaiion than what induced me. 
' Well, I declare upon my foul then, that, if I was a 
' man, rather than be married to a woman who makei 
' fuch a fufs with her virtue, I would wifh my wife 
' was without fuch a troublefome companion.' 

* Very poflibly, madam, thefe may be your fcnti- 
' ments,' cries Amelia ; ' and I hope they arc the fen- 
' timents of your hulband.* 

* I defire, madam,' cries Mrs. Atkinfon, ' you 

* would not refle<St on my huiband. He is as worthy a 
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* man, and as brave a man as yours; yes> madam, 

* and he is now as much a captain.' 

She fpoke thofe words with fo loud a voice, that At- 
kinfon, who was accidentally going op flairs, heard 
them ; and, being furprifed at the angry tone of his 
wife's voice, he entered the room, and with a look of 
much afloniHiment^ begged to know what was the 
matter. 

* The matter, my dear,* cries Mrs. Atkinfon, ' is 
' that I have got a commiflion for you, and your good 

* old friend here is angry with me for getting it.' 

* I have not fpirits enow,* cries Amelia, ' to an- 
' fwer you as you deierve ; and, if I had^ you are bc- 

• low my anger.' 

' I do not know, Mrs. Booth,' anfwered the other, 

• whence this great fuperiority over me is derived i 

• but, if ycur virtue gives it you, I would have you 

* to know, madam, that I defpife a prude, as much 
« as you can do a . 

* Though you have feveral times,' cries Amefia^ 

* infulted me with that word, I fcorn to give you any 

• ill language in return. If you defervc any bad ap- 

• pellation-, you know it, without my telling it yea.* 
Poor Atkinfon, who was more frightened than he 

had ever been in his life, xiid all he could to procure 
peace. He fell upon his knees to his wife, and begged 
ner to compofe herfelf ; for, indeed, fhe feemed to be 
in a moft furious rage. 

While he was in this pofture. Booth, who had 
knocked fo gently at the door, for fear of difturbing 
his wife, that he had not been heard in the tcmpeft, 
came into the room. The moment Amelia faw him> 
the tears, which had been gathering for fome time^ 
bnrft in a torrent from her eyes, which, however, fhe 
endeavoured to conceal with her handkerchief. The 
entry of Booth turned all in an inflant into a filent 
piflure; in which, the firft figure which ftruck the 
eyes of the captain, was the ferjeant on his knees to 
his wife. 

Booth immediately cried — • What's the meaning 
of this ? — but received no anfwer. He then caft his 
^yes wivards Amelia ; and plainly difccrning her con- 
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ition^ he ran to her, and in a very tender phrafe 
pegged to know what was the matter. To which- fhe 
.nfwered^ — * Nothing, my dear, nothing, my dear> 
nothing of any conlequence.' He replied — that he 
vould know ; and dien tamed to Atkinfon, and aiked 
;he fame queHion.' 

Atkinfon anfwered, ' Upon my hononr, iir, I 
' know nothing of it. Something hath pafTed 

f between madam a|id my wife; but what it is, I 
■ know no more than your honour.* 

* Your wife,* faid Mrs. Atkinfon, ' hath ufed me 
« cruelly ill, Mr. Booth. If you muft be fatifificd„ 

* that is the whole matter.* 

Booth rapt out a great oath, and cried, ' It is 
' impoillble ; my wife is not capable of ufing any 

* one ill.' 

Amelia then caft herfelf upon her knees to her huf- 
band, and cried, * For Heaven's fake, do not throw 

* yourfdf into a paffion — Some few words have pad—' 

* Perhaps 1 may be in the wrong.' 

* Damnation feize me, if I think fo, cries Booth. 

* And I wifh whoever hath drawn thefe tears from 

* your eyes, may pay it with as many drops of their 

* heart's blood' 

* You fee, madam,' cries Mrs. Atkinfon, * you 

* have your bully to take your part; fo, I fuppofe, 

* you will ufe your triumph.' 

Amelia made no anfvver ; but ftill kept hold of 

Booth, who, in a violent rage, cried out, * My 

' Amelia triumph over.fuch a wretch as thee 1 ■ 
' What can lead thy infolence to fuch prefumption ? 
' Serjeant, I dcfire you'll take that monfler out of the 
' room, or I cannot anfvver for myfelf.' 

The ferjeant was beginning to beg his wife to retire, 
(for he perceived very plainly, that fhe had, as the 
phrafe is, taken a fip too much that evening) when, 
with a rage little Ihort of madnefs, fhe cried out,— 

* And do you tamely fee me infulted in fuch a manner 

* now that you are a gentleman and upon a footing 

* with him ?' 

* It is lucky for us all, perhaps,' anfwered Booth, 

* that he is not my equal.* 
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* Too Bey firrah,' faid Mrs. Atklnfon, ' he is cToy 
' way your equal ; he is as good a gentleman as yoar- 

* felf» and as much an officer. No, I retrad what ' 

* I fay — he hath not the ipirit of a gentleman, nor of 
' a man neither— or he would not bear to fee his wife 

* infulted.' 

' Let me beg of vou^ my dear,', cries the ferjeant, 

* to go with me and compofe yourfelf.' 

* Go with thee, thou wretch,*— —cries (he, look- 
ing with the utmoft difdain upon him, ■ ■ * no, nor 

* ever fpeak to thee more.'— —At which words ihe 
burit out of the room : and the ferjeant, without fky« 
xng a word, followed her. 

A very tender and pathetic fcene now paffed be- 
tween Booth and his wife,- in which, when ihe was a 
little compofed, ihe related to him the whole ftoryr 
For befides that it was not poffible for her otherwife to 
account for the quarrel which he had feen,^ Booth was 
now poiTefTed of the letter that Fay on th-e floor^ 

Amelia having emptied her mind to her hufband, 
and obtained his faithful promife that he would not 
refent the affair to my lord, was pretty well compofed, 
and began to relent a little towards Mrsr Atkinfon; 
but Booth was fo highly incenfed with her, that he 
declared he would leave her houfe the ne;tt morning; 
which they both accordingly did, and immediately ac- 
commodated themfclves with convenient apartments 
within a few doors of their friend the dodlor. 

CHAP. IX. 

Containing fame things 'worthy oB/er'vatioir» 

NOtwithftanding the exchange of his lodgings. 
Booth did not forget to fend an excufe to Mr, 
Trent, of whofe converfatiou he had taken a full fur- 
feit the preceding evening. 

That day in his walks. Booth met with an old bro- 
ther-.officer, who had ferved with him at Gibraltar, 
and was on half-pay as well as himfelf. He had not, 
indeed, had the fortune of being broke with his regi- 
ment, as was Booth ; but had gone out, as they call it. 



Chap. IX. AMELIA. ii$ 

on half-pay as a lieutenant, a rank to which he had 
rifen in five and thirty years. 

This honeft gentleman, after fbme diicourfe with 
fiooch, deiired him to lend him half a crown ; which 
he alTured him he would faithfully pay the next day, 
when he was to receive fome money for his fifter. Thi» 
£fler was the widow of an officer that had been killed 
in the fea-fervice ; and (lie and her brother lived to- 
gether, on their joint-flock, out of which, they main- 
tained likewife an old mother, and two of the filter's 
children, theeldefl of which was about nine years old» 

* You muft know,* faid the old lieutenant, * I have 

* been difappointed this morning by an old fcoundrel> 
, • who wanted fifteen per cent* for advancing my fif- 

* ter*s penfion ; but I have now got an honcft fellow> 

* who hath promifed it me to-morrow, at ten per 

* cent/ 

' And enough too of all confcicnce,' cries Booth. 

• Why, indeed, 1 think fo too,' anfwered the other> 
' confidering it is fure to be paid one time or other* 

* To fay the truth, it is a little hard the government 

* doth not pay thofe penfions better ; for my filler's 
'* hath been due almoft thefe two years; that is my 
' way of thinkine.' 

Booth anfwered he was afhamed to refufe him fuch a 
fum ; bat, ' Upon my foul,^ faid he, ' I have not a 

* fingle half-penny in my pocket j for I am in a worfe 

* condition, if poffible, than yourfelf ; for I have loft 

* all my money, and what is worfe, I owe Mr. Trent;^ 
' whom you remember at Gibraltar, fifty pounds. 

' Remember him 1 yes, d — n him, 1 remember hin^ 
' very well,' cries the old gentleman, * though he 

* will not remember roe. He is jgrown fo great now^ 

* that he will not fpeak to his old acquaintance; and. 
*■ yet I fhould be afhamed of myfHf to be great in fuck 

* a manner.' 

' What manner do you mean }^ cries Booth a littlft 
eagerly. 

* Whjr, pimjping,' anfwered the other.. * He i» 

* pimp in ordinary to my lord — , who keeps hif 
' famupr ; or how the devil he lives elfe I don't knowf 

* for his place is not worth three h\iadtcd ^ouiwi^ 9^ 
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^ year, and he and his wife fpend a thoufand at leaf!. 

* But fhc keeps an aflenibly, which, I believe, if you 

* was to call a bawdy-houfe, yon would not mif-namc 
' it. But d— n me, if I had not rather be an honeft 

* man, and walk on foot, with holes in my fhocs, sb 
' I do now, or go without a dinner, as I and all my 

* family will to-day, than ride In a chariot, and feaJl 

* by fuch .means. I am honeft Bob Hound, and always 
' will be ; that's my way of thinking ; and there's no 
*. man Ihall call me otherwife; for if he doth, I will 

* knock him down for a lying rafcal ; that h my way 

* of thinking.* 

* And a very good way of thinking too,' cries Boothr 

* However, you fhall not want a dinner to-day ; for if 
' you will go home with me, I will lend yon a crown 

* with all my heart. 

' Lookee,' faid the old man, if it be any wife in- 

* convenient to you, 1 will not have it ; for I will 
' never rob another man of his dinner, to eat myfelf 

* —that is my way of thinking.* 

' Pooh,' faid Booth, * never mention fuch a tnflc 

* twice between you and me. Befides, you fay yoo 

* can pay it me to-morrow ; and I promife you that 

* will be the fame thing.' 

They then walked together to Booth's lodgings^ 
where Booth, from Amelia's pocket, gave his friend 
doable the little fum he had afked. Upon which, the 
old gentleman ihook him heartily by the hand, and 
repeating his intention of paying him the next day, 
made the befl of his way to a butcher's, whence he 
carried off a leg of mutton to a family that had lately 
kept Lent without any religious merit. 

When he was gone, Amelia afked her kufband who 
that old gentleman was. Booth anfwered, he was one 
of the fcandals of his country. That the duke of 
Marlborough had about thirty years before made him 
an enfign from a private man, for very particular me- 
rit ; and that he had not long fince gone out of the 
army with a broken heart, upon having feveral boys 
put over his head. He then gave her an account of 
his family, which he had heard from the old gentle- 
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man in their way to his hoafe, and with which we have 
already in a concife manner acquainted the reader. 

* Good Heavens !' cries Amelia^ * what are our 
^ ;^at men made of! are they in reality a diftinft 
' ipecies from the refl of mankind ? are they bora 

* without hearts ?* 

* One would indeed fometimes/ cries Booth, ' be 
' inclined to think fo. In truth, they have no per* 
' fed idea of thofe common diflreffes of mankind 

* which are far removed from their own iphere. Com- 

* paflion, if thoroughly examined, will, I believe, ap- 

* pear to be the fellow-feeling only of men of the fame 
' rank and degree of life for one another, on account 

* of the evils to which they themfelves are liable. Our - 

* fenfations are, I am afraid, very cold towards thofe 

* who arc at a great dirtance from us, and whofe cala- 

* mities can confequently never reach us. 

' I remember,* cries Amelia, * a fentiment of Dr. 

* Harrifon's, which he told me was in feme Latin 

* book ; / am a man myfelfy and my heart is inter eft ed in 
' ivhate<ver can hefal the reft of mankind. That is the 
' fentiment of a good man, and whoever thinks other- 
' wife is a bad one.' 

* I have often told you, my dear Emily,' cries 
Booths * that all men, as well the befl as the worft, 

* ad alike from the principle of felf-love. Where 
' benevolence thereTore is the uppermofl paflion, felf- 
' love directs you to gratify it by doing good, and b^ 
' relieving the diftredes of others ; for they are then 
' in reality your own. But where ambition, avarice, 
' pride, or any other paifion, governs the man, and 
' keeps his benevolence down, the miferies of all 
' other men affedl him no more than they would a 
' ftock or a ftone. And thus the man and his Aatue 

* have often the fame degree of feeling or companion. 

' I have often wiflied, my dear,' cries Amelia, ' to 
' hear you converfe with Dr. Harrifon on this fubjeft ; 

* for I am fure he would convince you, though I can't, 
' that there are really fuch things as religion and 

* virtue.' 

This was not the firfl hint of this kind which 
Amelia had given ; for (he fometimes a^^rek^uded 
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from his difcourfe that he was little better than an 
atheift. A confideration which did not diminifh her 
aff'cdtion for him ; bat gave her great aneaEnefs.. On 
ftli Aich occaiions. Booth immediately titrned thejiT- 
courfe to fome other fubjed ; for though he had in 
other points a great opinion of his wife's capadty ; yet 
■s a divine or a phiiofopher, he did not hold her it a 
very refpe£iable light, nor did he lay any great llreft 
on her fentiments in fach matters. He now there* 
fore gave a fpeedy tarn to the converfation, and began 
to talk of affairs below the dignity q{ this hiitory. 
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CHAP. I. 
Containing a very folite/cene, 

' E will now look back to fotnc pcrfonages, 
who, though not the principal charadlers in 
ftory, have yet made too confiderable a figure in' 
e abruptly dropt. And thcfe arc colonel James 
s lady. 

s fond couple never met till dinner the day af- 
; mafquerade, when they happened to be alone 
er in an antichambcr before the arrival of the 

the company. 

; converfation began with the colonel's faying, 
pe, madam, yon got jio cold lafl: night at the 
^uerade.' To which the lady anfwered by much' 
me kind of queftion. 

:y then fat together near five migutes without 
»g their mouths to each other. At laft Mrs. 

faid, * Pray, fir, who was that mafque with 
in the drefs of a fhepherdefs ? How could you 
)fe yourfelf by walking with fuch a trollop in 
lie; for certainly no woman of any figure would 
jar there in fuch a drefs. You know, Mr. 
es, I never interfere with your affairs ; but I 
Id, methinks, for my own fake, if I was you, 
erve a little decency in the face of the world.* 
pon my word,' faid James, * I do not know 
m yon mean. A woman in fuch a drefs might 
k to me hx ought I know^^-A t^QMfiivi ^^^c^'^Ve. 
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* (peak to me at a mafqaerade. But I promife yoo, I 

* (poke to no woman acquaintance there that I know 

* of— Indeed, I now recoiled there was a woman in 
' a drefs of a (hepherdefs ; and there was another auk- 
' ward thing in a blue domino that plagued me alit- 

* tie ; but 1 foon got rid of them. 

* And I fuppofe you do not know the lady in die 

* blue domino neither ?*— — , 

* Not I, I affure you,' faid James. * But pray, 
' why do you aik me thcfe queftions f It looks fo like 

* jealoufy.' 

' Jealoufy l* cries fhe, * I jealous ! no, Mr. James, 
' I (hall never be jealous, I promife you, efpecially of 
' the lady in the blue domino ; for to my knowledge 
' fhe defpiles you of all human race.' 

* I am heartily glad of it,' faid James ; * for I ne- 

* ver faw fuch a tall aukward monfter in my life.* 

* That is a very cruel way of telling me you knew ' 
« me.' 

* You, madam,' faid Jame?— * you was in a 

* black domino.' 

* It is not fo unufual a thing, I believe, you your- 

* felf know, to change dreffes, — I own I did it to dit 

* cover fome of your tricks. I did not think you 

* could have dillinguiflied the tall aukward monfter fo 

* well.' 

* Upon my foul,' faid James, / if it was you, 1 
« did not even fufpcd it ; fo you ought not to be of- 

* fended at what 1 have faid ignoranrly.' 

' Indeed, fir,' cries flie, * you cannot offend me 

* by any thing you can fay to my face — no, by my 

* fotil, I defpife you too much. But I widi, Mr. 

* James, you would not make me the fubjed of your 

* converfation amongll your wenches. I defire I may 

* not be afraid of meeting them for fear of their in- 

* fults : that I may not be told by a dirty trollop, 

* you make me the fubjedt of your wit amongft 

* them, of which, it fcems, I am the favour- 
' he topic. Though you have married a tall auk- 

' ward monfter, Mr. ^ames lx.\v\^^fL^t V^x^tv^^x'^^ 
* to be treated, as vour >w\('e, W\x>x \tK^^^ ^v\«^^— 
Indeed, 1 Ihall never icc^uvTfi a.x^^ tciwt:\ \tv^«^ 



ap. I. A M B L I A. 167 

4r. James, I never fhalL— I think, a wife hath a 

itle to that.' 

' Who told you this, madam ?' faid James. 

Your flut,' faid ihe, * your wench, your ihep- 
erdefs.' 

By all that's facred,' cries James, ' I do not 
jiow who the ihepherdefs was.' 

By all that's facred, then' fays (he — ' flie told me 
9* and I am convinced (he told me truth. — But I 

not wonder at your denying it ; for that is equally 
onfillent with honour as to behave in fuch a man- 
er to a wife who is a gentlewoman.— ^I hope you 

^ill allow me that, fir. Becaufe I had not quite 

3 great a fortune, I hope you do not think me be- 
eath you, or that you did me any honour in marry- 
ng me. I am come of as good a family as your- 
slf, Mr. James ; and if my brother knew how you 
reated me, he would not bear it.' 

Do you threaten me with your brother, madam f 

1 James. 

I will not be ill treated, fir,' anfwered (he. 

Nor I neither, madam,* cries he ; * and therefore 

defire you will prepare to go into the country to- 
aorrow morning.' 

Indeed, fir,' faid (he, ' I (hall not.' 

By Heavens, madam, but you (hall,' anfwered he; 

will have my coach at the door to-morrow morn- 
ig by feven ; and you (hall either go into it or be 
arried.' 

I hope, fir, you are not in earneft,' faid (he. 
iJeed, madam,' anfwered he, * but 1 amxin 
irneft, aaid refolved ; and into the country you go 
)- morrow.* 

But why into the country,' faid (he, ' Mr. James? 
7hy will you be fo barbarous to deny me the plea- 
ires of the town ?' 

Becaufe you interfere with my pleafures,' cried 
les ; * which I have told you long ago I would 
ot fubmit to. It is enough for fond couples to have 
icfe fcenes together. I thought wt Vv^ii >Qt^\v w^<^xx 
better footing, and had cared too \\\.x\^ i<^x ^^^ 
ler to become mutual plagues. 1 xViOutfciX. ^Q>a. \v^\ 
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< been fatisfied with the full liberty of doing what yoa 

* pleafe.' 

' So I am ; I defy you to fay I have ever given you 

* iny uneafmefs/ 

* How,' cries he, * have you not juft now opbrdded 
' tnc with what you heard at the mafquerade?' , 

' I own,' faid fhe, * to be infulted by fuch a creature 
' to my face (lung me to the foul. I muft have had no 

* fpirit to bear the infults of foch an animal. Nay, 

* (he fpoke of you with equal contempt. Whoever (he 

* is, I promife yon, Mr. Booth is her favourite. Bat, 
"^ indeed, fhe is unworthy any One's regard : for fhc 

* behaved like an arrant dragoon.* 

* Hang her,* cries the colonel, ' I know nothing 

* of her.' 

* Well, but, Mr. James— I am fure you will not 
' fend me into the country. Indeed, I will not go 

* into the country.' 

* If you was a reaibnable woman,' cries James, 

* perhaps I ihould not defire it. — And on one con- 

* fideration' — 

' Come, name your confideration,' faid fhe. 
' Let me firft experience your difcernment,' faid he 
« Come, Molly, let me try your judgment. 

* Can you guefs at any woman of your acquaintance 

* that I like?' 

* Sure,' faid fhe, * it cannot be Mrs. Booth!* 

* And why not Mrs. Booth,' anfwered he ? ''L flie 
' not the fineH woman in the world ?' 

' Very far from it,' replied ihe, * in my opinion.* 

* Pray what faults,* faid he, • can you find in herr* 

* In the firft place,' cries Mrs. Jame^, * her eyef 

* are too large ; and fhe hath a look with them that I 

* don't know how to defcrilje ; but I know I don't 

* like it. Then her cye-brow5 are too large; there- 

* fore, indeed, flie doth all in her power to remedy 

' this with her pincers : for if it was not for thofe, her • 

* eyebrows would be prepofterous. Then her nofe, 

* as well proportioned as it is, has a vifible icar on one 

* fide. Her neck likewilb is too protuberant for 

' the genteel fize, efpccially as fhe laces herfelf: fw 

* no ivoman in my opitvion c^jv >at. %|tTv\^^\ ^Vit^ ti ROt 
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mtirely flat before. And laftly. (he is both too 
Ihort and too tall. Well, you may laugh> Mr. 

James, I know what I mean, though I cannot well 
exprefs it. ■ I mean that (he is too tall for a 

pretty woman, and too (hort for a fine woman.— 
There is fuch a thing as a kind of infipid medium — 
a kind of fomething that is neither one thing or ano- 
ther. I know not how to exprefs it more clearly ; 
but when I fay fuch a one is a prettv woman, a pret- 
ty thing, a pretty creature, yoo know very well I 
mean a little woman ; and when I fay fuch a one is a 
very fine woman, a very fine perfon of a woman, to 
be fure I mud mean a tall woman. Now a woman 
that is between both, is certainly neither the one 
nor the other.' 

* Well, I own,* faid he, ' you have explained your* 
fclf with great dexterity ; but with all thefe imper- 
fedlions, I cannot help liking her.' 

' That you need not tell me, Mr. James,' anfwer- 
i the lady ; ^ for that I knew before you defired me 
to invite her toyourhoufe. And neverthelcfs, did 
not I, like an obedient wife, comply with yotir de- 
fires ? did I make any objedion to the party you 
propofed for the mafquerade, though I knew very 
well your motive ? what can the bcft of wives do 
more ? to procure you fuccefs is not in my power ; 
and if I may give you my opinion, I believe you 
never will fucceed with her.' 

' Is her virtue fo very impregnable,' faid he, with 
a fneer. 

* Her virtue,' anfwered Mrs. James, ' hath the bed 
guard in the world, which is a moft violent love for 
her hufband.' 

* AH pretence and affeftation,' cries the colonel. 
It is impoffible (he fhould have fo little taite, or, in. 
deed, fo little delicacy, as to like fuch a fc^Ilow.' 

' Nay, I do not much like him myfelf,' faid flie.' 
— He is not indeed at all fuch a fort of man as I 
(hould like ; but I thought he had been generally 
allowed to be handfome.' 

* He handfome ! ' cries James. ' What with a nofc 
like the probofcis of an elephant, >n\v\v \}cv5i ^Qv\^t.\^ 
Vol. XL I ^\ 
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* of ^ porter, and the legs of a chairman ? The fel- 
' low has not in the leaft the look of a gentleman ; 
' and one vvoulld rather think he had followed the 

* plough than the camp all his life.* 

' Nay, now I proieft,* faid ihe, * I think you do him 

* injuflice. He is genteel enough^ in my opinion. 
' It is true, indeed, he is not ^uite of the moft deli- 

* cate make ; b^it whatever he is, I am convinced flic 
' thinks him the finefl man in the world.' 

' I cannot believe it,* anfwered he peeviflily 

* But will you invite her to dinner here to-morrow?* 

' With all my heart, and as often as you pleafe, 

anfwered Ihe * But I have fomc favours to allc 

' of you.— -*Firft, I mud hear no more of going out 

* of town till I pleafe.' 

* Very well,* cried he. 

* In the next place,* faid (he, ' I mufl have two hun- 

* dred guineas within thefe two or three days.* 

* Wei! — I agree to that too,' anfwered he. * And 

* when 1 do go out of town, too, I go to Tunbridge— 
' I inlift upon that ; and fromTunbridge I go tr>Bath 
« —.-.poiitively to Bath. And I promife you faith- 

* fully I will do all in my power to carry Mrs. Booth 

* with me.* 

' On that condition/ anfwered he, ' I promife yoff 

* you (hall go wherever you pleafe.— And to (hew 

* you, I will even prevent your wiihes by my gencro- 

* fity, as foon as 1 receive the fivt thouland pounds, 

* which I am going to take up on one of my eftatcs, - 
^ you {hall have two hundred more.* 

She thanked him with a low curtefie ; and he was 
in fuch good humour, rhat he offered to kifs her. To 
this kifs (he coldly turnedher cheek— and then flirting 
her fan, faid ■■ * Mr. James, there is one thing 

* I forgot to mention to you — I think you intended to 
' get a commi(?io:i in fome regiment abroad for this 

' young nan. Now if you would take my advice, 

' I know this will not oblige his wife; and befi^les, I 
^ am pofitive (lie refolves to go with him, But if 

* you can provide for him in fome regiment at home, 
' I know (he will dearly love yoii for it ; and when he " 

^ is ordered to quartcrB, ftic m\\Vi^\^(\.V«V^\tvd— and 
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Yorkftiirc or Scotland, 1 think, is as good a diilancc 
as cither of the Indies.* 

* Well, I will do what I can,' anfwered James; * but 
I cannot aflc any thing yet ; for I got two places of a 
hundred a year each for two of my footmen, within 
this fortnignt.' 

At this inftant a violent knock at the door iignified 
le arrival of their company ; upon which, both huf- 
lad and wife put on their beft looks to receive their 
jefts ; and, from their behaviour to each other dur* 
ig the reft of the day, a flranger might have con^ 
aded he had been in company with the fondeft cou- 
le in the univcrfe. 

C H A P. 11. 

Matters political, 

BEFORE we return to Booth, we will relate «i 
fcene in which Doclor Harrifon was concerned. 

This good man, whilft in the country, happened to 
e in tbe neighbourhood of a nobleman of his ac- 
uaintance, and whom hi knew to have very conii- 
erable intereil with the minifters at that time. 

The do£lor, who was very well known to this no- 
tleman, took this opportunity of paying him a vifit 
n order to recommend poor Booth to his favour. Nor 
lid hemach doubt of his fuccefs, the favour he was to 
i& being a very fmall one, and to which he thought 
lie fervice of Booth gave him fo juft a title. 

The dolor's name foon gained him an admiffion to 
te prefence of this great man, who, indeed, received 
im with much courtefy and politenefs ; not fo much 
erhaps from any particular regard to the facred func-» 
on, nor from any refpeft to the doflor's perfonal me- 
t, as from fome cori federations which the reader will 
erhaps guefs anon. After many ceremonials, and 
me previous difcourfe on different fubjefts, the doc- 
•r opened his buiinefs, and told the great man, that 
5 was come to him to folicit a favour for a young 
mtleman who had been an officer iiv tK^ ^\m>j » ^.t^^ 
IS now on half-pay. * All the fayo>M \ ^V, m^ 
I 2 * V^i^> 
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' lord,' faid he, ' is, chat this gentleman may be agairi 

' admlued a/f euntiem. I am convinced, your lordflii^ 

* will do me the juftice to think I would not aikfora 

* worthlefs perfon ; but, indeed, the young man I 
« mean has very extraordinary merit. He was at 
« the ficge of Gibraltar, in which he behaved with 
' diilinguifhed bravery ; and was dangeroufly wound- 

* ed at two fcvcral times in the fervicc of his countrr. 
' I will add, that he is at piefcnt in great neceflity, 
' and hath a wife and feveral children, for whom be 
' hath no other means of providing ; and if it will it" 

* commend him further to your lordfhip's favour, his 
' wife, I believe, is one of the beft and worthieft of all 

* her fex.' 

' As to that, my dear dodlor,' cries the noblemao, 

* I (hall make no doubt. Indeed, any fervice I (ball 
' do the gentleman will be upon your account. Asto 

* neceflity, it is the plea of fo many, that it is impof- 

* fible to ferve them all.— —And with regard to the 

* perfonal merit of thefe inferior officers, 1 believe, I 

* need not tell you that it is very little regarded. But 

* if you recommend him, let the perfon be what be 
' will, I am convinced it wj^l be done : for I know it 
' is in your power at prefent to afk for a greater matter 

* than this.' 

« I depend entirely npon your lordfhip,' anfwered 
the do6lor. 

* Indeed, my worthy friend,* replied the lord, * J 
' will not take a merit to myfelf, which will fo littb 

* belong to me. You are to depend on yoarfel^ li 
' falls out very luckily too at this time when you han 

* it in your power fo greatly to oblige us.' 

* What, my lord, is in my power?* cries tJM 
dodlor. 

< You certainly know,* anfwered his lordihip, 'iuyi 

* hard Colonel Trompington is run at your towOt i 

* the eleftion of a mayor ; they tell me, it will be ' 

' I'eiy near thing, unlefs ypu join us. But we kpQi 

' it is in your power to do tlvt hudnefs, and turn tb 

' fcstle. I heard your ivamt mctvuoYv^^ VJci^ «fiB«i 4r 

' on that account ; and 1 Vtvo^n ^ow to^nj \wa«^ 

thing in rcafon, if yoxi wW ^xN^>4^>jQ^x\tixw^ 
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Sarc, my lord,' cries the doflor, * you are not ia 
irnefl in afking my interefl for the colonel.' 

Indeed I am/ anfwered the peer. ' Why fhould 
ou doubt it?' 

For many reafons,' anfvvered the dodor. ' Firft, 
am an old friend and acquaintance of Mr. Fair- 
eld, as your lordftiip, I believe, very well knows. 
^he little intereft, therefore, that I have, you may 
2 affured, will go in his favour. Indeed, I do pot 
oncern myfelf deeply in thefe affairs : for I do not 
!iink it becomes my cloth fo to do. Bat as far as 

think it decent to intereft myfelf, it will certainly 
•c on thcHdeof Mr. Fairfield. Indeed, I flionld do 
b, if I was acquainted with both the gentlemen, 
■nly by reputation : the one being a neighbouring 
jentleman, of a very large eftate, a very fober and 
enftble man, of known probity and attachment to 
he true intereft of his country. The other is a mere 
(ranger, a boy, a foidier of fortune, and, as fir ?.3 
'. can difcern from the little convcrfation I have had 
vith him, of a very fhallow capacity, and no edu- 
cation.' 

* No education! my dear friend,' c-i:?? the noble- 
in. ' Why he hath bem educated in half the courts 
)f Europe.* 

* Perhaps {o, my lord,* anfwered the do^lor ; * but 
[ ihall always be fo great a pedant as to call a man 

>f no learning, a man of no education.—— And 

from my own knowledge, I can aver, that I am 
perfuaded there is fcarce a foot foidier in the army 
«rho is more illiterate than the colonel.' 

• Why as to Latin and Greek, you know,' replied 
slord, * they are not much required in the army.' 

• It may be fo,' faid the do6lor. * Then let fuch 
^erfons keep to their own profeffion. It is a very low 
:]vil capacity indeed for which an illiterate man can 
be qualified. And,, to fpeak a plain truth,, if your 
ordfhip is a friend to the colonel, yoQ: would do 
veil to advife him to decline an attempt, in which 
. am certain he hath no probaViVvl^ o^ V\\ctt^%? 

' Well, Hr/ faid thelorcf, • if youar^TdoXN^^^^wx^ 
f^ I mua deal as freely wUVi \oxx./aiti«L XftW ^^^ 
t 3 * ^>^^^ 
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' plainly I cannot fcrvc you in your affair. Nay, 
' will be the bcfl thing I can do^ to hold my tongv 
' for if I Ihould mention his name with your reco 

* mendation, after what you have faid, he would p 

* haps never get provided for as long as he lives.* 

' Is his own merit thcn^ my Lord^ no recomm 

* dation ?* cries thedodlor. 

' My dear, dear fir,' cries the other—* what is 

* merit of a fubaltern officer?' 

* Surely, my lord,' cries the doctor, ' it is the mi 
^ which fhould recommend him to the poft of a fi 
' altern olHcer. And it is a merit which will hereaj 

* qualify him to {Qrve his country in a higher ca] 

* city. And I do afTure you of this young mad« t 
' he hath not only a good heart, but a good head t 

* And I have been told by thofe who are judges, t 
' he is for his age an excellent officer.' 

* Very probably !* cries my lord—' And there 
' abundance with the fame merit, and the fame qiu 
' iications, who want a morfel of bread for themfd 
' and their families.* 

' It is an infamous fcandal on the nation,* cries, 
dodtor ;, * and I am heartily forry it can be faid ei 

* with a colour of truth.' .* 

* How can it be other wife ?' fays the peer. • Do ) 

* think it is poffible to provide for all men of merit 

* Yes, furely do I,' faid the doftor. ' And v< 

* cafily too. 

' How, pray ?' — cries the lord — * Upon my w 

* I ihall be glad to know.' 

* Only by not providing for thofe who have na 

* —The men ot merit in any capacity are not 

* am afraid, fo extremely numerous, that we ni 

* ftarvc any of them, unlefs we wickedly fuffer a fetl 

* worthlefs fellows to eat their bread.' 

* This is all mere Utopia,' cries his lordfhip. ' 1 

* chimerical fyftem of Plato's commonwealth, w 
' which we amufed ourfelves at the univerfity ; p( 
' tics which are inconfiftent with the ftate of hum 

* affairs.* 

* Sure, my lord,' cries the dodlor, 'we have read 
' JisLt€9 where fuch doariiics \i2i.\^ W^vi.^<it in prafti 
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iiat is your lordfliip's opinion of Rome In the ear- 
' ages of the common weal ch> of Sparta, and evert 
Atkens itfelf in fome periods of its hiftory :' 
[ndeed, do^r,' cries the lord, * all thefe notions 
obfolcte and long fince exploded . To apply max- 
j of government drawn from the Greek and Ro- 
n hillories, to this nation, is abfurd and impofTw 
. But if you will have Roman examples, fetch 
:m from thofe times of the republic that were motf 
e our own. Do yov not know, dodlor, that this 
IS corrupt a nation as ever exifted under the fun ? 
id would von think of governing fuch a people by 
; Arid principles of honour and morality ?' 
[fit be fo corrupt,' faid the do^or, « I think it ii 
rh time to amend it. Or elfe it is eafy to forefee 
It Roman and Britifh liberty will have the fame' 
e ; for corruption in the body politic as naturally 
ids to diffolution as in the natural body.' 
[ thank you for your fimile,' cries my lord : * £or 
the natural body, I believe, you will allow theref 
the feaibn of youths the feafon of mmhood, axni' 
i feafon of old age ; and that, when the lafl of 
;fe arrives, it will be an impoffible attempt by all 
i means of art to rtMre the body again to its youths, 
to the vigour of its middle age. The fame peri- 
i happen to every great kingdom. In its youth,. it 
ss by arts and arms to power and profperity*. 
lis it enjoys and fiourifhes for a while ; and then 
may be laid to be in the vigour of its age, en-» 
hed at home with all the emoluments and bleffings 
peace, and formidable abroad with all the terrors 
war. At length, this very profpcrity introduce? 
TDption ; and then comes on its old a?e. Virtue 
1 learning, art and indudry, decay by degrees. 
le people fmk into floth and luxury, and proftitu- 
n. It is enervated at home, becomes contempii- 
abroad ; and fuch indeed is its mifery and wretch- 
lefsj that it refembles a man in the la ft decrepit 
{e of life, who looks with unconcern at his ap- 
•achin^; diflblution.' 

This IS a melancholy picture indeed,' cries the 
r; * and if the latter part of \X twi \it ^.'^^Xve.^xa 

I 4 * CiMX 
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' our cafe, I fee nothing but religioD. which woul 
' have prevented this decrepit (late of the conftiti 
' tion» Hiould prevent a man of fpirit from hangic 
' himfelf out of the way of fo wretched a contco 

* plation.' 

' Whyfo?' faid the peer, * Why, hang myfel 

* dodior ? would it not be wifer, think you, to mal 

* the bed of your time, and the mofl vou can in fucfa 

* nation?' ^ 

* And is reli|;ion then to be really laid out of ti 
' queilion ?' cries the do£U>r. 

* If I am to rpeak my own opinion, ftr,' anfwer 
the peer, ' you know I fliall anfwer^in the negative.- 

« ' But you are too well acquainted with the world 

* be told, that the condud of politicians is not form 
' upon the principles of religion/ 

' I am very forry for it,' cries the dodor ; ' boi 
' will talk to them then of honour and honefty : tl 
^ ifi a' language which I hope they will at lead pretei 
' to underftand. Now to deny a man the preferme 

* which he merits, and to give it to another man w! 
' doth not merit it, is a manifeft a€L of injuftice ; aj 

* is confequcntly inconiiilent with both honour and h 
' nelly. Nor is it only an ad of injufUce to the m 

* himfelf, but to the public, for whofe good prin 

* pally all public oKiccs are, or ought to be, inftitutc 
' Now this good can never be completed, nor obtai 
' ed, but by employing all perfons according to th* 
' capacities. Wherever true merit is liable to be-i 

* perfeded by favour and partiality, and men are i 
' trufled with offices, witliout any regard to capaci 

* or integritv, the aiFairs of that (late will always be 

* a deplorable fituation. Such, as Livy tells us, v 

* the Hate of Capua, a little before its final deftri 

* tion ; and the confequence your lordihip well knoi 
' But, my lord, there is another mifchief which « 
' tends this kind of injuflice ; and that is, it hath 

* manifefl tendency to deftroy all virtue and all a' 

* hty among the people, by taking away all that 1 

' couragement and incenuve, ^VvcV &^>3\^^'(Mi 

^ einuiation, and raifc men xo Mm ^\. «^c^vtt^« 

' art J fcicncc,, or ptofeaou, ^QTWv»^ x5k»| 
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lord, contribate more to render a nation contemptible 
among its neighbours ;. for what opinion can other 
countries have of the councils, or what terror can 
they conceive of the arms, of fuch a people ? and it 
was chiefly owing to the avoiding of this error, that 
Oliver Crom well carried the reputation of England 
higher than it ever was at any other time. I will 
add only one argument more, and that is founded on 
the moft narrow and feliifh fyflem of politics ; and 
this is, that fuch a condu6lis fure to create univcrfal 
difcontent and grumbling at home: for nothing can 
bring men to rell fatisfied, when they fee others pre- 
ferred to them, but an opinion that they deferve 
that elevation ; for, as one of the greatefl men thi». 
country ever produced obferves, 

One worthlefs man that gains what he pretends,. 
Difgufls a thoufand unpretending friends.' 

With what heart-burnings then muft any nation fee 
themfelves obliged to contribute to the fupporc of 
a fet of men, of whofe incapacity to ferve them thry 
are well apprifed, and who do their cownny a double 
dilkindnefs ; by being themfelves employed in polls' 
to which they are unequal, and by keeping others 
out of thofe employments, for which they are qua- 
lified!' 

' And do you really think, do6lor, cries the no- 
leman, * that any minifter could fupport himfelf in 
this country upon fuch principles as you recom- 
inend ? Do you think he would be able to baffle an 
oppoiition, unlefs he fhould oblige his friends by 
conferring places often, contrary to his own inclina- 
tions, and his own opinion ?' 

' Yes, really do I,* cries the doftor. ' Indeed, if 
a minirter is refolved to make good his cojifeflion in 
the liturgy, hy lewving ttndonf all thofe things ^jhich he 
ought to ba've done, and by doing all thofe things tvhic6 
he oHgbt not to ha<ve done ; fuch a minifter, I gran-tj 
will be obliged to bafHe oppofttion, as you. zx^ ^k^> 
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* fed. to term it^ by thefe arts; for, as Shakefpeare 
' ibmewhere fays^ 

" Things ill begun ftrcngthcn themfelvcs by ill." 

' But if, on the contrary, he will pleafe to confider 

* the true intereil of his country, and that only in 
' great and national points ; if he will engage his 

* country in neither alliances or quarrels, but where it 
' is really interefted ;''if he will raife no money but 
' what is wanted; nor employ any civil or military 

* ofHcers but what are ufeful ^ and place in thefe em- 

* ployments men of the higheft integrity, and of the 
' greateft abilities ; if he will employ fome few of his 

* hours to advance our trade, and fome few more to 
' regulate our domeftic government : if he would do 

* this, my lord, I will anfwer for it, he ihall eitheif 
' have no oppofition to baffle, or he (hall baffle it by 

* a fair appeal to his conduct. Such a miniiler may, 

* in the language of the law, put himfelf on.his conn- 
^ try when he pleafes, and he ihall come off with ho- 

* nour and applaufe.' 

' And do you really believe, doftor,' cries the peer, 

* there ever wis fuch a minifter, or ever will be /' 

* Why not, toy lord ?' anfwered the dottor. ' Ii 

* requires no vevy extraordinary parts, nor any «tra- 

* ordinary degree of virtue. He need pradife no great 
^ inftances of fel£-denial. He fhall have, power, «nd 
' honour, and riches, and, perhaps, all in- a much 
' greater degree than he can ever acquire by purfuing 

* a contrary fyilem. He ihall have more of each, and 
' inach more of fafety/ 

, ' Pray, doAor,' faid my lord, ' let me a& yon one 
" iimple queflion. Do you really believe any mao 
' upon earth was ever a rogue oat o£ choice i* 
' Keally, my lord,* fays the doctor, ' I am adiamed 

* to anfwer in the affirmative ; and yet, I am afraid, 
' experience would almoft jnftify me, if I ihoold. 
^ Perhaps the opinion of the world may fometimet 
' miilead men to think thofe meafures neceflary, wluch 

* in reality are not fo. Or the truth may be, that a 
' ziMLA of good inclinations finds his office filled with 

• fuch 
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* fuch corruption by the iniquity of hi* predecefTors, 

* that he may defpair of being capable of P'ln^ing it ; 
' and fo fits down contented, as Augeas did wirh the 
'filth of his ftables, not becaufe he thought them the 

* better, or that fuch fihh was really neceffary to a 

* ftable; but that he defpaired of fuHicient force tt> 

* clean fe them.' 

* I will afk you one queftion more, and 1 have done,* 
faid the nobleman. ' Do you imagine that, if any 

* minifter was really as good as you would have him,. 
'' the people in general would believe that he was 

* fo?' 

• Truly, xny lord,* {aid the doftor, ' I think they 
^ may be juftined in not believing too haftily. But I 
*• beg leave to anfwer your lordihip*s queftion by ano- 

* ther. Doth your lordfhip believe that the people of 
' Greenland, when they fee the light of the fun, and 
' fed his warmth, after folong; a feaibn of cold and 

* darknefs, will really be pcrfuaded . that he fhinej 
' upon them ?' 

My lord fmiled at the conceit ; and then the doclor 
took an opportunity to renew his fuit, to which his 
lordfhip anfw^red he would promife nothing, and 
could giv^him no hopes of fuccefs: But you may 

* be affared,' faid he with a leering countenance, * f 

* fhall do him all the fervice in my power.* A lan- 
guage which the dodor well underftood, and foon af* 
tertook a civil, but not a very ceremonious leav«. 

e H A p: m. 

ne biftory of Mr, Trent: 

WE will now return to Mr. Booth, and his wife.< 
The former had fpent his time very uneafily, ■ 
ever fince he had difcovered what fort of man he was 
indebted to; but.leU he fhould forget it, Mr. Trent 
(honght now proper ta remind. him, in the following; 
letter, which he read the next morning after, he. had 
yfiX, off. the appointment. . 



1:6. *^\:^v 
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'SIR, 

* T A M forry the neceflitv of toy affairs obligci mc 
' X ^o mention that fmall fum which I had the ho« 
' nour to lend you the other night at play ; and which 

* I (hall be much obliged to you, it yoa will let me 

* have A)me time either to-day, or to-morrow* 

' I am. Sir, 

' Your moft obedient, 

' moft humble fervant, 

* George Trent.* 

This letter a little furprifed Booth, after the gen* 
tcel, and, indeed, as it appeared, generous beha- 
viour of Trent. But left it fhould have the famecffed 
upon the reader, we will now proceed to account for 
this, as well as for fome other phenomena that have 
appeared in this hiftory, and which, perhaps, we fliall 
be forgiven, for not having opened more largely 
before. 

Mr. Trent then was a gentleman, poffibly, of a good 
family ; for it was not certain whence he fprung on 
the father's fide. His mother, who was the only pa^ 
rent he ever knew or heard of, was a iingle gentlewo- 
nban, and for fome time carried on the trade of a miU 
liner in Covent-Garden. She fent her fon, at the age 
of eight years old, to a charity- fchool, where he re- 
mained till he was of the age of fourteen, without 
making any great proficiency in learning. Indeed, it 
is not very probable he (hould ; for the mafter, who, 
in prefcrente to a very learned and proper man, was 
chofen by a party into this fchool, the falary of which 
was upwards of a hundred pounds a year, had him- 
felf never travelled through the Latin Grammar, and 
was in truth a moft confummate blockhead. 

At the age of fifteen, Mr. Trent was put clerk to 
an attorney, where he remained a very (horv time 
before he took leave of his mafter; rather, indeed, 
departed without taking leave ; and having broke 
Of^n his mother's efcritore» and carried off with him 
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all the valuable cffe€ts he there found, to the amount 
of about €fty pound, he marched off to fea, and went 
on board a merchantman, whence he was afterwards 
preffed into a man of war. 

In this fervice he continued above three years i 
during which time, he behaved fo ill in his moral 
charader, that he twice underwent a very fevcre dis- 
cipline for thefts in which he was detected ; but at 
the fame time, he behaved fo well as a failor in an 
engagement with fome pirates, that he wiped off all 
former fcores, and greatly recommended himfelf to 
his captain. 

At his return home, being then about twenty 
years of age, he found that the attorney had in his ab<« 
fence married his mother, had buried her, and fe« 
cured all her effeds, to the amount, as he was inform* 
ed, of about fifteen hundred poUnd. Trent applied 
to his flep-father, but tonopurpofe; the attorney ut- 
terly difowned him, nor would he fuffer him to come 
a fecond time within his doors. 

It happened that the attorney had, by a former 
wife, an only daughter, a great favourite, who was 
about the fame age with Trent himfelf; and had, dur«- 
ing his refidence at her father's houfe, taken a very 
great liking to this young fellow, who was extremely 
handfome, and perfeftly well made. This her liking 
was not, during his abfence, fo far extinguifhed, but 
that it immediately revived on his return. Of this, 
&e took care to give Mr. Trent proper intimation ; 
for fhe was not one of thofe backward and delicate la* 
dies, who can die rather than make the iird overture. 
Trent was overjoyed at this, and with reafotr ; for fhe 
was a very lovely girl in her perfon, the only child of 
a rich father ; and the profpeft of fo complete a re- 
venge on the attorney charmed him above ail the refl. 
To be as fhort in the matter as the parties, a marriage 
was foon confummated between them. 

The attorney at firfl raged and was implacable ; but 
at lafl, fondnefs for his daughter ib far overcame re^ 
fentment, that he advanced a fum of mone}* to buy his 

fon- 
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fon-in-law (for now he acknowledged himfelf as fucb) 
an enfign's commiffion in a inarching regiment their or- 
dered to Gibraltar; at which place, the attorney 
heartily hoped that Trent might be knocked on the 
head :- for in that cafe he thought he might marry his 
daughter more agreeably to his own ambition, and to 
her advantage.. 

The regiment into which Trent purchafed, was the 
Aime with that in which Booth like wife ferved ; the 
one being an enfign, and the other a lieutenant^.in the 
two additional companies. 

Trent had no blemifh. in his military capadty* 
Though he had had bnt an indifferent education, he 
was naturlilly fenfible and genteel ; and nature, as we 
have faid, had given him a very agreeable perfon. 
He was likewife a very bold fellow, and as he really 
behaved himfelf every way well enough while he was 
at Gibraltar, there was fome degree of intimacy be- 
tween him and Booth. 

When the fiege was over, and the additional com* 
panics were again reduced, Trent returned to his 
wife, who received him with great joy and affediom 
Soon after this an accident happened,, which proved 
the utter ruin of his father-in-law, and ended in break* 
ing his heart. This was nothing but making a miftake,. 
pretty common at this day, of writing another man's 
name to a deed inftead of his own. In truth, this 
matter was no lefs than what the law calls ' Ibrgery^ 
and was juft then made capita) by an ad of parliaments 
From this offence, indeed, the attorney was acquitted 
by not admitting the proof of the party, who was to 
avoid his own deed, by his evidence; and therefore 
no witnefs, according to thofe excellent rules, called 
(he law of evidence ; a law very excellently calculated 
for the prefervationof the lives of his majefty's roguib. 
iabjedb, and moft notably ofed for that purpofe. 

But though by. common law the attorney was Iun 
Bourably acquitted ; yet, as Common feafe nnnifefted 
to every one that he was guilty, he unhappily loft hit 
reputation, . and of confequence his bufinefs ; tbe cha<« 
grin of which latter foon put an end to his life. 

This 
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This profecation had been attended wuh a very; 
great expence ; for^ beiides the ordinary coils o£ 
avoiding the gallows by the help of the law, there was 
a very high article of no lefs than a thoufand pounds 
paid down to remove out of the way a witnefs, againft 
whom there was no legal exception. The poor gen*^ 
tleman had beiides fuiFered fome lofl'es in bufinefs ; fo 
that, to the furprife of all his acquaintance, when hia 
debts were paid, there remained no more than a fmall 
eilate of foarfcore pounds a year, which he fettled 
upon his daughter, far out of the reach of her huf* 
band, and about two hundred pounds in money. 

The old gentleman had not long been in his graven 
before Trent fet himfelf to confider ferioufly of tho 
date of his affairs. He had lately begun to look on 
his wife with a much lefs degree of liking and defiro 
than formerly ; for he was one of thofe who think too 
much. of one thing is good for nothing. Indeed, he 
had indulged thefe fpeculations fo far, that, I believe^ 
his wife, though one of the prettied women in town» 
was the laii fubjed that he would have chofe for any 
amorous dalliance. 

Many other perfons however,, greatly differed from 
him in this opinion. Amongfl the reft, was the illuf- 
trious peer of amorous memory. This noble peer 
having therefore got a view of Mrs. Trent one day ia 
the ftreet, did, by means of an emi/Tary then with 
him, make himfelf acquainted with her lodgine» to 
which he immediately laid fiege in form,, fetting him- 
felf down in a lodging diredly oppofite to her, from 
whence, the battery of ogles began to play the very 
next morning. 

This, liege had not continued long before the govern 
nor of the garrilbn- became CufiicientLy aoprifed of all 
the works which were carrying on ; ana having well 
reconnoitred the enemy, and.difcovered.who he was^ 
notwithftanding a falfe name and fome difj^uife of his 

Serfon, he called a >council of war within his own 
reaft. In fad,- to drop all allegory, he began ta 
confider whether his wife was not really a more valu« 
able pofTeffion than he had lately thought her^ Id 
fhort^ » he had been difappointed in her fortune^ he 



i8f AMELIA. Boo 

now conceived fome hopes of turning her beaat]i 
into a fortune. 

Without communicating thefe views to her, h 
fcraped an acquaintance with his oppofite neig 
by the name which he there ufurped, and co 
feited an entire ignorance of his real name anc 
On this occaiiony Trent had his difgoife likewij 
he afieAed the utmoft iimplicity ; of which affef 
as he was a very artful fellow, he was extj 
capable. 

The peer fell plump into this fnare ; and whi 
the fimplicity, as he imagined, of the hufbai 
became acquainted with the wife, he was fo e> 
gantiy charmed with her perfon, that he rel 
whatever was the coft or the confequence, he 
poflefs her. 

His lordihip, however, prefer ved ibme caut 
his management of this afiair ; more, perhaps 
was necefl'ary. As for the hufband, none was 
lite ; for he knew aU he could ; and with re| 
the wife herfelf, as ihe had, for fome time, per 
the decreafe of her hufband's afiedion (for fewv 
are, I believe, to be impofed upon in that matte 
was not difpleafed to find the return of al) tha 
plaifance and endearment, of thofe looks ant 
gaiihments, from another agreeable perfon, whi 
had formerly received from Trent, and which fk 
found fhe fhonld receive from him no longer. 

My lord, therefore, having been indulged vs 
much opportunity as he could wifh from Tren 
having received rather more encouragement tk 
could well have hoped from the lady, began t 
pare all matters for a Horm ; when luckily Mr.. 
declaring he moft go out of town for two- da; 
fixed on the firft day of his departure as the t: 
carrying his defign into execution. 

And now, after fome debate with himielf ii 

manner he fhould approach his love, he at laft 

snined to do it in his own perfon ; for he cone 

Mnd perhaps very rightly, iVi^it tV^UA^j, lvk.e S( 

was not void of ambmoii, a.Tvd vjoxA^ Vv^n^ ^^ 

Jupiter in all his glory totVxd^am^^tivv^VKtx^ 
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fan humble (hepherd. He drciTed himrelf therefore 
1 the richeft embroidery of which he was maftcr, and 
ppeared before his xni&refs arrayed in all the bright^ 
efs of peerage. A fight whofe charms (he had not 
le power to reiift^ and the confequences are only to 
e imagined. In ihort, the fame fcene which Jupiter 
Sled with his above-mentioned miftrefs of old, was 
lore than beginning, when Trent burft from the clo- 
rt into which he had conveyed himfelf, and unkindly 
iterrupted the adtion. 

His lordihip prefentlyrun to his fword ; but Trent* 
ith great calmnefs, anfwered, that as it was very 
rell known he durft fight, he fliould not draw his 
i¥Ord on this occaiion : * For fure,* fays he, ' my 

lord, it would be the highefl imprudence in me to 

kill a man who is now become fo confiderably my 

debtor.' At which words, he fetched a perfon from 
he clofet, who had been confined with him, telling 
lim he had done his bufinefs, and might now, if he 
»Ifafed, retire. 

It would be tedious here to amufe the reader with 
ill that paiTed on the pre fen t occaiion ; the rage and 
:cnfuiioQ of the wife, or the perplexity in which my 
ord was involved. We will omit therefore all fuch 
Datters, and proceed diredly to bufinefs, as Trent 
md his lordihip did foon after. And in the conclu- 
ion, my lord ftipulated to pay a good round fum, and 
provide Mr. Trent with a good place on the firil 
ipportunity. 

On the fide of Mr. Trent, were ilipulated abfolute 
emiflion of all pad, and full indulgence for the time 
come. 

Trent now immediately took a houfe at the polite 
nd of the town, furniihed it elegantly, and fet up his 
iquipage, rigged out both himielf and his wife with 
'ery handfome cloaths, frequented all public places 
vhcre he could get admifiion, puihed himfelf into ac- 
[aaintance ; and his wife foon afterwards began to keep 
in aiTembly, or, in the fafhion&ble ^hra(c« to b^ ^.t. 
lome once a week ; when» by 1117 \oT^n ^i^'JsewNat, ^b» 
as prtfcntly viiitcd by moft mw oS xVa ^^^ \^x^K^.^^^ 
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by all fuch women of fafhion as are not very nice in 
their company. 

My lord's amour with this lady lafted not long ; for, 
as we have before obferved, he was the moll inconflant 
of all human race. Mrs. Trent's paflion was not 
however of that kind which leads to any very deeprc- 
fentment of fuch ficklenefs. Her pafTion^ indeed, was 
principally founded upon intereil ; fo that foundation 
lerved to fupport another fuperllrufture ; and fhc wai 
caHly prevailed upon, as well as her hufband, to be 
ufeful to my lord in a capacity, which, though very 
often exerted in the polite world, hath not, zs yet, to 
my great furprife, acquired any polite name, or, in- 
dieed, any which is not too coarfe to be admitted in 
this hi dory. 

After this preface; which we thought aeceflarjr to 
account for a character of which fome of my country 
and collegiate readers might pofiibly doubt the exift« 
ence, I iball proceed to what more immediately re- 
gards Mrs. Booth. The reader may be pleafed to re- 
nember that Mr. Trent was prefent at the aifembly m 
which Booth and his wife were carried by Mrs. James^ 
and where Amelia was met by the noble peer. 

His lordfhip, feeing there that Booth and Trent were 
old acquaintance, failed not, to ufe the language of 
^rtfmen, to put Trent on upon the fcent of Amelii^ 
For this purpofe> that gentleman vifited Booth the 
very next day, and had purfued him clofe ever fihce» 
By his means, therefore, my lord learned that Amelia 
was to be at the mafquerade, to which place ihe wai 
dogged by Trent in a failor's jacket, who meeting my 
loi3 according to agreement, at tho entrance of the 
opera-houfe, like the four-legged gentlemen of the 
fame vocation, made a dead pointy, as it is called, at 
the game. 

My lord was fo fatisiied and delighted with hb ccxk* 
verfation at the mafquerade with the fuppofed'AmeHi> 
and the encouragement which in reality ihe had given 
him, that, when he faw Trent the next morning, he- 
embraced him with great fondnefs, gave him al)anfc 
MOtc of a hundred pound, and promifcd him both tho 
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Indies on his fuccc^fs, of which he began now to have 
no manner of doubt. 

The affair that happened at the gaming table, was 
like wife a fcheme of Trent's, on a hint given by my 
lord to him to endeavour to lead Booth intofome fcrape 
or diftrefs, his lordihip promifing to pay whatever ex- 
pence Trent might be led into by fuch means. Upon his 
lordfhip's credit, therefore, the money lent to Booth 
was really advanced. And hence arofe all that feeming 

feneroiity, and indifference as to the payment ; Trent 
eing fatisfied with the obligation c($nferred on Booths 
by means of which he hoped to effefl his purpofe. 

But now the fcene was totally changed; for Mrs. 
Atkinfon, the morning after the quanxl, beginning 
ferioufly to recollect that fhe had carried the matter 
rather too far, and might really injure Amelia's rejpu- 
tation, a thought to which the warm purfuit of ner 
own intereft had a good deal blinded her at the time, 
refblved to viiit my lord himfelf, and to let him into 
the whole flory ; for, as fhe had fucceeded already in 
her favourite point, fhe thought fhe had no reafon to 
fear any confe(|uence of the difcovery. This refolu- 
tion (he immediately executed. 

Trent came to attend his lordfhip jufl after Mrs. 
Atkinfon had left him. He found the peer in a very 
ill humour, and brought no news to comfort or recruit 
his fpirits ; for he had himfelf jufl received a billet 
from Booth, with an excufe for himfelf and his wife>, 
from accepting the invitation at Tjent's houfe .that 
evening, where matters had been previoufly concerted 
for their entertainment ; and when his lordihip was by' 
accident to drop into the room where Amelia was^ 
while Booth was to be engaged at play in another. 

And now after much debate, and after Trent.had ac-^ 
quainted my lord with the wretched fituation of Boothfs; 
circumftances, it was refblved, that Trent fhould im-. 
mediaiely demand his money of BiOoth> and upon his 
not paying it, for they both concluded it impoflible 
be fhould pay it, to put the note which Trent had for 
the money in fuit againil him,. by the genteel means o£ 
paying it away to a nominal third perfoo ; and thia 
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they both conceived muft end immediately in th( 
ruin of Booth, and confequently in the conqaefb o 
Amelia. 

In this projedf and with this hope, both my Ion 
and his fetter, or (if the fportfmen pieafe) fetting-dog 
greatly exalted, and it was next morning executed 
as wc have already feen. 

CHAP, IV- 
Containing fame diftn/s. 

TRENT'S letter drove Booth almoft to madneO 
To be indebted to fuch a fellow, at any rat< 
had duck much in his ftomach, and had given hii 
very great uncaiinefs ; but to anfwer this demand i 
any other manner than by paying the money, w* 
abfolutely what he could not bear. Again, to pa 
this money, he very plainly faw there was but on 
way ; and this was by ilripping his wife not only < 
tvery farthing, but almoil of every rag (he had in tl 
world ; a thought fo dreadful, that it chilled his vei 
foul with horror ; and yet pride at laft feemed to x\ 
pefent this as the lelfer evil of the two. 

But how to do this was ftill a queftion. It was n( 
fare, at lead he feared it was not, that Amelia hei 
felf would readily confent to this ; and fo far froi 
perfuading her to fuch a meafure, he could not be* 
even to propofe it. At length, his determination wi 
to acquaint his wife with the whole affair, and to a: 
her confent by way of afking her advice ; for he w; 
well afiured ihe could find no other means of extrict 
ing him out of his dilemma. This he accordingly di< 
reprefenting the affair as bad as he could ; though, ii 
deed, it was impoflible for him to aggravate the re 
truth. 

Amelia heard him patiently, without once infee 
rupting him. When he had finifhed, (he remaiiu 
filent fome time : indeed, the fhock (he received fro 
this ftory, almoft deprived her of the power of fpea! 
ifig. At laftiheanfwered: ^Well^ my dear, yoai 

• 9 
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my advice ; I certainly can give you no other than 
that the money mud be paid.' 
' But how muft it be paid ?' cries he, ' Oh Hea* 
vens! thou fweeteft creature^ what ! not once up-* 
braid me for bringing this ruin on thee I' 

* Upbraid you, my dear!' fays fhe — * Would to 
Heaven, I could prevent your upbraiding yourfelF. 
But do not defpair. I will endeavour by fome means 
or other to get you the money.' 

* Alas ! my dear love,' cries Booth, * I know the 
only way by which you can raife it. How can I 
confent to that ? do you forget the fears you fo lately 
expreffed of what would be our wretched condition, 
when our little all was mouldered away ?— Oh, my 
Amelia, they cut my very heart-llrings, when you 
fpoke them ; for I had then loft this little all. In- 
deed, I a/Ture you, I have not played fmce, nor ever 
will more.* 

* Keep that refolution,' faid fhe, ' my dear, and 
I hope we (hull yet recover the pad.* At which 

/ords, cailiflg her eyes on the children, the tears burft 
rom her eyes, and ihe cried * Heaven will, I 

hope, provide for us.' 

A pathetic fcenc now enfued between the hufband 
nd wife, which would not perhaps plcafe many rea- 
[ers to fee drawn at too full a length. It is fuiiicient 
o fay, that this excellent woman not only nfed her 
itmoft endeavours to ftifle and conceal her own coni 
em, but faid and did eveiy thing in her power to 
illay that of her hufband. 

Booth was at this time to meet a perfon whom we 
lave formerly mentioned in the courfe of our hiflory. 
phis gentleman had a place in the war-ofHce, and 
iretended to be a man of great incerell and confe- 
[uence ; by which means he did not only receive great 
efpe^t and court from the inferiour officers, but a6lu- 
illy bubbled feveral of their money, by undertaking to 
\o them fervices, which, in reality, were not within 
lis power. In truth, Ihave known few great men 
vho have not been befet witb one or more foch fel- 
0W8 as thefe, through whom the inferiour )^art of 
nsinkind are obliged to make uveVi co>3l\v xq xXitt ^^^x 
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men thcmfclvcs; by which means, I believe princi- 
pally, perfons of real merit have been often deterred 
from the attempt; for thcfe fubaltern coxcombs ever 
aifuroe an equal Hate with their mafters, and look for 
an equal degree of refpedl to be -paid to them; 
to which men of fpirit, who are in every light their 
betters, are not ealily brought to fubmit. Thefe fel- 
lows, indeed, themfelves have a jealous eye towards 
all great abilities, and are fure, to the utmofl of their 
power, to keep all who are fo endowed, from the pre- 
ience of their matters. They ufe their matters, as bad 
minitters have fometimes ufed a prince ; they keep all 
men of merit from his ears, and daily facrifice his 
true honour and interett to their own profit, and theit 
own vanity. ^ 

As foon as Booth was gone to his appointment with 
this man, Amelia immediately betook herfelf to her 
bufinefs with the hlghett refolution. She packed up 
not only her own little trinkets, and thofe of the chil- 
dren, but the grcateft part of her own poor cloaths 
(for (he was but barely provided), and then drove in a 
hacknev-coach to the fame pawn- broker's, who had 
before oecn recommended to her by Mrs. Atkinfoo: 
who advanced her the money fhe defired. 

Being now provided with hei' fum, fhe returned 
well-pleafed home ; and her hufband coming in foon 
after, fhe with much chearfulnefs delivered him all 
the money. 

Booth was fo overjoyed with the profpeft of dif- 
charging his debt to Trent, tHat he did not perfectly 
reflect on the dittrefs to which his family was now re- 
duced. The good humour which appeared in the 
countenance of Amelia, was perhaps another help to 
ftifle thofe reflexions ; but above all, were the aAar* 
ances he had received from the great man, whom he 
had met at a cofFee-houfe, and who had promifed to do 
him all the fervice in his power; which feveral half- 
pay fubaltern officers aflured him was very confiderable. 

With this comfortable news \ve 2LCQy\3i?ATix^d Kis wife, 

ivho either was, or feemed xo V>s ^x\x^^vt\>j ^0\^^ 

fed with it. And now lie fex. oxxx mx\v ^^^ xaaTiC^' 
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pocket to pay his friend Trent, who unluckily for 
I happened not be at home. 

)n his return home, he met his old friend the lieu- 
mt, who thankfully paid him his crown, and inw 
d on his going with him and taking part of a hot- 
This invitation was Co eager and preiHng, that 
r Booth, who could not refill much importunity, 
iplied. 

Vhile they were over this bottle. Booth acquaint- 
his 'friend with the promifes he had received that 
moon at the coffee-houfe, with which the old gen- 
lan was very well pleafed : * For I have heard,* 

he, * that gentleman hath very powerful in- 
reft ;' but he informed him likewife, that he had 
-d that the great man muft be touched ; for that 
lever did any thing without tonching. Of this^ 
:ed, the.great man himfelf had given iomc oblique 
s, by faying, with great fagacity and flynefs^ that 
blew wnere fifty pound might be depodted to 
:h advantage. 

ooth anfwcred, that he would very readily advance 
lall fum, if he had it in his power ; but that at 
bnt it was not fo ; for that he had no more in the 
d than the fum of iifty pounds, which he owed 
nt, and which he intended to pay him the next 
ning. 
It IS very right undoubtedly to pay your debts,* 

the old gentleman ; * but fare, on fuch an oc- 
fion, any man but the ranked uiurer would be 
iitented to flay a little while for his money ; and 
will be only a little while, I am convinced: for if 
»u depoiite this fum in the great man's hands, I 
ake no doubt but you will fuccee^} immediately in 
Uing your commilfion ; and then I will help you 

a method of taking up fuch a fum as this.' The 
g;entleman perfiited in this advice, and backed it 
i every argument he could invent ; declaring, as 
indeed true, that he gave the fame advice which 
^ould purfue, was the cafe his own. 
ooth long rejedked the opinion of \\\s ?T\exv^% vCCs., 
ley had not argued with dry Vy^^, \i^ \i^Q.^\sv^ 
i with wiDc, and then at la& O^e o\^ «YixNs^^^^ 

6 V^^- 
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fucceeded. Indeed, fach was his love either for Booth, 
or for his own opinion, and perhaps for both, that he 
omitted nothing in his power. He even endeavoured 
to palliate the charafter of Trent, and unfaid half 
what he had before faid of that gentleman. In the 
end he undertook to make Trent eafy, and to go to 
him the very next morning for that purpofe. 

Poor Booth at laft yielded, though with the utmoU 
difHculty. Indeed, had he known quite as much of 
Trent as the reader doth, no motive whatfoever would 
have prevailed on him to have taken the old gentle- 
man's advice. 

CHAP, V. 

Containing more ivormwood, and other ingredients* 

IN the morning. Booth communicated the matter to 
Amelia, who told him (he would not prefumeto 
advife him in an affair, of which he was fo much the 
better judge. 

While Booth remained in a doubtful ftate what con- 
duct to purfue. Bound came to make him a vifit, and 
informed him that he had been at Trent's houfe, but 
found him not at home ; adding, that he would pay 
him a fecond vifit that very day, and would not reft 
till he found him. 

Booth was afhamed to confcfs his wavering rcfolo- 
tion, in an affair in which he had been fo troublefome 
to his friend ; he therefore drefTed himfelf immedi- 
ately, and together they both went to wait on the little 
great man, to whom Booth now hoped to |>ay his 
court in the mod elfe«^ual manner. 

Bound had been longer acquainted with the modern 

methods of bufinefs than Booth ; he advifed hi* friend 

therefore to begin with tipping (as it is called) the 

great man's fervant. He did fo^ and by that meant 

'got fpeedy accefs to the mafter. 

The great man received the money, not as a gnd- 

gcow doth a bait,butasai5\NK.tT^«AMt^^^^WR^d^oa 

. into his maw. To (a^ xVvt ^^^^"^^ ^>i^\i \t>^wv ^ 

t/iefe may wcU \>e Vvkcued to Otv^x >jotwaom\>^^ 

fattens himfelf V>y dcvourvtv^ ^W x\.^\wx>\^ v^^^ 

3 
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of the river. As foon as the great man had pocketed 
the cafti, he fhook Booth by the hand, and told him 
he would* be fare to .flip no opportunity of ferving 
him, and would fend him word as foon as any offered. 

Here I fliall Hop one moment, and fo, perhaps, 
will my good-natured reader ; for furely it muft be a 
hard heart, which is not affefted, with refleding on 
the manner in which this poor little fum was raifed, 
and on the manner in which it was bellowed. A 
worthy family, the wife and children of a man who 
had loil his blood abroad in the fervice of his country, 
parting with their little all, and expofcd to cold and 
hunger, to pamper fuch a fellow as this ! 

And if any fuch reader, as 1 mention, fliould hap- 
pen to be in reality a great man, and in power, per- 
haps the horror of this pidure may induce him to 
put a final end to this abominable pradlice of touch- 
ing, as it is called; by which indeed a fet of leaches 
mrc permitted to fuck the blood of the brave and the 
indigent, of the widow and the orphan. 

Booth now returned home, where he found his wife 
with Mrs. James. Amelia had, before the arrival of 
her hufljand, abfolutely refufed Mrs. James's invita- 
tion to dinner the next day ; but when Booth came 
in, the lady renewed her application, and that in fo 
prefling a manner, that Booth fecondcd her ; for though 
he had enough of jealoufy in his temper, yet fuch 
was his friendlhip to the colonel, and fuch his gratis 
tude to the obligations which he had received from 
him,- that his own unwillingnefs to believe any thing 
6f him, co-operating with Amelia's endeavours to put 
every thing in the faireft light, had brought him to 
acquit his friend of any ill defign. To this, per- 
haps, the late affair concerning my lord had moreover 
contributed : for it feems to me, that the fame paffion 
cannot much energize on two different objefts at one 
and the fame time : an obfervation which I believe 
will hold as true, with regard to the cruel paffions of 
jealoufy and anger, as to the gentle palfion of love, in 
which one great and mighty objeft, u tute xq ex^^^."^ 
the whole paBon, 
Vol. XL K \^\)AtL 
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When Booth grew importunate, Amefia anfwcred, 

* My dear, I (hould not rcfufe you whatever was in 

* my power ; but this is abfolutely out of my power; 
' for, fincc I muft declare the truth, I cannot drefs 

* myfelf.' 

* Why fo ?' faid Mrs. James, ' I am fure you arc 

* in good health.' 

* Is there no other impediment to dreffing but want 

* of health, madam?' anfwered Amelia. 

* Upon my word none that I know of,* replied Mrs, 
James. 

^ ' What do you think of want of deaths, madam V 
faid Amelia. 

' Ridiculous ! ' cried Mrs. James. ' What need 

* harve you to drefs yourfelf out ? — You will fee no 

* body but our own family, and I promife you I don't 

* expeft it. — A plainTiight-gown will do very well.' 

* But if I muft be plain with you, madam,' faid 
Amelia, ' I have no other cloaths but what I :have 

* now on my back. 1 have not even a clean Ihift 

* in the world ; for you muft know, my dear,' faid flie 
to Booth, ' that little Betty is walked off this morning,^ 

* and hath carried all my linen with her.' 

' How, ray dear,' cries Booth, * little Betty rob- 
' bed you !' ji 

' It is even fo,' anfwered Amelia. Indeed, fh^' 
fpoke truth ; for little Betty having perceived the 
evening before that her miftrefs was moving her 
goods, was willing to lend all the affiftance in her • 
power, and had accordingly moved off early that 
morning, taking with her whatever fhe could lay her 
hands on. ' j 

Booth expreffed himfelf with fome paflion on the j 
occafion, and fwore he would make an example of the 
girl. ' If the little flut be above ground,' cried he, 

* I will find her out, and bring her tojuftice.' 
' I am really forry for this accident,' fuid Mrs. 

James, * and (though I know not how to mention it) 

* 1 heg you'll give me leave to lend you any linen of. 
' inine, till you can maVLC t\ew oi >jci>w c^^^t^: 

Amelia thanked Mrs. >mes, Wx. ^^cW^ ^t. W 
vour^ raying, fhe would do >NeV\^i^o>a^\i^^V^^s^^%^^ 
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.t as flie Ijad no fervant now to take care of her 
ildren, fhe could not, nor would not leave them on 
Y account. 

' Then bring mafter and mifs with you,' faid Mrs. 
nes. ' You Ihall poiitively dine with us to-morrow.* 
' I beg, madam, you will mention it no more,* 
d Amelia ; ^ for, befides the fubftantial reafons I 
lave already given, I have fome things on my mind 
It prefent which make me unfit for company ; and I 
im reiblved nothing (hall prevail on me to ftir from 
icme.' 

Mrs. James had carried her invitation already to 
: very uimoft limits of good- breeding, if not be- 
ad them. She defifted therefore from going any 
ther, and after fome fhort flay longer took her 
ve," with many expreffions of concern, which, how- 
;r, great as it was, left her heart and her mouth 
jether, before fhe was out of the houfe. 
Booth now declared that he would go in purfuit of 
tie Betty, againft whom he vowed fo much venge- 
ce, that Amelia endeavoured to moderate hisf anger 
reprefenting to him the girl's youth, and that this 
IS the firft fault fhe had ever been guilty of. ' In- 
deed,' fays fhe, ' I fhould be very glad to have my 
things again, and I would have the girl too punifh- 
ed in fome degree, which might poffibly be for her 
own good ; but I tremble to think of taking away 
her life :* for Booth in his rage had fworn he would 
ng her. 

* I know the tendcrnefs of your heart, my dear,* 
d Booth, * and I love you for it ; but I muft 
3eg leave to diffcnt from your opinion. I do not 
hink the girl in any light an objed of mercy. She 
s not only guilty of difhonefly, but of cruelty : for 
he mufl know our fituation, and the very little we 
»ad left. She is befides guilty of ingratitude to you, 
/ho have treated her with fo much kindncfs, that 
ou have rather afted the part of a mother than of a 
ttiftrefs. And fo far from thinking her youth aa 
xcufe, I think it rather an aggravauotv. lx.\s V^>a^^> 
\deed, there are faults which, the ^ovxx.\v o^ x>^^ 
rty very Urongly rtcomm^nii^ to o^t p^x^c^ti. ^>^Osv 
K 2 ^ ^^^ 
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* are all thofc which proceed from carelefTncfs, and 

' want of thought; but crimes of this black die, ' 

* which are committed with deliberation, and imply 
' a bad mind, deferve a more fevere punifhment in a 

* young perfon than in one of riper years : for what 
' muf^ the mind be in old age, which hath acquired 

* fuch a degree of perfedion in villainy fo very early ! 
' fuch perfons as thefe it is really a charity to the pub- 

' lie to put out of the fociety ; and, indeed, a reli- - 

* gious man would put them out of the world for the 

* fake of themfelves ; for whoever underftands any 

* thing of human nature mull know, thatfuch people, 

* the longer they live, the more they will accumu- ' 

* late vice and wickednefs.' 

' Well, my dear,' cries Amelia, ' I cannot argue 

* with you on thefe fubjeds. I fhall always fubmit . 

* to your fuperior judgment, and I know you too 
' well to think that you will ever do any thing 
' cruel.' 

Booth then left Amelia to the care of her children, ^ 
and went in purfuit pf the thief. ^ 

C H A P. VL 

ji fcene of the tragic kind* 

HE had not been long gone, before a thundering - 
knock was heard at the door of the houfe where 
Amelia lodged, and prefently after a figure all pale, 
^haflly, and almofl; breathlefs, rufhed into the room 
where flie then was with her children. 

This figure Amelia foon recognized to be Mrs. At- . 
kinfon, though, indeed, -fhe was fo difguifed, that at 
lier firll entrance Amelia fcarce knew her. Her tyt% \ 
were funk in her head, her hair difhcvelled, and not 
only her drefs, but every feature in her face, was in the 
utmoft difbrder. 

Amelia was greatly fhocked at this fight, and the 
little girl was much frightened ; as for the boy, he im- 
mediately knew her, and running to Amelia, he cried, 
< La ! mamma, what is the matter with poor Mrs* 
'Jltkinfon?' 

Ai 
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As foon as Mrs. Atkinfon recovered her breath, (he 
cried out ' O Mrs. Booth, I am the moft mifera- 

* ble of women ; I have loft the beft of hulbands.' 
Amelia looking at her with all the tendernefs ima- 
ginable; forgetting, I believe, that there had ever 
been any quarrel between them, faid — * Good 

* Hieavens, madam, what's the matter ?' 

* O Mrs. Booth,* anfwered flie, ' I fear I have loft 

* my hulband. The dodor fays, there is but little 

* hope of his life. O madam, however I have been 

* in the wrong, T am furc you will forgive me and pity 

* me. 1 am Ture I am feverely puniihed : for to that 

* curfed aflair I owe all my mifery.' 

* Indeed, madam,' cries Amelia, ' I am extremely 

* concerned for your misfortune. But pray tell mc 

* hath any thing happened to the ferjeant ?' 

' O madam,' cries (he, * I have thegreateft reafon 
*' to fear I fliall lofe him. The doftor hath almoft 

* given him over. He fays he hath fcarce any 

* hopes. O madam, that evening that the fatal 

* quarrel happened between us, my dear captain took 

* it fo to heart, that he fat up all night and drank 2 

* whole bottle of brandy. Indeed, he faid, he 

* wifhed to kill himfelf : for nothing could have hurt 

* him fo much in the world, he faid, as to have any 
' quarrel between you and me. His concern, and 
« what he drank together, threw him into a high fe- 

* ver. So that, when I came home from my lord's 

« — (for indeed, madam, I have been and fet all to 
« rights your reputation is now in no danger) 

* when I came home, I fay, I found the poor man ia 
« a raving delirious fit, and in that he hath continued 
« ever fince till about an hour ago, when he came per- 

* fe(^ly to his fenfes ; but now he fays he is fure he 
' fhail die, and begs for Heaven's fake to fee you firft* 

* Would you, madam, would you have the goodnefs 
' to grant my poor captain's defire ; confider he is a 

* dying man, and neither he nor I fhall ever aflc 
' you a fecond favour. He fays he hath fomething to 

* fay to you that he can mention to no other perfon, 

* and that he cannot die in peace- unlefs he kcs you.* 

K 5 * \:^^^\!L 
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' Upon my word, madam,' cries Amelia, * I 

* extremely concerned at what you tell me. I ki 
' the poor ferjeant from his infancy, and always 
' an affedlion for him, as I think him to be one of 
*. beft-natured and honefleft creatures upon earth. 
' am fure, if I could do him any iervice,— but 

* what ufe can my going be ?* 

' Of the highell in the world,' anfwercd Mrs. 
kinfon. ' If you krtew how earneftly he entreated 

* how his poor breaking heart begged to fee you, 
' would not refufe.' — 

* Nay, I do not abfolutely refufe,' cries Arae 
— * Something to fay to me of confequence, ; 

* that he could not die in peace, unlefs he faid it- 
' Did he fay that, Mrs. Atkinfon?' 

' Upon my honour he did,' anfwered flie, ' j 
' much more than I have related.* 

* Well, I vvill go with you,' cries Amelia. * Ic 

* not guefs what this fhould be ; but 1 will go.' 
Mrs. Atkinfon then poured out a thoufand blefSi 

and ihankfgivings ; and taking hold of Amelia's hai 
and eagerly kiffing it, cried cut, — * How could tl 
' fury paffion drive me to quarrel with fuch a cr 

* tuie?' 

Amelia told her fhe had forgiven and forgot : 
and then calling up the miflrefs of the houfe, i 
committing to her the care of the children, (hecloj 
ed herfelf up as well as Ihe could, and fet Out with M 
Atkinfon. 

When they arrived at the houfe, Mrs. Atkinfon i 
fhe would go firft and give the captain fome notii 
for that if Amelia entered the room unexpe«^edly, ' 
furprife might have an ill effedl. She left theref 
Amelia in the parlour, and proceeded direftly 
Hairs. 

Poor Atkinfon, weak and bad as was his con 

tion, no fooner heard that Amelia was come, than 

difcovered great joy in his countenance, and prefen 

afterwsLvds (he was iivtroduced to him. 

Atkinfon exerted V\\s uxmo^^xeiv^xV v^ \W^Vl 

for this ^oodnefs to a dv^tv^ ^^^ V.'^^^ '^^ ^% ^"^ 

himklf). He faid, \vc ftxoMUi.^vV^N^^^^V^'^ 
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liye her this trouble, had he not had fomethingj^ which 
le thought of confequence, to fay to her, and which 
ic could not mention to any other perfon. He then 
leflred his wife to give him a little box, of which he 
ilways kept the key himfelf, and afterwards begged 
tier to leave the room for a few minutes ; at which, 
aeither ihe, nor Amelia, expreifed any diflatisfadlion. 
When he was alone -with Amelia, he fpoke as fol- 
lows : ' This, madam^-is the laft time my eyes will 

' ever behold what Do pardon me, madam, I 

' will never offend you more.' ■ Here he funk 

iown in his bed, and the tears guihed from his 
!yes. 

* Why fhould you fear to offend me, Joe?' faid 
Amelia. * I am fure, you never did any thing wil- 
lingly to offend me.* 

* No, madam,' anfwered he, * I would die a thou- 
fand times, before I would have ventured it in the 
fmalleft matter. But — I cannot fpeak — and yet I 
mufl. You cannot pardon me, and yet, perhaps, 
a^ I am a dying man, and never fhall fee you more. 
—Indeed, if I wa^ to live after this difcovery, I 
ihoald never dare to look you in the face again — and 
yet, madam, to think I fhall never fee you more is 
worfe than ten thoufand deaths.' 

* Indeed, Mr. Atkinfon,' cries Amelia, bluihing, 
nd looking down on the floor,. ' I mull not hear 

you talk in this manner. It you have any thing to 
fay, tell it me, and do not be afraid of my anger ; 
for I think I may promife to forgive whatev,er it was 
poffible you fhould do.' ' 

* Here then, madam,' faid he, ' is your pidlure ; 
I Hole it when I was eighteen years of age, and 
have kept it ever fince. It is fet in gold, with three 
little diamonds ; and yet I can truly fay, it was, not 
the gold nor the diamonds which I llole — It was that 
face, which, if I had been the emperor of the 
world — ' 

* I muft not hear any more of this ; ' faid fhe — 
comfort yourfelf, Joe, and think tvo mox^ ^^ \N\\% 
matter. Bo aiTured, I freely ind 1afcaiu\^ ^^x^n^ 

K4 * ^^^ 
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her hand, which he put gently to his lips, 
prefently let it drop, ana fell back into the 1 

Amelia now fummoned Mrs. Atkinfon, 
indeed no further off than juft without the d< 
then hailened down flairs and called for a g 
of water, which liaving drank off, (he thre 
in|Q a chair,, and the tears ran plentifully fror 
with compailion for the poor wretch (he had j 
his bed. 

To fay the truth, without any injury to he 
that heart which had flood firm as a rock t 
attacks of titlb and equipage^, of finery and 
and which all the treafnres of the univerfe 
have purchafed, was yet a little foftened by 
honcil, modeft, involuntary^ delkftte, heroic 
this poor and hamble Cxmn ; for whoiii» In 
lierftift ihe felt t momentarv tendtrnefs i 
placence> at which Booths if he had known 
perhaps.have beendifp]eafed«^ 

Having ftaid fome time in the parlour^ 
finding Mrs. Atkinfon come down» (for ii 
hufband was then fo bad fhe could not quit hi 
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CHAP. VII. 

fft <wbich Mr, Booth meets ^witb more than one ad'venture* 

BOOTH having hunted about for two hours, at 
laft faw a young lady in a tattered filk gown, - 
ftepping out of a fhop in Monmouth- Street into a hack- 
ney, coach. This lady, notwithftanding the difguife 
of her drefs, he prcfently difcovered to be no other 
than little Betty. 

He inftantly gave the alarm of ' ftop thief, ftop 
coach ;* upon which, Mrs. Betty was immediately (!opt 
in her vehicle, and Booth and his myrmidons laid hold 
of her. 

The girl no fooner found that Ihe was fcized by her 
mailer, than the confcioufnefs of her guilt over- 
powered her ; for fhe was not yet an experienced of- 
fender, and Ihe immediately confefTed her crime. 

She was then carried before a juftice of the peace, 
where ihe was fearched, and there was found in her 
pofleifion four fhillings and fix-pence in money, be- 
fides the filk gown, which was indeed proper furniture 
for Rag- fair, and fcarce worth a fingle farthing, though 
the honeft fliop-keeper in Monmouth-ftreet had fold it 
for a crown to this fimple girl. 

The girl being examined by the magiftrate, fpoke 
as follows : ' Indeed, fir, an't pleaie your worlhip, 

* I am very forry for what I have done ; and to be 
' fure, an't pleafe your honour, my lord, it muft 
' have been the devil that put me upon it ; for to be 
' fure, pleafe your majefty, I never thought upon fuch 

* a thing in my whole life before, any more than I 

* did of my dying day ; but, indeed, fir, an't pleaie 

* your worlhip ' 

She was running on in this manner, when the juftice 
interrupted her, and defired her to give an accoant of 
what fhe had taken from her mafter, and what flie had 
done with it. 

* Indeed, an't pleafe your m^jcfty,* faid flie, ' I 

* took no more than two (hitts uf madam's, and I 

* pawned them for iist (hiWm^s, nn\vvOcv \ ^n^ ^^'^ 

' ihQ gown that's upon my back \ ^xA. -^^ ^ox >o\^ ^^^- 
K 5 ^ ^^^ 
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I * ney in my pockety i^ is tvtxy farthing of it my own. 
' I am fu re 1 intended to carry back the (hifts too as 

* foon as ever I could get money to take them out.' 
The girl having told them where the pawnbroker 

lived, thejultice fent to him, to produce the fhlfts, 
which he prefenzly did ; for he expelled that a war- 
rant to fearch his houfe would be the confequence oi 
his refufaL 

The iliifts being produced, on which the honef 
pawnbroker had lent five Ihillings, appeared plainly t< 
be worth above thirty ; indeed, when new, they hac 
cofl much more. So that by their goodnefs, as wd 
as by their fize, it was certain they could not have be 
longed to the girl. 

Booth grew very warm againd the pawnbroker 

* I hope, fir,' faid he to the juftice, * there is fom 

* punilhment for this fellow, likewife, who fo^plainl 
' appears to have known that thefe goods were ftoler 
' The fhops of thefe fellows may indeed be called th 

* fountains of theft ; for it is in reality the encourage 

* mcnt which they meet with from thefe receivers ( 

* their goods that induces men very often to becoit 

* thieves ; fo that thefe deferve equal, if not fcvcr( 

* punifiiment than the thieves themfelves.' 

The pawnbroker proteftsd his innocence ; an 
denied the taking in the fhifts. Indeed, in this \ 
fpoke truth ; for he had flipt into an inner room, : 
was always his cuflom on thefe occafions, and left 
little boy to do the bulinefs ; by which means he h« 
carried on the trade of receiving flolen goods for mat 
years with impunity, and had been twice acquitted 
the Old-Baily, though the juggle appeared upon tl 
moft manifefl evidence. 

As the juftice was going to fpeak, he was interrup 
cd by the girl, who falling upon her knees to Boo 
with many tears, begged his forgivenefs. 

* Indeed, Betty,' cries Booth, * you do not defer 
' forgivenefs ; for you know you had very good re 
' fons why you (hould not have thought of robbii 
' your miftrefj, particularly at this time. And wb 
' farther aggravates your cfixue, \%, xJ^^x. ^^njl Vsia 
' robbed the befk and kiudcfii XKa&t^^^ *vq. \>wi w 
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Nay, you arc not only, guilty of felony, but of a felo- 
nious breach of truft; for you know very well every 
thing your m^ftrefs had, was intrufted to your care.* 
Now it happened by very great accident that the 
uftice before; whom the girl was brought, underllood 
he law. Turning therefore to Booth, he faid, ' D6 
you fay, fir, that this girl was intrufted with the 
Ihifts ?' 

' Yes, fir,' faid Booth, ' fhe was intrufted with 
every thing ?' 

' And will you fwear that the goods ftolen,' faid the 
uftice, * are worth forty ihil lings?' 
' No, indeed, fir,' anfwered Booth, * nor that they 
are worth thirty either.' 

' Then, fir,' cries the juftice, * the girl cannot b« 
guilty of felony.' 

' How, fir,' faid Booth, ' is it not a breach of truft? 
and is not a breach of truft felony, and the worft fe- 
lony too ?' 

* No, fir,' anfwered the juftice, ' a^breach of truft 
is no crime in our law, unlefs it be in a fervant ; and 
then the ad of parliament requires the goods taken 
to be of the value- of" forty fhillings.' 

' So then a fervant,' cries Booth, ' may rob his 
mafter of thirty nine fhillings whenever he pleafes, 
and he can't be puniftied.' 

* If the goods are underhis care, he can't/ cries the 
uftice. 

* I a& your pardon, fir,'« fays Booth. ' I do not 
doubt what you fay ; but fure this is a very extra- 
ordinary law.' 

* Perhaps I think fo too,' faid the juftice ; ' but it 
belongs not to my office to make or to mend laws. 
My bufinefs is only to execute them. If therefore the 
cafe be as you fay, I muft difcharge the girl.' 

' I hope, however, you will punifh the *pawnbro* 
ker,' cries Booth. 

* If the girl is difcharged,' cries the juftice, ' {o 
muft be the pawnbroker : for if the goods are not 
ftolen, he cannot be guilty of receiving them, know- 
ing them to be ftolen. Andbefides^^stoVviCi^^^v^^^ 
to fay the iraih, I am almoft >Ne3iTV c>i y^^I^'^njxyw^ 

K 6 '" *^^^ 
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' it; for fuch are the diificalties laid in the way of 

' this profecution, that it is almoft imppffible to con- 

* vi6t any one on it. And to fpeakmy opinion plainly^ 

* fuch are the laws, and fuch the method of proceed- 

* ing, that one would alnooft think our laws were ra- 

* thcr made for the prdteclion of rogues; than for the 

* punilhment of themr' 

Thus ended this examination ; the thief and the re- 
ceiver went about their bufinefs, and Booth departed 
in order to go home to his wife. 

In his way home. Booth was met by a lady in a 
chair; who, immediately upon feeing him, ftopt her 
ehair, bolted out of it, and going diredly up to him, 
faid ; ' So, Mr. Booth, you have kept your word 

* with me.' 
This lady was no other than Mifs Matthews, and 

the fpeech (he meant was of a promife made to her at 
the mafquerade, of viliting her within a day or two ; 
which, whether he ever intended to keep I cannot fay, 
but in truth, the feveral accidents that had fince hap- 
{)ened to him, had fo difcomppfed his mind, that he ^ 
had abfolutely forgot it. 

Booth however was too fenfible, and too well bred, 
to make the excufe of forgetfulnefs to a lady ; nor 
could he readily find any other. While he ftood there- 
fore hefitating, and looking not over wife, Mif* 
Matthews faid : * Well, fir, fince by your confufion 

* I fee you have fome grace left, I will pardon you on 

* one condition, and that is, that you will fup with 

* me this night. But if you fail me now, expeft all 

* the revenge of an injured woman.* She then bound 
herfelf by a moft outrageous oath, that ihe would 
Complain to his wife ' And I am fure,' fays ihe, 

* fhe is fo much a woman of honour, as to do me 

* jullice. — And though I mifcarriod in my firft at- 
■ * tempt, be afTured I will take care ofmy fecond.* 

Booth afked what fhe meant by her firft attempt ; to 
which (he anfwered, that fhe had already writ his wife 
an account of his ill ufage of her, but that flie wai 
pleafed it had mifcarried. She then repeated her affc- 
verations, that fhe would now do it efFcftually if h« 
difappointed her. 

5 ThiJ 
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This threat (he reckoned would mofl certainly ter-> 
Tify poor Booth ; and, indeed, (he was not miilaken ; 
for 1 believe it woald have been impoffible, by any 
other menace, or by any other nieans, to have brought 
liim once even to balance in his mind on this queftion. 
But by this threat flie prevailed ; and Booth promifed, 
upon his word and honour, to come to her at the 
hour (he appointed. After which, (he took leave of 
him with a fqueeze by the hand, and a fmiling coun* 
tenance, and walked back to her chair. 

But, however (he might be plcafed with having ob- 
tained this promife, Booth was far from being delight* 
cd with the thoughts of having given it. He looked 
indeed upon the confequences of this meeting with 
horror ; but as to the. confequence .which was fo ap- 
parently intended by the lady, he refolved againft it. 
At length he came to this determination ; to go, ac- 
cording to his appointment, to argue the matter with 
the lady, and to convince her, if poflible, that from a 
regard to his honour only, he muft difcontinue her 
acquaintance. If this failed to fatisfy her, and (he ftill 
per(ifted in her threats to acquaint his wife with the 
affair, he then refolved, whatever pains it coft him, 
to communicate the whole truth himfelf to Amelia, 
from whofe goodnefs he doubted not but to obtain an 
abfolute remiifion. 

CHAP. VIII. 

In which Amelia appears in a light more amiable than 

WE will now return to Amelia, whom we left 
in fome perturbation of mind departing from 
Mrs. Atkinfon. 

Though (he had before walked through the ftreets 
ih a very improper drefs with Mrs. Atkinfon, (he was 
unwilling, efpccially as (he was alone,, to return in the 
. fame manner. Indeed, (he was fcarce able to walk in 
her prefent condition ; for the cafe of poor Atkinfon 
had much affedled her tender heart, and her eyes had 
overflown with many te^s. 
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It occurred likewife to her at prefent, that (he had 
Bot a fingle (hilling in her pocket, or at home, to 
provide food for herfelf and her family. In this iitua- 
tiqn fherefolved to go immediately to the pawnbroker 
whither (he had gone before, and to depoiite her pic- 
ture for what (he could raife upon it. She then imme- 
diately took a chair, and put her deiign in execution. 

The intrinfic value of the gold, in which this pic- 
ture was fet, and of the little diamonds ^hich fur- 
rounded it, amounted to nine guineas. This there- 
fore was advanced to her, and the prettieft face in the 
world (fuch is often the fate of beauty) was depofited, 
as of no value, into the bargain. 

When (he came home, fhe found the following let- 
ter from Mrs. Atkinlbn : 

* My deareft Madam, 

* A S I know your goodnefs, I could not delay 

* JjL a moment acquainting you with the happy turn 

* of my affairs iince you went. The doftor, on his 

* return to-vifit my hufband, has alTured me, that the 

* captain was on the recovery, and in very little dan- 

* ger ; and I really think he is fmce mended. I hope 
' to wait on you foon with better news. Heaven blefs 
*• you, dear madam ; and believe me to be, with the 

* utmofl fincerity, 

* Your moft obliged, 

* obedient humble fervant, 

' Atkinfon/ 

Amelia was really pleafed with this letter ; and now 
it being paft four o'clock, fhe defpaired of feeing her 
hufband till the evening. She therefore provided feme 
tarts for her children^ and then eating nothing but a 
(lice of bread and butter herfelf, fhe began to prepare 
for the captain's fupper. 

There were two things of which her hufband was 

particularly fond, which, though it may bring the 

£mplicity of his tafteinto ^reat contempt with fome of 

my readers, I will venivxte \o xi^.m^, "Wsd^ >«^\t. -^ 
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fowl and 'egg fauce, and mutton broth; both which* 
A meliar immediately purchafed. 

As foon as the clock ftruck feven, the good creature 
went down into the kitchen, and began to exercife 
her talents of cookery, of which fhe was a great mif- 
trefs, as ihe was of every oeconomical office, from the 
highell to the loweil ; and as no woman could outfliine 
her in a drawing-room, fo none could make the draw- 
ing-room itfelf fhine brighter than Amelia. And if I 
may fpeak a bold truth, I queftion whether it be poffi- 
ble to view this fine creature in a more amiable light, 
than while ihe was dreffing her hufband's fupper with 
her little children playing round her. 

It was now half an hour paft eight, and the meat 
almoft ready, the table likewife neatly fpread with 
materials borrowed from her landlady, and ihe be- 
gan to grow a little uneafy at Booth's not returning;' 
when a fudden knock at the door roufed her fpirits, 
and fhe cried, ' There, my dear, there is your good 
* papa ;' at which words ihe darted fwiftly up ilairs, 
and opened the door to her huiband. 

She deiired her huiband to walk up into the dining- 
room, and ihe would come to him in an inilant ;, for 
fhe was defirous to encreafe his pleafure, by furpriiing 
him with his two favourite diihes. She then went 
down again to the kitchen, where the maid of the ' 
houfe undertook to fend up the fupper, and ihe with 
her children returned to Booth. ^ 

He then told her concifely what had happened, with 
relation to the girl — To which fhe fcarce made any 
anfwer ; but aiked him if he had not dined. He aH- 
fured her he had not eat a morfel the whole day; 

* Well,' fays ihe!, * my dear, I am a fellow-fufFerer • 

* but we ihall both enjoy our fupper the more ; for I 
' have made a little provifion for you, as I gneffed 

* what might be the cafe. I have got you a bottle of 
' wine too. And here is a clean cloth and a fmiling 

* countenance, my dear Will. Indeed, I am in un- 

* ufual good fpirits to-night, and I have made a pro- 

* mife to the children, which you muft confirm ; I 
' hare promifed to let them ftt up lV\% oti^ TC\«^\\fi 

' fapper with 05,— —Nay, donr'l\ooVLiofeivo>a.^\ caS. 
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* ofF all uneafy thoughts — I have a prefent for yoa 

' here— No matter how 1 came by it.' At whick 

words, fhe put eight guineas into his hand, crying: 
' Come, my dear Bill, be gay — Fortune will yet be 

* kind to us — at leaft, let us be happy this night. 
' Indeed, the pleafures of many women, during their 

* whole lives, will not amount to my happinefs this 

* night, if you will be in good humour.* 

Booth fetched a deep figh, and cried — ' How.unhappy 

* am I, ray dear, that I can't fup with you to-night I' 
As in the delightful month of June, whea the fky i« 

all ferene, and the whole face of nature looks with a 
pleaiing and fmiling afpedt, fuddenly a Mark cloud 
fpreads itfelf over the hemifphere, the fun vanifhe* 
from our figlit, and every objeft is obfcured by a 
dark and horrid gloom. So happened it to Amelia; 
the joy that had enlightened every feature difappeared 
in a moment ; the luftre forfook her fhining eyes; 
and all the little loves, that played and wantoned in 
her cheeks, hung their drooping heads, and with a 
faint trembling voice, fhe repeated her hufband** 
words : * Not fup with me to-night, my dear 1' 

* Indeed, my dear,' anfwered he, • I cannot. I 

* need not tell you how uneafy it makes me, or that I 

* am as much difappointed as'yourfelf ; but I am en- 

* gaged to fup abroad. I have abfolutely given my 

* honour ; and beiides,' it is on bufinefi of import- 

* ance.' 

' My dear,' faid (he, * I fay no more. I am con- 
« vinced you would not willingly fup from me. I 
' own it is a very particular difappointment to me to- 

* night, when I had propofed unufual pleafure ; but 

* the fame reafon which is fufficient to you, ought to 
« be fo to me.' 

Booth made his wife a compliment on her ready 
compliance, and then aiked her, what fhe intended 
by giving him that money, or how flie came by it. 

* I intend, my dear,' faid fhe, ' to give it yoo; 

* that is all. As to the manner in which I came by it, 

* you know, Billy, that is not very material. You 

* are well afTured I got it by no 'means which would 
< di/pleafe you , and, perhaps, another time I may tell 
^ you,' Booth 
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Booth aiked no farther queflions ; but he returned 
and infixed on her taking all but one guinea, 
•ing, ihe was the fafeft treafurer. He then promif- 
her to make all the hade home in his power, and 
hoped, he faid, to be with her in an hour and half 
fartheft, and then took his leave. 
When he- was gone, the poor difappointed Amelia 
down to fupper with her children ; with whofe com- 
ly (he was forced to confole herfelf for the abfenct 
her hufband. 

CHAP. IX. 

A ijery tragic /cent* 

rH £ clock had flruck eleven, and Amelia was 
juft proceeding to put her children to bed, 
icn ihe heard a knock at the flreet door. Upon 
iich the boy cried out, * There's papa, mamma. 
Dray let me ftay and fee him before I go to bed.* 
lis was a favour very eafilv obtained ; for Amelia 
lanily ran down Aairs, exulting in the goodnefs of 
r hu/band for returning fo foon, though half an 
ar was already elapfed beyond the ^me in which he 
>mifed to return. 

Poor Amelia was now again difappointed ; for it 
s not her hufband at the door, but a fervant with a 
ter for him, which he delivered into her hands. She 
mediately returned up Hairs, and faid — * It was 
not your papa, my dear; but 1 hope it is one who 
liath brought us fomegood news.' For Booth had 
d her, that he hourly expefted to receive fuch from 
t great man, and had defired her to open any letter 
lich'Came to him in his abfence. 
Amelia therefore broke open the letter, and read as 
Hows : 

'SIR, 

AFTER what hath paft between us, I need 
only tell you that I know you fupped this very 
night alone with Mifs Matthews : a fadl which wilt 
upbraid yon fufficiently, withovit ^viuvt^^ m«. to tK^x 
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f trooble, and will very well aceonnt for my de£ring 

* the favour of feeing you to-morrow in Hyde-Park at 

•* fix in the morning. You will forgive my remind- 

/ ing you once more how inexcufable this behaviow 

' 15 in you who are pofleiTed in your own wife of the 

* moSL ineftimable jewel. ^ ' 

' • Yours, &c. 

' T. James. 
* I flull bring piftols with me.' 

It is not eafy to defciribe the agitation of Amelia's 
mind when ihe read this letter. She threw herfelf in- 
. . to her chair, turned as pale as death, began to trem- 
ble all over, and had juft power enough left to tap 
tl|e bottle of wine, which fhe had hitherto preferved 
entire for her hufband, and to drink off a large 
' bumper. 

The little boy perceived the ilrange* fymptoms 

which appeared in his mother $ and running to her, 

lie cried, ' What's the matter, my dear mamma, you 

' don't look well ? — No harm hath happened to poor 

' / PfP*» I ^ope — Sure that bad man hath not carried 

- f him away again^' 

'^^ ' • Amelia anfwered, * No, child, nothing— nothing 

*'^at all.'jp— And then a large fhowe/ of tears came 

tfh her affiAance ; which pTefently after produced the 

^sa6t in the eyes of both the children. 

/ r . .Amelia, after a fhort filence, looking tenderly at 

-"iNBTchilaren, cried out, * It is too much, too much to 

1 bear. Why did I bring thefe little wretches into 

t . ^, the world I why were thefe innocents bom to fuch 

>f "aikte i'*^She then threw her arms round them both^ 

'; . Oht they were before embracing her knees) and cried, 

. * O m)r children! my children, forgive me, my 

' babes-«-^ Forgive me that I have brought you into 

.^, f .fdch a ^orld as this. You are undone — my children 

^^*'^* are undone.' 

f • The little boy anfwered with great fpirit, ' How 

* undone, mamma ? my lifter and I don't care a far- 

* thing for being undone — Don't cry fo upon our ac- 
« coasts— 'we are both very well ; -indeed we are— But 

•■ '' ■ . . • do 
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do pray tell us. I am Aire fome accident hath hap- 
pened to poor papa.' 

' Mention him no more,' cries Amelia, * your papa 
is — indeed he is a wicked man— he cares not for 
any of us— O Heavens, is this the happinefs I pro- 

mifed myfelf this evening!' At which words fhe 

ell into an agony, holding both her children in her 
rms. 

The maid of the houfe now entered the room, with 
letter in her hand, which Ihe had received from a 
orter, whofe arrival the reader will not wonder to 
ave been unheard by Amelia in her prefent condition. 
The maid, upon her entrance into the room, per- 
eiving the iituation of Amelia, cried out, * Good 
Heavens ! madam, what's the matter ? ' Upon 
/hich, Amelia, who had a little recovered herfelf 
fter the laft violent vent of her paffion, ilarted up, 
nd cried — * Nothing, Mrs. Sufan — nothing extra- 
ordinary. I am fubje6i to thefe fits ifometimes; bat 
I am very well now. Come, my dear children, I am 
very well again ; indeed I am. You muft now go 
to bed ; Mrs. Sufan will be fo good as to put yoa 
to bed.' 

* But why doth n9t papa love us?* cries the little 
oy, ' I am fure we hay^ none of us done any thing to 
difoblige him.' "^ . ' 

This innocent queflion of the child fo flung Amelia* 
iat fhe had the utmofl difficulty to prevent a relapfe. 
[owever fhe took another dram of^ wine ; for fo it 
light be called to her, who was the moll temperate , 
f women, and never exceeded three glafTcs on any 
:caf:on. In this glafs fhe drank her children's health, 
id foon after fo well foothed and corapofed them, 
lat they went quietly away with Mrs. Sufan. 
The maid, in the fliock fhe had conceived at the 
elancholy, indeed frightful fcene, which had pre- 
nted irfcJf to her at her firll coming into the room, 
id quite forgot the letter, which fhe held in her 
ind. However, jull at her departure, fhe recollected 
, and delivered it to Amelia ; who was no fooner 
one, than (he opened it, and read as follows : 
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*■ My deareft fweetcftlovc, 

1 Write this from the bailiff's houfe, where I was 
formerly, and to which I am again brought at 
the fuit of that villain, Trent. I have the misfor- 
tune to think I owe this accident (I mean, that it 
happened to-night) to my own folly, in endeavour- 
ing to keep a fecret from you — O my dear, had I 
had refolution to confefs my crime to you, your for- 
givenefs would, I am convinced, have coft me only 
a few bluflies, and I had now been happy in your 
arms. Fool that I was, to leave you on fuch an ac- 
count, and to add to a former tranfgreflion a new 
one. — Yet by Heavens I mean not a tranfgreflion of 
the like kind ; for of that I am not, nor ever will be 
guilty ; and when you know the true reafon of my 
leaving you to-night, I think you will pity, rather 
than upbraid me. I am fure you would, if you 
knew the compun6lion with wnich I left you to go 

to the moft worthlefs, the moft infamous Do 

guefs the reil ;Guefs that crime with which 

I cannot ftain my paper^— but dill believe me no 
more guilty than I am — or, if it will lefTen your 
vexation at what hath befallen me, believe me as 
guilty as you pleafe, and think me for a while, at 
le.ift, as undeferving of you, as I think myfelf. 
This paper and pen are fo bad, I queHion whether 
you can read what I write ; I almoft doubt whether 
I wifh you fhould. Yet this I will endeavour to 

make as legible as I can Be comforted, my dear 

love, and ftill keep up your fpirits with the hopes of 
better days. The dodlor will be in town to-morrow, 
and I truft on his goodnefs for my delivery once 
more from this place, and that I fhall foon be able 
to repay him. That Heaven may blefs and preferve 
you, is the prayer of, 

* My deareft love, 

* Your ever fond, afFc6lionate, 
* and\vereaLheY idA\.Vi\3W.\xWT^4, 

^ ^ ^^^'^^ 
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Amelia pretty well guefled the obfcure meaning of 
this letter, which though, at another time, it might 
have given her unfpeakable torment, was at prefent 
rather of the medicinal kind, and ferved to allay her 
anguifli. Her anger to Booth too began a little to 
abate, and was foftened by her concern for his mis- 
foctune. Upon the whole, however, flie paft a mife- 
rable and fleeplefs night, her gentle^ mind torn and 
diflradled with various and contending paiCons, dif- 
trefTed with doubts, and wandering in a kind' of 
twilight, which presented her only objefts of different 
degrees of horror ; and where black defpair clofed at a 
fmall diftance the gloomy profped. 
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BOOK XIL' 

■f 

C H A P. I. 

The hook begins ''m it h polite hiflory, 

BEFORE we return to the miferable couple, 
whom we left at the end of the laft book, we 
will give our reader the more chearful view of the gay - 
and happy family of Colonel James. 

Mrs. James, .when flie could not, as we have fecn, 
prevail with Amelia to accept that invitation, which, 
at the defire of the colonel, fhe had fo kindly and 
obediently carried her, returned to her hufband, and 
acquainted him with the ill fuccefs of h;er embaffy ; 
at which, to fay the truth, fhe was almoft as much 
difappointed as the colonel himfelf : for he had not 
taken a much ftronger liking to Amelia, than fhe her- 
felf had conceived for Booth. This will account for 
fome pafTages, which may have a little furprifed the 
reader in the former chapters of this hiflory, as we 
were not then at leifure to communicate to them a 
hint of this kind : it was indedd on Mr. Booth's ac- 
count that fhe had been at the trouble of changing 
her drefs at the mafquerade. 

But her pafTions of this fort, happily for her, were 
not extremely ftrong ; fhe was therefore eafily baulked, 
and as fhe met with no encouragement from Booth, 
fhe foon gave way to the impetuofity of Mifs Mat- 
thews ; and from that time fcarce thought more of the 
affair, till her hufband's defign againft the wife re- 
vived her's Jikewife ; infornxxcV, ^i^^xV^w ^;v.ffioa was, 
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:his time, certainly ftrong enough for Booths to 
luce a good hearty hatred for Amelia, whom fhe 

abufed to the colonel in very grofs terms ; both 
he account oi her poverty, and her infolence : for 
le termed the refufal of all her offers, 
'he colonel, feeing^no hopes of foon pofTefling his 

miftrefs, began, like a prudent and wife man, to 
I his thoughts towards tl^ fecuring his old one. 
n what his wife had mentioned, concerning the 
iviour of the fhepherdefs, and particularly her pre- 
nce of Booth, he had littl'e doubt but that this was 
identical Mifs Matthews. He refolved therefore 
Aatch her clofely, in hopes of difcovering Booth's 
Lgue with her. In this, befides the remainder of 
ition which he yet preferved for that lady, he had 
:her view, as it would give him a fair pretence to 
•rel with Booth ; who, by carrying on this intrigue. 
Id have broke his word and honour given to him. 
I he began now to hate poor Booth heartily, from 
fame reafon from which Mrs. James had contraded 
averfion to Amelia. 

'he colonel therefore employed an inferior kind of 
p to watch the lodgings of Mifs Matthews, and to 
laint him if -Booth, whofe pcrfon was known to 
pimp, made any viiit there 

he pimp faithfully performed his office, and 
ng lafl night made the wifhed-for difcovery, im- 
lately acquainted bis maflerwith it. 
^pon this news, the colonel prefently difpatched to 
th the fhort note which we have before feen. He 

it to his own houfe inftead of Mifs Matthews's, 
1 hopes of that very accident which adually did 
pen. Not that he had any ingredient of the bully 
im, and delired to be prevented from fighting, but 
I a profpedl of injuring Booth in the aSedion and 
im of Amelia, and of recommending himfelffome- 
t to her by appearing in the light of her champion ; 
^hich purpofe he added that compliment to Ame- 
n his letter. He concluded upon the whole, that, 
00th himfelf opened the letter, he would certainly 
t him the next morning ; but if his wife Ihould 
1 it before he came home, it migh i hzst, \kA t.€« 
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feds before mentioned ; and for his future exf 
tian with Booths it would not be in Amelia's pi 
prevent it. 

Now it happened, that this pimp had more 
than one. Amongft thefe, was the worthy Mr. 
for whom he had often done bufinefs of the p 
vocation. He had been employed indeed in t 
vice of the great peer himfelf, under the dlrei 
the faid Trent, and was the very perfon who ha 
cd the faid Trent in dogging Booth and his 
the opera-houfe on the mafquerade night. 

This fubaltern pimp was with his fuperior 
yefterday morning, when he found a bailiff wi 
in order to receive his inilrudlions for the ai 
Booth ; when the baililF faid it would be a vei 
cult matter to take him ; for that, to his knowlci 
was-as fhy a cock as any in England. The fu 
immediately acquainted Trent with the bufi: 
which he was employed by the colonel. Upon 
Trent enjoined him the moment he had fet him 
immediate notice to the bailiff; which he agr 
and performed accordingly. 

The bailifF, on receiving the notice, imme 
fet out for his ftand at an alehoufe within thre< 
of Mifs Matthews's lodgings. At which, u 
-nately for poor Booth, he arrived a very few n 
before Booth left that lady in order to rcl 
Amelia. 

Thefe were feveral matters, of which we t 
neceffary our reader fhould be informed ; for, 
that it conduces greatly to a perfect underftan< 
all hiftory, there is no exercife of the mind of j 
ble reader more pleafant than the tracing of the 
fmall and almofl imperceptible links in every d 
events, by which all the great anions of the wc 
produced. We will now in the next chapter f 
with our hiftory. 
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C H A P. II. 

In fwhich Amelia *vijtts her bujband* 

AMELIA, after much anxious thinking, ia 
which Ihe fometimcs flattered herfelf that her 
hufband was lefs guilty than ihe had at firfl imagined 
him, and that he had fome good cxcufe to make for 
himfelf (for, indeed, ihe was not fo able as willing to 
make one for him) ; at length refolved to fet out for the 
bailiff's caftle. Having therefore ftriftly recommended 
the care of her children to her good landlady, ihe fent 
for a hackney-coach, and ordered the coachman to 
drive to Gray's-Inn-Lane. 

When ihe came to the houfe, and aiked for the cap- 
tain, the bailiif's wife, who came to the door, gueffing, 
by the greatnefs of her beauty and the difordcr of her 
drefs, that ihe was a young lady of pleafure, anfwcr- 
ed furlily, ' Captain ! 1 do not know of any captain 

* that is here, not I ;* for this good woman was, as 
well as dame Purgante in Prior, a bitter enemy to all 
whores, efpecially to thofe of the handfome kind ; 
for fome fuch ilie expeded to go ihares with her in a 
certain property to which the law gave her the folf 
right. 

Amelia replied, fhe was certain that Captain fiooth^ 
was ther^k ' Well, if he is fo,' cries th^ baiii£^s 
wife, * you may come into the kitchen, if you will— 

* and he Ihall be called down to you if you have any 

* bu fine fs with him.' At the fame time ihe muttered 
ibmething to herfelf, and concluded a little more in« 
telligibly, though Hill in a muttering voice, that ih« 
kept no fuch houfe. 

Amelia, whofe innocence gave her no fufpicion of 
the true caufe of this good woman's fullennefs, was 
frightened, and began to fear ihe knew not what. At 
lalt ihe made a ihift to totter into the kitchen, when 
the miilrefs of the houfe alked her, ' Well, madam, 

* who ihall I tell the captain wants to fpeak with him ?' 
* I aik your pardon, madam,' cries Amelia, * in 

* my confuiion, I really forgot you did iic^t Vlxiq^ \a.^* 

* —tell him, if yonpleafc, tWl wii\u&m^^% ' 
Vol. XI. \^ * ^ 
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'And are you indeed his wife, madam ?* cries Mrs. 
Bailiff, a little foftened. 

* Yes, indeed, and upon my honour,' anfwers 
Amelia. 

'If this be the cafe,* cries the other, ' you may 
' walk up ftairs, if you pleafe. Heaven forbid, I 
' ihould part man and wife. Indeed, I think they 

* can never be too much together. But I never will 
' fuffer any bad doings in my hoafe, nor any of the 

* town ladies to come to gentlemen here.' 

Amelia anfwered, that (he liked her the better; 
for, indeed, in her prefent difpofition, Amelia was 
as much exafperated againft wicked women as the vir- 
tuous miftrefs of the houfe, or any other virtuous wo- 
man, could be. - 

The bailiff's wife then ufliered Amelia up flairs, and 
having unlocked the prifoners doors, cried, * Cap- 

* tain, here is your lady, fir, come to fee you.' At 
which words. Booth ftarted up from his chair, and 
caught Amelia in his arms, embracing her for aeon- 

. iiderable time with fo much rapture, that the bailiff's 
wife, who was an eye-witnefs of this violent fondnefs, 
began to fufpeft whether Amelia had really told her 
truth. Hovyever, fhe had fome little awe of the cap- 
tain, and for fear of being in the wrong did not in- 
terfere, but fhut the door and turned the key. 

When Booth found himfelf alone with his wife, and 
had vented the firfl violence of his rapture in kiffes and 
embraces, he looked tenderly at her, and cried, 

* Is it poffible, Amelia, is it poUible you can have 

* this goodnefs to follow fuch a wretch as me to fuch 
' a place as this ? — or do you come to upbraid me with 
' my guitt, and to fink me down to that perdition I fo 

* juflly deferve ?' 

* Am I fo given to upbraiding then ?' fays fhe, in a 
gentle voice ; * have I ever given you occafion to 

* think I would fink you to perdition ?' ' 

* Far be it from me, my love, to think fo,' an- 
fivered he. * And "yet yow may forgive the utmoft 
' /ears of an i!>fFendmg, petv\\.ttix ^vc^xvw . \V\sss«^W 

■' deed, the extent of your ^oo^tv^l^* ^\w\ ^^xWasss^^ 
' my guilt fo great ^* ^ ^^ 
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' Alas ! Mr. Booth,* faid (he, ' What guilt is this 

• which you mention, and which you writ to me of 
' laft night Sure, by your mentioning to me fo 

' much, you intend to tell me more, nay, indeed, to 
^ tell me all — and not leave my mind open to fufpi* 

• cions perhaps ten times worfe than th^ truth.* 

* Will you give me a patient hearing?* faid he. 

* I will, indeed,* anfwered ihe ; * nay, I am pre- 

• pared to hear the worft you can unfold ; nay, per- 
' haps, the worft is fhort of my apprehenfions.* 

Booth then, after a little further apology, began and 
related to her the whole that had paffed between 
him and Mifs Matthews, from their firft meeting in 
the prifon to their reparation the preceding evening. 
All which, as the reader knows, it already, it would 
be tedious and unpardonable to tranfcribe from his 
mouth. He^told her likevvife all that he had done 
and fuffered, to conceal h\s tranfgreflion from her 
knowledge. This, he affiired her, was the bufinefs of 
hisvifitlaft night; the confequence of which was, he 
declared in the moft folemn manner, no other than an 
abfolute quarrel with Mifs Matthews, of whom he had 
taken a final leave. 

When he had ended his narration, Amelia, after 
a Ihort filence, anfwered, — ' Indeed, I firmly believ* 

• every word you have faid — hut I cannot now forgive ' 
' you the fault you have confeiTed — and my reafon is 

' — bccaufe I have forgiven it long ago. Here, my 
' dear,* faid rfir, * is an inftance that I am likewifb 

• capable of keeping afecret.' She then delivered 

her hufband a letter, which Ihe had fome time ago. re- 
ceived from Mifs Matthews^ and which was the fame 
which that lady had mentioned, and fuppofed, as 
Booth had never heard of it, that it had mifcarried ; 
For (he fent it by the penny-poft. In this letter, which 
ivas figned by a feigned name, 'fhe had acquainted . 
Amelia with the infidelity of her hufband, and had be- 
tides very greatly abufed him ; taxing him with many 
falfhoods; and, among the reft, with having C^okao. 
yery Ulghtlngly and diTrefpeftfully of Kis w\?^. 

Amelia never ihincd forth to Booth, m Co «LtcC\^\^ 
^d great A light i nor did his own \inwoixK\titfe «n^x 
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appear to him fo mean and contemptible, as at this 
infant. However, when he had read the letter, he 
uttered manv violent proteflations to her, that all 
which related to herfclf was abfolutely falfe. 

* I am convinced it is,' faid fhe. * I would not 

* have a fufpicion of the contrary for the world. laf- 

* furc you I had, till lafl night revived it in my me- 

* mory, alnioft forgot the letter j for, as I well knew 
' from whom it came, by her mentioning obligations 

* which fhe had conferred on you, and which you had 

* more than once fpoken to me of, I made large allow- 

* ances for the fituation you was then in ; and I was 
' the more fatisfied, as the letter itfelf, as well as 
' many other circumftances, convinced me the affair 

* was at an end.' 

Booth now uttered the mod extravagant expreflioos 
of admiration and fondnefs that his heart could didlate, 
and accompanied them with the warmed embraces. 
All which warmth and tendernefs fhe returned ; and 
tears of love and joy gulhed from both their eyes. So 
raviflied indeed were their hearts, that for fome time 
they both forgot the dreadful fituation of their affairs. 

This, however, was but a Ihort reverie. It foon re- 
curred to Amelia, that, though Ihc had the liberty of 
cleaving that houfe when fhe pleafed, fhe could not 
take her beloved hufband with her. This thooght 
Aung her tender hufband to the quick ; and fhe could 
not fo far command herfelf, as to refrain from many 
forrowful exclamations againft the kardfhip of their 
dcfliny ; but when fhe faw the effect they had upon 
Booth, fhe flifled her rifing grief, forced a little chcar- 
fulnefs into her countenance, and exerting all thcfpi- 
rits fhe could raife within herfelf, exprefTed her hopes 
of feeing a fpeedy end to their fufferings. She then 
afked her hufband what fhe fhould do for him, and to 
whom fhe fhould apply for his deliverance. 

* You know, my dear,' cries Booth, ' that the 

* doftor is to be in town fome time to-day. My hopes 
' of immediate redemption are only in him ; and if 

* that can be obtained, I make no doubt but of the 

* fuccefs of that affair which is in the hands of a gen- 

' tleaai> 
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eman who hath faithfully promifed, and In whofe 
ower I am fo well aflured it is , to ferve me.* 
Thus did this poor man fupport his hopes by a 
)endance on that ticket which he had fo dearly 
-chafed of one who pretended to manage the wheels 
:he great ftate lottery of preferment. A lottery in- 
.d, which hath this to recommend it^ that many 
)r wretches feed their imaginations with the pro- 
ftof a'prize during their whole lives, and never 
:over they have drawn a blank. 
Amelia, who was of a pretty fanguine temper, and 
s entirely ignorant of thefe matters, was full as eafy 
be deceived into hopes as her hufband; but in rea- 
/ at prefent (he turned her eyes to no diftant pro- 
*ft ; the defire of regaining her hufband's liberty 
ving engroffed her whole mind. 
While they were difcourfing on thefe matters, they 
ard a violent noife in the noufe, and immediately 
ter feveral perfons pafTed bv their door up (lairs to 
e apartmept over their heaa. This greatly terrified 
e gentle fpirit of Amelia, and fhe cried — * Good 
Heavens ! niy dear, mud I leave you in this horrid 
place ? I am terrified with a thouiand fears concern- 
ing you.* 

Booth endeavoured to comfort her, frying, that he 
13 in no manner of danger, and that he doubted not 
It that the dodor would foon be with him.—' And 
ftay, my dear,' cries he, ' now I recollcft, fuppofc 
you fhould apply to my old friend James j for I be- 
lieve you arc pretty well fatisfied, that your appre- 
henfions of him were groundlefs. J have no reafoa 
to think but that he would be as ready to ferve me. 
as formerly.* 

Amelia turned pale as afhes at the name of James^ 
id, inftead of making a diredl anfwer to her hufband, 
e laid hold of him, and cried, * My dear, I have 
one favour to beg of you, and I infift on your grant*. 
ing it me.' 

Booth readily fwore he would deny her nothing. 
' It is only this, my dear,' faid (he, * that, if that dc- 
tefted colonel comes, you will not fee him. Let thft 
people ofihehoufe tell him yoa axe uoiYiw^.* 

L 3 >^^ 
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* He knows nothing of my being here/ anfwered 
Booth ; * but why Ihould 1 refufe to fee him, if he 

* fhould be kind enough to come hither to me ? In- 

* deed^ my Amelia, you have taken a diflike to that 

* man without fufficient reafon.' 

* I fpeak not upon that account,' cries Amelia ; but 

* I have had dreams laft night about you two. Per- 

* haps you will laugh at my folly; but pray indulge 

* it. Nay, I infift on your promife of not denying 
« me.* 

' Dreams ! my dear creature,' anfwered he. * What 
' dream can you have had of us ?' 

* One too horrible to be mentioned,' replied ihe. 
' * I cannot think of it without horror ; and, un- 

* lefs you will promife me not to fee the colonel till I 
' return, I pofitively will never leave you.' 

* Indeed, my Amelia,* faid Booth, * I never knew 

* you unreafon'able before. How can a woman of your 

* fenfc talk of dreams ?' 

* Suffer me to be once at leaft unreafonable,' faid 
Amelia ; ' as you are fo good-natured to fay I am not 

* often fo. Confider, what I have lately fuffercd, and 
' how weak my fpirits muft be at this time.' 

As Booth was going to fpeak, the bailiff without 
any ceremony entered the room ; and cried, ' N6 of- 

* fence, I hope, madam ; my wife, it feems, did not 

* know you; She thought the captain had a mind fof 

* abitpfflefli by the bye. But I have quieted all 

* matters : for I know you very well ; I have feen thai 
' handfome face many a time^ when I have beenwait- 

* ing upon the captain formerly. No offence, I hope^ 

* madam ; but if my wife was as handfome as you are 

* -—I fhould not look for worfe goods abroad.' 
Booth conceived fomedifpleafureat this fpeech; but 

lie did not think proper to exprefs more than a piih» 
. ^— ^And then aiked the bailiff what was the meaning 
of the noife they heard juft now. 

* I know of no noife,' anfwered the bailiff. ' Some 
' of my men have been catrvlu^ a piece of bad lug- 

' ^age up flairs ; a poor t^Ac^X a)^2X \t^\^^\ 'C«a law 
^ and juflice ; fo 1 ga>je Vv\m ?l cvjlX. ot vw^a vi\\^ ^V-k^- 
' ger. If they ChaU prove mox).^\,Ve^sx>x^^^^^^'^- 
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felf for it. If a man will not behave like a gentle- 
man to an officer, he muft take the confequence ; 
but I muft {:\y that for you, captain, you behav^e 
your felf like a gentleman ; and therefore I fhall al- 
ways ufe you as fuch ; and I hope you will find bail 
foon with all my heart. This is but a paultry fum to 
what the lalt was ; and I do afTure you, there is no- 
thing elfe again ft you in the office.* 
The latter part of the bailiff's fpeech fomewhat 
romforted Amelia, who had been a little frightened . 
)y the former ; and fhe foon after took leave of her 
lufband, to go in queft of the dodlbr, who, as Ame- 
ia had heard that morning, w^s expefled in town that 
^ery day, which was fomewhat fooner than he had in- 
x^nded at his departure. 

Before (he went, however, fhe left a ftrift charge 
vith the bailiff, who ufhered her very civilly down 
lairs, that if one Colonel James came there to enquire 
For her hufband, he fhould deny that he was there. 

She then departed ; and the bailiff immediately' 
rave a very ftrift charge to his wife, his maid, and his 
bllowers, that if one Colonel James, or any one from 
lim, fhould enquire after the captain, they fhould 
et him know he had the captain above flairs : for he 
loobted hot but that the colonel was one of Booth's 
reditors ; and he hoped for a fecond bail bond by his 
Beans. 

CHAP. III. 

Containing matter pertinent to the hijiory. 

A M E L I A, in her way to the doftor's, determi- 
rV'ned juft to flop at her own lodgings, which lay 
little out of the road, and to pay a momentary viflt' 
) her children. 

This was fortunate eneugh ; Tor had fhe called at 
le doftor's houfe, fhe would have heard nothing of 
im, which would have caufed in her fome alarm and 
\fappointment ; for the dodlor was fet do>Nt^ 2l\.'^\^. 
'kinfon's, w'Aere he was direaed to AmcVv^* ^ \ci^^- 
s, to which he went before he calUd ax.\iv^ w^% 
L 4. «sA 
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and here Amelia now found him playing with her two 
children. 

The do£lor had been a little furprifed at not find- 
ing Amelia at home> nor any one that could give an 
account of her. He was now more furprifed to fee 
her come in fuch a drefs, and at the diforder which 
he very plainly perceived in her pale and melancholy 
countenance. He addreffed her firfl (for, indeed, flie 
was in no great hafte to fpeak) and cried ' My dear 

* child, what is the matter? where is yourhufband? 
' fbme mifchief, I am afraid, hath happened to him in 

* my abfence.* 

* Oh, my dear doftor,' anfwered Amelia, * fart 

* fome good angel hath fent you hither. My poor 

* Will is arretted again. I left him in the moil mife- 
'. rable condition in the very houfe whence your good- 

* nefs fotmerly redeemed him.' 

* Arretted !' cries the doftor. * Then it mutt be 

* for fome very inconiiderable trifle.* 

' I wifh it was,' faid Amelia ; ^ but it is for no left 
^ than fifty pound.* 

' Then,' cries the dodor, * he hath been dittngenuoui 
' with me. He told me, he did not owe ten pounds 

* in the world for which he was liable to be fuea/ 

^ 1 know not what to fay,' cries Amelia. • ladeedf 

* I am afraid to tell you the truth.* 

« How! child,* faid the doftor . * I hope yo* 

* will never difguife it to any one, efpecially to me. 

* Any prevarication, I promife you, will forfeit my 

* friendfhip for ever/ 

* I will tell you the whole,* cries Amelia, * and j 
' rely entirely on your goodnefs.* She then related | 
the gaming ftory, not forgetting to fet in the f ulleft ' 
light, and to lay the ftrongeft erophafis on, his promife 
never to play again. 

The doftor fetched a deep figh when he had heard 
V Amelia's relation, and cried, * I am forry, child, for 
« the fhare you are to partake in your hufband's fufier- 
. • ings 1 but as for bitiv, I really think he deferves no 
' compaflion. You{a7,\vc\v^xV^\OTKv^^^\iR.N^x toijlay 
-* aeain; but 1 tou(1 te\\ ^Qvx>^^^^^^'^^^>^^^^'^'^ ^"^^^^^^ 
f to me already ; £ox 1 \x^^ \.^^x^V^^^ ^^^^f \^ 
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* difted to this vice, and had given him fufficient cau- 
' tion againft it. Yoa will confider, child, I am al- 

* ready pretty largely engaged for him, every farthing ' 

* of which^ I am fenfible, 1 muft pay. You know I would 

* go to the utmoft verge of prudence to ferve you ;J)ut 

* I muft not exceed my ability, which is not very 

* great ; and I have feveral families on my hands, 
' who are by misfortune alone brought to want. I do 

* a^ure you, I cannot at prefent anfwer for fuah a fum 
' as this, without diftreffing my own circum dances.' 

* Then Heaven have mercy upon us all,* criei 
Amelia ; * for we have no other friend on earth— My 

* hufband is undone ; and thefe poor little wretches 

* muft be ftarved.' __ . 
The doctor caft his eyes on the children, and then 

cried ' I hope not fo. I told you I muft diftrefs 

* my circumftances, and I will diftrefs them this once 

* on your account, and on the account of thefe poor 

* little babes But things muft not go on any longer 

' in this way You muft take an heroic refolution. 

* I will hire a coach for you to-morrow morning, 

* which (hall carry you all down to my parfonage- 

* houfe. There you fhall have my proteftion, till 

* fomething can be done for your huft)and ; of which, 
' to be plain with you, I at prefent fee no likeli- 

* hood.' 

Amelia fell upon her knees in an ecftafy of thankf- 
giving to the dodlor, who immediately raifed her up 
and placed her in her chair. She then recollected 
hcrfelf ?ind faid — * Oh ! my worthy friend, I have ftill 

* another matter to mention to you, in which I muft 

* have both your advice and affiftance. My foul blufhes 

* to give you all this trouble ; but what other friend 
' have I ?■ indeed, what other friend could I apply 

* to fo properly on fuch an oceaiion ?* 

The doftor, with a very kind voice and counte- 
nance, defired her to fpeak. She then faid — * Oh ! fir, 

* that wicked colonel, whom I have mentioned to you 
' formerly, hath picked fome quarrel with my huiband 

* (for (he did not think proper to mention the caufe), 

* and hath fen t him a. challenge. U c^m^ X.Q tcoj Vaxv^ 

h 5 '^ "^-^^ 
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' laft night, after he was arretted ; 1 opened and 
' read it.' 

* Give it me child,' faid the do6lor. 

She anfwered ihe had burnt it ; as was indeed true. 

* But I remember it was an appointment to meet at 
' fword and piftol this morning at Hyde-Park.'. 

* Make yourfelf eafy, my dear child,' cries the doc- 
tor, ' I wili take care to, prevent any mifchief.' 

* But confider, my dear fir,' faid ihe, * this is a 
•' tender matter. My hufband's honour is to be prc- 

* ferved as well as his life.' 

' And fo is his foul, which ought to be the deareft 
' of all things,' cries the doftor. * Honour ! nonfenfe. 
' Can honour didate to him to difobey the exprefs 
' commands of his Maker, in compliance with a cuf- 
^ tom ellabliftied by a fet of blockheads, founded oa 

* falfe principles of virtue, in direft oppoiition to the 

* plain and pofitive precepts of religion, and tending 

* manifeftly to give a fandion to ruffians, and proted* 

* them in all the ways of impudence and villainy?' 

* All this, I believe, is very true,' cries Amelia ; 

* but yet you know, do£lor, the opinion of the world.' 

* You talk fimply, child,' cries the dodor. * What 

* is the opinion of the world, oppofed to religion and 
' virtue? b^ut you are in the wrong. It is not the 
' opinion of the world ; it is the opinion of the idle> 

* ignorant, and profligate. It is impoflible it fhould 

* be the opinion of one man«vof fenfe, who is in earndl 
^ in his belief of our religion. Chiefly indeed it hath 

. ' been upheld by the nonfenfe of womea, who, either 

, * from their extreme cowardice, and defire of pro- 

* te£lion, or, as Mr. B ay le thinks, from their exceflivc 

* vanity, have been always forward to countenance a 

* fet of heftors and bravpes, tnd to defpife all men 

* of modefty and fobriety ; though thefe are often, at 

* the bottom, not only the better^ but the braver 

* men.' 

' You know, doftor,' cries Amelia, ' I have never ' 

* prefuraed to argue with you ;' your opinion is to mc 

* always- inftruflion, and your word a law.* 

*• Indeed, child,' cries the dodor, * I know you arc 

* a good woman ; and yet I muft obferve to you, that 

« thii 
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ery defirc of feeding the paffion of female va- 
/ith the heroifm of her man, old Homer ieems 
kc the charaderifticof a badandloofe woman, 
troduces Helen upbraiding her gallant with" 
5 quitted the fight, and left the vidory toMe- 
i, and feeming to be.forry that fhe had left her 
nd, only becaufe he was the better duellift of 
'o ; but in how different a light doth he repre- 
le tender and chafte love of Andromache to 
Drthy H^dor 1 fhe difTuades him from expofing 
If to danger, even in a juft caufe. This is in- 
I weaknefi ; but it is an amiable one, and be- 
g the true feminine charader ; but a woman, 
Qt of heroic vanity (for fo it is) would hazard 
ily the life, but the foul too of herhufband in 
, is a monlkr, and ought to be painted in no 
:harafter than that of a Fury.* 
"are you, dodlor/ cries Amelia, * I never faw 
itter in the odious light, in which you have 
eprefented it, before. I am afhamed to re- 
wh^t I have formerly faid on this fubjedt.-— 
et whilft the opinion of the world is as it is, 
)uld wifh to comply as far as poilible— efpe- 
as my hufband is an officer of the army. If 
be done therefore with fafety to his ho- 

in honour!' cries the dodlor. * Indeed I will 

Per that noble word to be fo bafcly and barba- 

Droftituted. I have known fome of thefe men 

our, as they call themfelves, tp be the mofl 

rafcals in the univerfe.' 

I, I alk your pardon,' faid fhe.-r— * Reputation 

f you pleafe — or any other word you like bet- 

m know my meaning very well.' 

know your meaning,' cries the dodldr, * and 

knew it a great while ago. The next time 

your friend Mrs. Atkinfon, afk her what it 
de Dido fall in love with jEneas.* 

dear fir,' faid Amelia, ' do not rally me 
^rcifullyj think where my' poor hufband is 

L 6 'He 
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• He IS,' anfwered the dodor, * where I will pre- 

* fently be with him. In the mean time, do you pack 

* up every thing in order for your journey to-morrow ; 
' for, if you are wife, you will not truft your haf- 
' band. a day longer in this town-~therefore to pack- 

* ing— ^' 
Amelia promifed fhe would — though indeed ihe 

wanted not any warning for her journey on this ac- 
count ; for when fhe packed up herfelf in the coach, 
ihe packed up her all. However, ihe did not think 
proper to mention this to the dodor ; for as he was now 
in pretty good humour, fhe did not care to venture 
again difcompofing his temper. 

The dodior then fet out for Gray*s-Inn Lane ; and, 
as foon as he was gone, Amelia began to confiderof 
her incapacity to take a journey in her prefent fitua- 
tion, without even a clean fhift. At laft fhe refolved, 
as ihe was pofTefTed of feven guineas and a half, to go 
to her friend and redeem fome of her own and her 
hufband's linen out of captivity : indeed juft fo much, 
as would render it barely pofUble for them to go oat ^ 
€>f town with any kind of decency. And this refolu- 
tion fhe immediately executed. 

As foon as fhe had finifhed her bufinefs with the 
pawnbroker (if a man who lends under thirty per 
cent, dcferves that name) he faid to her, * Pray, ma- 
' dam, did you know that man who was here yeflcr- 

* day, when you brought the pidure ?' Amelia an- 
fwered in the negative. ' Indeed, madam,' faid the 
broker, * he knows you, though he did not recollcft 

* you while you was here, as your hood was drawn 

* over your face ; but the moment you was gone, he 

* begged to look at the pidure, which I, thinking no 

* harm, permitted. He had fcarce looked upon it, 

* when he cried out — " By heaven and earth, it is her 
•' pidlure I" He then afked me if I knew you— Indeed, 

* fays I, I never faw the lady before.' 

In this lafl particular, however, the pawnbroker a 
little favoured of his profeflion, and made a fmall de- 
viation from the truth : for when the man had afked 
him if he knew theUdy, \v^ ?iy^^v4W^^ ^^ ^^& <amc 
jpoor undone woman, wYio\i2i^ ^v«iw^ ^Vtx 5^s«:^ 

5 



Chap, nf: AMELIA. Ug. 

to kim the day before ; and I fuppofe, fays he, this 
pi^are is the laft of her goods and chattels. This hint 
we thought proper to give the reader, as it may chance 
to be material. 

Amelia anfwered coldly, that fhe had taken fo very 
little notice of the man, that fhe fcarce remembered 
be was there. 

* I aiTure you, madam,' fays the pawnbroker, ^ he 

* hath taken very great notice of you ; for the man 

* changed countenance upon what I faid, and pre-. 
' fently after begged me to give him a dram. Oho ! 

* thinks I to myfelf, are you thereabouts ? I would 

* not be fo much in love with fome folks, as fome 
*■ people are, for more intereft than I ihall ever make 

* of a thou fand pound.' 

Amelia blufhed, and faid, w\th fome peevifhnefs, 
that fhe knew nothing of the man ; but f\ippofed he 
was fome impertinent fellow or other. 

* Nay, madam,' anfwered the pawnbroker, * I af- 
' fure you he is not worthy your regard. He is a poor 

* wretch, and I believe I am pofTefTed of mofl of his 
' moveables. However, I hope you are nbt offended ; 

* for, indeed, he faid no harm ; but he was very 

* ftrangely difordered, that is the truth of it.* 
Amelia was very defirous of putting an end to this 

converfation, and altogether as eager to return to her 
children ; fhe therefore bundled up her things as faft 
as fhe could, and calling for a hackney-coach, dire6l. 
ed the coachman to her lodgings, and bid him drive 
her home with all hade he could. 

CHAP. IV. 

Im which Dr. Harrifon vifits Colonel James* 

TH E doftor, when he left Amelia, intended to 
go diredly to Booth ; but he preA^ntly chang- 
ed his mind, and determined ftril to call on the co« 
lonei, as he thought it was proper to put an end to 
^t matter, before he gave Booth his liberty* 
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The dodlor found t|ie two colonels, James and 
Bath, together. They both received him very civilly ; 
ibr James was a very well-bred man ; and Bath always 
ihewed a particular refpedl to the clergy, he being 
indeed a perfect good Chrillian, except in the articles 
of fighting and fwearing. 

Our divine fat forae time without mentioning the 
ftibjedt of his errand, in hopes that Bath would go 
away ; but when he found no likelihood of that (for 
indeed Bath was of the two much the mofl pleafed 
with his company) he told James that he had fome- 
thing to fay to him relating to Mr. Booth, which he 
believed he might fpeak before his brother. 

* Undoubtedly, fir,' faid James ; ' for there can be 

* nofecrets between us which my brother may not hear.* 

* I come then to you, fir,' faid thedoftor, * from the 
^ moft unhappy woman in the world, to whofe afflic- 

* tions you have very greatly and very cruelly added, 

* by fending a challenge to her hu^jand, which hath 
■' very luckily fallen into her hands ; for had the man, 

* for whom you defigned it, received it, I am afraid 

* you would not have feen me upon this occafion.' 

* If I writ fuch a letter to Mr. Booth, fir,' faid 
James, ' you may be afiured I did not expedl thisvifit 
' in anfwer to it.* 

* I do not think you did,' cries the do£lor j * but 
« you have great reafon to thank Heaven for ordering 

* this matter contrary to your expedations. I know 
^ not what trifle may have drawn this challenge from 

* you ; but, after what I have fome reafon to know of 

* you, fir, 1 mull plainly tell you, that, if you had 

* added to your guilt already committed againft this 
' man that of having his blood upon your hands, your 
^ foul would have become as black as hell itfelf.* 

' Give me leave to fay,* cries the colonel, ' this is 

' a language which I am not ufed to hear ; and if 

.* your cloth was not your protection, you fhould not 

* give it me with impunity. After what you know of 

* me, fir ! What do you prefume to know of me to 

* my difad vantage ?' 

* You fay my cloth is my protedlion, colonel,* an- 
Hvercd the dodtor, * therefor^ pray lay afide your an- 

* ^er; 
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' ger ; I do not come with any deiGiga of affronting or 

* offending you, — * 

* Very well,' cries Bath, * that declaration is fuffi- 
' cient from a clergyman, let him fay what ho 

* pleafes.' 

* Indeed, fir,' fays the 4oftor, very mildly, * I con- 

* fult equally the good of you both, and, in a- fpiri- 
' tual fenfe, more efpecially yours ; for you know yo» 

* have injured this poor man,* . 

* So far on the contrary,' cries James, * that I have 

* been his greateft benefador ; I fcorn to upbraid 
*■ him ; but you force me to it. Nor have I ever dono 

* him the leafl injury.' "^ 

' Perhaps not,' faid the dodor ; ' I will alter what 

* I have faid."— But for this I apply to your honour 

* — ^Have you not intended him an injury, the very 

* intention of which cancels every obligation ?' 

' How, fir,* ^fwered the colonel — * What do yoa 

* mean V ■ ' ' 

* My meaning,' replied the dodlor, ' is alraoft too 

* tender to mention— Come, colonel, examine yout 

* own heart ; and then anfwer me on your honour, if 

* you have not intended to do him the highefl wrong 

* which one man can do another.' 

* I do not know what you mean by the queftion,* 
anfwered the colonel. 

* D — n me, the queftion'is very tranfparent,' cries 
Bath. * From any other man it would be an affront 
' with the flrongeft emphaiis, but from one of thedoc- 

* tor's cloth it demands a categorical anfwer.* 

* I am not a papitt, fir,' anfwered Colonel James> 
' nor am I obliged to confefs to my prieft. But if yoa 

* have any thing to fay, fpeak openly— for I do not 
' underffand your meaning.' 

* I have explained my meaning to you already,* 
faid the doftor, * in a letter I wrote to you on the fub- 

* jedl — a fubjed which I am forry I fhould have any oc- 

* caiion to write upon to a Chrillian.* 

* I do remember now,' cries the colonel, * that I 

* received a very impertinent letter, fomething like a 

* fermon, againft adultery ; but I did not expedl to 
' hear the author own it to my face.' 

' That 
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' That brave man then, fir/ anfwered the dodor, 

* ftands before you, who dares own he wrote that let- 
' ter, and dares affirm too, that it was writ on a jufL 
^ and flrong foundation. But if the hardnefs of your 

* heart could prevail on you to treat my good inten- 
'« tion with contempt and fcorn, what, pray, could in- 

* duce you to fhew it, nay, to give it Mr. Booth ? 

* What motive could you have for that, aniefs you 
' meant to infult him, and to provoke your rival to 

* give you that opportunity of putting him out of the 

* world, which you have fince wickedly fought by 

* your challenge ?* 

* I give him the letter I' faid the colonel. 

* Yes, fir,* anfwered the dodor, * he ihewed me 
' th« letter, and affirmed that you gave it him at the 

* mafquerade.' 

* He is a lying rafcal then,' faid the colonel, very 
paflionately. * I fcarce took the trouble of reading the 

* letter, and lofl it out of my pocket.' 

Here Bath interfered, and explained this affair in 
the manner in which it happened, and with which the 
reader is already acquainted. He concluded by great 
eulogiums on the performance, and declared it was 
one of the moil enthufiaftic (meaning, perhaps, eccle- 
fiafHc) letters that ever was written. * And d — n me,* 
fays he, * if I do not refpeft the author with the ut- 
' moft emphafis of thinking.' 

The dodor now recolleSed what had paffed with 
Booth, and perceived he had made a miftake of one 
colonel for another. This he prefently acknowledged 
to Colonel James, and faid that the miAake had been 
his, and not Booth's. 

Bath now colle£led all his gravity and dignity, as 
he called it, into his countenance, and addreffing 
himfelf to James, faid — * And was that letter writ to 

* you, brother ? — I hope you never deferved any fuf- 

* picion of this kind.' 

* Brother,' cries James, ' I am accountable to my- 
' felf for my aflions, and (hall not render an account 
' either to you or that gentleman.' 

' As to me, brotVver,' wi^vj^t^^ "^^^^ * ^<^^ (a^ 
^ right j but 1 think tVas g^tn^^xaasL Tsa.-^ c^-^^^vi 
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* an account; nay, I think it is his duty fo to do. And 

* let me tell you, brother, there is one much greater 
' than he to whom you mufl give an account. Mrs. 
' Booth is really a fine woman, a lady of moft impe- 

* rious and majeHic prefence. I have heard you often 

* fay, that you liked her; and if you have quarrelled 
' with her hufband upon this account, by all the dig* 
*~ nity of man, I think you ought to afk his pardon.' 

' Indeed, brother,' cries James, * I can bear this 

* no longer — you will make me angry prefently.' 

* Angry I brother James,' cries Bath — * angry !— -I 

' love you, brother, and have obligations to you. I ' 

* will fay no more— but I hope you know I do not 

* fear making any man angry.' 

James anfwered he knew it well ; and then the 
Sodor apprehending that while he was Hopping up 
6ne breach, he ihould make another, prefently in* 
terfered, and turned, the difcourfe back to Booth* 

* You tell me, iir,' faid he to James, • that mygoWn 
^ is my prote^ion ; let it then at leaft proted me where 

* I have had no defign in offending ; where I have 

* confulted your higheft welfare, as in truth I did in 
' writing this letter. And if you did not in the leaft 
' deierve any fuch fufpicion, ftill you have no caufe 

* for refentment. Caution againft iin, even to the 

* innocent, can never be unwholefome.' But this I 

* a£are you, whatever anger you have to me, you 

* can have none to poor Booth, who was entirely 

* ignorant of my writing to you, and who, I am 

* certain, never entertained the leaft fufpicion of you j 
f on the contrary, reveres you with the higheft 

* efteem, and love, and gratitude. Let me therefore 

* reconcile all matters between you, and bring you 

* together before he hath even heard of this chal- 
^ lenge.' 

* Brother,* cries Bath, ^ I hope I fhall not make 

* you angry— I He when I fay fo ; for I am indifferent ' 

* to any man's anger— Let me be an acceffary to 

* what the dodlor hath faid. I think I rnay be trufted 

' with matters of this nature ; and \t \s ^ \\\.\\ft >w^«^xAl 
' that, if you intended to fend a c\va\\e\v^e» ^ovx ^^^. 
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' not make me the bearer. But, indeed, as to what 

* appears^to me, this matter may be vtry well made 

* up ; and as Mr. Booth doth not know of the chal- 

* lenge, I don't fee why he ever fhould, any more 

* than your giving him the lie jaft now ; but that he 
*■ 'ftiall never have from me, nor, I believe, from thi$ 

* gentleman ; for, indeed, if he fliould, it would be 

* incumbent upon him to cut your throat.' 
* Lookee, dodlor,' faid James, *'I do not deferve ' 

* the unkind fufpicion you juft now threw out againft 
' me. I never thiriled after any man's blood ; and as 

* for what hath paffed, lince this difcovery hath hap- 
' pened, I may perhaps not think it worth my while 

* to trouble myfelf any more about it.* 

The doctor was not contented with * perhaps ;' he in- 
£fled on a £rm promife, to be bound with the colo- 
nePs honour. This at length his obtained, and then 
departed well fatisfied. 

In fa6l, the colonel was afhamed to avow the real 
caufe of the quarrel to this good man, or, indeed, to 
Jiis brother Bath, who would not only have condemn- 
ed him equallv with the dodor, but would poffibly 
bave quarrelled with him on his fitter's account, whom* 
ms the reader moft have obftrved, he loved above all 
things ; and, in plain truth, though the colonel wis a 
' brave man, and dared to fight, yet he was ahogether 
as willing to let it alone ; and this made him now land 
then give a little way to the wrongheadednefs of colo- 
nel Bath, who, with all the other principles of honour 
and hunianity, made no more of cutting the throat of 
9 man upon any of his pundilio's, than a batcher dotK . 
of killing fheep. 

CHAP. V. 

What paffed at the bailifs boufe. 

THE do6tor now fet forwards to his friend Booth, 
and as he pad by the door of liis attorney in the 
way, he called upon Kim, and took him with him. 
Tiie meeting between Yi\m?jv^^Q^>iJ8vTi^^^T«i\\ifc?rL- 
oatiared on. The doaor wa^ t^iVVj ^xi^x^ , ^sA^%sk^ 
Ae deferred his Ic^ute to amo« ^yo^^t c.^>gcsecc.T.v^^ 
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yet, as he was no di/Tembler (indeed, he was incapable 
of any difguife), he could not put on a (hew of that 
heartinefs with which he had formerly ufed to receive 
his friend. 

Booth at laA began himfelf in the following man« 
ner : * Do£lor, I am really afhamed to fee you ; and 

* if you knew the confulion of my foul on this occa- 

* fion, I am fure you would pity rather than upbraid 

* me — And yet I can fay with great fincerity, I rejoice 

* in this laft inftance of my Ihame, fince I am like to 
** reap the moftfolid advantage from it.' I'he dodor 
fiared at this, and Booth thus proceeded : ^ Since I 

* have been in this' wretched place, I have employed 

* my time almofl entirely in reading over a feries of 

* fermons, which are contained in that book,' (ihean- 
ing Dr. Barrow's works, which then lay on the tabic 
before him), * in proof of the Chrillian religion, and 
' {o good an effedhave they had upon me, that I ihall, 
' I believe, be the better man for them as long as I 
^ live. I have not a doubt (for I 6wn I*have had 

* fuch), which remains now unfatisfied. — If ever an 

* angel might be thought to guide the pen of a wri- 
\ ter, furely the pen of that great and good man had 

* fuch an ajQiilant.' The dodor readily concurred ia 
the praifes of Dr. Barrow, and added — *~ You fay you 

* have had your doubts, young gentleman ; indeed, 

* I did not know that — And pray, what were your 

* doubts?' ' Whatever they were, fir,' faid Booth, 

* they are now fatisfied, as I believe thofe of every 

* impartial and fenfible reader will be, if he will, with 

* due attention, r^ad over thefe excellent fermons.' 

* Very well,* anfwered the dodor, * though I have 

* converfed, I find, with a falfe brother hitherto, I 
' am glad you are reconciled to truth at laft, and I 

* hope your future faith will have fome influence on 

* your future life.' * I need not tell you, iir,* replied 
Booth, ' that will always be the cafe, where faith is 
< lincere, as I afTure you mine is. Indeed, 1 never 

* was a rafh difbeliever ; my chief doubt was founded 

* on this^ that as men appeared IQ mt to ^Qk «tc^vt^Vi 

' from ^heir palUons, their a&lous toviViWw^N^ Tviv^^'t 
r merit nor demerit,' 'A very viOXt\i^ C^wi^>xtoKV\x>aN:\J 
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cries the doclor ; * bat if men aft, as I believe they 

* do, from their paffiotis, it would be fair to conclude 

* that religion to be true, which applies immediately 
' to the llrongeft of thefe paflions, hope and fear, 

* chuiing rather to rely on its rewards and punifh- 

* ments, than on that native beauty of virtue which 

* fome of the antient philofophcrs thought proper to 

* recommend to their difciples. — But we will defer 

* this difcourfe till another opportunity ; at prefcnt, 

* as the devil hath thought proper to fet you free, I 

* will try if I can prevail on the bailiff to do the fame.* 
The doftor had really not fo much money in town 

AS Booth's debt amounted to, and therefore, though 
he would otherwife very willingly have paid it, he 
was forced to give bail to the adlion. For which pur- 
pofe, as the bailiff was a man of great form, he was 
obliged to get another perfon to be bound with him. 
This perfon, however, the attorney undertook to pro- 
cure, and immediately fet out in queft of him. 

During his aVence, the bailiff came into the room, 
and addrelTing himfelf to the doftor, faid, ' I think, 

* fir, your name is Dr. Harrifon.' The doftor im- 
mediately acknowledged his name. Indeed, the bai* 
Jiff had feen it to a bail-bond before. ** Why thea, 

* fir,* faid the bailiff, * there is a man above in a dying 

* condition, that defires the favour of fpeaking to you; 

* I believe he wants you to pray by him.* 

The bailiff himfelf was not more ready to execntf 
his ofHce on all occafions for his fee than the do&ot 
was to execute his for nothing. Without making any 
further enquiry therefore into the condition of the 
man, he immediately went up flairs. 

As foonas the bailiff returned down flairs, which 
was immediately after he had lodged the dodor in the 
room. Booth had the curiofity to afk him who this man 
was. * Why, I don't know much of him,' faid the 
bailiff. * I had him once in cuftody before now ; I rc- 
' member, it was when your honour was here lafl; 
' and now I remember too, he faid, then, he knew 

* your honour very well. Indeed, I had fome opi- 

* nion of him at that time ; for he fpent his nu>- 
^ ncy very much like % ^etv.>\^tfiv^xi \ Wi 1 kave 
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difcovered .fince, that he is a poor fellow, and 

worth nothing. He is a mere fhy cock. I have 

had the ftuiF about me this week, and could never 

get at him till this morning ; nay, I don't believe we 

ihould ever have found out his lodgings, had it not 

been for the attorney that was here juft now, who" 

gave us information. And fo we took him this 

morning by a comical way enough. For we dreffed 

up one of my men in women's cloaths, who told the 

people of the houfe, that he was his filler juft come 

to town : for we were told by the attorney, that he 

had fuch a fifter, upon which he was let up ftairs ; 

and fokept the door a-jar till I and another rulhed in. 

Let me tell you, captairi, there are as good ftrata- 

gems made ufe of in our bufmefs as any in the army. 

'But pray, fir,' faid Booth, * did not you tell me 

this morning that the poor fellow was defperately 

wounded ; nay, I think you told the dodlor that he 

^ was a dying man ?' e 

* I had like to have forgot that,' cries the bailiff. 
' —Nothing would ferve the gentleman but that he 
' muft make jefiftance, and he gave my man a blow 
' with a ftick ; but 1 foon quieted him, by giving him 
' a wipe or two with a hanger. Not that I believe I 
' have done his bufinefs neither ; but the fellow is 

faint-hearted, and the furgeon, I fancy, frightens 

-him more than he need. But however, let the 

worft come to the worft, the law is all on my iide, 
and it is only /e fendendo. The attorney that was 
here juft now told me fo, and bid me fear nothing : 
for that he would ftand my friend, and undertake 
the caufe ; and he is a devilifti good one at a de- 
fence at the Old-Bailey, I promife you. 1 have 
known him bring off feveral that every body thought 
would have been hanged.' 

* But fuppofe you ftiould be acquitted,'' faid Booth ; 
would not the blood of this poor wretch lie a littU 
heavy at your heart ?' 

* Why ihould it, captain ?* faid the bailiff. * Is it 
not all done in a lawful way ? why will people refift 
the law when they know the confequence ? To be 
fare^ if a man was to kill another in aw utlV^hi^'^V 
maaner as it were, and what the Uw c^W^ mvxt\<cx^ 
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* that is quite and clear another thing. I fhould not 
' care to be convided of murder any more than ano- 

* ther man. Why now, captain, you have been 

* abroad in. the wars, they tell me, and to be fure muft 

* have killed men in your time. Pray, was you ever 
' afraid afterwards of feeing their ghofts r' 

• That is a different affair,' cries Booth ; ' but I 

* would not kill a man in cold blood for all the world. 
' There is no difference at all, as I can fee,' cries 

^the bailiff. ' One is as much in the way of bufinefs 

* as the other. When gentlemen behave themfelvei 

* like unto gentlemen, I know how to treat them at 

* fuch as well as any officer the king hath.— « And - 

* when they da not, why they muft take what follows, 

* and the law doth not call it murder.' 

Booth very plainly faw the bailiff had fquared his 
confcience exadly according to law, and that he ^ould 
not eafily fubvert his way of thinking. He therefore 
gave up the caufe, and defired the bailiff to expedite 
the bonds, which he promifed to do, faying, lie hoped 
he had ufed him with proper civility this time, if he 
had not the laft, and that he fhould be remembered 
for it. 

But before We clofe this chapter, we fhall endeavoar 
to fatisfy an enquiry which may arife in our mofl: fa- 
vourite readers (for fo are the mofl curious) how it 
came to pafs that fuch a perfon as was Dr. Harrifon 
ihould employ fuch a fellow as this Murphy. 

The cafe then was thus. This Murphy had been , 
clerk to an attorney in the very fame, town in which 
the'dodor lived, and when he was out of his time, 
had fet up with a charafter fair enough, and had mar- 
ried a maid fervant of Mrs. Harris, by which means 
\it had ail the bufinefs to which that lady and her ' 
friends, in which number was the dodlor, could rcr , 
commend him. 

Murphy went on with his bufinefs, and thrived very 
well, till he happened to make an unfortunate flip,' 
in which he was detefted by a brother of the fame call- 
ing. But though we call this by the gentle name of a 
flip, iff refpedl to its being fo extremely common, it 
ivas a xn^ter in wVicb. tVvc \vw > \i Sx W\ wtx ^omc to 
5 vx 
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its ears, would have pafTed a very fevtrt cenfure, be« 
ijig, indeed, no lefs than perjury and iubornation of 
perjury. 

This brother attorney being a very good-natured 
man, and unwilling to befpatter his own profeffion, 
and confidering, perhaps, that the confequence did in 
no wife affed the public, who had no manner of in- 
tereft in the alternative, whether A. in whom the 
right was, or B. to whom Mr. Murphy, by the meai|S 
aiSrefaid, had transferred it, fucceeded in an adlion. 
We mention this particular, becaufe, as this brother 
attorney was a very violent party man, and a pro- 
feiTed ftickler for the public, to fiifFer any injury to 
have been done to that, would have been highly in- ^ 
confluent with his principles. 

This gentleman, therefore, came to Mr. Murphy, 
and after fhewing him that he had. it in his power to 
convid him of the aforefaid crime, very generouily 
told him that he had not the lead delight in bringine 
any man to deflrudlion, nor th^ leait animoiity againft 
him. All that he inMed upon, was, that he would 
not live in the fame town or country with one who 
had been guilty of fuch an adion. He then told IVir. 
Murphy that he would keep the fecret on two conditio 
ens ; the one was, that he immediately quitted that 
country ; the other was, that he fhould convince hi^ ' 
he deferved this kindnefs by his gratitude, and that 
Murphy fhould transfer to the other all the bjiiineft 
which he then had in thofe parts, and to which he 
could poffibly recommend him. 

It is the obfervation of a very wife man, that it is a 
very common exercife of wifdom in this world, of two 
evils to chufe the lead. The reader therefore cannot 
ddubt but that Mr. Murphy complied with the alterna- 
tive propofed by his kind brother, and accepted the 
terms on which fecrecy was to be obtained. 

This happened while the dodor was abroad ; and 
with all this, except the departure of Mr. Murphy» 
not only the dodor, but the whole town (fave hit 
aforefaid brother alone) were to this day unac- 
quainted« . - - , 
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The dodor, at his return, heanng that Mr. Morphy 
was gone, applied to the other attorney in his afFairs, 
who llill employed this Murphy as his agent in town, 
partly perhaps out of good- will to him^ and partly 
from the recommendation of Mifs Harris. ; for as he 
had married a fervant of the family ,. and a ^particular 
favourite of her's, there can be no wonder that ihe, 
who was entirely ignorant of the afiair above related, 
as well as of his condnfl in town, ihould continue her 
favour to him. It will appear therefore, I apprehend, 
no longer ih-ange, that the dodor, who had feen this 
man but three times iince his removal to town, and 
then converfed with him only on bufmefs, fhould re- 
main as ignorant of his life and charader, as a man 
generally is of the charadler of the hackney-coach- 
man who drives him. Nor doth it refled more on the 
honour or underltanding of the dodor under thefe cir- 
cumiiances to employ Murphy, than it would if he 
had been driven about the town by a thief or i 
Biurderer. 

C H A-P. VI. 

What pajjfeii between the dodor and the Jick man, 

WE left the dodor in the lail chapter with the 
wounded man, to whom the dodor, in a very 
gentle voice, fpoke as follows : 

' I am forry, friend, to fee you in this fituation, 

• and -am very ready to give. you any comfort or aflill- 

• ancc within my power.* 

* I thank you kindly, dodor,' faid the man. * In- 
' deed, I fhould not have prefumed to have fcnt to 
*. you, had 1 not known your charader : for though I 
' believe I am not at all known to you, I have lived ' 
' many years in that town where you yourfelf had a 

• houfe : my name is Robinfon. I ufed to write for 
< the attorn ies in thofe parts, and I have been em- 

• ployed on your bufinefs in my time.' 

' I do not recoiled you, nor your name,' faid th^ 
dodor ; * but confider, friend, your moments art 
' f recioui^ and yout Wui^^%> 9J& 1 ^sst voLformed* i« 
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^ to offer op yoor pravers to that great being, l>efore 
' whom you are (hortly to appear.— -But firft, let me 
' exbort yott eameftly to a moil ferious re|>6ntance of 

* all your fins, * 

' Oh'! doftor/ faid the man — ' Pray, what is your 

* opinion of a death-bed repentance ? * 

• If repentance is iincere,' cries the doftor, ' I 

* hope, throogh the mercies and merits of our mofl 

* powefftil and benign ihterccflbr, it will never come 

* too late.^ 

• But do you not think, fir,' cries the man, ' that. In 

* order to obtain forgivencfs of any great fin we "have 
"* committed by an injury done to our neighbours, it 

* is necelfary, as far as in us lies, to make all the 

* amends we can to the party injured, and to undo, if 

* poffible, the injufy we have done.* 

' Moft undoubtedly,' cried the dodor ; ' our pre- 

* tencc to repentance would othcrwife be grofs hypo- 

* crify, and an impudent attempt to deceive and im- 

* pofe upon our Creator himfelf.' 

• Indeed, I am of the fame opinion,' cries the peni- 
tent ; ' and I think further, that t his is thrown in 
"^ my way, and hinted to me by that Great Being; for 
' an accident happened to me yeflerday, by which, as 
"" things have fallen out fince, I think I plainly difcern 
' the hand of Providence, fwent yellerday, fir, you 

* mufl know, to' a pawnbroker's, to pawn the lafl 

* moveable, which, except the poor cloaths vau fee 

* on my back, I am worth in the world. While 1 wa^ 
< there, a young Ir^dy came in, to pawn her pii^ure. She 

* had d i fg ui fed her fetf fo much, and pulled her hood 
'^ fo over her face, that I did not know Tier while Ihe 

* ilatd, which was fcarce three mijiutcs. As foon as 

* fhe was gone, the pawnl)roker, taking the pidlure in 

* his hand, qried out— L^<7« wy *u;W, this, is the hand- 

* fomeji face I ever fa^ in my )ife, I defircd him to .'c^ 
•« me look on the piflure, which he readily did — and 
' I nofooner caft my eyes upon ir^ than the ftrong re- 

* fcmblance ftruck me, and I knew it to be Mrs. 
' Booth.' 

'Mrs. Booth! what Mrs. Booth?' cries the do6lor. 
Vol; XI. M * C^vvax^ 



, ' Captain Booth's lady, the capuia who is now b 

* low,* faid the other. 

' How !' cries thedo^or with gi'eat onpetnbiity. 
' Have patience,' faid the xnati^ ' and yon fhi 

* hear all. I exprefled fome farprifr to the paw 

* broker, and afked the lady's name. He anlwer 
' that he knew not her name, but that (he was (on 

* undone wretch, who had the day before left allli 
' cloaths with him in pawn. My guilt immediate 

* Hew in my face, and told me I had been acceffary 
' this lady's undoing. The fudden (hock fo aifed 
' me, that, had it not been for a dram whfch t! 

* pawnbroker gave me, I believe I ihould have fui 

* on the (pot.' 

* AccciTary to her undoing ! bow acceiTary ?' fa 
the do6lor. * Pray tell me i for 1 am impatient 

* hear,' 

' I will tell you all, as full as I can,' cries the fii 
man, ' You know, good dodor, that Mrs. Han 

* of our town had two daughters, this Mrs. Booth ai 

* another. Now, tir, it feems the other daughter ha 
-' fpme way or other, difobliged her mother, a litt 
' before the old lady died, therefore )ht made a wil 
' and left all her fortune, except one thoufand pound 
' to Mrs. Booth ; to which will, Mr, Murphy, m; 

* felf, and another, who is now dead, were the wi 

* ne/Tes. Mrs. Harris afterwards died fuddenly 
' upon which it was contrived, by her other dau^l 
' ter and Mr. Murphy, to make a new will, in wbu 
' Mrs. Booth had a legacy of ten pounds, and all ti 

* reib was given to the other. To this will, Murph; 
' myfelf, and the fame third perfou^ again fet oi 

* hands.' 

* Good Heaven ! how wonderful is Ay providence 
cries the doftor— — ' Murphy! fay you?' 

' He himfelf, (ir,* aufwered Robmfon ; ' Marpb 

* who is the greatcft rogue, I believe, npw in il 
' world.' 

* Pray, (ir, proceed,* cries the doQor. 

' For this fervice, fir,' faid Robinfon, ' myfelf ai 
' the third perfon, one Carter, received two haadf^ 
' pounds each. Whai levfard Murphy himfelf had, 

* kiw 
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' know not. Carter died foon afterwards ; and from 
^ chat tiin€« at feveral payments^ I have by threats 
*" extortei above a hundred pound more. — And this, 

* fir, u the whole truth, which I am ready to teflify, 

* if it would pleafe heaven to prolong my life.' 

* I hope it will,' cries the doftor ; * but fomething 
^ mttS be done, for fear of accidcnts--I will fend to 

* coanfel immediately, to know how to fecure your 

* teftiinony. — ^Whom can I ^et to fend ? — Stay, ay— 
' he will do— but I know not where his houfe or his 

* chambers arc— I will go myfelf— but I may be want- 
' ed here,' 

While the doflor was in this violent agitation, the 
furgeon made his appearance. The dodor flood Hill 
in a meditating pofture, while the furgeon examined 
his patient. After which, the doftor begged him to 
declare his opinion, and whether he thought the 
wounded man in any immediate danger of death. 

* I do not know,* anfwexed the furgeon, * what you 

* call immediate. He may live feveral days— — - 

* nay, he may recover. It i^ impoflible to give any 
*' certain opinion in thefe cafes.' He then launched 
forth into a fet of terms, which the do^or, with all 
his fcholarihip, could not vnderfland. To fay the 
truth, many of them were hot to be found in any 
didlionary or lexicon. 

One difcovery however the doflor made ; and that 
was, that the furgeon was a very ignorant, conceited 
fellow, and knew nothing of his profeiHon. He re- 
folved therefore to get better advice for the fick • but 
this he pollponed at prefent, and applying himfelf to 
the furgeon, faid' he fhould be very much obliged to 
him, if he knew where to find fuch a counfellor, and 
would fetch him thither. *'I (hould not alk fuch a 

* favour Df you, fir,' fays the doftor, * if it was not on 

* bufinefs of the laft importance, or if I CQuld £nd any 

* other meflen^er.' 

* I fetch— fir 1 faid the furgeon, very angrily, 

* Do you take me for a footman, or a porter? 
' I don't know who you are ; but I believe you 

* are fall as proper to go on fuch an errand as 

' I am,' (for as the do^or, who y<^ ^>a&. ^tgl^ ^^ 
Hi 2 V>* 
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his journey, waf. very roughly drefled, the furgeoa 
heJd him in no great refpe^). The Aii;gepn then 
ciiled aloud from the top of the flairs, ' Let my cba^h- 

• man draw up,' and ftrutted off without arty cerc- 

3iony, telling his patient he would call again the next 
ay. 
At this very inilant arrived Murphy with the-pther 
bail, and finding Booth alone, he aflccd the bailiff at 
the door, what was become of the dodlor, * Why the 

• doflor,* anfwered he, ' is abpve flairs, praying with 

• — — * * How !' cries Murphy.' How came you 
' not to carry him diredlly to Newgate, as you pro- 

• mifed me ?* * Why, becaufe he was wounded,' cries 
the bailiff. I thought it was charity to take care of 
' him ; and befides, why fhould one make more noife 

• about the matter than is neccffary ?' ' And Dr. 
' Harrifon with him?' faid Murphy. 'Yes, he is,* 
faid the bailiff; * he defifed to fpeak with tlie doftor 
'■ very much, and they have been praying together al- 

• moft this hour.' * All is up, and undone,' cries 

Murphy. * Let me come by, I have thought offome- 

• thing which I mud do immediately.* 

Now as by means of the furgeon^s leaving the dooc 
open, the doftor heard Murphy's voice naming Robin-, 
fon pecvifhly, he drew foftly to the top of the flairs, 
where he heard the foregoing dialogue ; and as foon 
as Murphy had uttered his laft words, and was mov- 
ing down -.yards, the doclor immediately fallied from 
his poll, running as faft as he could, and crying, ' flop 

• the villain, flop the thief.' 

The attorney wanted no better hint to accelerate his 
pace ; and having the Hart of the doftor, got down 
flairs, and out inio the flreet; but the doflor was fo 
clofe at his heels, and being in foot the nimbler of the. 
two, he fuon overtook him, and laid hold of him, as 
ho would have done on either Broiighton or Slack in 
tne fame caufe. 

This adlion in the flreet; accompanied with the fre- 
quent cry of, flop thief, by the doctor, during the ch ace, 

preCently drew t6get\ier aW^^ mci>o^>N\vci ^tt^Miw^ as is. 

ufaal, to enter iminedi?Lte\^ u^ouXiu^vxx^U^^^Ax^^w^'t. 
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ftridt enquiry Into the matter, in order' td proceed' to 
juftice in their fummary way. ...» 

Murphy, who koi^w vvcll tli'e temper of the 'mob> 
cried out, • If you are a baiJitf, ihew me your writ. 
*'Gentlemcft, he pretenlds to arreft mc here without a 

* writ.' 

Upon this, one of the fturdiefl and forwardeft of th^e 
mob, and whoi by a fuperior llrength of body and of 
lungs, prefidcd in this affembly, declared he would 
fuiFei no fuch thing. * D— n me,' fays he, * away to 

* the pump with the catchpole diredlly — (hew me your 

* writ, or let the gentleman go— you fhall not arrell 

* a man contrary to law,' 

He then laid his hands on the do£lor, who dill fall 
griping the attorney, cried out : * He is a villain — 

* I am no bailiff, but a clergyman ; and this lawyer is 
'•guilty of forgery, and hath ruined a poor family.' 

' How !* cries the fpokefman — * a lawyer !— . 
' that alters the cafe — ' 

•Yes, faith,' cries another of the mob, * it is law- 

* .yer Murphy. I know him very well.' 

* And hath he ruined a poor family ? like enough, 

* faith, if he's a lawyer — Away with him to the juitice 

* immediately.' 

The bailiff now came up, defiring to know what was 
the matter ; to whom doAor Harrifon anfwcred, that 
he had arreiled that villain for forgery. ' How can 

* you arrell him,' cries the bailiff, * you are no ofii- 

* cer, nor have any warrant? Mr. Murphy is a gen- 

* tleman, and he fhall be ufed as fuch.' 

' Nay, to be fure,' cries the fpokefman, ' there 
ought to be a warrant ; that's the iruth on't.' 

' There needs no warrant,' cries the dodor. ' I 

* accufe him of felony ;^ and I know fo much of the 

* law of England, that any man may arreft a felon 

* without any warrant whatever. This villain hath 
' undone a poor family ; and I will die on the fpot 
' before I part with him.' 

' If the law be fo,* cries the orator, ' that is ano- 

* thcr, matter. And to be fure, lo ivivvv ^l^o^x xs^^'^v^ 

' the greated of fins. And being a \?L\v^t.\ v^^, 'Kvr2^iJK^ 
it fomuch the worfe— He ftiaVY co\i«:iotc x^aa^'^^^^ 
M 3 . ^-- 
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• d-rrn mc if k^ (han't go before the juflicc. I fays 

• the word, he fliali.' 

' J fay he is a gentleman, and ihall be u(ed ac- 
' cording to la^v/ cries the bailiffs < And though 

• you are a clergyman/ faid he to Harrifon, -you don't 

• fliew yourfelf as one by your anions.' 

' That's a baiiiff^' cries one of the mob— < one law- 

• yer will always ftand by another ; but I think ih$ 

• clergyman is a Tery good nuan , and a€b becoming 

• a clergyman to ftand by the poor.*. 

At which words the mob all gave a great (hoqt, an^i 
feveral cried cut : * Bring him along ; anvay with him 

• to the jttfHce.' 

And now^ confhible appeared, and wuh an autho- 
ritative voice declared what he was, prodtKe.d kir&f; 
and demanded the peace. 

The do£lor then delivered his prifbner over.to'thp 
officer, and charged him with felony ; the coDftihle 
received him ; the attorney fubmitted ; the bailiff W19 
hufhed ; and the waves of the mob iannediaieiy.fuh- 
fided. 

The do6kor now balanced with' hinfidf Bow; Be 
fhonld proceed ; at laft he determined caleavsBootb 
a little longer in captivity, and not quit fight of lltfr \ 
hy, before he had lodged him fafe with a mantnttc/ j 
i'hey then all moved forwards to the Jnftice ; ^econt 
flabie and his prifoner marching firu» the do^araiid 
the bailiff following next, and about five thonfanj 
mob (for no lefs number were aflembled in a very I 
few minutes) following in the proceflion. ' • -. 

They found the magiftiate jnft fitting down U> his i 
dinner ; however, when he was acquainted with the 
dolor's profeflion; he immediately admitted him, and 
heard his bufinefs. Which he no fooner perfectly UD- 
derftood, with all its circumilances, than he refolred, 
though it was then very late, and he had been fatigued 
dl the morning with public bufinefs, to poftpone all 
refrcfhment till he hacl difcharged his duty. He aCf 
cordi ngly adjourned the prifoner and his caufe to the 
bailiff's hoa(^e, w\\\i\vex u^ Vma^^V^ ^\\\\ the dodor im- 
mediately repaired, ?ai^ ^\C\t\iw i}tk«^\.\fA\!«>^^*»kV^- 
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lowed by "axhucK lar^^ronmbe^ ofattendanty tlftin lie 
had been honoured with before. 

e H Af. VII. 

In uuhich the hijiwy draijos ^d^vardt a-eoKcittj^oft* 

NOTHING could exceed thtafioniOiment of 
Booth at the behavioor of? the do^lor^ at the 
time when he fallied ibrtk in parfait of the attorney p 
ibr which ic was foimpoffiblo for him to accoant.in 
any nunaerwhatever* > He remained a long tixne ini 
the utmoft tor tare of mind , till at lad the bailifF^a wife 
came to him; and afked him if the dodlor was not a 
aiad-man; and in trath he conld hardly defend him 
from that imputation. 

'While he was in this perplexity, the maid of the 
hottfe brought him a me£age from Robitifon» defiri^g 
the favour of feeing hits above Aairai. With this ho 
imaiediasely complied. 

When thieie two were alone together, and the key 
toravd cm them {foot the bailiff^'rwifft waa a moil care- 
folficrfim, aad never omitted that ceremony in the 
aMe»c#of her haibandr -having always at her tongue's 
end ^Aax excellent proverb of ' fzh bind, fafe £nd.')' 
Roblttftnr'loobing^ fl&dfaftly' opon Booth, faid, ' ^ be-' 

* Itcve, fir, yon fcarce remember me.' 

■ Booth anfwered, that he thought he had feen his^ 
face fomewkere before; bat could not then recoiled 
"when or whef e. • 

^ Indeed, &r,' anfwered the man, ' it was a place 
^' which no man can remember with pleafure. But 
f do yoQ not remember, a few weeks ago, that you 
'had the misfortune to be in a -certain prifon in this 
I'fotmij where you loft a trifling fom at cards to a 
f iellow prifbner ?* 

• This hint fufficiently awakened Booth's memory,/ 
and -he now recollected the features of his old friend 
Robin foti« He anfwered hiA a little furlily, ' I know 
*f.yo« ntMVvery well ; buf I^iid notim«L%\\A^^^HK^NM. 
r'^^er hav9remindtd me of ilwit tran&^wv* ■ ^ 



4-48 AMELIA. Boe 

'Alas,, fir!* anfwcred Robinfcin, ♦ wii4tev< 
' penfid then was very trifling, cofiipared to th 

* rles I have done you : but if my life l)c fparc 

* enoagh, I will now undo it all! and at I hav 

* one of your worft enemies,. I will now be 

* your beft friends.* 

He was iuft entering upon his flory, when 
was heard below, which might be almoil comp 
what hath been heard in Holland, when the 
have given way, and the ocean in an inui 
break3 in upon the land. It feemed indeed as 
whole world was buriHng into the houfe at once 

Booth was a man of great £rmnefs of mind, 
had need, of it all at this inflant. As for poor '. 
Ton, the ufual concomitants of guilt attendee 
'and he began to tremble in a violent manner. 

The firlt perfon who afcended the Hairs v 
dodor, who no fooner faw Booth than he ran 
^nd. embraced him, crying, * My child, I wi 
' joy with all my heart. Your bufferings are 
' an end ; and Providence hath done you the ji 
' tail, which it will one day or other render 
' men. — You will hear all prefently ; but I cs 

* only tell you^, that your lifter is difcovered, i 
' eftate is your own.* 

Booth was in fach confufion, that he fcarcc 
any anfwer ; and now appeared the juftice i 
cleik, and immediately afterwards the conftabJ 
his prifoner, the bailiff, and as many more aj 
poffibly crowd up flairs. 

The dodior now addreffed himfelf to the fici 
and deflred him to repeat the fame information 
the juiiice which he had made already ; to whii 
binfan readily confented. 

While the clerk was taking down the inforj 
the attorney expreffed a very impatient deiire i 
iaftantly for his clerk ; and expreffed fo much 
nefs at the confufion in which he had left his 
at home; that a thought fuggefled itfelf to the 
that, if his houfe v/^LsfeaicV^d^ feme lights, a 
dence, relatinft to xVvu ^^i> >«Q>A^ «x\x 



Chap. Vn. AMELIA. 249 

found ;. he therefore delired the juftice to grant a fearch- 
warrant immediately,, to fearch his houfe. 

The juftice anfwered that he had no fnch power. 
That if there was any fufpicion of ftolen goods, he 
could grant a warrant to fearch for them. 

' How, firl* faid the doflor, ' can you grant a 

* warrant to iearch a man's houfe for a filver tea- 
' fpoon, and not in a cafe like this, where a man ir 
' robbed of his whole eftate ?' 

' Hold, £r I' fays the fick man, ' I believe I can 
' anfwer that point ; for I can fwear he hath feveral 
' title deeds of the eftate now in his-poiTefiion, which 

* I am fure were ftolcn from the right owner.' 

The juftice. ftiil hefiiatcd. He faid. title deeds 
favoured of the reality , and it was not felony to 
ileal them. If, indeed, they were taken away in a 
box, then it would be felony to fteal the box. 

* Savour of the reality 1 favour of the fartality,* 
faid the dodlor. * I never heard fuch incomprehen*: 

* fible nonfenfe. This is impudem, as well as child* 

* ifti, trifling with the lives and properties of men,*. 

* Well, fir,' faid jiobinfon,. ' I now am fure I can 
' do his buiinefs ;. fox I know he hath a filver cup ia 

* his polFeflion, which is the property X)f this gcntle- 

* man (meaning Booth); and how he got it but by 

* .ftealth, let him account if he can.' 

* That will do,' cries the juftice with great pleafure,. 
' that will do ; and if you will cliarge him on oath 
' with that, I will inftantly grant my warrant to fearch 
*■ his houfe for it.' * And I will go and fee it executed,' 
cries the dodor : for it was a maxim of his, that no 
man could defcend below himfelf in doing any ad 
which may contribute to protetl an innocent porfon^. 
or to bring a rogue to the gallows.. 

The oath was inftantly taken, the warrant flgned, 
and the^otttr attended the conftable in' the execution' 
of it. 

The clerk then proceeded in uking the information 
of Robinfon, and had jull finilhed it, when the docr 
tor returned with the utmoft joy in his countenance, 
and declared thsd. he had. fufficient cvvicv^ct q^ ^^ ^"^^ 
in his poUe&on. He had indeedlwo 01 \ti\'i«.V^^'^^^^ 
M 5 ^^^^^^ 
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from Mib Hmris* in anfwer to the attorney's frequent 
demands of fnoncy. ; for. fecrecy, that fully explained 
the whole villainy. 

The jnfiice no«r aiked the priipner what hie had to 
Sky for himfelf, or whether he chofe to fay juiy thing 
in his own defence. 

' Sir^' faid th^ attorney with great confidence, * I am 
' not to. defend myfelf here. It will be of noienrice 
' to me ; for I know yoo neither cas nor will diA 
' char^me. But I am extremely i|inooent of all this 
' matter, as I doubt not bat to make appear to the 

* fatisfaAion of a court of ^ftice.^ 

The legal previous ceremoates were then gone 
through of binaingover the profecntor, &c» and then 
the attorney was committea to Newgate ; whitkcr 
he was efcorted amidit the acclamations of the po- 
pulace. 

When Murphy was departed, and a little calm re- 
dored in the houfe, the juitice made his compliments 
of congratulation to Booth ; who, as well as he could 
in his prefent tumult of joy, returned his thanks to 
both the magiftrite and the dodor, 1*hey. were now 
all preparing to depart, when Mr. Bondum fiept up 
fo Booth, and faid : * Hold, iir, you have forgot o^t 

* thing-*-*- you have not given hail yet.' 

This occasioned fome diilrefs at this time ; for tht 
attorney's friend was departed ; but when the jaAice 
heard this, he immediately offered himfelf as the otker 
bondfman; and thus coded the a£air«. 

It was now paft fix o'lock, and none of the gen- 
tlemen had yet dined. Tbey very readily thereJforf 
accepted the magiftrate's inviuiion, and went all- to- 
gether to his houfe. 

And now the very firfi thing that was done^ evea. 
before they fat down to dinner, was to difpatch a mcf' 
fenger to one of the bcft furgeons in town, to cake 
care of Robin ion ; and another mefTenger to Booth's 
lodgings, to prevent Ameliti's concern at their Aaying 
folong. 

The latter however wa» to Uttlc pvrpofe $ lor Ant- 
li^s patience had bcem worn out \k«S«i^, vo^^W. 
taken a hackney- coacVi, «ik^ ^uNtti \^ ^Cttfc\«fi&St^s 
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v/hercfheaTmtti a iittic after the departure of her 
huiband,- and was thence dtrc£led to the juftice's. 

Though there was no kipd of reafon for Amdlui's 
fright at hearing that her hufband and do6lor HarrHbn 
were gone Before the juftice-; and though fhe indeed 
imagined that they were there in the light of complain- 
ants, not of offenders ; yet fd tender were her fears 
lor her hofband,- and fo moch had her gentle {pints 
been lately agitated » that Stic had a thoufand appre- 
hensions of (he knew not what. When fhe arnircd 
therefore at the houfe, ihe ran diredlly into the room, 
where all the company were at dinner, fcarce knowing 
what (he did, or whither fhe was going. 

She found her hufband in fuch a Situation, and dif- 
covered fuch a chearfiilnefs in his countenance, that fo 
violent a turn was given to her fpirits, that fhe was 
juil able, with the affilbncc of a glafs of water, to 
I'tipport herrcif. SSc irxni however recovered her calm* 
!fcff, nuii in a'Hiti<? time began to eat what might ia- 
dfedi)e aimoll called her brcakfaft. 

The -juftice no%v wifhed l\er joy of what had hap« 
pened that d?iy ; for which flie kindly thanked him, 
itppifhending he meant rhe liberty of her hufband. 
His worfhip might prihaps have explained himfelf 
more largely, had not the doilor given him a timely 
wink ; for this wife and good man was fearful of mak- 
ing fuch a aiiV.nery all nt once to Amelia, Icfl it 
(honld overpower Iilt ; and luckily rhr juftice's wife^ 
was not well enough acquainted with the matter to 
fay any ihitig more on it than barely to afTurc the lady 
ihnt (he joined in her hufbrrnd's congratnlation. 
- - AmeKa was then in a clean white j*Qwn, which fhe 
had that day redeemed, and was, indeed, drefTed all 
over with great neatncfs and exadtnefj ; with the glow 
thtreforc which arofe in her featiir?<. from finding her 
hlifband releafed from his captivity, flic made fo 
cH'armitig a figure, that Ihe attradled the eyts of th6 
magiilrate and of his wife; and they both agreed, when 
they were alone, that they had never fcen fo charm- 
ing a creature ; nay. Booth himfelf afterwards toll 
hrr that he /carcc ever remcmbetcA \\« x^ \c»Wi vk- 

ncmefy'bea\}:U\il as fhe did I'aat ev^mtv^^ 

M6 ^^;Vt^^^» 
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Whether Amelia's beauty, or the reflexion on the 
remarkable a£l -of juftice he had performed, or what- 
ever motive filled the magidrate with extraordinary 
good hamottr, and opened his heart and cellars, I 
Will not determine ; but he gare them fo hearty a 
w<*)f ome, and they were all fb pleaCed with each other^ 
tha; Amelia, for that one night, trufted the tare of 
her children to the woman where they lodeed, nor 
did the company rife from table till the clock ftrack 
eleven. 

. They then feparated. Amelia and Booth, having 
been ^t down at their lodgings, retired into each 
other's arms; nor did Booth that evening, by the- 
dodor's advice, mention one word of the grand affair 
to his wife» 

CHAP. VIIL 

Sr>Jtti thuhijlory ^ra^ws nearer to accwlufiotu 

IN the morning early Amelia received the following 
letter from Mrs. Atkinlbn. 

, ' The furgeon of the regiment, to which the capi 

* tain my hufband lately belonged, and who came 

* this evening to fee the captain, hath almoft fright- 

* ened me out of my wits, by a flrange ftory of yonr 

* hufband being committed tc^ prifon by a juftice of 

* peace for forgery. For Heaven's fake, fend me the 
' truth. If my hufband can be of any fervice, weak 

* as he is, he will be carried in a chair to ferve a bro- 

* ther officer, for whom he hath, a regard, which I need 

* not mention. Or if the fum of twenty pound will 
*. be of any fervice to you, I will wait upon you with 
' it the moment I can get my cloaths on, the morning 

* you receive this ; for it is too late to fend to-night* 

* The captain begs his hearty fervice and refpeds ; and 

* believe me, 

♦ Dear Madam, 

* Your evet 2LWe^\otv^te friend, 

' ^V\d\i\Mtv\iW^t.TN?LXvt, 
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WfaoeB Amelia read this letter, to Booth, .they were 
both equally furprized, fhe at the commitment for f<atr^ 
gery, and he at feeing Aich a letter from Mrs. Atkin*- 
fon ; for he was a Srangtr yet to the reconciliatioa 
that had happened. 

Booth's doubts were firfl fatisfied by An^lja, from 
which he received great pleafure ; for he realty had a 
very great afiedtion and fondnefs for Mr. AtkinfoD^ 
who, indeed, fo well defcrved it. * Well, my dear,* 
faid he to Amelia fmiling, * fhall we accept this gene- 
' rous offer ?' , 

* O fy 1 no certainly,* anfwered (he. 

' Why not,' cries Booth, ' it is but a trifle ; and 
' yet it will be of great fervice to us ^' 

* But confider, my dear,* faid fhe, • how ill thefe 

* poor people can fpare it.* 

' They can fpare it for a little while,' faid Booth ; 

* and we fhall foon pay it them again.* 

* When, my dear ?' faid Amelia. * Do, my dear 

* Will, confider our wretched circumftances. I beg 
< you let us go into the country immediately, and 
' live upon bread and water, till fortune pleafes id 

* fmile upon us.* 

' 1 am convinced that day is not far off,' faid Booth. 

* However, give me leave to fend an anfwer to Mrs. 
' Atkinfun, that we fhall be glad of her company im- 
' mediately to breakfaft.* 

* You know I never con tradid you,* faid fhe; ' but 
*• I affure yon it is contrary to my inclinations to take 

* this money.' 

* Welh, fuffer me,' cries he, ' to ad this once 

* contrary to your inclinations.' He then writ a fhort 
note to Mrs. Atkinfon, and difpatched it away imme* 
diarely ; which when he had done, Amelia faid, 

* I fhall.be glad of Mrs. Atkinfon's company to break- 

* faft ; but yet I wifh you w©uld oblige me in refufihg 

* this money. IV.ke five guineas only. That is in- 

* deed fuch a fum, as, if we never fhould pay it, would 

* fit light on my mind. The laH perfons in the world 

* from whom I would receive favours of that fort, are 
' the poor and generous*' . . 
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* You can receive favours only from ibc generous,* 
cries Booth : ' and, to bo plain with you». there are' 

* very few who are generous that are not poor;' ' 

' What think you,' faid Ihc, ' of Dr. Harrifon?* 

* I do afiu^e you,' faid Booths * he is far from bc- 

* ing rich. The dodor hath an income of little more 
*' than fix hundred pounds a year; and I am convtn- 
*■ ced he gives away foor of it. Indeed^ he is one of 
' the bcft QSconomiAs in the world ; but yet 1 am pofi- 
'■ tive he never was at any time poflefled of five han- 
' dVed pounds fmce he hath- been a man. Confideri 
' dear Emily, the late obligations we hive to this 

* gentleman ; it would be unreafonable to exped more, 
' at Ic^d at present; my half-pay is mortgaged for a 

* year to come. — How then fhall we live V 

* By our labour/ anfwercd flie ; * I am able to la- 

* hour, and I am fure I am not afhamed of it.' 

* And do you really think- you can fupp.ort fuch x 
' Hfe?' 

* I am fure I could be Iiappy in ir,' anfwered Ame- 
lia. ' And why not I> as well as a thoufand others, 

* who have not the happinefs of * fueh a'huibatKt to 
^ make life delicious ? why (liould I complata of ny 
' hard fate, while fo many, wha are much poorer 
' than I> enjoy theirs. Am I of a fiiperior rank of 
'. being to the wife of the honed labourer ?/ am I not 
' partaker of one common nature. with her }* 

* My angel,* cries Booth, ' it delights me to hear 

* you talkN thus, and for a reafi»n yoa little guefs;. 

* for I am aiTured that one who can ib heroically en-' 

* dure adverfity, will bear profperity with e^ti?i 

* greatnefs of fool ; for the mind that cannot be de* 
•jcfted by the former, is m>t likely to be tranrpohed 

* with the latter.* 

* If it had pleafed Heaven,' aied ihe, < to- have 
*■ tried me, Fthink^at leail I hope> I (hould have pre* 

* ferved my humility.' 

< Then, my dear,' faid he, ' I will relate you a 

* dream 1 had lail night. You know, yoo lately men- 
' tioned a dream of ^out«.' 

* Do fo,' iaid ftve, * \ w«i ^xxjmivw^^^ 
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« I dreamt/ faid ^e, ' this night, that we were in. 

« the mod miferable fitaation iniagioable.. Indeed,, 

* in the fitiiation yve w^re yefterday morning, or ra- 

* ther worfe ; that I was laid in a prifon for debt, andv 
' that yon wanted a morfel of bread to feed the mouths ^ 

* of yo^F hiuigry chUdrcQ. At length (for nothing: 

* yen know is quicker than the transition in dreams) 1 

* Dr. Harrifon, met bought,, came to me, with chearfuU 
^ neft and Joy in his coanteaance. The prifon doors^ 

* inimediacdy fleaAOpca.; and Dr. Harriijonintroda* 

* ced you, gayly, though not richly, drefled. That 
< yon gently chid mje for ftaylag fo long; all on a~ 
« faddeii- appeared a C€kic1i with four horfes to it, in 
^ which was a maid ienrant with, our two children.^ 
« We both immediately went into the coach, and tak- 

* ing our lea?e of the doctor, fet out towards your 

* country houfe i for yours 1 dreamt it was, *— — V 

* only aflL. you now, if this was real,, and the tranfition 

* almoftas fudden, could youfupport it?'— 
Amelia wa& going to aafwer, when. Mrs.. Atkinibs 

oamo into the room, and after very little previous ce^- 
remooy prefented Booth, with a bank note, which ire- 
. reqeiired i>f her, faying, he would very foon repay it:* 
a jMromife that a little offended Ameltai as fhe thought* 
he kad no chance of keeping it. 

The dodor prefently arrived,, and the company fati 
down to breakfatl, during which Mrs. Atktnfon en- 
tertained them with the hiilory of the doctors that had. 
attended her ho (hand* by whofe advice Atkinfon was 
recovered fi>om every, thing but the weak nefs which hiS> 
diftemper had occaikmed. 

When the teartable was removed. Booth told tbt 
dodpr that he had acquainted his wife with a dream ha 
had laft night. I dreamt, dodor,* faid he, ' that 
*- iha was reftored to her eflate.. 

^ Very well,' faid the dodor ; « and if I am to be 
*- the Oniropolos, I believe the dream will como to 

* paff^ To (ay the truth, I have rather a better opt^ 

* nion of dreams than Horace had. Old Homer 

* fays, they came from Jupiter ; and as to your dream^ 

* I hdve o/ken had k ia m^y wakitv^ \Vo\3i^v^» ^^^ax 

' i&OTc time or other that rogutrv IToi fe 1 ^^"^ ^^v^>^ 
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* convinced it was) would be brought to light : for 
' the fame Homer fays, as you, madain, (meaDing 

* Mrs. Atkinfon) very well know, 

. ' I have no Greek ears, Hr,* faid Mrs. Atkinfon. 

* I believe, i could undcrftand it in the Delphin 
« Homer.' 

' I wiib,' cries he, f my dear child, (to Amelia) 
' yon would read a little in the Delphin- Ariftotle* or 
*. elfe in fome Chriftian divine,: to learn a dodrine 

* which you will one day have a ufe for. I mean to 
' bear the hardeft of all human confiidts, and fupport 

* with an even temper, and without any violent tranf- 

* ports of mind, a ludden gull of profperity.- 

* Indeed,' cries Amelia, ' I fhould almoll think 

* my hufband and you, doifior, had fome very good 
f news to tell me, by your ufing, both of you, the 
f fame introdudion. As far as I know myfelf, I think 
' I can anfwer, I can fupport any degree of profpe- 
' rity ; and I think I yeHerday fhewed I could : fori 

* do afiure you, it is not in the power of fortune to 
' try me with fuch another tranfition from. grief to 
f joy, as I conceived from feeing my hafband in pri- 
f fon and at liberty. 

.:. •• Well,, you are a.good girl,' cries, the 'd odor,-. and 
^ afxer-Ihave put on my fpedtacles I will try you.' ' 
The dodor then took out a new^ paper, and read as 
follows : . 

* Yefterday one Murphy, an eminent attorney at 

* law, was committed to Newgate, fot the -forgery 6f 
' a will under which . an eUate iiath been for many 
? years detained from the right owner,.' ^ 

■ Now in this paragraph there is fomething very rei. 
markable, and that is that it is triie.: but oftu efi. 

• * Jf J\. piter doth not immediatelv ev^cutc^htt veogeance, he 
' wil h'.wtver ex«co^c it ax.VA&\ ^^wO vVvxt Vt^tv^^tS^^tv^ (hall fall 
' ijeavily on their own Vicad«, «^TiA Ql^ >3^«^t vivs« w^^ Ti^wVts^ . 
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planatiim. In the Delphin edition of this news paper, 
ere' is the following note upon the words right o^mer : 
The right owner of this eftate is a young fciidy of the 
higheft merit, whofe maiden name was Harris, and 
who fome time fince was married to an idle fellow, 
one lieutenant Booth. And the beft hiftorians af- 
fure us, that letters from the elder fifter of this lady, 
which manifclUy prove the forgery, and clear up 
the whole affair, arc in the hands of an old parfon 
called Dr. Harrifon.* 

* And is this really true,' cries Amelia? 

* Yes, really, and fincerely,* cries the dodlor. 
The whole eftate: for your mother left it you all, 
and is as furely yours, as if you was already in pof- 
fcflion.' 

* Gracious Heaven,* cries fhe, falling on her 

fiees, * 1 thank you." And then ftarting up, fhe 

,n to her hufband, and embracing him, cried, * My 
dear love, I wifh you joy : and I ought in gratitude 
to wifli. it you : for you are the caufc of mine. It 
is upon yours, and my children's account, that I 
principally rejoice. 

Mrs. Atkinfon rofe from her chair, and jumped 
)OUt the room for joy, repeating, 

Turne, quod optanti divum promittere nemo 
Auderetf 'vol'ucnda dies, en, attulit ultro*. 

Amelia now threw hcrfelf into a chair, complained 
c was a little faint, and begged a glafs of water. 
he do6loradvifedher to be blooded; hut (he refufed, 
ying, fhe required a vent of another kind — — 
!ie then defired her children to be brought to her, 
horn fhe immediately caught in her arms, and hav- 
g profufely cried over them for feveral minutes, de- 
ared fhe was eafy. After which, fhe foon regained 
IX ufual temper and complexion. 

That day they dined together, and in the afternoon 
.ey all, except the do^or, vifited captain Atkinfon ; 

• ' What none of all the Goda co>Ad y^vvx >Ja^ h^>h\^ 
' ThsLt, Turnut, this aufpiciout ^v^ \>t&ov<%. 
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be repaired te the bailifPs honfe to vifit the^cl 
whom he found very cheaTfuI, the fargeon har 
fured him that he was »n no manner of danger. 

The dodlor had a long fpiritual difcourfe wit 
binfon, who affured him that he fincere}y repei 
his pail life; that he was reiblved to lead his 
days in a different manner, and to make what : 
he could for his fins to the fociety, by bringing 
the greatefl rogues in it to jufticc. There was 
camilance which much pleafed the doctor, anc 
him conclude that, however Robinfon had bee 
rupted by his old mailer, he had naturally a go 
pofition. This was, that Robinfon declared 
chiefly induced to the difcovery by whxt had ha 
at the pawnbroker's, and by the miferies wh 
there perceived he had been inftrumental in bi 
on Booth and his family* 

The next day Booth and his wife, at the c 
inHance, dined with colonel James and hh 
where they were received with gre»t civility,, s 
natters were accommodated, without Boot! 
knowing a fyllable of the challenge even to thi 

The" dodor inMed very llrongly on havin] 
Harris taken into cudody, and faid, if fhe v 
lifter, he would deliver her to jufticc. He adc 
fides^ that it was impoflible to fkrecn her,, anc 
on the prefecucion, or, indeed, recover the 
Amelia at laft begged the delay of one day o^ 
which time fhe wrote a letter to her £iler inf 
her of the difcovery, and the danger in wh: 
ftood, and begged her earneftly to make her 
with many aiTorances that (he would never ful 
to know any diftrefs. This letter fhe fent avi 
Brefs, and it had the defired efFe^l : for Mifs 
having received fufficient information from th< 
ney- to the fame porpofe, immediately fci i 
Pool, and from thence to France, carrying w: 
all her money, moft of her cloaths, and fome fe 
els. She had, indeed, packed up plate and je 
the value of two tboufand ^c>u5\d ^«vd upwards 
Booth, to whom AmeYva. eotdisi^aitivi^xt^ ^^ 
^rc^vemed her, by ordentv^ xV^ ^^^ ^*^ ^ 
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the exprth (who had been a ferjeant of the foot 
guards recommended to him by Atkinfon) to fu/Fer 
the lady to co whither fhe pleafed, but not to take 
^ny thing with her except her cloachs, which he was 
carefuJiy to fearch. Thefe orders were obeyed punc- 
tually^ and with thefe fh^ was obliged to comply. 

Two days after the bird was flown, a warrant from 
the lord chief juilice arrived to take her up, the meA 
fenger of which returned with the i)cws of her flighty 
highly to the fatisfafiion of Amelia^ and confequently 
of Booths and, indeed^ not greatly to the grief of the 
doftor. 

About a week afterwards, Booth and Amelia, wltK 
their children, and captain Atkinfon and his lady, all 
fct forwards together for Amelia's houfe, where they 
arrived amidll the acclamations of all the neig^boursj 
and every public dcmonftration of joy. 

They fonnd the houfe ready prepared to receive 
them by Atkinfon's friend, the old icrjeant> and X 
good, dinner prepared for them by Amelia's old nurfe^ 
who was addretted with the ntmoft duty by her fon 
and daughter, moft alTeftionately careiTed by Booth 
and his wife, and by Amelia's abfolute command - 
fcated next to herfelf at the table. At which, per- 
haps^» were aflembled fome of the beH and happiefl 
people then in the worlds 

CHAP. IX, 
Itt nvbich the hijlorj is concluded, 

HAVING brought our hiilory to a conclufion^. 
as to thofe points in which we prefume our read* 
er wae chiefly interelled, in the foregoing chapter; 
we /hall in this, by way of epilogue, endeavour td 
(atxsfy his curioiity, as to what hath fince happened to 
the principal perfonages of whom we have treated lA 
the foregoing pages. 

Colonel James and his lady, after living in a polite 
manner for many years together, at lail agreed to live 
ia as polite a manner aTunder. Tive CcAa^v^ Vasic^ 
kept Mifs Matthews ever fince j, and is ^\,\^ti^^ ^wi^^^- 
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to doat on her (though now very difagfceSible in her 
perfon, and immenfelv fat) to fuch a dj^grce, that he 
fubmits to be treated by her in the moft tyrannical 
manner. 

He allows his lady eight hundred pounds a year, 
with which fhc devides her time betw^een Tunbridge, 
Bath^ and London, and pafTes about nine hours in 
the twenty-four at cards. Her income is lately in- 
creafed by three thoufand pounds left her by her bro- 
ther colonel Bath, who was killed in a duel about fix 
years ago, by a gentleman who told the Colonel he dif- 
fered from him in opinion. 

The noble peer and Mrs. Ellifon have been both 
dead feveral years, and both of the confequences of 
their favourite vices ; Mrs. Ellifon having fallen a 
hiartyr to her liquor, and the other to his amours, by 
which he was at lafl become fo rotten^ that he dunk 
above ground. 

The attorney. Murphy, was brought to his trial 
at the Old'Bailey ; where, ^fter much (juibbline about 
the meaning of a very plain aft of parliament, ne was 
, at length convifted of fbrgery, and was foon after- 
wards hanged at Tyburn. 

The witnefs for Tome time feemed to reform his life, 
land received a fmall penfion from Booth j after which, 
he returned to vicious courfes, took a purfe on the 
highway, was detefted and taken, and followed the 
laft fteps of his old mailer. So apt are men, whofe 
manners have been once thoroughly corrupted, tore- 
turn, from any dawn of an amendment, into the dark 
paths of rice. 

As to Mifs Harris, flie lived three years with a 
broken heart at Boulogne, where (he received annu- 
ally fifty pounds from her fifter, who was hardly pre- 
vailed on by Dr. Harrifon not to fend her a hundred, 
and then died in a mofl miferable manner. 

Mr, Atkinfon upon tjie whole hath led a veryliappy 
life with his wife, though he hath been fometimes ob- 
liged to pay proper homage to her fuperior underftand- 
jng and knowledge. T\v\s, \vci>N«.N^T^ Vfc ^Kearfully 
fubmits to, and (he nv2Lkes\v\m ^\o^^t x^\.>itTv^ ^1\^^^- 
nefs. They have two tiuc \ioi^* ^^ ^V^m^^^^ 
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equally fond. He is lately advanced to the rank of 
captaiq» and lad fummer both he and his wife paid a 
vifit of three months to Booth and his wife. 

Dr. Harrifon is grown old in years, and in honour; 
beloved and refpefted by all his parishioners, and 
by all his neighbours. He divides his time betwecA 

his pari ffi, his old town, and Booth's at which! 

laft place he had, two years ago, a gentle fit of the" 
gout, being the firll attack of that diftemper. During 
this fit, Amelia was his nurfe, and her two eldeft 
daughters 'fat up alternately with him for a whole 
week. The eldefl of thofe girls, whofe name is Ame- 
lia, is his favourite ; ihe is the pidure of her mother, 
and it is thought the dodor hath ditlinguiflied her in 
his will ; for he hath declared that he will leave hi$ 
whole fortune, except fome few charities, among 
Amelia's children. 

As to Booth and Amelia, fortune feems to have 
ftiad? them large amends for the tricks fhe played 
them in their youth. They have, ever fince the above 
period of this hiftory, enjoyed an uninterrupted courfe 
of health and happinefs. In about fix weeks after 
Booth's firft coming into th5 country, he went to Lon-. 
don, and paid all his debts of honour; after which, 
and a flay of two days only, he returned into the coun- 
try, and hath never fince been thirty miles from home. - 
He hath two boys, and four girls ; the eldell of the 
boys, he who hath made his appearance in this hif- 
tory, is jufl come from the univerfity, and is one of 
the fineft gentlemen and beft fcholars of his age. The 
fecond is jufl going from fchool, and is intended for 
the church, that being his own choice. His eldefl 
daughter is a woman grown, but we mull not mcn« • 
tion her age. A marriage was propofed to her the 
other day with a young fellow of a good eflate, but 
file never would fee him more than once ; * for doc- 
* tor Harrifon,' fays fhe, * told me he was illiterate, 
' and i am fure he is ill-natured,' The fecond girl is 
three years younger than her filler; and the others are 
yet children. 

Amelia is Hill the finefl woman m Y^tv^^xv^ <i^ Vrx 
age. Booth himfelf often avers flie i^ 2^,^ Vaxv^l^tci^ 
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as ever. Nothing can equal the fereoity of their lives. 
Amelra declared to me the other day, that (he did not 
reaaember to have feen her haiband out of humour 
thefe ten years; and upon my iniinuating to her, that 
he had the baft of wives, (he anfwered with a fmile, 
that (he ought to be fo, for that he had made her the 
iuppieU Of women. 
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he late Increafe of Robbers^ (3c^ 

WITH 

le P R O P O S AL S for Remedying this 
Growing Evil. 

IN WHICH 

prefent reigning Vices arc impartially expofed ; 
id the Laws that relate to the Provifion for the 
3 on, and to the Puniihment of Felon s^ are large- 

and freely examined. 

jam funt mediocrts hominum Uhidinesy n^n humane 
\dac'n£ ac tolerandic. Nihil cogitant uifi eadem, nifi 
cendia, nifirapinas, 

Cic. in Catil. a^a. 



_ T O T H E 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

PHILIP Lord HARD WICK, 

Lord High Chancellor of Gr£ at Britain. 

M Y L O R D, 

AS the reformation of any part of our civil polity 
requires as much the knowledge of theftatefman 
as of the lawyer, the following fheets are, with the 
firideft propriety, addrefled to a perfon of the higheft: 
eminence in both thefe capacities. 

The fubjeft of this treatlfe cannot be thought un- 
worthy of fuch a protedion, becaufe it touches only 
thofe evils which have arifen in the lower branches of 
our conflitution. This confideration will account for 
their having hitherto efcaped your lordftiip's notice ; 
and that alone will account for their having fo long 
prevailed : but your lordfhip will not, for this reafon, 
think it below your regard ; fince, however ignoble 
the parts may be in which the difeafe is firft engen- 
dered, it will in time be fure to afFe£l the whole 
body. 

The fubjeft, indeed, is of fuch importance, that 
we may truly apply to it thofe words of Cicero, in his 
firft book of laws : Ad Reipublica formandas it ftabili- 
indas 'vires, et ad fanandos Populos omnis per git Oratio, 
How far I have been able to fucceed in the execution, 
inuft be fubmitted to your lordfhip's candour. I hope, 
I have no immodefl opinion of my own abilities ; but, 
in truth, I have much lefs confidence in my authority. 
Indeed the higheft authority is nece/Tary to any degree 
of fuccefs in an attempt of this kind. Permit me, 
therefore, my lord, to fly to the protedlion of the high- 
eft which doth now exift, or wVvkVi ^ti\va.^^ ^n^x ^\^ 
exiA, in this kingdom. 

Vol. XL "N 'Vtcvs^ 
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This great fan^ion is, I am convinced^ always 
ready to fupport what really tends to the public uti- 
lity : if i fan, therefore, of obtaining the honour of 
it, I (hall be f\illy fatisfied that I do not deferve it, and 
ihall fit down contented with the merit of a good in- 
tent : for farely there is fome praife dae to the bare 
iefign of doing a fervice to the public. Nor can my 
enemies, I think, deny that I am entirely difinterefted 
in my endeavi)ar, unlefs they fhoold difcover the gra- 
tification^ which my ambition finds in the opportunity 
of this addrefs. 

/ am, tjuith the moft profound refpeS, 

My Lord, 

Your LordJhip*s moft obedient, 

moft denjoted humble fervant, 

HENRY FIELDING. 
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rH E R£ is nothing fo muc|^ talked of, and fo 
little underflood in this country, as the Confti- 
ion. It is a word in the mouth of every man ; and 
t, when we <:ome to djfcourfe of the matter, there 
DO fubjeft on which our ideas are more confufed and 
rplexed. Some, wh^ they fpeak of the con^tu- 
>n, confine their notions to the law ; others to the le* 
(lature; others, again, to the governing or execu- 
T part ; and many there arc, who jumble all thefe 
gether in one idea. One error, however, is com- 
Dn to them all : for all fccm to have <he conception 

fomething uniform and permanent, as if the con- 
tution of England jpartook rather of the nature ojf 
e foil than of the climate, and was as fixed and con» 
uit as the former, not as changing and variable as 
c latter. > 

Now in this word. The Conftitution^ are included 
e original and fundamental law of the kingdom, 
cm whence all powers are derived, and by which 
ley are circumfcribed ; all legiilative and executive 
ithority ; all thofe municipal provifions which are 
)mmonly called The Laivs ; and, laftly, the cuftoms, 
lanners, and habits of the people. Thefe, joined to- 
cther, do, I apprehend, form the political ; as the 
iveral members of the body, the animal oeconomy, 
ath the humours and habit, compofe that which is 
ailed the natural conilitution. 

The Greek philofophy will, perhaps, help us to a 
«tter idea; for neither will the feveral conftituent 
•arts, nor the contexture of the whole, give an ade- 
iUate notion of the word. By the Confiitution is, in- 
eed, rather meant fomething which refults from 
he order and difpofition of the whole; fomething 
cfembling that harmony for which the Theban in 
^latti's Phado contends; which he calls a.Gox]ov it 
^ (UdfJLAJov, fomething in<vijihle and incorporeal. For 
Dany of the Greeks imagined the {ou\ to it^vi\\. ^^o'kv 
^e Kpda^ff or compofition of the parts o? xVe \io^^ > 
iea thefe were properly tempered log^xXv^x, ^.^V^'s- 
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mony doth from the proper compofition of the fevers 
parts'in a well-tuned niulical inilrument: in the fam 
manner, from the difpofition of the feveral parts in 
Hate, arifes that which we call the Csnjiitutiom, 

In this difpofition the laws have fo confiderable 
ihare^ that, as no in an can perfediy anderftand tb 
whole, without knowing the parts of which it is com 
pofed, it follows, that, to have a jaft notion of oa 
conftitution, without a competent knowledge of tb 
laws, is impoilible. Without this, the reading ovc 
our hiftorians may afford amufement, but will vcr 
little inflrudl us in the true effentials of our conflitu 
tion. Nor will this knowledge alone {erv^ our por 
pofc. The mere lawyer, however Ikilful ih his pro 
feffion, who is not verfed in the genius, manners, anc 
iMibits of the people, makes but a wretched politician. 
Hence the hiftoriau, who is ignorant of our law, and 
the lawyer who is ignorant ofourhiftory, have" agreed 
in that common error, remarked above, of confider- 
ing our conftitulion as fomeihing fixed and perma- 
nent : for the exterior form of government (however 
the people are changed) flill, in a great degree, re- 
mains what it was ; and the fame, notwithilanding all 
its alterations, may be faid of the law. 

To explain this a little farther : From the original 
of the lower houfe of parliament to this day, the fo- 
prcme power hath been vefted in the king and the 
two houfes of parliament. Thefe two houfes have, 
each at different times, carried very different weights 
in the balance, and yet the form of government re- 
mained flill one and the fame ; fo hath it happened to 
the law; the fame courts of juflice, the fame form of 
trials, &c. have preferved the notion of identity, 
though, in real truth, the prefent governing powers 
and the prefent legal provifions bear fo little refcm 
blance to thofe of our anceftors in the reign of king 
John, or indeed in later times, that, could any lawyei 
or flatefman of thofe days be recalled to life, he would 
make, I believe, a very indifferent figure in Weft- 
minfter-hall, or in any of the parts there adjacent. 

To perceive the alterations in our con iUtu tion, doth 
in fad, require a pretty *^vx^ Vxvp>«\td^<i both of th( 
people and of tVve Yaws •• iw dxV^t qI xJc^Sr. laa?^ \ 

5 ^e« 
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greatly changed, without producing any immediate 
effedoa the other. The alterations in The great wheels 
of date above-mentioned, which are fo viiible in our 
hiftorians, are not noticed in our laws, as very few of 
the great changes in the law have fallen under the eye 
of our hiftorians. 

Many of both kinds have appeared in our conftitu- 
tioQ ; but I ihall at prefent confine myfelf to one only, 
as being that which principally relates to the fubject 
of the following treatife. 

If the conftitutlon, as I have above afTerted, be the 
refolt of the difpoiition of the feveral parts before- 
mentioned, it follows, that this difpofition can never 
be altered, without producing a proportional change 
in the con^tution. ' If the ibul,' fays Simmias in PUto, 
' be a harmony refulting from the difpofition of the 
' corporeal parts, it follows, that when this difpofi- 
' tion is confounded, and the body is torn by difeafes 

* or other evils, the foul immediately (whatever be 

* her divinity) muft perilh.' This will be apparent, 
if we caft our eyts a moment towards the animal ceco- 
nomy ; and it is no lefs true in the political. 

, The cuftoms, manners, and habits of the people, 
do, as I have faid, form one part of the political con- 
ftitution ; if thefe are altered, therefore, this muft be 
jChanged likewife ; and here, as in the natural body, 
the diforder of any part will, in its confequence, af^ 
fed the whole. 

One known division of the people in this nation is 
JDto the nobility, the gentry, and the commonalty. 
What alterations have happened among the two former 
Df thefe, I Oiall not at prefent enquire ; but that the 
laft, in their cuftoms, manners, and habits, are greatly 
changed from what they were, I think to make 
appear. 

If we look into the carlieft ages, we ftiall find the 
condition of this third part to have been very low and 
mean. The highcft order of this rank, before the 
Conqucft, were thofc tenants in focage, who held 
their lands by the fervice of the plough ; who,' as Lit- 
tleton tells us, * were to come with their plough for 
' certain days in the year, to plough and fow the dc- 

N 3 * "CSR^^Na 
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* fnefne of the lords ;' ' as the villains,' faith the fame 
author, * were to carry and recarry the dung of his 
' lord, fpread it upon his land, and to perform fuch 
'like fer vices.* 

This latter was rightly accounted a ilavifii tenure. 
The villains were indeed coniidered in law as a kind 
of chattel belonging to their mailers : for though 
thefe had not the power of life and death over them, 
nor even of maiming them with impunity, yet theie 
viJiains had not even the capacity of purchaiing lands 
or goods ; but the lord, on fuch purchase, might enter 
into the one, and feize the other for his own ufe. And 
as for the land which they held in villenage, though 
lord Coke fays it was not only held at they'll! c^ the 
lord, but according to the cuftom of the manor ; yet, 
in antient times, if the lord ejeded them, they were 
manifelUy without remedy. 

And as to the former, thou|;h they were accounted 
freemep, yet were they obliged to fwcar fealty to 
their lord ; and though Mr. Rapin be miftaken, when 
he fa^s they could ^ot alienate the land (for before the 
llatute of Magna Charta, chap. 32. they could rhavc 
given or fold the whole, but without any alteration of 
the tenure) yet was the eflate of thefe but very mean. 

* Though they are called freemen,* fays lord Coke, 

* yet they ploughed, harrowed, reaped, and mowed> 

* &c. for the lord ;' and Brafton, Dicuntur Socmantii 
€0 quod deputati funt tantummodo ad culturam, 

Beiides fuch as were bound by their tenures to the 
fervice of agriculture, the number of freemen bcloW 
the degree of gentry, and who got their livelihood in 
the mercantile or mechanical way, was vary inconii- 
derable. As to the fervants, they were chiefly bound 
by tenure, and thofe of the lower fort diflFered very 
little from (laves. 

.That this ettate of the commonalty is greatly chang- 
ed, is apparent, and to this alteration many caufcs 
in fubfequent ages have contributed. 

Firft, The oath of fealty, or fidelity, which of old 
time was adminifteted \V\\Vv ^T<i^\ c^t^tcv^^n^ VN<ic3Lme 
afterwards to be onVuud -, ^tv^ tVoxx'^ vV\^ '^^^v. ^^ 
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remained incident to every focage tenure, yet the 
cmxffion of the form was not without its confequcnces ; 
for, as lord Coke fays, fpeaking of homage, Pru- 
dent antiquity dU, for the more folemnity and better me^ 
morj and ob/er<uation of that 'which is to be done, exprefs 
fuhftances under ceremonies, 

zdly, Wherfeas in the antient tenures the principal 
refervation was of perf6nal fervices from the inferior 
tenants, the rent being generally trifling, fuchgs hens, 
capons, rofes fpurs, hawks, &c. afterwards, the ava- 
rice or neceffity of the lords incited them to convert 
thefe for the moftpart into money, which tended 
greatly to weaken the power of the lord, and to raife 
the freedom and independency of the tenant. 

^dly, llht difmembering manors by leafes for years, 
as it flowed from the fame fources, fo it produced the 
fame eiFeds. Thefe were probably very rare before 
the Tciga of Edward I. at which time the ftatutc of 
Glottceiier fccured the eftatc of the tenant. 

d^bly. The efliate of the villain or copyholder feems 
clearly, as I have faid, to have originally been holdcn 
only at the will of the lord j but the law was after- 
wards altered, and in the reign of Edward IV, fonic 
of the bell judges were of opinion, that if the copy- 
holder wa« unlawfully ejeded by his lord, he fhould 
have an adtion of trefpafs againfl him at the com- 
mon law. 

From this time the eftate of the copyholder (which, 
as Briton tells us, was formerly a bafe tenure) began 
to grow into repute ; and, though dill diilinguifhed in 
fome privileges from a freehold, became the pofleflion 
of many opulent and powerful perfons. 

By thefe and fuch like means the commonalty, by 
degrees, fliook off^ their vaflalage, and became mor* 
and more independent on their fuperiors. Even fervants, 
in procefs of time, acquired a ftate of freedom and in- 
dependency, unknown to this rank in any other na- 
tion ; and which, as the law now Hands, is incon*^ 
fiflent with a fervUe condition* 

N 4 "^nSX 
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Bnt nothing hath wrought fuch an alteration in 
this order of people, as the introduflion of trade. 
This hath indeed given a new face to the' whole na- 
tion, hath in a great meafure fubverted the former 
Hate of affairs, and hath almpft totally changed the 
manners, cuftoms, and habits of the people, more 
efpecially of the lower fort. The narrownefs of their 
fortune is changed into wealth ; the fimplicity of their 
manners into craft; their frugality into luxury ; their 
humility into pride ; and their fubjeflion into equality. 
The pliilofopher, perhaps, will think this a bad 
exchange, and may oe inclined to cry out with the 
poet, 

Sa<vior arms 

Luxuria tncuhuit 

Nullum crimen ahejl , facinufque libidinis, ix qU$ 

Paufertas Romana ferit. 
Again, 

Prima peregrtnos oh/cana featmia mores 

Intulity et turpi fregerunt Jacula luxm 

Di'vitia molles > ■ 

But the politician finds many emoluments to com- 
penfate all the moral evils introduced by trade, hj 
which the grandeur and power of the nation is-carried 
to a pitch that it could never otherwife have reached i 
arts and fciences are improved, and human life is em* 
bellilhed with every ornament, and furniflied witl 
every comfort which it is capable of tailing. 

In all thefc affertions he is right ; but lurely he for- 
gets himfelf a little, when he joins the phllofopher ii 
lamenting tlie introduction of luxury as a cafual evil 
for as riches are the certain confequence of trade, fo i 
-luxury the no Icfs certain confequence of riches ; nay 
trade and luxury do indeed fupport each other ; an> 
this latter, in its turn, becomes as ufeful to trade, a 
trade had been before to the fupport of luxury. 

To prevent this confequence therefore of a flourilh 
ing commerce, is totally to change the nature of things 
and to feparate the effedl from the caufe : A matter s 
impoffible in the political body as in the natural. Vice 
ana difcafes, with like Y^yCLcal ncceflity, arifc froi 
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certain habits in both ; and to reftrain and palliate 
the evil confcquenees, is all that lies within the reach 
of art. How far it is the bufinefs of the politician to 
interfere in the cafe of luxury, we have attempted to 
fhew in the following treatifc. 

Now, to conceive that fo great a change as this in 
the people fhould produce no change in the conftitu- 
tion, is to difcover, I think, as great ignorance as 
would appear in the phyfician, who fhould afTcrt, 
that the whole ftatc of the blood may be entirely al- 
tered from poor to rich, from cool to inflamed, with- 
out producing any alteration in the conftitution of 
the man. 

To put this in the cleareft light : there appear to 
me to be four forts of political power ; that of bodily 
flrcn^th, that of the mind, the power of the purfe, 
and the power of the fword. Under the fecond of 
thefe diviiions may be ranged all the art of the legifla- 
tor and politician, all the power of laws and govern- 
ment. Thefe do conflitute the civil power; and a 
date may then be faid to be in good order, when all 
the other powers are fubfervient to this ; when they 
own its fuperior excellence and energy, pay it a ready 
obedience, and all unite in fapport of its rule. " 

But fo far are thefe powers from paying fuch volun- 
tary fubmiffion, that tney are all extremely apt to re- 
bel, and to affert their own fuperiority j but none is 
more rebellious in its nature, or more difficult to be 
governed, thai) that of the purfe or money. Self-opi- 
nion, arrogance, infolcnce, and impatience of rule, 
are its almoft infeparabfe companions. 

Now if thefe affertions are true, what an immenfe 
acceffion of this power hath accrued to the common- 
alty by the increafe of trade ? for though the other or- 
ders have acquired an addition by the fame means^ 
yet this is- not in the fame proportion, as every reader, 
who will revolve the propofition but a moment in his 
own mind, mufl be fatisfied. 

And what may we 'hence conclude ? is that civil 

-power, which was adapted to the government of this 

order of people in that ftate in which they were at the 

Conqueft, capable of ruling them in their prefent fitua- 

N 5 VNft^l 
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tion ?* hftth this civil power kept equal pace with them 
in the increafe of its force, or bath it not rather, b^ 
the remiiTtiers of the magiftrate, loft much of its anti- 
ent energy r where is now that power of the (heriff, 
which could formerly awaken ai^ arm a whole coan- 
t>' in an inftant? where is thvLtpoJi comitatus, which 
attended at his beck r what is become of the cpniUtu- 
tions of Alfred, which the reader will find fet fort^i at 
large in the following treatife ? what of the antient 
confervators of the peace? have the jufUces, on whom 
this whole power devolves, an authority fuiEcient for 
the purpofe? In fome coonties, perhaps, you may 
. find an overgrown tyrant, who lords it over his neigh- 
bours and. tenants with defpotic fway, and who is as 
regardlefs of the law as he is ignorant of it ; but as to 
the magiilrate of a lefs fortune, and more knowledge, 
every riotous independent butcher or baker, with two 
or three thoufand pounds in his pocket, laughs at his 
power, and every pettyfogger makes him tremble. 

It is a common and popular complaint, that the 
julUces of peace have already too much power. In- 
deed a very little is too much, if it be abufed ; but, in 
truth, this complaint proceeds from a midake of baii- 
Jkefs for power : The bufinefs of the juilice is indeed 
multiplied by a great number of ftatutes ; but I knew 
not of any (the riot ad perhaps excepted) which hath 
at all enlarged his power. And what the force of that 
adt is, and how able the magiilrate is, by means of 
the civil power alone, to execute it in any popular 
commotion, I have myfelf experienced. But when a 
mob of chairmen or fervants,vor a gang of thieves and 
iliarpers, are almoil too big for the civil authority to 
fupprefjif^ what mufl be the cafe in a ieditious tumult, 
or general riot of the people ? 

From what hath been faid, I may, I think, con- 
clude, that the conilitution of this country is altered 
from it& antient Hate. 

2^Iy, That the power of the cpo^monalty hath re- 
ceived an immenle addition i and that the civil power 

having 
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havlog aot increafed, bat decreased, in the fame pro- 
per tioi^« is not able to govern them. 

.What may and maft be the confequenees of thls» 
as well as what remedy can be applied to it, I leave to 
the coniideration of others : I have proceeded far 
enough already on * the fubjeft, to draw fufEcient ill- 
will on myfelf, from unmeaning or ill- meaning peo- 
plcj who either do not forcfee the mifchievoas ten- 
dency of a total relaxation of government, or who 
have fbme private wicked purpofe to efFeft from pub- 
lic confuiion. 

In plain truth, the principal deCign of this whole 
work, is to roufe the civil power from its prefent le- 
thargic ftatc ; a defign, which alike oppofes thofe 
wild notions of liberty that are inconMent .with all 
government, and thofe pernicious fchemes of go- 
vernment, which are deftruftive of true liberty. 
However contrary indeed thefe principles may feeni 
to each other, they have both the fame common in- 
tereft ; or, rather, the former are the wretched tools 
of the latter : for anarchy is almoft fure to end in fome 
kind of tyranny. 

Dr. Middleton, in his Life of Cicero, hath a fine 
obfervation to my prefent purpofe, with which J will 
conclude this Preface. 

• From the railleries of the Romans, (fays he) on 

* the barbarity and mifery ofourijlandy one cannot help 

* rcfledling on the furpri/ing fate and revolutions of 

* kingdoms : how Rome, onee the miftrefs of the 

* world, the feat of arts, empire, and glory, now 

* lies funk in lloth, ignorance, and poverty ; enflaved 

* to the moft cruel as well as to the moft contempti- 

* ble of tyrants, fuperftithn and religious impojiure 2 
' while this remote country, anciently the jelt and 

* contempt of the polite Ro/nans, is become the happy 

* feat of liberty, plenty, and letters ; flourifhing in 
' all the arts and refinements of civil life; yet running 

* perhaps the fame courfe which Rome itfelf had run 

* before it ; from virtuous induftry to wealth ; from" 

* wealth to luxury ; from luxury to an impatience 

* of djfcjphne and corruption of mQx^\v\ v^^\x^ -jw 
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« total degeneracy and lofs of virtue, being grown 

« ripe for deftrudion, it falls a prey at laft to fomt 

* hardy oppreffor ; and; with the lofs of liberty, 

• lofing every thing elfe that is valuable, finks grt- 
' dually again into its oHginal barbarifai.* 
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E N CL U I R Y 

INTO 

THE CAUSES 

O F 

The late Increafe of Robbers, &c. 

INTRODUCTION. 

THE great increafe of Robberies within thefc 
few years, is an evil which to me appears to 
deferve fome attention ; and the rather as it feemt 
{though already become fo flagrant) not yet to have ar- 
rived to that height of which it is capable, and whick 
it is likely to attain : For difeafes in the political, as 
in the natural body, feldom fail going on to their cri- 
fis, efpecially when nouriihed and encouraged by 
faults in the conftitution. In fa£l, I make no doubt, 
but that the ftreets of this town, and the roads leading 
to it, will ihortly be impaflable, without the utmoS 
hazard; nor are we threatened with feeing lefs dange- 
rous gangs of rogues among us, than thofe which the 
Italians call the Banditti. 

Should this ever happen to be the cafe, we ihall 
Jiave fufficient reafon to lament that remiffnefs by 
which this evil was fuifered to grow to fo great a 
height. All diftempers, if I may once more refume 
the allufion, the fooner they arfe oppofed, admit of 
the cafier and the fafer cure. The great difficulty of 
.extirpating defperate gangs of robbers, when once 
collcAed into a body, appears from our own hiftory 
in former times. France hath given us a later cxam- 
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pie in the long reign of Cartonche, and his Bandttd ; 
and this under an abfolate monarchy, which affonis 
much more fpeedy and efficacious remedies againft 
thefe political diforders, than can be adminiftred in a 
free ftate^ wbofe forms of corredion are extremely flow 
and incertain, and whofe punifhments are the miMeft 
and the moil void of terror of any other in the known 
world. 

For my own part, I cannot help regarding the(c de- 
predations in a moil ferions light : nor can I help won- 
dering that a nation fo jealous of her liberties, that from 
the flighted canfe, and often without any caufe at all, 
we are always murmuring at our fuperiors, fhould 
tamely and quietly fupport the invafion of her proper- 
ties by a few of the loweft and vileft among us. Dotk 
not this fituation in reality level us with the moft M- 
flaved countries f If I am to be affaulted, and pillaged, 
and plundered ; if 1 can neither deep in my own houfe, 
nor walk the ftreets, nor travel in fafety ; is not my 
condition ^Imofl equally bad whether a licenfed or 
unlicenfed rogue, a dragoon or a robber, be the per- 
fon who afTaults and plunders Qie ? the only difference 
which I can perceive is, that the latter evU appears to 
be more ea'fy to remove. 

If this be, as I clearly think it is, tf e cafe, furcly 
there are few matters of more general concern than to 
put an immediate end to thefe outrages, which are 
already become fo nQtorious, and which, as I ob- 
ferved, do feem to threaten us with fuch a dangerous 
increafe. What indeed may not the pubHc appre- 
hend, when they are informed as an unqueftionable 
faft, that there are at this time a great gang of rogues, 
whofe number falls little (hort of a hundred, who are 
incorporated in one body, have officers and a treafury, 
and have reduced theft and robbery into a regular fyt* 
^tem. There are of this fociety men who appear in 
all difguifes, and mix in moft companies. Nor are 
they better verfed in every art of cheating, thieving, 
and robbing, than they are armed with every method 
of evading the law, if they ihould ever be difcovered, 
and an attempt made to V>T\Ti^\)^ewv^si\^^^R.^, Here, 
if they fail in lefcuiiv^ \5cvt i^ivl^\«x» ^x V>hV\sJcl\i^^^». 
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happens) in bribing or deterring the profecutor, they 
have for their laH refource fbme rotten members of the 
law to forge a defence for them^ and a great number 
of falfe witne/Tes ready to fuppor t it» 

Having feen the moil convincing proofs of all this^ 
I cannot help thinking it high time to pat fome ilop to . 
the further progrefs of fuch impudent and audacious 
infults, not only on ^he properties of the fubjett, but 
on the national juflice, and on the laws themfelves. 
The means of accomplifliing this (the bed which fug* 

ted themfelves to me) I fhall fubmit to the public con- 
deration ; after having firft enquired into the caufes 
of the prefent growth of this evil, and whence we have 
great reafon to apprehend its further increafe. Some 
of thefe I am too well verfed in the aifairs of this world 
to ezped to fee removed ; but there are others, 
which, without being over fanguine, we may hope tOv 
remedy ; and thus perhaps one ill confequence, at 
lead,- of the more dubborn political difeafes may 
ceafe. 

S E C T. I. 

Of too frequent and ex fenfire di'verjtons among the lower 
kind of people • 

FIRST then, I think, that the vaft torrent of 
luxury, which of late years hath poured itfelf 
into this nation, hath greatly contributed to produce, 
among many others, the mifchief I here complain of. 
.1 aim not nere to (atirize the great, amonjg whom 
luxury is probably rather a moral than a political evil» 
But vices no more than difeafes will flop with them ; 
for bad habits are as infe^ous by example, as the 
plague itfelf by conta£l. In free countries, at leaft. 
It is a branch of liberty claimed by the people to be as 
wicked and as profligate as their fup^riors. Thus 
whils the nobleman will emulate the grandeur of a 
prince ; and the gentleman will afpire to the proper 
ilate of the nobleman, the tradefman deps from behiiid 
his counter into the vacant place of the gentleman^ 
iVor dotii the confulion end \iete\ \x i«,^.Owi.^^^^wi 
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dregs of the people, who, afpiring ftill to a degree be- 
yond that which belongs to them, and not being able 
hy the fruits of honcft labour to fupport the ftatc 
which they afFe6l, difdain the wages to which their 
induflry would intitle them ; and abandoning them- 
fclves to idlenefs, the nM)re fimple and poor fpirited 
betake themfelves to a ftate of ftarving and beggary, 
while thofe of more art and courage become thieves, 
Iharpers, and robbers. 

Could luxury be confined to the palaces of the great, 
the fociety would not perhaps be much affe6led with 
it ; at lead, the mifchiefs, which I am now intending 
to obviate, can never be the confequence. For 
though, perhaps, there is not more of real virtue in 
the higher ftate, yet the fenfe of honour is there more 
general and prevalent. But thene is a much ftronger 
reafon. The means bear no probable proportion to 
the end : for the lofs of thoufands, or of a great-cftatc, 
18 not to be relieved or fupplied by any meansof com- 
mon theft or robbery. — With regard to fuch'tvils, 
therefore the legiflature might be juftified in leaving 
the punilhment, as- weli as the pernicious confequence, 
to end in the mifery, diftrefs, and fometimes utter 
ruin, of a private family. But when this vice defcends 
downward to the tradefman, the mechanic, and the 
labourer, it is certain to engender many political mif- 
chiefs ; and among the reft it is moft evidently the pa- 
rent of theft and robbery, to which not only the mo- 
■tive of want but of fhame conduces : for there is no 
■greater degree of fliame than the tradefman gene- 
rally feels at the firft inability to make his regnlar 
•payments ; nor is there any difficulty which hewotfU 
not undergo to avoid it. Here then the highway pro- 
' miies, and hath, I doubt not, often, given relief. 
Nay, I remember very lately a highwayman who con- 
feifed feveral roberies before me, hii motive to which, 
he affured me (and fo it appeared) was to pay a bill 
that was fhortly to become due. In this cafe, there- 
fore, the public becomes interefted; and confequendy 
the legiflature is obliged to interpofe. 

To give a final blow to luxury by any general pro- 
hibition^ if it would be advifeable> is .by no means 

^ofiible. 
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•ofllble. To fay the truth, bad habits in the body 
loliticy efpecialiy if of any durati^^^ arc fcldom to be 
vhoUy eradicated. Palluiij vcs nioiic .ire to be applied ; 
Lnd thcfe too in a free coLuitiKion inuil be of the gent- 
.eft kind^ and as moch r... poSible adapted to the taftc . 
md genius of the people. 

The gentleil methud which I know, and at the 
fame time peihap.i one of the moft efJVclual, of flop- 
ping the progrcfs of vice, is by removir:g the tempta- 
tion. Now the two great motives to luxury, in the 
mind of man, are vanity and voluptuoufnefs. The 
former of thefe operates but little in this regard with 
the lo\ver order of people. I do not mean that they 
have lefs of this pafTion than their betters; but the 
apparent impoflibility of gratifying it this way deters 
them, and diverts at leall this pafTion into another 
channel; for we find it puts them rather on vying 
with each other in the reputation of wealth, than ia 
the outward appearance of fhew and grandeur. Vo- 
laptaoufnefs, or the love of pleafurc, is that alone which 
leads them into luxury. Here then the temptation 
ia with all poSble care to be withdrawn from them. 

Now what greater temptation can die re be to vo- 
loptaoufnei^f than a place where every fenfe and ap- 
petite of which it is compounded, are fed and de- 
lighted ; where the eyes are feafled with fhew and 
the cars with muflc, and where gluttony'and drunken- 
nefs arc allured by every kind of dainty ; nay, where 
the finefl women are expofed to view, and where the 
meaneft perfon who can drefs himfelf clean, may ini 
fome decree mix with hi^ betters, and thus perhaps 
fatisfy his vanity as well as his love of pleafure ?. 

It may poiFibly be faid that thefe diverfions are 
cheap : I anfwer, that is one objedlion I have to them : 
was the price as high as that of a ridotto or an opera, 
it would, like thefe diverfions, be confined to th^ 
higher people only ; befides, the cheapnefs is really 
a delufion. Unthinking men are often deceived into 
cxpeoce ; as I once knew an honefl gentleman, who 
carried his wife and two daughters to a mafquerade, 
being told that he could have four tickets for four 
guineas 1 but found afterwards, \]\2X vgl dx^&%^ 
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« as both from gentle remiilion will acquire fbength. ci 

* From coiiilant labour arifes a certain dulnefs and :1 
' languoi of the fpirits ; nor would men with fuch 
' eagernifb afiefl them, if fport or merriment had not t 
' a certain natural iwcetnefs inherent in themfelves; i 
' the frequent ufe of which, however, will deftroy all 
' gravity and force in our minds. Sleep is neceilary 
' to our refrelhment; but if this be continued night 
' and day, it will become death. There is a great 
' diiference between the remifllon of any thing anditi 
' diniblution. Lawgivers, therefore, infticuted cer- 
' tain holydays, that the people might be compelled 
' by law to merriment, interpofin^ this as a necefiary 

* temperament to their labours [/].* 
Thus the Greek and Latin philofophers, thoagk 

they derive the inftitution differently, the one alledg- 
ing a divine and the other a human original, both 
agree that a neceffary relaxation from labour was the 
only end for which diverfion was invented and allowed 
to the people. This inftitution, as the former ofthde 
great writers tells us, was groHy perverted even in h\» 
time ; but furely neither then, nor in any age or na- ^^ 
tion, until now, was this perverfion carried tofofcaD- -, 
dalous an excefs as it is at prefent in this kingdom, 4b4 f< 
cfpecially in and near the metropolis, where the placv d 
oir pleafurearealmod beconae numberl^fsi.for, befides „ 
thofe great fcenes of rendezvous, wh^e the noblemw ^ 
and his taylor, the. lady of quality and her tii^wpman, f 
meet together and form one cbnunon^mbly, what 
an immenfe variety of places have this town and iM 
jneighbourhood fet apart for the amufement of the low- 
eft order of the people ; and where the mailer of the 
houfe, or weils, or garden, may be fatd to angle only 
in the kennels, where, baiting with the vileS mate- 
rials, he catches only the thoughtlefs and taftelefs rab- 
ble ? and thefe are carried on, not on a £ngle day^ or 
in a ilngle week ; but all of them during half» and 
/bme during the whole year. 

If a computation was made of the money expended 
in thefe temples of id\t\itfe V^^ xN^fc «lxvAkki, d« handi- 

[/] Sen. DcTtan<^>i\\\. KtCxmx, ^ . ^M • ^vx. \a^\- ^^^ 
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craft, the apprentice, and even the common labourer, 
the fum would appear exceffive ; but without putting 
ioayfelf to that trouble, I believe the reader will permit 
me to conclude that it is much greater than fuch per- 
fons can or ought to afford ; efpecially as idlenefs, its 
neceffary attendant, adds greatly to the debtor's fide 
in the account; and that the neceffary confequence 
inuft be ruin to many, who, from being ufefuL mem- 
bers of the fociety, will become a heavy burden or ab- 
folute nuifance to the public ; it being indeed a cer- 
tain method to fill the ftreets with beggars, and the 
gaols with debtors and thieves. 

That this branch of luxury hath grown to its pre- 
fent height, is owing partly to a defe<^l in the laws ; 
and this defeft may, with great decency and refpedl 
to the legiflature, be very truly imputed to the re- 
cency of the evil ; for, as our anceilors knew it not, 
they may be well excufedTor not having foiefeen and 
guarded again ft it. If therefore it fliould feem now 
neceffary to be retrenched, a new law will, 1 appre- 
hend, be neceffary for that purpofe; the powers of 
the magiftrate being fcarce extenfive enough, under 
any proviiion extant, to deftroy a hydra now become 
fo pregnant and dangerous. And it would be too 
dangerous as well as too invidious a talk to oppofe the 
mad humours of the populace, by the force of any 
doubtful obfolete law ; which, as I have hinted be- 
fore, could not have been diredlly levelled at a vice, 
which did not exift at the time when the law was 
made. 

But, while I am recommending fome reftraint of this 
branch of luxury, which furely appears to be necef- 
fary, I would be underftood to aim at the retrench- 
ment only, not at the extirpation, of diverfion ; nay, 
and in this reftraint, I confine myfelf entirely to the 
lower order of people. Pleafure always hath been, and 
always will be, the principal bufinefs of perfons of 
fafhion and fortune, and more efpecially of the ladies, 
for whom I have infinitely too great an honour and re- 
fpeft to rob them of any their lea^ atft>3Lfemt.TsX» V^x. 
them have their plays, operas, ond ox^xorvo^, xl^'ivt 
nafquerades and ridottos : their aff^xa>aY\^^> ^^>a.\sw^. 
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routs, riots, and hurricanes ; their Ranelagh a 
Vauxhall ; their Bath, Tunbridge, Briftol, Scarl 
rough, and Cheltenham ; ' and let them have th 
beaus and danglers to attend them at all thefe ; i 
the only ufe for which fuch beaus are fit ; and I h 
feen, in the courfe of my life, that it is the only ( 
to which, by fenfible women, they are applied. 

In diversion, as in manv other particulars, the i 
per part of life is diHinguifhed from the lower. ] 
' the great therefore anfwer for the employment of th 
time, to themfelves, or to their fpiritual govemc 
The fociety will receive fome temporal advantage fr 
their luxury. The more toys wnich children of 
ages confume, the brifker will be the circulation 
money, and the greater the increafe of trade. 

The bufinefs of the politician is only to prev 
the contagion from fpreading to the ufeful part 
mankind, the FTIinONON rib*TK02 FFNOS [^ 
and this is the bulinefs of perfons of fafhion and forti 
too, in order that the labour and induftry of the ; 
may adminifter to their pleafures, and furni{h th 
with the means of luxury. To the upper part 
mankind Time is an enemy, and (as they themfcl 
often confcfs) their chief labour is to kill it; where 
with the others, time and money are almoft fyno 
mbus ; and as they have very little of each to fpare. 
becomes the legiflature, as much as poffible, to f 
prefs all temptations whereby they maybe induced 
profufely to Iquander either the one or the other ; fi 
all fuch profusion muft be repaired at the coil of 
public. 

Such places of plcafure, therefore, as arc totally 
apart for the ufe of the great world, I meddle 
with. And though Ranelagh and Vauxhall, by r 
Con of their price, are not entirely appropriated to 
people of faftiion, yet they are feldom frequented 
any below the middle rank ; and a ilrift regard to 
cency is prefervcd in them both. But furely two fi 
places are fufficient to contain all thofe who have : 
title to fpcud t\icit umt\iELxV\^'\^\t> \^^>i<rfv othcrv 
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innocent way. Nor (hould fuch a falhion be allowed 
to fpread into every village round London, and by . 
degrees all over the kingdom ; by which means, not 
only idlenefs, but all kinds of immorality, will be 
encouraged. 

I cannot difmifs this head, without mentioning a 
notorious nuifance, which hath lately arifen in this 
town ; I mean, thofe balls where men and women of 
loofe reputation meet in difguifed habits. As to the 
mafquerade in the Hay-market, I have nothing to fay; 
xl really think it a filly rather than a vicious enter- 
tainment; but the cafe is very different with thefe 
inferiour mafquerades ; for thefe are indeed no other 
than the temples of drunkennefs, lewdnefs^ and all 
kind of debauchery. 

SECT. !!• 

OfD RUNKENNESS:, afecond con/equence of luxury among 
the vulgar, 

BU T the expence of money, and lofs of time, 
with their certain confequences, are not the only 
evils which attend the luxury of the vulgar ; drunken- 
nefs is almoil: infeparably annexed to the pleafures of 
fuch people ; a vice by no means to be conflrued as 
a fpintual offence alone, fince fo many temporal mif-* 
chiefs arife from it ; amongft which are Ytry fre- 
quently robbery and murder itfelf. 

I do not know a more excellent inftitution than 
that of Pittacus, mentioned by Ariftotle in his Poli- 
tics {ii] ; by which a blow given by a drunken man, 
was more feverely punifhed than if it had been gi- 
ven by one that was fober ; for Pittacus, fays Ariftotle, 
€onJidered the utility of the public (as drunken men are more 
aft to fir ike) and not the excufe, nuhich might otheriuifg 
be alloived to their drunkennefs. And fo far both the - 
civil law and our own have followed this inftitution, 
that neither have admitted drunkennefs to be an ex- 
cufe for any crime. 

[£>] L. ii. c. 10, ,^- • 
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This odious vice (indeed the parent of all others) 
as hiilory informs us, was firft introduced into thii 
kingdom by the Danes, and with very mifchievoas 
tffehs. Wherefore that excellent prince Edgar the 
peaceable, when he fet aboat reforming the manners 
of his people, applied himfelf very particularly to 
the remedy of this great evil, and ordered filver or 
gold pins to be fixed to the fides of fheir pots and 
cups, beyond which it was not lawful for any perfoi 
to drink [/]. 

What penalty was afExed to the breach of this in- 
ftitution, I know not; nor do I find any punifhment 
in our books for the crime of drunkennefs, till the 
time of Jac. I. in the fourth year of whofe reign it 
was enaded, * That every perfon lawfully conviftcd 

* of drunken nefs fhall, for every fuch olFcnce, forfeit 

* the fum of five Ihillings, to be paid within a week 
« next after his, her, or their convidUon, to the hands 
' of the church-wardens of the parilh where, &c. to 

* the ufe of the poor. In default of payment, thefua 

* to be levied by diftrefs ; and, in default of diftrefs, 

* the ofi^ender is to be committed to the flocks, there 
' to remain for the fpace of fix hours [i].' 

For the fecond offence, they are to be bound to tkeir j 
good behaviour, with two fureties, in a recognizance | 
of ten pounds [/]. 

Nor is only that degree of drunkennefs forbidden, 
which Mr. JDalton defcribes, ' fo as to flaggiT and 
' real to and fro, and where the fame legs which carry 

* him into a houfe, cannot carry him out again [w];* 
for, by the fame ad of parliament, all perfons who 
continue drinking or tipling in any inn, vidualliog- 
houfe, or ale-houfe, in their own city, town or parifli 
(unleis, fuch as being invited by a traveller, fhaJl ac- 
company him during his neceflary abode there ; or 
except labouring and handicraftmen in cities, and 
corporate and market towns, upon a working day, ' 
for an hour at dinner-time, in a;e-houfes, where they , 
take their diet ; and except labourers and workmen, | 

chip. v. fea, 6. \ni\ti^V^* Cv.-.^.H^^. 'l^^. V 
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vho, during their continuance in any work^ Ihall 
odge or viftual in any inn, &c. or except for ibme 
argent and necefTary occafion, to be allowed by two 
jullices of the peace) fhall forfeit the fum of three fliil- 
lings and fixpence, for the ufe of the poor ; to be le- 
vied as before, and, for want of dillrefs, to be put in 
the Hocks for four hours [«]. 

This a£l hath been ftill farther enforced by apother 
in the iame reign [o]. By the latter a«5l, the tipler 
is liable, whether his habitation be within the fame 
or any other parifh. 2<//y, The proof by one witnefs 
is made fufficient ; and, ^^ly, A vfty extraordinary 
claufe is added, by which the oath of the party of- 
fending, after having confcfTed his own crime, is 
made evidence againil any other offender, though at 
the fame time. 

Thus we fee the legiflature have taken the utmoft 
care not only to punifli, but even to prevent, this vic^ 
of drunkennefs, which the preamble of one of th^ 
foregoing llatutes calls a loathfome and odious Jtn, and 
the root and foundation of many other enormous fins, 
as murder, &c. Nor doth the wifdom of our law flop 
here. Our cautious anceftofs have endeavoured to re- 
move the temptation, and, in a great meafure, to take 
away from the people their very power of ofr'ending 
this way. And this by going to the fountain-head* 4 
and endeavouring to regulate and reftrain the fcenes 
of thefe diforders, and to confine them to thofe ufes 
for which they were at firft dc/igned ; namely, fof 
the reii, refrelhment, and convenience of travellers. 

A curfory view of the ftatutes on this head will 
demon Urate of what confequencc to fociety the fup- 
prelT'on of this vice ^as in the opinion of our ancef- 
tors^. 

By the common law, inns and ale-houfcs might be 
kept ad libitum \ but if any diforders were fuftered in 
them, they were indidable as a common nuifance. 

The firll reform which I find to have been made 
by parliament, was in the reign of Henry VII [^], 

ffi] Jac.I, chap.'w. fe£l. 4. & 1 ]ar.\, tV^^.W, 
[o] zijjc.l, chdp. vii. \p\ iiWtti.NW. 

Vol. XL O ' "^"^^-^ 
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when two jnftices were empewered to fupprcfs an ale- 
houfe. 

The ftatutc of Edward VI Tq] is the firft which re 
quires a precedent licence. By this aft, no man can 
keep an ale-houfe, without being licenced by the 
feflions, or by two juftices ; but now, by a late ftatute, 
all licences granted by juftices out of their fcfiions are 
void[f-]. 

By the ftatute of Charles I [j], which alters the 
penalties of that of Edward VI. the punifhment fof 
keeping an ale-houfe, or common felli-ng aJe, beer, 
cyder, and perry, without a Jiccnce, is to pay twenty 
(hillings to the ufe of the poor, to be levied by ,dif- 
trefs ; which, if fatisfadion be ijot made within three 
days, is tobc fold. And if there be no goods whereon 
to diftraiiij and the money be not paid within fix 
days after conviftion, the offender is to be delivered 
to the conftaiile,' or fome inferior officer, to bd 
whipped. For the fecond offence, he is to be com- 
mitted to the houfc of corredion for a month ; and" 
for the thii:d^ he is to be committed to the faid houfe, 
till, by order of the juftices^ at their general ft ffions, 
he be difcharged. 

The convidion is to be on ^e view of the juftice^ 
confeilion of the party, or by the oath of two wit- 
nelTes. 

And by this ftatutc, if the conftible or officer to 
whom the party is committed to be whipt, &c. do 
not execute his warrant, the jufticc iha^l commit h'm 
to prift>n, there to remain till he ftiall procure fome 
one to execute the faid warrant, or until he fball pay- 
forty fliillirtgs to the ufe of the poor. 

The juftices, at the time of granting the licence, 
Ihall take a recognizance from, the party not to fuffer 
a^y (Unlawful ?ames, nor other diforders, in his houfe ; 
wlMcb is to oe certified to the feffions ; and the juf- 
tices there have af power to proceed for the forfei- 
ture [/]. 

[I] 3 Car. I. ca^. U, V\ S^^^^* ->=^-^-^- 
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By the flatute of Jac. I. [«], ale-houfe-keepers, 
kvho.faiFer townfmcn to fit tipling (unlefs in the 
cafes abbvementiohed r«w] , forfeit ten fhilliugs to tlie 
poor ; the diftrefs to be fold within fix days ; and i€ 
no diftrefs can be had, the party is to be committed 
till the forfeiture is paid. 

Vintners, who keep inns or vidualling-houfes, are 
within this adl[jf]. 

And by two feveral ftatutes [j?], ale-houfe-keepers, 
convifted of this offence, are prohibited from keeping 
an ale-houfe for the fpace of three years. 

JuiHces. of peace likewife, for any diforders com- 
mitted in ale-houfes contrary to the condition of the' 
recognizance, may fupprefs fuch houfes [z] ; but then 
the proceeding muil 02 on the recognizance, and the 
breach of the condition proved [<?]. 

Now, on the concife view of ihcfe feveral laws, it 
appears, that the legiHaiure have been abundantly 
careful on this head ; and that the only blame lies on - 
the remiffnefs with which thefe wholefome proviiions 
have been executed. 

But though I will not undertake to defend the 
magiftrates of former times, who have furely been, 
guilty of fome negleft of their duty; yet, on behalf 
of the prefent commiifioners of the peace, I raviil ob- 
ferve, their cafe is very different. What phylicians 
tell us of the animal funflions, will hold true when 
applied to laws; both, by long diftife, lofe all their 
elafticity and force. Froward habits grow on men, 
as they do on children, by lon;^^ indulgence ; nor will 
either fubniit eafily to correction in matters where 
they Jiave been accullomed to ad at their pleafure. 
They are very different offices, to execute a new or a 
well known law, and to revive one which isobfol^ e. 
In I he cafe of a known law, cuilom brings men to fub- 
miffion ; and in all new provifions, the ill-will, if 
any, is levelled at the leglilature, who are much morQ 
able to fupport it than a few, or a fingle magiitrate. 
If therefore it be thought proper to fupprefd this vice, 

fuj Cap. ix, vhifup, [ w] Supra, l? . 1 ^. \T\ x\\«. c^^Q. Q^ 'X'v^vt'^ « 
/>7 J Car. I. cap. iv. fyl 7 Tac I. cao. x. 'i.\ \v:A» ^vi.^"<^- 
HS^' Vl uh. Cup. ^•'-* \e\ ^;\Vl. ^V 
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the Icgiflaturc muft once more take the matter into 
their hands ; and to this, perhaps, they will be the 
more inclined, when it comes to iheir knowledge, 
that a new kind of drunkennefs, unknown to our 
ance:lors, is lately fprung up amongft; us, and which, 
if not put a flop to, will infallibly dellroy a great part 
of the inferiour people. 

The drunkennefs I here intend, is that acquired by 
the Urongeft intoxicating liquoi's, and particularly by 
that poifon called gin ; which, I have great reafon to 
think, is the principal fudenance (if it may be fo 
called) of more than an hundred thoufand people in 
this metropolis. Many of thefe wretches there are, 
who fwallow pints of this poifon within the twenty- 
four hours ; the dreadful efFcds of which I have the 
misfortune every day to fee, and to fmell too. But 
r have no need to infift on my own credit, or on that 
of my informers ; the great r(r.'cnue arifing from the 
tax on this liquor (the confumption of which is al- 
moil wholly confined to the lowelt order of people) 
will prove the quantity confumed belter than any 
other evidence. 

Now, bcfides the moral ill confcquences occafioned ! 
by this drunkennefs, with which, in this treatife, I 
• profcfs not to deal; how greatly muft this be'fup- 
pofedto contribute to thofe political mifchiefs which 
this effay propofes to remedy ? This will appear from 
confidering, that, however cher.p this vile potion may 
"be, the poorer fort will not eafily be able to fupply 
themfelvcs with the quantities they dc fire ;. for -the 
intoxicating draught itielfdifqualifies them from ufmg 
any honeil means to acquire it, at the fame time 
that it removes all fenfe of fear and fhame, and em- 
boldens them to commit every defperate and wicked 
enterprizc. Many inftances of this I fee daily: 
wretches are often brought before me, charged with 
theft and robbery, whom I am forced to confine be- 
fore they are in a condition to be examined; and 
when they have afterwards become fober, I have 
pI-Ainly perceived, from x\v^ ^^x.t o^ xVt ^"aXe^ that the 
p/>/ aiane v^as the cauk o5 \1\^ u^.w^^^^'S^^^ % ^Ww 
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en fometimes forry that I was obliged to commit 
*m to prifon. 

But, beyond all this, there is a political ill confe- 
ence of this drunkennefs, which, .though it doih 
t ftridly fall within my prefent purpofe, I fhall be 
cufed for mentioning ; it being indeed the greattil 
il of all, and which muil, I think, awaken our le- 
lature to put a final period to fo deftrudive a prac- 
e. And this is that dreadful ccnfequence, which 
ift attend the poifonous quality of this pernicious 
uor to the health, the llrength, and the very being, 
numbers of his majefty's moft ufeful fubjeiSls. I 
ve not enough of phyfical knowledge, to difplay 
; ill cfFe^ls which fuch poifonous liquors produce 
the conflitution ; for thefe I ihall refer the reader to 
e phyfical account of the nature of all diJiiUed fpiritiious 
Morsy and the effeSl they ha<ve en human bodies [^h"], 
id though, perhaps, the confequence of this poifon, 
it operates flowly, may not fo vifibly appear in the 
ninution of the llrength, health, and lives of the 
?fent generation ; yet let a man caft his eyes but a 
>ment towards our poftcrity, and there the dread- I 

confequences mutt ftrike on the meaneil: capacity, 
d muit alarm, I think, the moil flugg^ifn dcgicc of 
blic fpirit. What muft become of the infant who 
conceived in gin ; with the poifonous diflillations 
which it is nourifhed both in the womb and at the 
;aft ? Are thefe wretched infants (if Aich can be 
tpofed capable of arriving at the age of maturity) 
become our future failors, and our foriire grena- 
Ts} Is it by the labour of fuch as thefe, that all 
' emoluments of peace are to be procured us ; and 
the dangers of war averted from us I V/hat could 
Edward or an Henry, a Marlborough or a Cum- 
Innd, effeft with an army of fuch wretches ? Doth 
thif. polluted fource, inllead of producing fen ants 
the hufbandman c r artificer ; inilead of provid- 
recruits for the fea or the field ; promife only to 
alms-houfes and hofpiials, and to infeft the ureets 
h Rench and di/eafes ? 

/' Thh was compofed by a- very UarnaA AWvtit, >n'\V\^^ '».^- 
?eoffrveral phyfichns, and pub\v(htd \n\Ve ^t^t A-\\^« '^^'^ 
', Djfiilied S/trLuoui. Liquors the Bmc of tbc 14aUQ«v - 

O 3 ^^ 
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In folemn truth, there is nothing of more 1 
confideration, nor which more loudly calls foi 
medy, than the evil now complained againfl. 
what can be more worthy the care of the Icgifl 
than to prefenre the mordls, the innocencr, th? 1 
ttrcngth and lives of a great part (I will rcpea 
mod ufeful part) of the people ? So £ar am I, 
own opinion, from leprefen ting this in tooferi 
too ftrong a light, that I can^ find fto words, or 
phor, adequate to my idea^ on this fabje^. T 
inventor of this diabolical liquor may be ccmpa 
the poifoncr of a fountain, whence a l^gc city 
derive its waters ; the higKeft crime, as it hath 
thought, of which human nature is capable.' 
gree of villany, indeed, of which I cannot re- 
9iny example : but furely, if fuch was ever pfa^fe 

fovernors of that city could not be thought blar 
id tliey not endeavour, to the utmoft, to vwthho 
citizens from drinking the pbifonpus draught ; ; 
fuch a general thirft after it prevailed, as, « 
told, pofleiled the people of Athens at the time 
plague [c], what could jullify the not effeduall; 
ting off all aqucdufts, by which the poifon wa 
pcrJed among the people. 

Nor will any thing lefs than abfolute deletion 
on the prefent occaSon. It is not making me 
50/. or 500/. for a licence to poifdn ; nor enk 
the quantity from two gallons to ten, which wi 
tirpate fo ftubborn an evil. Here may, perhaj 
no little difficulty. To lay the axe to the ftill- 
and prohibit all diftillcry in general,- would deftn 
chemilh If diftilling this or that.fpirit was forbi 
we know how cafily all partial pronibitions are 
ed ; nay, the chemift (was the matter confin 
him) would foon probably become a common difl 
and his fhop no better than a ginfhop ; fince w 
more common than for men to adopt the moral 

ran into the w^iUs, \e.v>^ c^^T\"?iAtv\N \o\\tt.vSt<^ \s,>j ^.tivxvviJ 
'J.-r/*. Thocydid. 9. 111. e^A« Ha^^WV 
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hief at a fire, and to work tlieir own private emolument 
jat of a public mifchie^. Suppofc all fpirituous li- 
quors were-, together with other poifon, to be locked 
Qp in the cheroiih or apothecaries- (hops, thence never 
t4i be drawn, till forae excellent phyAcian calls them 
for^h for the cure of nervous diftempers ; or fuppofe 
the price was to be raifed fo hieh, by a fevero impoft, 
diat gia would be placed entirely beyond the reach of 
the vulgar ! Qr perhaps the wifdom of the legiflature 
may devife abetter and moreefFeftual way. 

But if . the difficulty be really infupcrable, or if 
tb::re be any political reafon againit the total demo- 
lition of this poifon, fo ftrong as to countervail the 
prefervfUioQ of the morals, health and beings of fijch 
numbci;s ofhis majefly's fubjeds ; let us, however, in 
'ibme pieafure, f alliate the evil, and leffen its imme- 
diate ill confequences, by a more cffeftual prcvifion 
againft drunkennef#than any we have at prefent, in 
T/hich tha method of convifUon is too tedious and di- 
fatory. Some little care on this head is furely necef- 
Pary : for though the encreafe of thieves, and the de-. 
(Iruilion of-inorality ; though the lofs of oiir labour 
»r«, our failors, and our foldiers, {h6uld not be fuili- 
?ient reafon s ; there is one which feems to be unan- 
fwcrablc, and that is, the lofs of our gin-drinkers : 
fxnce, Ihould the drinking of this poifon be continued 
.n its prefent height during the next twenty years, 
ihere will, by that time, be very few of the common 
people left to drink it. 

SECT. III. 

D/* Gaming among the 'vulgar 'y a third con/equence of 
their luxury, 

IC O M E now to the laft great evil which arifes 
from the luxury of the vulgar ; and this is gam- 
ng : a fchool in which moft highwaymen of great 
Jminence have been bred. This vice is the more dan- 
gerous, as it is deceitful, and, contrary to every 
tiler fpecies. of luxury, flatters lU 'vox.'m^^ ^wv^^^wt. 
opes ofincrea^ng their wealth -, fo xXi^X vi^xv^^vl^^ 
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i^ fo far from fecuring us againft its temptations, that 
it often betrays the more thoughtlefs and giddy p?jt 
of mankind into them ; promifing riches without 
bounds, and ihofe to be acquired by the moil fodden 
as well as cafy and indeed pleafant means. 

And here I muft again remind the reader, that I have 
only the In feriour part of mankind under my confider- 
ation, I am not lb ill-bred as to diflurb the company 
at a polite afilmbly ; nor fo ignorant of our conltitu- 
tion, as to imagine, that there is a fuf^icient energy 
in the executive part to controul tkc oeconomy of tic 
great, who are beyond the reach of any, unlefs capi- 
tal, laws. Faihion, under whofe guidance they are, 
and which created the evil, can alone cure it. Wiih 
patience therefore muft we wait, till this notable mif- 
treis of the few fhall, in her good time, accomplifh fo 
dcfirablc a change : in fa6l> till great men become 
wifcr or better; till the prevalence of fome laudiible 
taite (hall teach them a worthier manner of employing 
their time; lill they have fenfe enough -to be reafoncd, 
modelly enough to be laughed, or confcience encugk 
to be frightened, out of a iilly, a ihameful and a linial 
proHi^jdcy, at' ende with hcrrid walle of time, acd the 
cruel atulrudicn ». f the families of others, oroflheircwn. 
In the mean time we may, I think, reafonably de- 
fire of thefe great perfonagc^f, that they would keep 
their favorite vice to themfelves, and not fuffcr others, 
whofe birth or fortune gives them no title to be above I 
the terror of the laws, or the cenfurc of their betters^ | 
to ihare wirh them in this privilege. Surely we may 
give great men the fame advice, which Archer, in the 
play, gives to the officers of the army ; To kick cut all 

« in red hit their o<wn. What temptations caa 

gamekers of falhion have, to admit inferiour (harpers 
into their fociety ? Common fenfe, {\yxt\yy will not 
fufter a man to rifque a fortune againft one who hath 
none of his own to (take againft it. 

lam well apprifcd that this is not much the cafe with 

pcriuns of the (irft figure ; but to gentlemen (and 

e/i;eciaUy the voung^et toO^ c>^ vVva fecoivd degree, 

xhciQ ft: I lows hivve ioMivd xsvmOev \^o t^Vj -axv ^^^'tS-.. 

Particularly at: ik<j fcv^taV ^^W^ ^^^W V^xs^^g^xV-^^ 
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Paid gaming places) in this kingdom, too little care is 
taken to prevent the promifcuoiis union of company ; 
and fiiarpers of the lowed kind have frequently there 
found admifuon to their fuperiors, upon no other pre- 
tence or merit than that of a laced coat, and with nO 
other ftock than that of affurance. 

Some few of thefe fellows, by luckily falling in 
with an egregious bubble, feme thoughtlefs young 
heir, or more commonly heirefs, have fu'cceeded in a 
manner, which, if it may give fome encouragement 
to others to imitate them, ihould, at the fame time, 
as ftrongly admonilh all gentlemen and ladies to be 
cautious with whom they mix in public places, and to 
avoid the fharper as they would a peft. Bdt much 
the greater part of fuch adventurers have met with a- 
tnore probable and more deferved fate ; and having 
^xhaaftefi their little fund in iheic attempts, have been- 
reduced to a dilemma, in which it required more juig- . 
tnent and refolution than are the jproperty of many / 
nien„ and more true fenfe of honour than belongs tO 
my debauched mind, to extricate themfelves by ho-. 
left means. The only means, indeed, of this kind, 
ire to quit their aflumed Hation, and to return to that 
railing, however mean and laborious, to which they 
were born and bred. 

But, befides that the way to this is often cbllrufted 
ivith almoft infuperable difficulties ; and falfe fliame,. 
It its very entrance, dafhes them in; the face ; how^ 
raiily are they difluaded from fuch difagreeablc 
thoughts, by the temptations with which fortune al- '_ 
[ures them, of a poffibility, at leaft, of ftill fupporting 
their falfe appearances, and of retrieving all their for- 
mer hopes ? How greedily, may we imagine, this ©n- 
:han ting alternative will be embraced by every^bold 
oaind, in fuch circuraftances ? for what but the danger 
>f the undertaking can deter one, who hath nothing. 
)f a gentleman but his drefs, to attain which he hath 
ilready diveiled himfelf of all fenfe of honefty ? How 
»afy is the tranfition from fraud to force? from a game- 
ier to a rogue ? perhaps, indeed, it is civil to fup- 
>ofe it any tranfition at ail. 
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From this fource, therefore, fevcral of our mod 
notabk iiighwaymen hive proceeded pand this hath 
like wife been the fource of many other depredations 
on the honvi part of mankind. So mifchievous have 
been this kind of fhiirpers in fociety, that they have 
fallen under the particular notice of the legiflature : 
ibr a ftatutc in the reign of queen Anne, reciting, 

* That divers lewd and diffolute perfons live at great 

* cxpenccs, having no vifibl* eftatc, profeHion, or 
' calling, to maintain themfelves, but jTupport thofe 
' expences by gamij>g only ;' enads, * That any two 

* juilices of the peace may caufc to be brought before 
' ihem all perfons, within their rcfpcAive limits, whom 

* they Ihall have juft caufe to fufpeft to have no viii- 

* ble eftate, profv^iTion, or calling, to maintain them- 

* felves by, but Jo, for the moll part, fn|>portthenr- 

* felves by gaming ; and if fuch perfons fhali not make 

* the contrary appear to fuch juftices, they are to be 

* bound to their good behaviour for a twelvemonth ; 

* and, in default of fufficient fecurity, to" be committed 
' till they can find fuch fecurity; which fecurity (irr 

* cafe they give it) is to be forfeited on their playifcg 
. * or betting at any one time for more thzin the vahie 

* of 20 J. {ny ' 

As to gaming in the lower xrlaiTes of Ufe, So pUitily 
tending to the ruin of tradefmcn, the deftradiion of 
youth, and to the mut%i plication of every kind of 

[</J 9 Anny, chap. »»». fc£l. 6, 7. It would he of great fervite 
to the purtif , to txtcnd this ftatutc to idle persons and fharpers in 
general \ for many fupport themfelves by fraud«, and cheating 
pradlice', even worfe than gaming ; and have the impudence to ap- 
pear in the drcfs of gentlemen, and at j>uMic places, wichoui Having 
any pretenfions of birth or fortune, or without ahy'honeft or.TifiUe 
means of livelihood v»hatcver. Such a law would nqx be without 
a precedent j tor fuch is the excellent ioftitucion meotioned bjf He- 
rddotus, in his Euterpe. —< Amafis (fays that hiftorian) cftaMiAc^ 

* a law in Egypt, that every Egypiian ihould annually declare before 

* the governor of the province, by what means he maintaiaed'him^ 

* ielf i and all. thofe who did not appear, or who could not preve 
^ that they had fome lawful livelihood, were poniOied by dbeatht 

' This ia:w Solon introduced into Athens, vrhere it was loof is* 
' vioJa bly prefcrvfid as a mo^ *^v\^ ^tvl «^>a:\\^W«\i«Hv^aii.* Herod., 
ed» t. Hudfoni, p. i ^%. '^VVxs v>»^\t^^tta \* Wri\^ \i4^ S!W^t^\>s^ 
tiie Jaw, under a miUw ptii^Vt^, \^^c\\^^tvViV^>«t^V.^^ 
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' fraud and violence, the legiflaturc hath provided very 
wholefome laws [e]. 

By the 33d of Henry VIII. • Every artificer, craftf- 

* man of any handycraft or occupation, hufbandxnan, 
^ labourer, fervant at hufl>andry, journeyman or fer- 

* van t of artificer, mariners, filherman, watermen, 

* or any ferving men, are prohibited from playing at 

* tables,, dice, cards, &c, out ^f Chriftmas ; and in 
' Chriilmasare permitted to play only in their mailers 

* houfes, or ia his prefence, under the penalty of 20x. 

* And all manner of perfons are prohibited from play- 

* ing at any bowl or bowls, in any open place out 

* of their garden or orchard, under th? penalty ^f. 

* The conviiUon to be by aftion, information, 

* brH,or otherwife, in any of the king's courts; one 

* half of the penalty to the informer. 

* Provided that f?rvants may play at any times 

* with their maftcrs, or by ihcir licence ; and all per- 

* fons, who h^vc iQoi, per annum, freehold, may 
• ' give their ftriancs,*. or others rcforting to their 

* ' houfes, a licence to play within the preciiift of their 

* hotties, gardens, or orchard.' 

By this ftatute likewife, * No perfon whatever, by 
- * himfelf, fador, deputy, fervant, or other perfon, 
^* ihall, for gain, k^ep, &;c. any common houfe, al- 

* ley, or place of bowlings coayting, claih-coyls, 

* half-bowl, tennis, dicing-table, or carding, or any 

* other ma;nncr of game, prohibited by any ftatute 
r heretofore made, or any unlawful game invented or 
' miade, or any other hew unlawfal game hereafter to 
' bq invented or made; the penalty is 40/. per day, 

* for keeping the houfe, 6cc. and 6s, 2d. for every per- 
*)fon haunting, and playing at fuch houfe. Thefe 
^ penalties to be recovered, &c. as above. 

•fr] By a ftatute made in the reign of Edward IV. now repealed, 
playing at fereral games, therein menyoncd. was puniihcd by two 
years imprifonmeat, and the forfeiture of lo/. and the mafter of 
ih« houfe was to be iirprifoned for three year?, and to forfeit 20/, 
A igtfat fum m thofe days ! 

O 6 * >^^ 
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' And all leafes of gaming-houfes, alleys, &c. ait 

* made void at the eledion of the Icffee.' 
Farther by the faid llatute, * Power is given to all 

* jailices of peace, mayors, or other head-ofiicers, in 

* every city, &c. to enter fufpe^ed hoafes and places, 
« ani to commk the keepers of the faid boufes, and 

* the perfons there haunting, rcforting, and playing, 

* to priibn y and to keep them in prifon, till the 

* kc<?pers have found fureties to enter into a recogni- 

* zance to the king's ufe, no longer to keep luch 

* ho ufe, &c. and the perfons there fpnnd, to be oound, 

* by themfelves, or with fureties, &c. at the difcrc- 
' tion of the judice, &cv no more to haunt the faid 
' places, or play at any of the faid games,' 

And now, by the ftatute of George H. this laft claufc 
is enforced, by giving the juftice the fame power on 
the information of two perfons, as he had before on 
view ; and, by a more explicit power, to take fnreties 
or not of the party, at his difcretion. 

Lafily, The ftatute of Henry VIII. enjoins the jufti- 
ces, &c. to make due fearch weekly, or once fer 
month, at the fartheft, under the penalty of forfeiting 
40J. for every month, during their negleft. 

Thus ftands the \:\\v ; by which it may appear, that 
the magi Urate is armed with iufficient authority tn 
deftroy all gaming among the inferiour people ; and 
that, without his ne?^k(it or cpnnivance, no fach nur- 
fance can poffib^y exift. ' 

And yet, perhaps, the fault may not f© totally lie at 
hi^ doer ; for the recognizance is a mere bugbear, on- 
lefs the part) svho breaks it fhould be fued thereon ; 
which, as it is attended with great expence, is nefvcr 
done ; fo that, though many have forfeited it, nofa 
£nge example of an eilreat hath been made within my 
remembrance. 

Again, it were to be wifhed, that the ftatute of 
George II. had required no more than one witnefs to 
the information : for even one witnefs, as I have 
found by experience, is very difficult to be procured. 

However, as live Uw tvow is, feeing that the gene- 
ral bent of the pc .. - o^^^k^ '^^'^^'^^ ^"^ xJ^v^ n>^^\>s. 
i5 certainly in a £t^^x va^^^>^x^ >«'v.Wn>^^ ^^^^^^^, 



INCREASE OF ROBBERS, Sec. 301 
power to fupprefs it, and fo to harrafs fuch as propofe 
to find their account in it, that thefe would Ibon be 
difcouraged from the undertaking ; nor can I con-' 
elude without obferving, that this haih been lately 
executed with great vigour within the liberty of Well- 
minder. 

There are, befidefs, feveral other provifions in our 
fUtute books againft this deflrudlive vice. By the 
llatute of queen Anne [/*], whoever cheats at play, 
forfeits five times the fum won by fuch cheating, (hall 
be deemed infamous, and fuffer fuch corporal punifh- 
mcnt as in cafe pf perjury. And whoever wins above 
10/. at any onf fitting, fhall likewife forfeit five times 
the fum won. Going fhares with the v/inner, and 
betting on his fide, are, in both inflances, within 
the ail. 

By the fame a6l, all jfecurities for money won at 
play are made void ; and if*a mortgage be made on 
fuch account, the mortgagee doth not only lofe all be- 
nefit of it, but the mortgage immediately enures to 
the ufe of the next heir [g]. 

By this law, perfons who have loft above 10/. and 
have actually paid it, may recover the fame by adion 
within three months ; and if they do not fue for it 
within that time, any other perfon may [A]. And tlie . 
defendant (hall be liable to anfwcr a bill for dilcover- 
ing fuch fum loft, upon oath. 

By 18 George II [/] whoever v/ins or lofes 10/. at 
pliy, or by betting at any one time, or 20/. within 
twenty-four hours, is liable to be indided, and ftall 
be fined five times the value of the money loft. 

By 12 George II [A] thegamesof P^iaraoh, f^he Ace 
of hearts, Bafl'ct, and Hazard, are declared to be lot- 
teries ; and. all perfons, who fct up, maintain, and 
keep them, forfeit 200/. and. all whp play at them, 
forfeit 50/. The conviclion to be before one juftice of 
peace, by the oath of one witnefs, or confeiiion of 

[/] 9 Annar, chap. xiv. by >whieh the ftarute of i6 C. II. is ca- 
largi'd and mad*; nr.ore ftvcrc. [j^] Ibid. fi<5l. i. 

fh] 9 Anffit, chap. he. le^. 2. ^i\ CV^i^, "k-lvvN, 

[ij Ch9f, xxviii. 
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the party. And the jaftice negle^ling his duty, 
feits lo/. Note, The profecution againll the kec 
&c. may be for a lottery, on the 8 George 1, w 
the penalty \b 500/. 

The aft of 18 George II includes the game of R 
noly, or other prohibited gameat cards or dice, i^ 
'in the penalties of the abovementh>ned:' 

I have given this (hort iketcb of thefe feverd 
partly for the ufe and encouragement of infiom 
and partly to infinuate to certain perfbns with 1 
decency they can openly offend apainft fuch pi 
fuch folcmn laws, the fevereft of whrieh Tnany of th 
felvcs have, perhaps, been the makers of. How 
they forioufly anfwer, either to their honour or < 
fcience^ giving the pernicious e^tempit of aM 
from which, as the legiilature jullly fays in the 
amble to the 16th of Charl^II,. * Many mifcl 

* and inconveniences do arife, and are daily foi 
«'in the encouraging of fundry idle and diibrd 
« pcrfons in their difhoneft, lewd, and diHolote co 

* of life : and to the circumventing, deceiving, < 

* fening, and debaaching, of many of the youi 
« fort, both ofthe -nobility and gentry and othcn 
« the lofs of their precious time,, and the utter rui 
' their eflutes and fortunes, and withdrawing t 

* from noble and laudable empioyments and e 

* cifcs !' Will a nobleman, I*a{k, confefs that he 
employ, his time in no better amufement?. cr 
he frankly own that he plays wici^ any other 1 
than that of amnfement ? * Laftly, what caA a a 
who fins in open defiance of the laws of his con 
anfwer to the 'tfrr bcnus eft, fuh h can* lie £ty, ■ . 

^M cdnfiJtafatrumy qtii'UgetjurMqm /iM:atf . 

Or can he apply that celebrated line, 

Oderunt peccarc lent 'virtuiis honore^ 

to hicnfelf, who owe^ to his greatne/s, and not to 
innoccn(;e, that \vc u xiox ^xiwtt^ ^x^bv fech via 
Formidins pceude ? ^' «» 
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S E C T. IV. 

Of ike La^jus that relate to t/je TkoW 6 los for the Poor. 

HAVING now run through the feveral imme- 
diate confcquencfes of a general luxury among 
the lower people, all which, as they tend to promote 
their dillreffes, may be reafonably fuppofed to put 
many of them of the bolder kind upon unlawful and 
violent means of relieving the milchief which fuch 
vices have brought upon them ; I come now to a fe- 
cond caufc of the evil, in the improper regulation of 
what is called the poor in this kingdom, arifing, I 
think, partly from the abufe of fome laws, and partly 
from the total neglcft of others ; and (ifl may prefume 
tb fay it) foinewhat perhaps from a defed in the laws 
themfelves. 

It mull be matter of aftonifliment to any man to re- 
fleft that in a country where the poor are, beyond all 
compnrifon, more liberally provided for than in any 
•other p«t of the habitable globe, there fhould be 
found more beggars, more diftreft and miferable ob- 
jefts, than are to be feen throughout all the dates of 
Europe. 

And yet, uftdotibted as this fa6t is, I am far from 
agreeing with Mr. Shaw [/], who fays, ' There are 
< iew, if any, nations or countries where the poor are 
•« more neglected, cr are in a more fcandalous nafty 

• condition than in England. Whether (fays he) this 
.' is owing to that natural inbred cruelty, for which 

• Engllihmen arc fo much noted among foreigners, 

• or to that medley of religions, which are fo plenti- 

• fully fow^, and fo carefully cherifhed, among us ; 
« who think it enough to take care of themfelves, and 

• take a fecret pride and pleafure in the poverty and 
« didrefTes of thofe of another per fuafion,' &c. 

That the poor arc in a very nafty and fcandalous 
condition is perhaps too true ; but fure the general 
.eharge againil the people of England, as well as the 
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invidious afptrfion on particular bodies of them, is 
highly unjult and groundlefs. Nor do I know that 
any nation hath ventured to fix this charafter of cru- 
elty on us. Indeed our inhofoitality to foreigners 
hath been fometimes remarked ; but that we are cruel 
to one another is not, I believe, the common^ I am 
fure it is not the true, opinion. Can a general negled 
of the poor be juflly charged on a nation in which the 
poor are provided for by a tax frequently equal to 
what is called the land-tax ; and where there are fuch 
numerous inilances of private donations, fuch numbers 
of hofpitals, alm.s.houfe9, and charitable provifions 
of all Icinds ? 

Nor can any fuch negle6i be charged on the legiila- 
ture ; under whofe infpedtion this branch of polity 
hath been almoft continually from the day^ of queen 
Elizabeth to the prefent time. Infomuch, that Mr. 
Shaw himfclf enumerates no lefs than thirteen a^ 
of parliament relating to the indigent and helplefs 
poor. 

If therefore there be ftill any deficiency in this rc- 
fpe^t, it mull, I think, arife from one of the three 
caufes abovementioned ; that is, from fome defeft 
in the laws ihemfelves, or from the perverfion of '■ 
thefp laws ; or, laftly, from the negled in their exe- 
cution. 

I will conllder all thefe with fome attention* 

The 43d of Eliz. [m] enafts : 

Firfi, That the church- wardens of every parifli, 
and two fubflantial houfe-holders at leaft, ihall b^ 
yearly appointed to be overfeers of the poor. 

SecofiMy, That thefe overfeers ihall, with the con- 
fent cf two juftices of the peace, put out apprentice? 
the children of poor pcoplci^ And all married or unr 
married perfons, who have no means or trade to maiflr 
tain thcmfelves, ihall be put to work. 

Thirdly^ That they fhall raife by a parochial tax a 
convenient flock of flax, hemp, wool, thread, iron, 
and other ware and fluff*, to fet the poor to work. . 
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Fourthly, That they lliall, from the fame tax, provide 

towards the nccefl'ary relief of the lame, impotent, 

old, blind, and others, being poor and not able to 

work. 

Fifthly, That they fhj.Il, out of the fame tax, put 

the children of poor perfans apprentices. 

That thefe proviiions may all be executed, that adi 

veiled the overfeers with the following powers ; and 

enforced the executing of them by the following pe* 

palties. 

I. The overfeers arc appointed to meet once at 
lead every month in the church after divine fervice j 
there, fays the adl, to confider of fome good courfe x.^ 
be t*:ken, and fome meet order to be fet <Jown in 
the fremi/es. And to do this they are enjoined by » . 
penalty : for every one abfenting himfelf from luch 
meeting without a juft excufe to be allowed by two 
julHccs of tlie peace, or being negligent in his office, 
or in the execution of the orders aforefaid, forfeits 10s, 

And after the end of their year, and After oiher 
overfeers nominated, they are within four days tp 
make and yield up to two juilices of the peace a true 
ani perfeft account of all funis of money oy them re- 
ceived or aifeii'ed, and of fuch ilores as ihall be in 
their hands, or in the hands of the popr^ to work, and 
of all other things concerning their ofhce, &c. And 
if the church-wardens and overfeers rcfufe to account, 
they are to be ccmmUted by two jullices till they Ihall 
have made a true account. 

II. The overfeers and church- wardens, both pre- 
fent and fubfcquent, are empowered by warrant from 
two juilices to levy all the monies aUefied, and all 
arrearages of thofe who refufe to pay, by diiirefs and 
fale of the refufers goods ; and the fubfequent over- 
feers may, in the lame manner, levy the money and 
ftock in the hands of the precedent : and for want of 
diftrefs, the party is to be committed by two juilices,- 
without bail, till the fame be paid. 

III. They have a power to compei the poor to work ; 
and fuch as refufe or negledt, the julUce mc.'^f co«^vv\vt 
tQ the houk of corredlion or comt£v<iu ^^^\» 
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IV. The ovcrfccrs may compel chrildren to be ap- 
preiitices» and may bind them where they ihall kt 
convenient ; till the man-child fhail attain the age of 
twenly-four, or the woman- child the age of twenty- 
orie^ or till the time of her marriage ; the indenture 
to be as eilcdual to all purpofes as the covenant of one 
of full age. 

V, They have a power tocontradl with the lord cf 
the manor [//] ; and on any parcel of groand on the 
wafle, to ered, at the general charge of the pariihr 
convenient houfes of dwelling for the impotent poor,- 
and to place feveral inn>ates in the fame cottage, not- 
withflanding the flatute [9] of cottages. 

VI. ^They can compel the father and grandfather, 
mother and grandmother, and children of every poor, 
old, blind, and impotent perfon, or of any other ptr- 
fon not being able to work (provided fuch father, &c. 
be of fufficicnt ability) at their own charges to relieve 
and maintain fuch poor perfon in fuch manner;, and af- 
ter fuch rate, as ihall be aHe^ed Jby the feirtons,.umler 
the penalty of *o/. for every month's omilHon.. 

VII, If no overfecrs be named, every- juftice within 
the divifion forfeits 5,/. 

So far this ftatute of EHzabctlt, by whicH the Icgi& 
lature may feem.very fully to have provided, Firfi, 
For the abfoluterelief of fuch poor as are by age or ii- 
firmity rendered unable to work j and, Secondly, Fof 
the employment of fuch as are able. 

' The former of thefe,' fays lord Hale inhis difcourfc 
on this fubjed, * feems to be a charity of more im- 

* mediate exigence ; but the latter (njjtz, the employ- 

* ment of the poor) is a charity of greater extent, aw 

* of very great and important confequence to the 

* public wealth and peace of the kingdom, as alfoto 

* the benefit and advantage of the poor,* *Andthis,*a8 
Mr. Shaw obferves, * would prevent the children of 

* our poor being brought up in liizineTi and beggary, 

* whereby beggary is entailed from generation to ge- 

* neraticn : this is certainly the greateft oi^arity ; for 



ff 



This muft be dene bjycovi'tti^ ^txA ^x^w cU.S&.t.Tv%. 
Thcfc coUA&es arc n^.v.t 9.K« ^o ^^ .\>>^ v ^ x^ ^vv>i ^xV..x ^V^. 
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' though he who gives to any in want, does well ; 

* yet he who employs and educates the pror, (b as to 

* render them jifeful to the public, does better; for 

* that would be many hundred thoufand pounds /^r 

* a':v, benefit to this kingdom.' 

Now the former of thefe provillons hath, perhaps, 
though in a very flovenly and inadequate manner, 
been partly carried into execution ; but the latter, I 
•am afraid I may too boldly affert, hath been utterly 
ncgledted and difregarded. Surely this is a moft 
fcandalous perverfion cf the defign of the legiflature, 
which through the whole tlatute feems to hav« had 
the employment of the able poor chiefly under their 
coniideration : for to this purpofe only almoil every 
power in it is eftabliihed, and every claufe very ma- 
nifeftly direcled. To fay the truth, as this law hath 
been perverted in the execution, it were, perhaps, to 
be wifned it had never been made ; not becaufe it 13 
not our duty to relieve real objeAs of diflrefs ; but be- 
caufe it is fo much the duty of every man, and I may 
add, fo mtich the inclination of moft Englifhmen, 
that it might have been fafely left to private charity ; 
or a public proviiion might furely have been madje jfor 
It in a much cheaper and more efi'e^tual manner^ 

To prove the abafe of this law, my lord Hale ap- 
peals to all the populous parifhes in England (he 
might, I believe, have, included fome which gre not 
over populous) * Indeed, fays he, there are rates 
** made for the relief of the impotent poor ; and, it 
' may be, the fame relief is alfo given in a narrow 

* meafure unto fome others that have great families-, 
•" and upon this they live miferably, and at bell from 

* hand to mouth; and if they, cannot get work to 

* make out their livelihood, they and their children 
' fet up a trade of begging at beft; but it is rare to 

* fee any proviiion cf a ftock in any parilh for the re- 
' lief of the poor; and the reafons are principally 

* thefe : i. The generality of people that are able, 

* arc yet unwilling, to exceed the prefent neceflary 
' charge; they do chooCe Xo Wve ^q\ ^TvV«:^\i.'^ ^-iJ^^x 

' than projeci for the fatute •, ^yv^ Ax}tv^\i^ ^^^'^^^ 
' trebling their exhibitiou in oxv^ ^xo^^ ^^^ "^"^ ^^'t^^ 
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* ginning of the year, to raife a (lock, might in all 

* probability rcnucr their future yearly payments, for 

* ieven years t(»gether, kfs by half, or two thirds, 

* than what muit be without it; yet they had rather 

* ccniinue on tlieir yearly payments, year after ye^', 

* though it exhaull them in time, and make the poor 

* nothing the better at the year's end. 2. Becaufe 

* thofe placet, where there are moft poor, con lilt for 

* the mrll part cf tradcfmen, whofe eilates lie princi- 

* pal iy in their (locks, which they will not endure to 
' be fearchcJ into to make them con tributary to raifc 

* any confidefable ftock for the poor, nor indeed fo 
' much as to the ordinary contributions : but they lay 

* hll the rates to the poor upon the rents of lands and 
' houfcs, wliicli alone, without the help of the flocks, 
' are noi able to raife a flock for the poor, although it 
' U very plain that- flocks are as well by law rateable 
' as lands, both to the relief and raifing a Hock for 

* the J oor. 3. Becaufe the church-wardens and ovcr- 

* feers, to whom this power is given, are inhabitants 

* of the fame parifh, and arc either unwilling to 

* charge themfeh-es or to difplcafc their ncighbouri in 
' charging more tiian they needs mull towards the 
' poor : and although it were to be wifhed and hoped 

* that the jullices of the peace would be forward to 
' enforce them if they might, though it may concern 

* them alfo in point of prefent profit ; yet if they 

* would do any thing herein, they are not empowertd 
' to compel the church- wardens and ovcrfeers to c'o 

* it, who mofl certainly will never go about it to bur* 

* den, as they think, themfelvcs, and difpleafe their 

* neighbours, unlefs fome compulfory power were not 
' only lodged by law, Jbut alfo executed by fome that 
■ may have a power over them to enforce it; or to 

* do it, if they do it either partially or too fparingly. 

* 4. Becaufe people do not confider the inconvenience 

* that will in time grow to themfelves by this ncgleft, . 
' and the bcncHt that would in a little time accrue to 

' them by puttit\g it in pradicc, if they would have 
' but a little patience' 
To thefe 1 will add a WOcv xtTsRo^-. \v^^^.>^^^ ^^ 
cJjurch.wardcns and oveifc^^^ ^^^ w^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^' 
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their office as a mattter of private emolument ; to 
wailc part of the money raifed for the ule of the poor 
in fealting and riot ; and too often to pervert the 
power given them by the llatute to foreign and fome- 
cimes to the very woril of purpofes. 

The above confideratipns bring my lord Hale to 
complain of fome dcfeds in the law itlelf ; * In which,' 
fays he, ' there is no power from the juftices of the 

* peace, nor any fuperintcndant power, to compel 

* the raifing of a dock where the •church- wardens and 

* ovcrfeers negle*^ it. 

* The acl chargcth every parifli apart, where it 
' may be they are liable to do little towards it ; nei- 
' ther would it be fo effedual as if three, four, five, 
' or more contiguous pariihes did contribute towards 
' the railing of a ilock proportionably to their poor 

* refpeclively. 

* There is no power for hiring or eredling a com- 

* roon houfe, or place, for their common work-hoiife ; 

* which may be, in fome refpecis, and upon fome 

* occaiions, ufeful and neceli'iiiy.' 

As to the firil of diefe, i do not fiad any altera- 
tioa hath been made ; nor if there was, might it pof- 
libly- produce any defired eired. The conlcquence, 
as it appears, would be only making churchwardens 
of the justices of peace, vyhich many of th^*m are 
already, not highly to the fatisfaition of their puriflies ; 
too much power veiled in one man being too apt per- 
haps to btget envy. 

The fecond and third do pretty ,near amount to 
one and the {nine defecl ; and this, 1 think, is at pre- 
fenc totally removed, indeed, in my lord Hale's 
own time, though probably after he had written this 
treatife, a work-houie was erected in London under 
the powers given by the ftatute made in the 13 and 
I4 of [/] Charles II. and I believe with very good 
fuccefs. 

Since that time, other corporations have followed 
the example, as the city of Brilloi in the reign of 

[/>] Chap. xn. 
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king WiJIiam [y], and that of Worcefter in the reign 
of queen Anne [r], and in other plrlces. 

And now by a late flratute^ made in the reign of 
king [/] George I. the power of crei^ng work-houfes 
is made general over the kingdom. 

Now either this method, propofed by lord Hale, 
is inadequate to the purpofe ; or this suCt of parlia- 
ment hath been grofsly perverted : for.certain it is that 
the evil is not removed, if indeed it be lefiened, by 
the ercftion of work-houfes. Perhaps, indeed, one 
objedHon which my lord Hale makes to the Itatutc 
6f Eliz. may here recur, feeing that there is nothing 
compulfory, but all kft to the will anddirc^cnof 
the inhabitants. 

But in truth the method itfelf will never prodace 
the defired efi'cd, as the exccricnt Sir Jofiah jChiM 
well obfervcs [/], — * It may be objefted, fays he, that 

• this work (the provifion for the poor) may as well 

• be done in dillindt pariihes, if all parifhes were 
' obliged to build work-houfcs, and employ their 

• poor therein, as Dorchefter and fome others have 

• done with good fuccefs. I anfwer, that fuch at- 

• tempts have been made in many places to my know- 

• ledge, with very good intents and flrenuous en- 
*■ xiedvours ; but all that I ever heard of proved vain 

• and inefFedual.* For the truth of which, I believe, 
we may appeal to common experience. 

And, perhaps, no Icfs incffcdual would be the 
fcheme. propofed by this worthy gentleman, thongh 
it feems to promife fairer than that of the learned 
chief juftice ; -yet neither of them feem to ftrikc at 
the root of the evil. Before t deliver any fentinients 
of my own, I fhall briefly take a view of the many 
fubfcquent proviiions with which the legiflaturc have 
from time to time enforced and drengthened the fore- 
going ftatute of Elizabeth. 

The power of putting oat children [«] appren- 

[f] 8& 9W.IU.C. -^o, fr] a Ann*, <;, viii, 

//J 9 George \. c i. VA ^"''^^*'^ viTv*Y-^«i.t^c, ii, 

»J Sec •» lie I C \V\.\v\\\c\\ ;ik"v«i£Vs \\v»i. v^^v^^v^\<x ^K^xxvvxvys*' 
apprentices; m putfOaivcii ot a^>j i^^^^ '^^*^^ ^^ ^cx^^x^v.v'.^^ 
for liut purpofe. 
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tices is. Enforced by the 3d of [ay] Charles I. which 
€na6ls, * That all perfons to whom the overfecrs ^ 

• (hall bind children by virtue of the ilatute of Eliz. 
' may receive and keep them as apprentices.' But 
there yet wanted, as lord Hale fays, a fufficient com- ' 
%ulfory for perfons to take them ; wherefore it is en- 
aaed, by % and 9 [;r] Will. III. • That all perfons 

' to whom apprentices are appointed to be bound 

• by the overfeers, with the confent of the julUces, 
ihall receive them, and execute the other part of 
the indenture, under the penalty of 10/. for re- 
fufing, to be recovered before two juftices, on the 
oath of one of the church-wardens or overfeers.* 
The power of fetting the poor to work is enlarged 

3y [j^ ] 3 Charles I. This adt gives the church-wardens 
and overfecrs of the poor a power, with the confent 
:>f two juftices, or of one, if no more juilices fhall 
be within their limits, to fet up and occupy any trade 
for the fetting the poor to work. 

The power of relieving the impotent poor (i. e* 
of diftributing the public money) the only one' which 
hath much exercifed The minds of the pariih officers, 
the'Iegiilature feems to think rather wanted reftrain- 
ing than enlarging ; accordingly, in the reign of 
king [2] William they made an aft to limit the power 
of the officers in this refpefl. As the* a6t contains 
the fenfe of parliament of the horrid abufe of the 
-Itatute of Elizabeth, I will tranfcribe part of a para- 
graph from it verbatim, 

'And whereas manjr inconveniencies do daily arife 

* in cities, towns corporate, and parilhes, where the 
' inhabitants are very numerous, by reafon of the un- 

* limited power of the church-wardens and overfeers 

* of the poor, who do frequently, upon frivolous pre- 

* tcirtes (but chiefly for their own private ends) give 
' relief to what perfons and number they think fit, 

* and fuch perfons being entered into the coUeAion 

* bill, do become after that a great charge to the 

[w] Chap. iv. fcft. 22. p. S. TYit {a^mt t\^>a,^t\%\TVj.\\k^* 
^. XX 9 Hi, par, ^j. ' 

M Ch^p, zxx, fe£k, 6. [y^ Q.\i^^. \v. i^^. 1.1.^ '^'^ K^\r^^ 

if] t^4W. and M. c, xi. ictt. 11. ^ .^1^^ 
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* parifh, notwithilanding the occaflon or pretence 

< their collection oftentimes ccafes^ by which me: 
' the rates for the poor are daily inccpafed, contr. 

< to the true intent of a (Vatute made in the 43d yt 

* of the reign of her majeiiy queen Elizabeth, inci 
« led. An adftr the relief of the poor ; for remedyi 

* of which, the ilatute enaidls, that for the future 

* book (hall be provided and kept in every parifli 

* the charge of the fame paridi) wherein the nai 

* of all perfons receiving collection, &c. fliall 

* regiflered, with the day and year of their firft 
« ceiving it. This book to be yearly, or often 

* viewed by the parifhioncrs, and the names of 

' perfons who receive collection ihall be called ov 
' and the reafon of the receiving it examined, am 

* new lift made; and no other perfon is allowed 

* receive collection but by order of a ju0ice of pet' 
' &:c. except in cafe of peftilential difeafes or fnu 

» pox uy 

The" 8th and 9th of the fame king, reciting the fi 
of the Icgillatuie, that the money raijed only fir, \ 
rditf of fitcb as are as 'well impotent as pocr, /beuld 
mijappitid and confutned by the idL, fturdy, and difordei 
heggarsy * EnacU thateiery perfon, his wife, childrc 

* &c. who lh;ill receive relief from the pariih, ih 
« wear a badge marked wiih the letter P, &c. in d 
« fault of which, a juilice of peace may order l 
« relief of fuch perfons to be abridged, fufpepdc 

* pr withdrawn, or may commit them for twcnty-€ 

* days to the houfe of correction, there to be kept 

* hard labour. And every church-warden or on 

* {ctT, who relieves any one without fuch a bad{ 

* being convicted before one juJlice, forfeits 20i.* 
Whether the jultices made an ill ufe of the pen 

given them-by the Itarute of the '3d and 4th otkii 
William, I will not determine ; but the parliaiM 
thought proper afterwards to abridge it; for by I 
9th of \l'] Geojge I. the jullices are forbidden * 

[fl] The fatmt ftatxivt \x\ *x\o>J^« ^^tx Oew^\^«.\ vVwt. Qverfeer, J 

v:th apv«yinfe vV V^^ov^^ mov\t^ \Q ^^^^\x Q>»i^ >af;'«:. 
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« make any order for the relief of a poor perfon, 'till 
« oath is firft made of a reafonable caufe ; and that 

* application hath been made to the pariihioners at 

* the vcflry, or to two officers, and that relief hath 

* been refufed. Nor can the juftice then give his or- 

* der, 'till he hath fummoned the overfeers to Ihew 

* caufe why relief (hould not be given.* 

By the lame flatatc, ' Thofe perfons to whom ih*^ 

* julHces order relief, are to be regiftered in ih •. 

* parifh books, as long only as the caufe of the* relief 

* continues. Nor ihall any parilh officer be allowed 

* any money given to the unregillered poor, unlefs on 

* the moft emergent occaiion. The penalty for chnrg- 

* ing fuch money to the parifh account is 5/. The 
' convidlion is to be before two jullices.' 

Laftly, that the parifn may in all poffiblc cafes 
be relieved from the burden of the poor, whereas the 
^tute of Elizabeth obliges the father, mother, 6cc, 
and children, if able, to relieve their poor children 
aad parents; fo, by the 5th of George I. [c], it is 
provided, ' That where any wife or child fhall be left 

* by the hufband or parents a charge to any pari^, 

* the church- wardens or overleers may, by the ordct 
"^ of two juftices, feize fo much of the goods and 
'* chattels, and receive fo much of the annual renrs 

* and profits of the lands and tenements of fuch huf- - » 

* band or parent, as the juftices (hall order, towards 

* the difchargc of the parilh ; and the feffions m ly 

* empower the church-wardens and overfeer: to viil 

* pofe thereof, for the providing for the wife and 

* bringing up the children, &c.' 

Such is the law that relates immediately to the 
maintenance of the impotent poor; a law fo very 
ample in its provifion, fo ftrongly fortitied with'en- 
forcing powers, and fo cautioufly limited with all 
proper reftraints, that, at firft fight, it appears fuf- 
£ciently adequate to every purpofe for which it was 
intended; bttt experience hath convinced us of the 
Contrary. 

And here I am well aware of t\vt deY\Q.^v^ ^^<?i\sw\ss.7il 
to which I may fecm reduced ; fiuct \io^ ^^ \ >$^^- 

VoL.Xf. P V4»!W^ 
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Altaic to fuppofe any defefts in a law, which 
nature fecms to have laboured with fuchincei] 
gencc?. but I am not abfolutely driven to i 
agreeable neceffity, as the fault may Co f^rly 
puted to the non-execution of the law; an< 
to the ill execution of the ftatute of Elizab 
lord chief juftice Hale chiefly imputes the i 
provision for the poor in hia time. 

Sir Joiiah Child, it is true, fpeaks more 
and charges the defers on the laws themfcb 
general pofition, however, which he lay 
7'hat there ne*ver ivas a good /aiv made, thai 
'-Mell executed y is furely very quellionable, S 
fore muil be his opinion, if founded on that 
and this opinion,' perhaps, he would have c 
had he lived to fee the latter c6nftitutions on yk 

But whatever defeds there maybe in the, 
• in the execution of them, I much doubt 
either of thefe great men hath found the n 
curing them. And this I am the more foi 
fay, as the legiflature, by a total ncgleft of ^ 
fchemcs, fecm to give fufficient countenanc 
aiTertion. 

In a iftiatter then of fo much difficulty, as 
fo great importance, how ihall I venture tc 
my own opinion ? fuch, indeed, is the diffici 
importance of this queftion, that Sir Joiial 
thinks. If a <wJ^ole fejfion of parliament ivere 
en this Jingle conscrUy it luould be time /pent as 
the glory of God y and good of this nation^ as in a 
that noble and avortky patriots of their country 
engaged in. 

However, under the proteftion of the 
and with deference to the learned reader, I 
ter on this fubje£l, in which, I think, 1 m 
modefty fay, I have had iome experience ; 
which .1 can wilh truth declare, I have empl4 
little time. If any gentleman, who hath ha 
experience, hath, more duly confidered the 
or whofc {upervor ^WvVvt^ ^t^^sJ^^ Vvkl to ' 
better ludgmetvt, ftvaW xVvciV ^x^^^x v^ \sk 
^deavours, he \ia\.\^ x^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^x. 
S 
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the end be effefted, I fhall be con ten led with the 
honour of my ihare (however inconliderable) in the 
means. Nay, fhould my labours be attended only 
with ncgleft and contempt, I think I have IcaracJ 
(for 1 am a pretty good hiftorian) to bear fuch mif- 
fbrtunes without much repining. 

By THE Poor, then, 1 undefftand fuch perfons as 
have no eflate of their own to fupport them, without 
indullry ; nor any profeflion or trade, by which, with 
induftry, they may be capable of gaining a comfort- 
able fubfiilence. 

This clafs of the people may be confidered under 
thcfe three divifions : 

Ftrfty Such poor as are -unable to work. 

zdlyy Such as are able and willing to work. 

^dlyy Such as are able to work, but not willing. : 
■ As to the Firft of thefp, they are but few. An 
Otter incapacity to w< ik iniiil arJfc from fome defed, 
occafioncd either by nature or accident. Natural 
incapacities aregenertUy the moll (perhaps the only) 
confiderable one«> ; for as to accidental maims, how 
very rarely do tliey happen I and, I muft add, how 
very nobly are they provided for, when they do hap- 
pen ! Again, as to natural incapacities, they arc: 
but few, unlcfs thofe two general circumilances, one 
of which mull, and the odier may bcfal, all men; 
I mean, the extremes of youdi and age: for, be- 
iides thefe, the number of perfons who really la- 
bour under an utter incapacity of work, will, on 
a juit infpection, br» found fo trifling, that two of 
the London hofpltals might contain them all. The 
reader will be pleafed to obferve, I fay of thofe who 
really labour ^ Uc. tor he is much deceived, who 
computes the number of objefts in the nation, from 
the great number which he daily fees in the Ilreets 
of. London ; among whom I myfelf have difco- 
vered fome notorious cheats ; and my good friend 
Mr. Welch, the worthy high conftabie of Iloibom 
divifion, many more. Nothing, as I hi'/c b'^en well 
informed, is more common clwowj t\vt^ji vj^^\.0^^^^ 
thaii for the lame, v/hon vrovok^A, x.o xsXi >i^^\^ 
cratches as weapons iiiftcad of {wp^oicVCY^ \ ^v\\ 'i'^ 
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the blind, if they fhould hear the beadle at 
heels, to outrun the dogs which guided them be 
As to difeafcs, to which human nature is univei 
liable, they fometimes (though very rarely ; 
health is the happy portion of poverty) hifsl 
-poor ; and at all fuch times they are certainly ol 
of charity, and entitled, by the law of God, to : 
from the rich. 

Upon the whole, this firfl clafs of the poor 
truly inconfiderable in number, and to provid 
them in the mod ample and liberal manner v 
be fo very eafy to the^ public ; to fupport and cfc 
them, and to relieve their wants, is a duty fo 
tively commanded by our Saviour, and is with 
agreeable and delightful in itfclf, affording 
mod defirable objeifl to the ftrong pailion of j 
nny, and in the opinion of fome, to pride 
vanity alfo; that, I am firmly perfuadcd, it migl 
fafely left to voluntary charity, unenforced by 
compulfive law. And if any man will profe 
little knowledge of human natnre, and fo mean 
unjuft an opinion of the chriilianit)-, I might fa] 
humanity, of this country, as to affett a con' 
opinion, notwithdanding all I have fatd, let 
anfwer the following iniTance, which may be c 
an argument a fofierhriy for the truth of my a 
tion. Such, I think, is the prefent bounty m 
gars ; for, at a time when tig^ry man knows the 
tax which is raifed for the fupport of the poor, 
when all men of property muft feel their contf 
tions to this tax, mankind are fb forward to re! 
the appearance of didrefs in their fcUow-creati 
tha^ every beggar, who can but nrodcrately well 
fonate mifery, is fure to find relief and encoar 
jnent; and this, though the giver muft have'| 
reafon to doubt the reality of the difirefs, and v 
he can fcarce be ignorant that his bounty is iV 
f ^, and that he is encouraging a nuifance. V 

\d\ TWi was fotViiAtttVv m^t^^ ^*\.v»Xt.\\ %.tA^ ^\it a£k 
Henry Vlll. evet^ ^tttja ^W\i\% awj tcvo^^^Xtw ^tM^NMBt. 
common boxes and common %^r.V«\Tvi^ xx.^^^x'^ ^«xSsv, 
tw e!ve times as mu.c\\ ^s V^e i>N«. 
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il^en mull be the cafe, when there ihould be no fuch 
cax, nor any fuch contribution ; and when, by re- 
lieving a known and certain objeft of charity, every 
good man muft be aiTured, that he is not only doing 
an SL&. which the law allows, but which chriftianity 
aad humanity too cxaft of him ? 
■ However, if there be any perfon who is yet un- 
willing to truft the poor to voluntary charity ; or if 
k fhould be objected, that there is no reafon to lay 
the whole burden on the worthier part of mankind, 
and to excufe the covetous rich ; and that a tax is 
therefore neceffary to force open the purfes of thefe 
Matter y let there be a- tax then, and a very inconii* 
derable one would efFeftually fupply the purpofe [r]. 

I come bow to coniider the ficond clafs. Thefe 
Kre in reafon, though not in fa£l, equally objefls 
>f the regard of the compaffionate man, and much 
ktore worthy the care of the politician ; and yet, 
ifithont his care, they will be in a much worfe con- 
lition than the others: for they have none of-thofe 
■icitements of pity which- fill the pockets of the 
fcrfcful beggar;, and procure relief for the blind, the 
ame^ and other viuble objedb of compaflion : fuch 
A^refore, without a law,, and without an honed and 
[enfible execotioii- of* that !aw, muft languifh unHer, 
md oftefi periih with,, want, A melancholy and 
drtfadfvl reflexion ! and the more fo, as they are 
aapable of being made not onlj happy in them- 
ielves, but highly ufeful to the lervice of the com- 
jDaiiity^ 

To provide for thefe, feemsr, as I have faid, to 
Irave been the chief defign of the ftatute of Eliza- 
beth, as well as of feveral laws enabled iince;and 
that this defign hath hitherto failed, may poflibly 
kave'arifen from one fingle miftake; but a miftakc- 
which muft be fatal, as it is an error in the firft con- 
coftion. The miftake I point at is, that the legilla- 

^ ftf] The reader is defired to confidcr th« author K«t^^ C^^-ik.- 
'^ng oniy of the impoteni poor; and as V\'0^\n^ \YyaX l^-av^ 't^^^vjX- 

means may he found our of procuring nvqiV.^ ^lyv^ c^vv^c^^^vN\^ 

B-iintcuaiicr^/br the able and ipduftr*ioM%. 
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turc have left the whole work to the o^ 
They have rather told them what they ar 
fi'iiz. to employ the induftrioQs poor) than h 
ihall do it. It is true, the original a6l diref 
- by a parochial tax, to raife a convenient flock 
hemp, wool, thread, iron, and other ware a 
to let the p(H3r to work ; a direction fo gen 
imperfect, that it can be no wonder, con 
what fort of men the overfeers of the poor hai 
that it (hould never have been carried intc 
tion. 

To fay the truth, this affair of finding an i 
employment for the induftrious poor, is of g 
Jiculty, and requires talents not very bountifu 
tered by nature among the whole human 
And yet, dilficult as it is, it is not, I hope, imf 
biC, feeing that it ifi of fuch infinite concer 
good of the community. Hands for the w 
already fuppofed ; and furely trade and man 
are not come to fo low an ebb, that we Ihc 
be able to find work for the hands. The 
o^" uLiapting only feems to be wanting. And 
this may not be eafy to difcover, it is a tafk 
not above the reach of the Britifh parliament 
they Hi all think proper to apply themfclves to i 

Nor v;.ill it, 1 hope, be conflrued prefum{ 
me LC fay, that I have myfelf thought of a j 
this p.irpo<"e, which I am ready to produce, 
{l.airha;e aoy reafon to fee the leali glimpfe o 
Li. at my hibour in drawing it out at length wo 
Lc abfolutciy and certainly thrown away. 

The laic, Jvud much tlic moft numerous < 
poor, :.rc thofi; who are able to work, and n 
iiug. I'hiiJ iikviwife hath fallen under the ey< 
itgillature, and provilion? have been made c< 
JLg it ; which, if in thcnifelvcs clticacious, 1 
Icult failed of produci:ig any good ciT««it, from 
neglect in tlic cvvccutiun. 

11/ the 43 lAix. U\<: chvircU- ward ens and ov. 
or greater part ot x.Wua, WwV xVi q.^\\^vi\\\. 
ui/liccs, fjiaW uvke ovO^c. ^v^v xW '^;^v>:vx^^ v^ - 
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able to maintain them ; as ajfo, all fuch married or 
ttnraarricd pcrfons, as ihall have no means to main- 
tain themfelves,. nor any ordinary trade or calling 
wfce(eby to get their living. 

Beiides thii power of compelling the poor to work, 
.Ithe legillature hath likcvvife compelled them to be- 
come, 1. Apprentices, and, 2. Servants. We have 
ajready iecn the power of the overfeers, with the 
aifillance of the julHces, to put poor children appren- 
tices ; and likewife to oblige their mailers to receive 
them. And long before, a compulfion was* enabled 
fy] on poor perfons to become apprentices ; fo that 
any houiholder, having and ufing half a plough- 
land in tillage, may compel any poor perfon, under 
twenty-one and unmarried, to fervc as an appren- 
tice in hufband|j/, or in any other kind of art, 
inyllcry, or fcience (before exprefTed in the ad: [g] : 
and if fuch perfon, being fo required, refufe to be- 
come an apprentice, one juftice of peace may com- 
pel him, or 'commit him to prifon, there to remain 
, till he will be bound. ^ 

2^/y, The poor arc obliged to become fervants. 
' By the 5th of Eliz. [)&] it is enadled, ' That every 

* perfon being unmarried, and every other perfon 
. • under the age of thirty, who hath been' brought up 

' in any of the fciences, &c. of clothiers, woollen 
*' cloth weavers, tuckers, fullers, clothworkers, fhear- 

* men, dyers, hofiers, taylors, fhoe- makers, tanners^ 
' pewterefs, bakers, brewers, glovers, cutlers, fmiths, 

* farriers, curriers, fadlcrs, fpurriers,' turners, tap- 
' pers, hat-makers or felt- makers, butchers, cooks, 

* or millers, or who hath exercifed any of thefe 
' trades by the fpace of three years or more ; and 

* not having in lands, rents, &c. an eflate of 40 j. 
' clear yearly value, freehold, nor being worth in 

* goods 10/. and fo allowed by two juftices of the 

* country where he hath moft commonly inhabited, 
' or by the mayor, &c. nor being retained with any 

* perfon in h^ifbandry, nor retained in any of the 

r/y <; Eliz. c. fv. {st\. 35. [g\ Ki^c. "L^tx^ Vl^l^>^NS.^>a^'*^% 

p7 Chap. iv. ftO, 4. 
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.A'iW rJv;nCL5,, or in cny other art or fcii-.icc ; ri-^ 
' I.iv. fully Iff ::i. cd in houfhohJ, or in anyofitce, wii*. 
.■;ny rtiSlci'irp, j^rntlcinan, or others rrtor hating 2 
c;.r.vM.: :t urin, or other holding, in tillige, 
u/"".'pon he may lawfully employ his labour, 
iluTiv.y^ ihc tjjr.c rhul he ihall continue unmarried, nr 
unc!i.r ihc i.ijc cf thirty, upon rcqqcft madebyanv 1 
pcrl-.'n nfini^ the art or xnyftery wherein the pcribn | 
fu M-.|i.irc»l Iir/.h been exercifeii as ^forefaid, fhill ' 

' And (.very pcrfon between the age of twelve and 
fixtv, not being lawfully retained in the fcveral 
fcrvicc*! mentioned in the ftatute [i], nor being 1 
gentleman horn, or a fcholar in either univeriit)', or 
in any fchool, nor having an eftate'of freehold oip 
40/. /^/- aftKu/M value, nor beingfKrorth in goods 
10/. nor being heir to 10/. fer annum, or 40/, 
in j;ocJs; nor Deing a necciTary or convenient (^z- 
vriiu J:i\vfiilly retained; nor having a convenient 
fr.rm or hclJing, nor othcrwife lawfully retained ; 
fliall be compelled to be retained to hrvt^ in huf- 
handry, by the year, with any perfon uiing baf- 
baiidiy within the fame ihirc, 
• Kvciy fuch perfon refufing to fervc upon rcqucA, 
cr covenanting to ferve and not ferving, or de- 
parting^ from his fervice before the end of his term, 
unlcfs for fonic rcafonable caufe to be allowed be- 
fore a juftlcc of the peace, mayor, &c, or depart- 
ing 2t the end of his term without a quarter's warn- 
ing given before two witneffes, may be committed 
by two juflices of the peace to prilon, there tore- 
main without bail or mainprize, till he fhall be- 
come bound to his mafler, &c. to fervc, &c. [/]. 
' Nor ihall any mafter, in any of the arts and 
fticnccs aforefaid, retain a fcrvant for lefs than a 
year [/] ; nor fhall any mafter put.away a fervant 
retained by this aft within his term, nor at the en^ 
of the term without a quarter's warniiig, under 
the penalty of 40 j [ay]. 

[i] Chap. iv. fca. 7. r*] 1^' ^-^- ^ 6. o. 



.IINT'CR^A'SE or ROBBERS, &c. 321* 

''Artificers, &c. are compellable by a juftice of 

•* the peace, or the conftable or other head-officer of 

* a townlhip, to ferve in the time of hay or corn 

* harved. The penalty of difobedience is imprifon- 

* ment ia the ftocks^ by the fpace of two days and one ' 
- night [it]: 

* Women, between the age of twelve and forty, . 

* may be obliged, by two juHices, to enter into fer- 

* vice by the year, week, or day } . or may be commit- 

* ted ptou/que [*}.* 

The legiilature, ha\'ing thus appointed what per- 
fons fhail ferve,^ have gone farther, and have dire£l« 
cd a method of afcertaininfi; how they fhall ferve : 
for which ufe principally is that excellent conftitation 
of 5 Elizabeth [/^}, * That the jufUces of the peace, 
*'with the flierilF of the coanty, if he conveniently 

* may, the mayor, &c. in towns corporate, fhall' 

* yearly, within fix weeks of Eafter, ailemblc toge- 

* ther, and,, with the affifcance of fuch difcreet per- 

* fons as they fhall think proper to call to them,- 

* and refpcfling the plenty or fcircity of the time, 
' and other c i re nm fiances,, fhall, within the limits of 
' their comraiffioa, rate and appoint the wages of 

* artificers, .labourers, &c» by the year, month, week, - 

* or day, with or without meat and drink.* Then 
the flatute enumerates feveral particulars, in the mofl 
explicit manner, and concludes with thefe general 
words : * And for any other kind of reafbnablc labour 

* and fervicc.* 

• Thefe rates are appointed to be cngrofTed in 
« parchment, and certified into chancery, before the 
' I2th day of July; and before the firft day of Sep- 
*' tember, feveral printed proclamations, contain- 

* ing the rates, and a command to all perfons to ob- 

* ferve them, are to be fent to the fherifFand juftices, 
' and to the mayor, &c. Thefe proclamations are to 

* be entered of record with the clerk of the peice, . 

* to be fixed up in the market-towns, and to be 

* pnblicly proclaimed in all the markets till Michael- - 

* mas [q\. 
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' And if any perfon, after the faid proclamatioBs 
^ fha}l be fent down and publiihed, iliall, byao/ 
\ fccrct ways ^or means, diredly or indireftly retain 

* or keep any fervant, workman, or ^labourer, or fbalt 

* give any greater wages, or other commodity, con- 

* trary to the true intent of the ftatute, or xrontrary to 
' the races a^fTed, he (hall forfeit 5/. and be imprt- 

* foncd by the fpace often days [r]. 

* And every pcrfon who is retained, 01* takes any 

* wages, contrary to the ftatut€, IhaJJ be imprifoncd 

* twenty^one days [j]« And every fach retainer, 

* promife, gift and payment, or writing and bond for . 
' that purpofe, are made abfolutely void. 

* Every jufticc of peace, or chief officer, who fhall 
^ be abfent at the rating of wages, unlefs the jufticcs 

* fhall allow the reafonable caufe of his abfence, for- 
' feits. 10/. [/].' 

That this ftatute may, from time to time, b'e care- 
fully and diligently put in execution, / The juftioM 

* are appointed to meet twice a year, to make a fpe- 

* cial and diligent enquiry of the branches and arti- 

* clcs of this ftatute, and of the good execution of 

* the fame, and feverely to correct and punifh any 
' defaults : for which fervice they are , allowed 5 s. 

* per day [«].' No inconfiderable allowance at that 
time ! 

But all this care of the legiflature proved, it feems, 
ineffedlual ; for, forty yeacs after the making this 
itaiute, we find the parliament complaining, * That 

* the faid aft had not, according to the true meaning 

* thereof, been duly put in execution ; and that the 
' rates of wages for poor artificers, labourers, and 

* other per ion s7 had not been rated and proportioned 

* according to the politic intention of the {aid a^ 
' [w].' A fiegleft which feems to have- been occafion- 
ed by fome doubts raifed in . Weftminfter-haH, con- 
cerning the perfons who were the fubjefts of this 
Jaw. For the clearing therefore any fuch doubt, 

f rl Chap. W. Tea. iS. \A V^« ^^^^ \^^t<i. 

\f"\ lb. fca.17, , \u\\\i, U^. ^l.-^* 

[it;] PrcainbU to 1 Jac, c,NU 
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this fubfequent llatute gives the j u dices ^ an exprefs 
power * to rate the wages of any labourers, weavers, 

* rpinfters, and workmen or workwomen whatfoever, 

* either working by the day, week, month, year, op 
' taking any work at any perfon's hands whatsoever, 

* to be done by the great, or otherwife [at].' 

And to render the execution, of this law the more 
safy, the ilatute of James 1. enafts, i, * That in all 
^ counties where general feflions are kept in feveral 
^ diviiloas, the rating wages at fuch refpe^Slive gene- 
' ral feilions Ihall be as elFcclual within the division, 
^ as if they had been rated at the grand general 

* feirion[_y].' 

2. The method of certifying the rates in chan^rery 
appearing, I apprehend; too troublefome and tedious, 
^ fuch certificate is made no longer neceffary, but the 
' rates being afieiled and engrolled in parchment, un- 
' der the hands and feals. of the juilices, the iheriff, 
' or chief officer of towns corporate, may immediately 

* proclaim the fame [z].* 

And whereas wool is the great llaple commodity of 
this kingdona, and the woollen trade its principal paa- 
nufaclure, the parliament have given particular atten- 
tion to the wages of artificers in this trade. 

For, I. By the (latute of James I. [a], ' No clo- 

■ thier, being a jullice of peace in any precind or ii- 

■ bertvi fhill be rater of wages for any artizan de- 
' pending upon the making of cloth.' 

2. ' Clothiers, not paying fo much wages to their 
workmen or workwomen, as are rated by the juili- 
ces, forfeit I OS, for every offence [^}k* 

3. By a late llatute [c], * All perfons, ajaywife con- 
cerned in employing any labourers in the woollen 
manufactory, are required to pay the full wages or 
price agreed on, in money, and not in goods, truck, 
or otherwife ; nor fliall they make any dedu^Slioa 
from fuch wages or price, on account of any goods 
fold or delivered previous to fuch agreement. And 
all fuch wages are to be levied, on convidlion, be- 

[xl I Jac. fta. 3. [y] lb. fca. 1^. r?i\ IV.. <^QL,^, 

/r/ iz Ceo, I, cap. xxxiv. feft. ->. 
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More two julliccSji by diftrefs ; and, for want of 

* diftrefs, the party is to be committed for fix months, 

* or until full fatisfa6Uon is made to the party com- 
' plaining. Befides which, the clothier forfeits the 
« fum of ico/. [jy 

4. By the fame ftatute, ' AJl contracts, by-laws, 
' &c. made in unlawful clubs, by perfons brought up 

* in, or exerciiing the art of, a wool- comber or wea- 

* ver, for regulating the faid trade^ fettling the prices • 

* of goods, advancing wages,, or leilcning the hours 
^ of work, are declared to be illegal, apd void ; and 

* any perfon concerned in the woollen naan»fa£lure8» 
^ who iliall knowingly be concerojed in fuch contra(El„ 

* by-law, &c. or fhall attempt; to putic in execution, 
•^ fhall, upon conviAion before two jufticcs^ fuffcr 

* three months imprifonment [^e]/ 

But long before this a^, a general hiw was made* 
[y], to punifh all confpiracies for raifing wages, li« 
xniting hours of work, &c. among artificers, work* 
men, and labourers ; and if ftich ^onfpiracy was ta 
extend to a general advance of wages all over the king- 
dom, any infurredtion of a number of perfims, in 
confequence of ii, would be an ov^rt aft of high, 
treafon. 

From this carfory view it appears,. I thidk, that no* 
blame lies at die door of the legifUturey which b»th 
not only given, thie magiftrate, but even private pcr^ 
fons; with his afliflance, a power ef compelling the 
poor to work^ and zdfyt .hath allotted the fiiHeft 
powers, and preicribcd the moil egi^floal means, for 
afcertaining and limiting the pri^ of thetf labour. - 

' But fo very faulty and remifs hath. been-, the jexeca* 
tion of thefc laws^ that an incrfduloua re^rmayal- 
moft doubt whether there are really any fiich ejtiftiag ;> 
particularly a« to that which, relates to the rafiLBf ^ 
wages of labourers^ a law which at-firik, itieeiqiu W^ 
too carelefsly executed,, and wbich bath fioce grown 
into utter negledl and di/'ufe, -, * 

Hath this total difufe arifen, in commoiifiirith the 
jii^lcA of other vAioVefomfc ^\w\Stf«!i*> i*^ ."vwoX-rf 

m 12 Geo. 1. c. xwW. «fe€t» V . ^5^>- ^^^^'^ 

[/} a and 3E. VI, c,xh, ^ 
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due attention to rhe public good ? or is the execution 
of this law attended with any extraordinary difficulty ? 
or, laflrly, are wc really grown,, as Sir jofiahvphild. 
fays, wifer than our forefathers,, and have difcoyered 
any fault in the conftitution itfelf j and that to re- 
trench the price of labour by a law is an error in< 
policy ? 

This laft feems to me, I o^n,. to be very flrangc 
do6lrtne> and fomewhatof a paradox in politics ; how- 
ever, as it is the fentiment of a truly wife and great 
man, it defcrves « fair difcufllon. Such L will en-- 
deavorur to give it ; fince no man is more inclined tOf* 
refpeft the opinions of fnch ptrfons v« and as the rc-- 
vival of the law^ which he oppofes, is, I think^ 
abfolaiely neccflkry to the purpofe I am contending-, 
for. 

• I will give the paflage frem Sir Jofiah at length* 
It is in atifwer to this podtion, Tjbat the dearnefs of~ 
iM^ges /poili the EngVtJh trade. ' Here, fays he, the 

* attlhor bropounds the making a law to retrench the- 
*^ hire of poot mens labour (an honeH charitable" 
f proje6l, and well becoming an ofurcrl'Jf theanfwer- 
" to this is cafy." Firjf, I afiirm, and can- prove, he is^ 

* miilaken in fa£l; for the Dutch, with whom we 

* principiliy contend in trade, give generally more- 
•-wages to all their manuf;:durcrs, by at leaft two- 
*■ pence in the fhilling, than the Englifh. . Secondly^ 

* Wheret«tr wages are high, univerfally throughout- 
*- tic whole ^orld,. *tis an infallible evidence of the 

* Hcbes of that country ;. and wherever wages for la- 
•^ boxir rtfn low^, it h a, proof oF. the* ^verty of thaV 
*'^lace; nirdfyp It is multitades of, people, and^ 

* good laws, fach as caufe an encreafe of people^ 

* wkith principally enrich any country'; and if W!^. 
^ ^eiTHtch by law the labour of our people, wc drive 

* them fW>nk iis to other contitries that give better 

* rates; and fo the Dutch have dfained us of oor 
' feanaen and wooUen manufafborers, and we the- 
^ Frtneh of their artificers and filk martufafturers :. 
^ aDd mahy more- ^ft (hoaldj.\f*'Ci>aLX \^.^^ <5j&iKt>«S&. 
*^ave them fitting encourafeemtnf, cA ^\v\^ t^nsst^^ 

• in due place. Fourtblj^ \i zxcf ^^xVtfwW v.^^ 
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* exacl more here than in Holland, they are only 

* fuch as do it by virtue of in corpora tions^ privilejgts, 

* and chjirters, of which the cure is eafy, by an ad 
' of naturalization, and without compaifory laws. 

* It is true, our great grandfathers did exercife fuch 

* policy, of endeavouring to retrench the price of la- 

* hour by a law (although they could never effeftit)* 

* but that was before trade wai introduced into this 

* kingdom; we are fmce, with the reft of the trading 

* world, grown wifer in this matter ; and, I hope, ihali 

* fo continue [g},* 

To this I reply, i. That the making fuch a law is 
not only an honeft, but a charitable project; as it 
ropofes, by retrenching the price of poor mens la- 
our, 10 provide labour, and confequently hire, for 
all the poor who arc capable of labour. In all manu- 
fadures whatever, the lower the price of labour is, 
the cheaper will be the price to the confumer ; and 
the cheaper this price is, the greater will be the con- 
fumption ; and confequently the more hands em- 
ployed. This is likewife a very charitable law to the 
poor farmer, and never more neceifary than at this 
day, when the rents of lands are rated' to the highell 
degree. The great hopes which the farmer hath (in- 
deed his common relief from ruin) is of an exportation 
of corn. This exportation cannot be by law, unlefs 
v/hen the corn is under fuch a particular price. How 
necefTary then is it to him, that the price of labour 
fhould hi? confined within moderate bounds, that the 
exportation of corn, which is of fuch general advan- 
tage to the kingdom, fliould turn, in any confidera- 
ble manner, to his private profit ! and what rcafon is 
there to imagine, that this power of limiting wages 
Ihould be executed in any diflioneft or uncharitable 
manner? is it not a power entruftcd to all the juftices 
of the county, or divifion, and to the Iheriff, with, 
the afliftance of grave, fober, and fubftantial pcrfons, 
who muft be fufficient judges of the matter, and who 
ans direfted to have regard to the plenty and fcarcity 
of the times ? is It 10 be ^vxC^t^^d^ tkait many perfons 

[g] Preface to V\s"D\i'io>a.tl<iViTiT\^^^. 
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«f this kind ihould unite in b, cruel and flagitious aft, 
by which they would be liable to the condemnation of 
their own confciences, to the curfes of the poor, and 
to be reproached by the example of all their neigh- 
bouritig counties? are not much grofTer exorbitanciqs 
to be feared on the other fide, when the lowed arti- 
ficers, hulband men, and labourers, are made judges 
in their own caufe ; and whe« it is left to their own 
discretion, to exadi what price they pleafe for their 
labour, of the poor farmer or cjothier; of whom if 
they cannot exa& an extravagant price, they will fly 
to that alte:rnative, which idlcnefs often prefers, of 
begging or Itealing ? La/fly, Such a rellraint is very 
wholefome to the poor labourers themfelves; of whom 
•Sir Jofiah obferves f&], * That they live better in the 

* deareft countries for provifions than in the cheap- 

* eft, and better in a dear year than in a cheap, efpe- 

* cially in relation to the public good; for, in a 

* cheap year, the)^ will not work above two days in 

* a week; their humour being fuch that they will not 

* provide for a hard time, but juft work fo much, and 
' no more, as may maintain them in that mean condi- 

* tion to which they have been accullomed.' Is it 
not therefore, upon this conceffion, demonftrable, 
that the poor man himfelf will live much better (hi« 
family certainly will) by thefe means ? again, many' 
of the poor, and thofe the more honelt and induftri- 
ous, will probably gain by fuch a law : for, at the fame 
time that the impudent and idle, if left to themfelves, 
will certainly exad on their matters ; the modeft, the 
liumble, and truly laborious, may often (and fo I 
doubt not but the cafe is) be opprefled for them, and 
forced to accept a lower price fort their labour, than 
the liberality of gentlemen would allow them. 

zMy, The two aflertions contained in the next pa- 
tagraph both feem to me fufpicious. Firft, That the 
Dutch and other nations have done ail that in thenl 
lies, to draw from us our feamen, and fome of our 
manufadurers, is certainly true ; and this they would 
4o at any price: but that the Dutch do in general 

[h'\ DifcourfeonTi%df 
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j^ive more wages to their manufadlurers than the En?;* 
lilli, is, 1 [telicvc, not the fa£^. Of the manufa^uies 
tit' Holland, the only confiderabie article which \ve- 
ourfelves take of them, except linen, are toys; and- 
to this we are indaced,. not becaufe the Dutch arefu- 
perior to our workmen m genius and dexterity (points 
in which they are not greatly celebrated) but becaufc 
they work much cheaper* Nor is, 2i/Jy, The imme- 
diate trinfition from trade to manufadure altogether 
fo fair. The Dutch^ it is true,, are principally cor 
rivals in trade in general, and chitfly as carriers; but 
notfo in manufa£lure, particularly in the woollen ma- 
nufadlure. Here our chief rivals- are the French, 
amongii whom the price of labour is known to be 
confideiahiy lower than with as. To tbia, among, 
other i-aufeb (fori know there are others, and feme 
ytiy fcandalous ontb), they owe their faccefs over U3 
in the Levant. It is indeed a-truth, which needs bo 
comment nor proof, tliat where goods are of- eqiLil 
value, tlie man who fells dbeapeft will have the mofr 
cuftom ; and ic is as certainly true,. that he who makr-<:- 
up his goods in the cheapeft. manner, can fell thrm 

^iilj. Sir JofiaW a^rts^ * Thar wherever wages are 
' high, univerfally' throughout the world, *tis an in^ 
' fallible evidence of the riches of ' tliat coont ry ; and 
* wherever wages for labour ra« low^, it is a. proof o£ 
' the poverty of that place.— 'If this be true, the con- 
ce^on will do him no fef vice ;. for it wiU not prove, 
that to give high wages is the wcy to gjTOw rich ; fince 
it is much more probable, that riches &o«ld caufe 
the advance of wages, than that higll w a g f s fhonld' 
produce riches. This latter. Lam fBre,.woHld aapear 
a.high folecifm in private li^; and, I believe, it is no 
lefs fo in pnblic. 

4thlj, His next aflertion, Thtf ta retrench ly Up0' 
the Ub^ur of our people ^ U to drin^ them from us, hath 
partly received an anfwcr already. To give this ar- 
gument any force, our wages muil be reduced at leaft 
Dtlow the ftandard of other countnes ; which is, I 
think, very little to be a^^x«iVv^tA^\\ixi\» ^ts. xV*. 
contrary, if the laboutct ftiO^Ad c^xrj V\^ ^Wi^TA% t^tx^ 
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little higher, as may be reafonably expe£led, the 
fiimption of many manufadures will not only be 
ihned to our own people, but to a very few of thofe 
tple. 

Thus, I hope, I have given a full an Aver to this 
at man, whom I cr.nnot difmifs, without obferving 
lanifelt miftake of the queftion, which runs through 
his arguments; all that he advances concluding, 
eed, only to the quantum of wag??s whi^h fhall be 
en for labour. He fcems rather to argue againft 
ing too little, than againil regulating what is to be 
en ; fo that his arguments are more proper for the 
ifideration of the juftices at their meeting for fettling 
\ rates of wages, than for the confideration of the 
iflature, in a debate concerning the expediency of 
\ above law. To evince the expediency of which, I 
peal to the concurrent fenfe of parliament in fo 
ny different ages ; for'thi9 is not only teftified ex- 
tfsly in the above flatute of Elizabeth and James, 
t may be fairly implied from thofe of Edward VI^ 
d George I. above recited. 

[ have moreover, I think, demon ftrated, i. The 
Qity of.thi& law; .»n4 that it is as much for the fer- 
re of the labourer a«:of hissi^fter. 2. The utility' 
St to trade; I ihaU only. add the neceffity of it, in 
ier to execute the iatention of the. legiflature, in 
mpelling the idle to Vork. ; for i^ it not the fame 
ing ta have the liberty of working or not at your, 
^n.pleafure, and to -have the absolute nomination t>r 
5 price at which you will work? the^idlenefs of the 
tximon people in this town is, indeed, -greatly to be 
Titiuted to this liberty ; moil of thefe, if they can- 
t exa& an jexqrbitant price for their labour, will re-^ 
ain idlei The habit of exadling on their fttperior» 
grown aniverfal ; and the very porters expcdk to re-> 
ive more for their work than the falaries of above 
If the officers of the army amount to. 
I concede then, that this law is neceifary to be re- 
^ed (perhaps with fome enlargements) and that ftill 
ton one acoonnt more ; which ia» to tritLVA.^ ^^\siai- 
\rsLte cleady to diHinguifti the coYt\^\\3\R Itci^Si ^^ 
orrlgibh in idlcnehv for w\ietv t\ve ^\\^^ o^X^^^-^ 
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is once ellabliflied, all thofe poor who (hall refufe to 
labour at that price, even at the command of a magi- 
Urate, may properly be deemed incorrigibly idle. 

For thefc the Icgiflature have, by feveral ads of 
parliament, provided a punifhment, by Qommitment 
to Bridewell either for more or lefs time : and a ve^ 
fcvcrc punilhmcnt this is, if being confirmed in ha- 
bits of idleneh, and in every other vicious habit, may 
hfi efteemed ib. 

I'hefe houfes are commonly called houfes of cor- 
rection, and the legiflaturc intended them certainly 
for places of Corredioa of idlenefs at leaft : for in 
many a6ls,^ where perfons are ordered to be commit- 
ted to Bridewell, it is added Tibere tQ be kept to hard 
labour \ nay, in the ftatute of Jac. I. [/] thefe hou(es 
of correction are direfted * to be built with a conve- 
' nient backiidc adjoining, together with mills, 
^ turns, cards, and fuch like nece/Tary implements, 

• to fee rogues and other idle people on work.' Again, 
in the fame llatute, authority is given to the mailer or 
governor, * To fet to work fuch ' rogues, vagabonds, 

• idle and diforderly perfons, as fhall be brought Or 
' fent unto the faid houfe (being able) while they 

* fhall continue in the faid houfe \ and to puniih them^ 
' by putting fetters on them and by whipping ; nor 
* . are the faid rogues, &c. tb have any other provifioa 

, *. than. what they ihall earn by their labour.* 

The ercdion of thefe houfes, as is ufual with new 
inflitutions, did at firfl greatly anfwer the good pur- 
pofes for which they were defigned, infomuch that.my 
lord Coke obferves, * That upon the making of the 
*, ftatutc 39 Eliz. for the eredlion of houfes of corrcc- 
' tion, and a good fpace after, whild juflices of peace 

* and other officers were diligent and induftrious, there 
', was not a rogue to be feen in any part of England.* 
And again he prophecies, that, *■ from the eredion 

[/] Chop, ivt Thefe houfes were firft begun to be ereflcd Ann. 
15 Eliz. the prifon for idlencfs being, before that time, thcftocks. 
In iht nth year of Henr^ V\\. N^^^Xjcv-cvi^^^Nat^f^x^^U^^ -axe ordered 
tQ be fet ihice days and d^rcs u^^Va u\ \V^ ^qO*.%, 
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' of thefe houfts we Ihall have neither beggar nor idle 
' perfon in the commonwealth [^].* 

But this great man was a much better lawyer than 
he was a prophet ; for whatever thefe houfes were de- 
figned to be, or whatever they at firit were, the faft 
is, that they are at prefent, in general, no other than 
fchools of vice, feminaries ofidlenefs, and common- 
Ihores of nallinefs and difeafe. As to the power of 
whipping, which the ad of James I. veils in the go- 
vernor, that, I believe, is very feldom ufed ; and, per* 
haps, when it is, not properly applied. And the juf- 
tice in very few inftances (in none of idlenefs) hath 
any power of ordering fuch puniiliment [/]. 

And with regard to work, the intention of the law 
is, I apprehend, as totally frullrated. Infomuch that 
they mull be very lazy perfons indeed who can elieem 
the labour impofed in any of thefe houfes as a punifh- 
ment. in fome, I am told, there is not any provifion 
made for work. In that of Middlefex in particular, 
the governor hath confeiTed to me that he hath had no 
work to employ his prifoners ; and hath urged as a rea- 
fon, that having generally great numbers of molt de- 
iperate felons under his charge, who, notwithllanding 
his utmoll tare, will fometimes get accefs to his other 
prifoners, he dares not trull thofe who ai^e committed 
to hard labour with any heavy or iharp indruments of 
work, left they fhould be converted into weapons by 
the felons. 

What good confequence then can arife from fend- 
ing idle and diforderly perfons to a place where they 
are neither to be corrected nor employed ; and where,. 
with the converfation of many as bad, and fometimes 
worfc than themfeflves, they are fure to be improved 
in the knowledge, and confirmed in the pradicc, of 
iniquity? can-it be conceived that fuch perfons will 
not come out of thefe houfe much more idle and dif- 
orderly than they went in ? the truth of this I have 
often experienced in the behaviour of the wretches 

[i] 2 J.ift. 729, [/] By the bft vagabond a£l, v,W>^\\\t'^^A'^'5i?v 

JfouJ':: oJ'.orre^iioD, 
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brcu(;ht before nic ; the moft impudent an«[ flagitious 
of whom hriVc always been fuch as have been before 
acquainred with the difcipiine of Bridewell: acorn- 
miin.eiit ro which place, though it often caufes great 
horror and lamentation in the novice, is ufually treated 
with ridicuk and contempt by ihofc who have already 
been thcio. 

For this leiifcn/l believe, many of the worthicil 
niagillratf.'i ha\e, to the utmoft of their power, de- 
clined a rijyorci?5 execution of the laws for the pattifii- 
ment of ialeiiei? ; thinking that a f«verc repriinani 
might more probably work the convcrfion of fuch, 
perfons tiiuM the committing them to Bridewell. This 
1 am {nre may, with great certainty,, be concluded, 
that I he milder method is lefs liable to render what is 
bad worfe, and to complete the deftru^tion of the of- 
fender. 

But this is a way of .iding, however worthy be the 
motive, which is fometimes more jfiftififtble to a man's 
own conicience, than it would be in the Court of 
King's Bench, which requires tlic magiftmte to tJtt- 
cute the laws entrufted to his care^ and in the manner 
which thofe laws prefcribe. And befides the inde- 
cency of (hewing a difregard to the laws in being, no- 
thing furely can be more improper ihiin to fafftr the 
idlenefs of the poor, the canfe of Co mudi evil to the 
fbcieiy, to go entirely unpuniihed. 

And yet, Oiould the magiftrate do his duty us he is 
required, will the iittentand parpofc of the legi-flatore^ 
be anfwered ? The parliament was, indeed, too wife- 
k> punifh icilenefs barely by confinement. Labour is 
the true and proper punifhment of idlenefs, for the 
fame reafon which the excellent Dr. Swift gives why 
death is the proper punifhment of cowardice. Where 
then is the remedy ? is it to enforce the execution of 
the law as it now ftands, and to reform the prcfenl 
conduft of the fevcral Bridewells? this wonld, I be- 
lieve, be as difficult a work as the cleaniing of the Au- 
gean ftablcs of eld •, and \N0\3ild rec^uire as cxtraordi- 
nnrv a degree of poV\uc^\ ^s Ox-ax ^A ^S. "^-axxix^ 
/Jrength , to accompVift\ \t. \w uvx\>^, Oas. ^-^'^^ \!w«^^\^ 
th(^ Tame as with i\ve ovei^-^ci:s\.^iox^s ^V^^x>^^^-^ j 
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;great for the perfons on whom it devolves : and though 
theie boufes art, in fome meafure, under the iofpcc- 
tion of the juftices of peace, yet this in the ftatute i^ 
recommended in too general a manner to their care, to 
expeft any good fruits from it. As * to the true 
' and faithful account which they are to yield to the 

* juiHces, at the feffions, of the perfons in their cuf- 

* tody,' this is at prefent little more than matter of 
form ; nor can it be expeAed tx) be any other in the 
hurry of a public feffions, and when the flench ariiing 
from the prifoners is fo intolerable that it is diiHcult to 
get any gentlemen to attend the court at that time. In 
the laft vagrant a£i, indeed, two juftices are appointed, 
twice or oftener, every year, to examine into the ftate 
and nature of houfes of corredHon, &c. yet. as it gives 
them.no power but of reporting to the feifions, I be- 
lieve hath not produced any good effed: for the 

. buftnefs of the feffions is fo complicated and various, 
that it happens, as in all cafes where men have too much 
to do, that they do little or nothing <;ifeclually. Per- 
haps, indeed, if two or more juftices of the peace were 
appointed to mpet once every month at fome conve- 
nient place, as near as poffible to the Bridewell, there 
to fummon the governor before them, to examine the 
accounts of his ftock and implements for work, and to 
make fuch orders (under what rcftriftions the parlia- 
ment fhall think proper) as to fach juftices fhall feem 
rcquifitc ; this might afford a palliative at leaft. In 
ihort, the great cure for idlenefs is labour ; and this 
is its only proper punilhment ; nor fhould it ever be 
in the power of the idle perfon to commute this -pn* 
nifhment for any other. 

In the reign of [m] Edward VI. a moft Cevere law, 
indeed, was made for the puniihment of idlenefs.<«i* 
' If any perfon (fays the Statute) Ihall bring to two 

* juftices of peace any runagate fervant, or any other, 

* which liveth idlyand.loiteringly by the fpace of three 
'days, the faid juftices fhall caufe the faid idle and 
' loitering fervant or vagabond to be marked with an 

* hot iron on the breaft with the Uxxftt V > %sA ^A^y^jJ^-'B^ 
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* him to be flave to the fame perfon that brought 

* and prcfented him, to have to him, his executors 

* and afiigns, for two years, who fhall take the faid 1 
« flave, and jjive him bread, water, or fmall drink, 

« and refufc meat, and caufe him to work, by beatiDg, 

* chaining, or othcrwife, in fuch work and labour af 
' he lliall put him, be it never fo vile. And if fuch 

* fliive abfent himfelf from his mailer within the term, 

* by the fpace of fourteen days, he ihall be adjudged 

* by two juflices of the peace to be marked on the 

* forehead, or the ball of the cheek, with a hot iron, 

* with the fign of an S, and 'Ihall be adjudged to be 
« flave to his laid mailer for ever; and, if the faid flave 

* Ihall run away a fecond time, he fliall be adjudged 

* a felon.' 

This ftatute lived no longer than two years, indeed 
it defcrved no longer a date? for ic^was crael, un- 
conllitutional, and rather rcfembling the cruel temper 

. of a Draco, than the mild fpiritofthc Englifli law; 
But, eft modus : there is a difference between making 
men flaves, and felons, and compelling them to be | 
fubjedb ; in Ihort, between throwing the reins on the ' 
neck of idlenefs, and riding it with fpurs of iron^/ 

Thus have 1 endeavoured to give the reader a gene- 
ral idea of the laws which relate to this finglc point 
of employing the poor; and, as well as I am able to 
difcern, of their defeds, and the reafons of thofe de- 
fers. I have likewife given fome hints for the cure; 
and have prefumed^to oifer a plan, which, in my hum- 
ble opinion, would eftedually anfwer every purpofc 
dell red. 

But 'till this plan Ihall be produced ; or (which is 
more to be expedied) 'till fome man of greater abili- 
ties, as well as of greater authority, Ihall offer fome 
new regulation for this purpofc ; fomething, at leaft, 
ought to be done to flrengthea the laws already made, 
and to enforce their execution. The matter is of the 
highell concern ; and imports us not only as we arc 
good men and good Chrillians, but as we arc good 
Engliflimen ; Tmce tvox. otA^ \j\^^^W\\^^ \5\^ ^oor 
from the hi ^Heft debtees o^^xtxO^^^^^^'^.V^^^^^^^^'^- 

ing them ufeful tuV^ea^, i^ ^^^^ xi^.^cv^ ^.^T^v.\^^N^k 
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ou^-yf ,^ fays Sir Jofiah Child l^^], ^hich 'would redound 
fome hundreds of thoufahds per ann, to the fublic advan- 
tage, LalUy, it is of the utmoll importance to that 
poiQt which is the fubje^l matter of this treat ife, for 
which reafon Thave thought myfelf obliged to gire it 
a full con fide ration. 'The want of a dueprovifion, 
faya lord [,<?] Hale, * for education and relief of the 
' poor in a way of induftryf is that which fills the 

* .gaols with malefa<!itors, and fills the kingdom witli 

* idle and unprofitable perfons, that confame the llock 

* of the kingdom without improving it, and that will 

* daily increafe, even to a deiolation in time. And 

* this error in the firll concodion is never remediable 

* but by gibbets and whipping.* 

In ferious truth, if proper care fhould be taken to 
provide for the prefent poor,, and to prevent their en- 
creafeby laying fome elfedual reflraints on the extra- 
vagance of th» lower fort of people, the remaining 
part of this treatife would be rendered of little confe- 
quence; fince few perfons, I believe, have made 
their exit at Tyburn, who liave not owed their fate to 
fome of the caufes before mentioned. But as \ am 
not too fanguine in my expedlations on this head, I 
ihall now proceed to confider of fome methods to ob- 
viate the frequency of robberies, which, if lefs effi- 
cacious, are, perhaps, much eaficr than thofe already 
propofed. And if we will not remove the temptation, 
at lead we ought to take away, all encouragement to 
robbery, 

SEC T. 'v. 

Of the punijhment of Kv.QEi\s.KS of stolen Goods. 

NOW one great eacouragement to theft of all 
kinds is the eafe and fafety with which llolen 
goods may be difpofed of. It is a very old and vul- 
gar, but a very true faying, * That if there were no 

* receivers there would be no thieves.' Indeed, could 

[n] Page g8. \g\ At VYvt tu^ Q^V\% ^\^c.^>w^t.\a\i<^tiN.tc|. 

the relief of tht poor. 
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not the thief And a market for his goods, there wouli 
be an abfoluic end of feveral kinds of theft ;■ fodr-tt 
iliop-lifting, burglary, &c. the objedii of which- are 
generally goods and not money. Nay Fobberinoo 
the highway would fo feldom axifwer the jpnrpofb 
of the adventurer, that very few wouid think itwortk 
their while to rifque fo much with fuch fmall expec- 
tations. 

But at prefcnt, indead of meeting with any foch 
difcouragcment, the thief difpofcs of his goods widi 
almoil as much fafety zm the honcAeil tradefman: for 
firll, if he hath made a booty of any value, he' U al- 
moil fure of feeing it a Jvertifed within a day or two, 
dire^ing h'lm to 6 ring the goods to a certain place ^ inhere 
be is to receive a reward (fometimcs the full value of 
the booty) and no queftions ajked. This method of re- . 
covering llolen goods by the owner, a very learned \ 
judge formerly declared to have been, in his opiiuon, 
acompofition of felony. And furclv, if this be proTod 
to be carried into execution, J think it muft amount to 
u full conviiLlion of that crime. But, indeed, foch 
advertifemeiits are in themfelves fo very fcandaloin» 
and ofiuch pernicious confcquence, that if men arc 
not alhamed to own they prefer an old watch or a dia- 
mond ring to the good of the fociety, it is pity fooie ' 
efFcdual law was not contrived to prevent their giving 
this public countenance to robbery for the future. 

But if the perfon robbed ihould prove either tooh(»- 
ncil, or too obitinate, to take this method ■ of reco- 
vering his goods, •the thief is under no difficulty in 
turning them into money. Among the great nnmber 
of brokers and pawn>brokers feveral are to be found, 
who are always res^dy to receive a gold watch at an 
eafy rate, and where no queftions are afked, or, at 
leaft, where no anfwer is expeded, but fuch as the 
tlnef can very readily make. 

Befides the clandeftine dealers this v/ay, who fatisfy 
their confciences with telling a rag&ed fellow, or 
wench, that they hope they came honeuly by iilver, and 
geJd, and diamonas *, tVett ^\^ ox^v^x^^ ^^Vsa^^y^tti foch 
pitiful fubtcrfuges,v/Yvo tiv^^^t o^tv\^ vn\V\>si^^v^^\. 
and who have ware-\iOM^^^ ^W^^ vVv^V ^^Vt. 5^q«^^^^ 
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]v. Anpo^glhe jewi« who live in a ceruin place ia 
ciie dtf, there hsve been, and perhaps ftill are, fome 
Apcable dealers this way^ who, in an almoft public 
tawBtncfp have carried on a trade for ihany years with 
Rotterdani^ where they have their ware-houfes and 
^iQon, mad whither they export their goods with pro« 
^cioasprofity aad as prodigious impunity. And all 
this appeared very plainly laft winter, in the examina> 
dam of one Cadofa, a Jew, in the prefence of the Ut« 
excellent dake of Richmond, and many other noble- 
men and magiftrates. 

What then fhall we fay ? is not this mifcbief wor-> 
thy of fome remedy, or is it not capable of it ? the 
noble duke (one of the worthieft of magiftrate&, sfs 
well aa of the beft of men) thought otherwife, as would 
have appeared, had his valuable life, for the good of 
namkiacU been prolonged. 

Certain it is, that the law, as it now (lands, is in- 
tfeftaal to care the evil. Let us fee, therefore, if 
jK>fibley where the defedt lies^ 

At the common law, any one might lawfully (fays * 
lord Hale) have received his own goods from the felon 
who ilolc them [/]. But, if he had received th^.m 
upoa agreement not.to profecute, or to profe<!u,te faint- 
ly« this woald.have been theftt^bte, punifhable by ini- 
piiibniaent and ranfom* 

But in Beitherof the foregoing cafes woxild the re- 
ceiver of the goods have become an accefi'ary to the 
felon. So if one man had bought another's goods of 
the thief, though he had known them to be iTolen, if 
ke had given the juft value for them, he would not 
luve become an acceflary [^]. But if he had bought 
.them at an andervalue, this. Sir Richard Hyde held, 
would have made him an acceifary. My lord Hale 
differs from his opinion, and his leafon to fome rea- 
ders may fecm a pleafant one ;• For tf there be any cdds 
{fays he) he that gives mare, benefits the felon, morr than 
. he that gives U/s than value. However this, his io:d- 
fliip thinks, may be a mifdemeanour punilhable by fine 
and imprifonment ; but that t\vG bwe. ^^^c!\hw\*^ «^S. 

Vol. XL Q^ ^^^' 
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goods knowing them to be flolen makes not an ac> 

So r.iys the gre«it lord Hale, and fo indeed was the 
]:i\v ; though the judges feem not to have been unani- 
mous in their opinion. In the book of jfj/hzes [r], 
Scropc is faid to hare held otherwife; and though 
Shard there quafiied an appeal of felony for receiving 
llolcn goods only, yet I cannot help obferving, that 
the reporter of the cafe hath left a note of aftoniflimfcnt 
at the judgment of the court. This^ favs he, was 
wonderful ! and wonderful furcly it is, if ke who re- 
ceives, relieves, comforts, or afliAs a felon, fhall be 
an acccfTary, that he Jliall not be fo, who knowingly 
buvs the goods of the felon ; which is generalh-, I 
kelieve, the ilrongeft refief, comfort, and aflillancc, 
which can be given him, and without the hope and 
expc^rion of which he would never have comttitted 
the theft or robbery. 

It is annecelfary, however, to enter further tnio this 
coiitroverfy ; unce it is now expreilv declared by ftatnte 
[j], * That the receivers of ftolen goods, knowing 

* tliem to be (lolen, ihall be deemed acceilaries after 

• thi f^id/ 

But thts flatute, though it removed the former ab- 
fardityofthc hw, was nm fufficient. to remed\' the 
evi! ; there yet remaining many difHcutdes in bringing 
thefc pernicious milcreants to juflice^ confxftent witit 
legal rales. For, 

1. As the offence of the acceiTary is dependent on 
that of ths. principal, he could not be tried or out- 
lawed, till after the convidion or attainder of the prin- 
cipal ; fd that, however ftrong evidence there mignt be 
againft the recelier, he was mil fafe, unleft the thief 
could be apprehended. 

2. If the thief on his trial fiiould be acqoitted, as 
eften happens through feme defed of evidence in the 
moft notorious cafes, the receiver, being only an ac- 
cefiary, though he hath confefled his crime, or thoujg^h 
the mod undeniable evidence could be brought agaihft 
him, mnfl be acquitted likewife* 

[r] »7 Affix. 69. [i] 3 and 4 W. and M. c. ix. 

V In 
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3. In petit larceny, there can be no fuch accef- 
fary [/] : for though the flatute fays, that a receiver 
of llolen goods, knowing. Sec, (hall bb an accelTiry 
after the fadl, that is, legally undcrftood to mean only 
in cafea where fuch accefTxry may be by law ; and 
that is confined to fuch felonies as are to receive judg- 
ment of death, or to have the benefit of clergy. Noiv, 
-for petit Jarcenv, which is the Healing goods of lefs 
value than a fliilling, the pqniil^ment ^t common law is 
whipping; and this was prppcrjy enough co.i'-fidercd as 
too trifling an offence to . extend the guih tp criminals 
in a fecoad degree. Bat fiuce juries have taken upon 
them to confider tlic value of goods as immaterial, 
and to find upon their oaths, that what is proved to 
be worth feveral. ihillings, and fome times feveijil 
pounds, is of the value of ten-prncc^ this is becGl{i'e 
a matter of more confequehce^ Fsjr ■ inilance^; if a 
pickpocket flea! feveral handkerctiipfs, or pth^r 
things* to the. value of twc^nty. Ihillings, ^ an J the re- 
ceiver of thefe, knowipg them to, be Iloleaj. ia tJifcoh 
ycred, and both are ind;6led, tb^ one ^s prJiicTpalj.tlip 
other as aceeflary, a? they m.uft be ;. .. if the Jury cori- 
vi£l the principal, and find the goods to b? pf as k -^h 
value as a ihilliAg, he mud receive judgment of deati^; 
whereas, by, finding the. goods' (which they dq'.u^an 
their oaths) .to be of the value 'of.ten-pchce,.the thiff 
is ordinarily fentenced to be whipt, and returns j^irn- 
niediately to his trade of picking pockets] jind ti« ' 
.accciTary ia.of courfe difcharge^, and of courfe^ietoii.s 
to his tradcof recrfviog the Ipiooty. ■ Thus the'jHar^are 
perjured, tlic piihliq. highly, injured, and IwD.extei- 
lent a As of parliaiQent.defQatcd, that two mifcreants 
may laugh 4t their profecu.tbrs, and at the laU'. 

The two former of thefe defcils are indeed remedied 
by a later ftatute [«],. which enads, * That the buyers 
• . and receiviers of fiiolen goods,' knowing them to be 

* ftolen, may be" profecuted for a mifdemeanor^. aT\<i 
' puniflied by fine and imprifonment, th<)ugh th« 

* Principal felon be not before convidlei of felony,' 

ff] Cro. EliK. 750. Hale. Hift, vol. I. p. 530. 6i8. ' 
[wj 3 and 4 W. and J4, c. ix. 
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This lad ilatute is aeain ];epeated in the $th of 
queen Anne {}w]; and there the pcwerof the court, to 
punifh in the cafe of the mifdemeahory is fartW en- 
crcafed to any other bdrporal pun iflulient, ^hich the 
court ihall think fit td Inflifty ^iftead ''c£ fine ^sii ip^ 

J>rironinent ; and^ ifa the cafe of the ^lony« the aqceti 
ary is to receive judgineht of death ';!> at the tf aefit 
of clergy is not ulcen away. Laftly, by die nt«tf 
of George II. [;r] the receivers of fiol^n^oods^ ]^ow- 
ing. Sec, are to be trahfported ^r fourteen years. Ajii 
by the fame ftatute, every perfon taking money or re- 
wardj diredly <xt indiredly, . mdcr pretence' or 9|k» 
account of helping aby to 'h^'en gbods, pnlefs wi 
j>erfon iapprehcnd and bring Ui^fm trial th'e:feIon« and 
'give evidence agaiiift hinif is niade ^gtnity of.i^y 
without benefit rf clergy. . 

And thds ftands the laW at this day ^ ^Ich/'not^ 
withftandin^ the repeated endeavours Jaf the lcpfl.9- 
twrtg experience Aews <it» is incSapiahle ct ic^Hrviag 
this deplorable evil fram the ibciety. 

The principal defeft feems^ to me« to lie in th$ exr 
tremedifficnltv of conviQing the offender ; fbr, . 

t. Where tAe thief can betaken, you are not a^ li- 
berty to profecute for the mifdemeanor. 

'2. The thief himfelf« who nrufl be con vi^led before 
the acceflary is to be tried« cannot be a witnefs. 

%, Without fuch evidence, it is Very dilRcuIt tooon- 
yi£t of the knowledge^ that the goods were ftolen ; 
-which, in this cafe, can appear from circumftances 
^nly. Such are priAcipalty^ i/. Baying goods of va- 
lue, of peribns very unlikely to be the lawful prp- 
pfietors. zdlj^ Buying them for much left than fneir 
real value, jdly. Buying them, or felling them a»ini 
in aclande'ftine manner, concealing them, &c. isone 
of thefe are commonly liable to be proved ; and I har^ 
known a man acquitted, where mad of thefe drcom- 
ibnces have appeared againft him . 

What then is to be done, to extirpa^ this ftubbom 
mifchief ? to prove the pernicious confequence of 

[w] Chap, xxxit [x] Chap« xi. 



TNGREASE OF ROBBERS, Sec. jir 

^hich, I needf I think, only appeal to the fenfe of 
parliament, teftified in (b many repeated a£U, and 
Tcry Wrongly expreire4 in their preambles* 

Firft, Might it net be proper to put an eiTeflua! 
ftpp to tl^e prefent fcandaloujs method of compounding 
fifjony^ by pnbiic advertifenr(;nts in tiie newfpapers > 
ny^,^ not the infercing fuch adyertirements oe ren* 
dcred highly criminal m the authors of them, and iu 
the prinf^s t|\^{nfelv.csjf unlefs they difcoveiT fufh. 

Authors'? "y /' . * . 

2Mj\ is it im|^15bje to find any J^Jtpiis of regulat- 
iog" brokers and pawnbrokers ? if fo, what amu^Ticuts 
are there 4gaintf ettirpatlng enxixeljr a ife t ofmif^frt:^^ 
ants, .wliich,- like other yeruiitj,^ l^aibom; gnjy^ ^i^^^t"- 
the poori and girow fat by fncJtifig their blooi^ ?, , \^ 

S^fyr Why (hoiild not the'^cqcivm^ Men goo(^3, 
kiiowing, them to be ilplen, be ibidc^ an original o f- 
fcnceY/by whichnicaiis tiic f hiefj ^ho b of^t^n apauU 
try offender in comp.irifon of the riceiver, apd fom^-i 
tinges hispppil^ might, in litf le^ fcfdnies, be' niaile a 
witnefs againfi hin^:^ for tfuis.tjip tn^l'of thp! tecefver 
woi)]d ii) np cafe depend on ^he, Uiit^ or conviiftipi^ • 

oftHe'thief. V ; :".V ■.■'.-; - 

^^^9 Why may not the. )>afpi bbyinp .oi* taking to^ 
pawn iiolen goods, above' a .certain V-Ouf* be madq 
evidence of receiving with knovviieifge, &c. anUCi cKe 
goods were bought in,. ;narkct oyer^ (no- broker's* p^ 
pawnbroker's fl)op to, be reputed fuch market overt. j 
or unlefs the cJefehdaiit could prove, by a credible 
witneC; to theVanfijiflipn, that he liad good caufe to* 
regard the* feller or pawher of tlie goods to be the real 
owner. If 20,i. w^s the value liniited, it would anfwcr 
all the purpofo contended for ; ^nd would in no wife 
interfere with the honefl trade (if indeed it ever be fo)* 
between the pawnbroker and the poor. 

If none of thefe methods be thought ppffible or pro- 
per, I hope better will be found out. Something 
ought to be done, to put an end to the prefent prac- 
tice, of whichl fee daily the moft pernicious confe- 
quences ; many of the younger thieves appearing 
plainly to be taught, encouraged, and employed by 
the receivers. 

0^5 ^^^'^^ 
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$ E C T. VI. - ^-•• 
Of Livws r4lutiMg to Vaqabokd*. 

THE other great encoarageroent to rbbbcrj^ 
befide the certain meitns of finding; a Aa^kei 
for the booKy, is the probability of efcaj^ipg po^fivr 
.ment. . .^ \ 

Fird, then^ The robber hath great hopes of feeiirg 
u ndifco vered I and this is one principal reaibn why 
.robberies are more freqaent in this rowki, an^ in lis 
neigh bourhood^ than in the • remoter, parts of the 
kingdom. .^ . 

Whoever indeed confiders the cities of London and 
Weftminder^ with the late vaft addition of therr fob. 
urbs; the great irregularity of their buildirigs ^i&e 
immenfe number of lanes^ alleys^ co arts j^- and bve- 
places; mufl think, that, had they "been intcncied 
for the very porpofe cf concealment, they conldlcanie 
liave been better contrived. Upon fucii a view, the 
whole appears as a vaft wood or fored^ In whidia 
thic/ may harbour with as great fec^irity* aswild beaib 
do »n the de farts of Africa^ or Arabia : for, hyn^akdef' 
tKg from one part to another, and often (hifting his 
i^uarters, he may almofl ai'oid the pofllbility of being 
tiifcovered. 

Jfere,. according, to the metho.d I have hitherto por- 
iiicd, I will cunfider, what remedy our laws havesp- 
^j lied to this c\il, namely, the 'wandering of the poor, 
and whether, and wherein, thefe remedies appear de- 
fective. 

1 iicre is no part of our ancient conftitiition more 
admiriible than that which was calculated to prevent 
the concealment of thieves and robbers. The original 
of this inftiturion is given to Alfred, at the end of his 
wars with the Danes, when the EngHfli were yery 
much debauched by the example of thofe barbarians< 
and betook ihemfelves to all manner of licentioufnels 
9Lndi rapine. TheCc e\\\^ vj^t^ ^YvQ.ci>w^^^^» ^^thc hif- 
torians fay, by t\vc v^i^tCv^oxv^ ^e^^t c»l \^ti c«K^\^\^^ 
viho, having no ktdcCL ^\^^^ ^^ ^^o\^> >a^^-«- 
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ttiitting any offence^ (hifced their quarters, and wen^ 
where it was difficult todifcover them. To remedy 
this miTchief, therefore, Alfred, having limited the 
fhires or counties in k better matificr than before, di- 
vided them into hundreds, and thefe again into ti* 
fipfigV^ decennaries/ or tea families [^j. ^ 

pyifr *(?yiiry one of tlibTe tifhings or decertnarfes, 
tBere x^sts a chief, calleil rhs tithmgman or bargh- 
holder, who had a power to call a court, and to try 
fmair (^ehceis; the greater being refei'red to that 
court;, which was in like manner eftablifhed over every 
hundn^d. 

Every one of thefe heads of Tamiltes were pledges to 
eacji other for the behavionr pf all their family; and 
were fikewife rcciproctlly pledges for each other to 
ihe hundred. 

''.. If any pcrfon was fafpcflcd of a erimc, he was ob- 
liged to firid'fecurity for his good behaviour ont of the 
fapxe hundred and tithing. This if he could not find, 
he had reafon to apprehend being treatied with great 
fevcrity ; and. if any accufed p^rlbn, cither before oY 
after hii findingbail, had fled firom juftice,-theAvhole 
tithing and hundred fhould pay a fine to the king. 

In cafe of the default of appeara<itc« in a deccnnei*, 
his nine pledges had one- and-thirty days to bring the 
delinquent forth to juftice. If ihis failed, then the 
chief of thofe dcccnncrs, by the vote of that and th(.» 
neighbour decennaries, was to purge himfeli' liotli of 
the.guilt of the faft, and of being panics to t'lr flight 
of the delinquent. And ifthey could not dot hi ^, t.-nMx 
they were^ by their own oaths, to acquit the-nikhes, 
and to bind themfclves to bring the delinquent to jui* 
lice as foon as they ctould ; and, in the mean time, to 

[>] * 9y ^hefc ten familks (fays the annotator to Rapin) we ate 

• not to underftand ten houfc-keepert, but ten lords of ir^nor*, 

* \^ith all their vaflTals, tenants, labourers, and (laves , who, though* 

* they did not all live under their lora*s roof, were all Ci^untco part 
.♦ of his family. As ihcrc were no little freeholders in thofc limes, 

• iior. for hng aftei, ten fuch families muft occupy a large fpace of " 
^, ground, and might well conftixxitc atxiT^X \!\\\\\Tv^r "Vi^x^^iv^xvx- 

>2l tithing wopldi ht Urger t\\ai\- tVie VAiv^xt^\x\Oil\ -w^^ %^5k.^ ncc\- 
/»ame und office of a tit nTngmtn, cotiUiittfeA \ti ^^\\%xK.\Vi ^w^v^-*- 
A<iw$>th3it lords of manors cou\d not \j^\kCi«. m^^tiX, 
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pay the damage out of the cftaie of tk^. delinqiieQt ^ 

and-, if that were not fufficienc, then oiii of diur omt 

citate [si]. 

Every iubjcA in the kingdom wasregiAered in fena 
tltiiing; only peHons of the firft raiik had the nrivi* 
lege (fays Mr. Rapin) [«] that their ixngle mnilf 
fliould make a tithing, for which they were re^piiifi*, 
hie. * All archbi(hop5, biihopa, earls, bmns, tad 

* all (fays BraAoo) who have fok and fac^ ted aqil 

* team, and thefe kinds of liberties, oug]it to hare ab- 

* der their prjohbvrch, all their kmghtSj iervanUy 

* cfquires ; and, if any of them prove aelioqaeat, tlie 
' londihall bring him to jnfticeA or pay his fine [i]J 

The mafter oif the family was anfwerable for all 
who fed at his board, and were of kis livory,, and for 
all his fervaats of evtry kind, even for tkofa wk^ 
fcrved him for their food only, without wages. Thefe 
were faid to be of his manupafl ; fo were his gaefis; 
and if a man abode at any hoafe but two nishtt, tl» 
mailer of that houfe was aafwerable for him [ir]. 

In a word, fays Bradlon, every man, as. well free- 
men as others, ought to belong to fome frankpledge 
(;. e. to feme decenna) unlefs he be a traveller, or be- 
lon<; to the manupafl; of fome other ; or nnleis he 
^ivts :oir.e counicrvailing fecurity to the pablici as 
ui^niiy f'vJx:, liObility), order (knighthood^ or of 
the clcigy)> or eftate fvisc, either freehold in land, or 
i '.ribiial cilccts fres inimcbilis) if he be a citizen. 

By the laws ot Edward the Confefibr, every perfon, 
of I lie age of twelve years, ought to be -fworn in a 
view of frankpledge. That hi nuill neitbv hgcomi atbief 
titnjeif, nar he tmy <wije accejfary to tbift. 

'1 his court, Briton \d\ telb us, was to be holden 
twice a year, which was afterwards reduced to once 
a year by Magna Charta ; and no man, fa^s the Mir- 
ror, was, by an ancient ordinance, fuAered to re- 
main in the kingdom, who was not enrolled in dean* 
puy and had freemen for his pledges [r]. 

/ba. I. 
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. S^:h wa's this excellent conftitutron ; whijch, even 
in AfftWV^ife, Wh^ it was in iis infancj'^.'wraii^t' 
fc^diftaie dh effgft, ihdt; Ingalplius fays , a tra^U* 
ler might have openly left a fum.of mone^ fafely in' 
thd'ields and hi^lnvaysy aad have found it fafe 'and 
i|ntoii£he4 a month ^'afterwards [jf]. Kay> WiUiaoi 
6lf Malmfhiiry IcDs^us, the king ordered ^bracelets of 
9^M-i^ behtthe; tip in the croS-ways, ^ a prdof of' 
ne hoilieity of his people, none ever' offering to med-^ 
SfewltR them M.- 

Btti i^^oasittittttioii^woald have l^n deficiehr»; 
if it had only provided for the incorporating the fnb- 
je6lsj anlefs it had confined them to the places where 
they wgre thus incorporated* 

And therefore, by the laws of Aluredor Canute, 
it was rendered unlawful far any of thedcctnners td 
depart from their' dwelling, without the con fen t of 
their fellow - pledges ; nor wer»' they at liberty to 
leave the country,, without the licence of thefhenff or 
governor of the fame [/>]* 

And if^aperfon, who fled from one tithing, was 
received in another, the tithing receiving him (hould 
ahfwcr for his deed (1. e* by amercement) if he was 
there found [/]• 

' Before this order was eftabHihed,* fajrt Rapin, 
^ the meaner fort of people might (hift their quar* 

• ten, by reafon of their obfcurity, which prevented 
'^them from being taken notice of. ^t it was 
^ iropoilible for them^ to change their habitation, af- 
< ter they were obliged to* bring, a teftimonial from 
' their tithiag, to enable them to fettle and be re- 

• giftercd in another [^].* 

* Whilft this ancient conftitution remained entire, 
' fuch peace,' fays lord Coke, ' was preierved within 

* the realm, as no injuries, homiades, robberies, 
' thefts, riots, tumults, or other offences, were com- 
' milted ; fo as a man, with a white wand, might 

* fafely have ridden, before the Conqneft, with much 

f/] Script, poft Bedam, 5. S70, ri\ IVi* ^^ i^i^j, 

■ l»] Rapin, ubi fwp. 
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', mofiey about him, without any weapon » throtigh 

r EagUnd .[/].' . Nay^ jpyen in the tumuituons times 

of W'iliiaip the Conauoj-Qr, the hillorians tell tts> 

.there .was fcatce a roUbe^ to' be fbuiiJ'in ihd Idn?- 

-...■dgm. ■ ^ , ■ 

This view of* frankpledge rexiiaiti^d long rfter 
•^he Conqupiil; for \^e find it twi^e^- rej)eated m one 
chapter of ^/4i£0^ b^^r/tf [m] ; and th^fv j>articiilarly 
. it is faid. Fiat autem 'vifus de jrankff^*''Jte k/i/elicet 
qjJOD paxnos,t)ia t^nbatur'. t^ay^ftraAoAV who 
wrotp after- th^t tjxpe, and Fleta, afte^ *BTm> ^eak of 
fraakpleJgc^iai thenfubfiftiug. "'Z^' ^ 

The 'ftat^i^e of , Marlborough Ub^Wile^-SvKich' was 
made the. 5i2d of I^cnry. 111. mehtionVt&e faxne court ; 
as dath krifon^ \vKo wrote fliJl later/ ;fn man^ places. 
And in the 17th of Edward I).- an'aJ^ was inade^'cal* 
lad|r Tbf Statutt^for the Ftiw of.FrdinkfUdge [aj. 

Nay, in the reigii of Henr^ ly. V^e'flird in ariierce- 
xnent for not coming to a view offAnkpIedge; and 
thei e the whole jCpurt of King's Bench were of opinion, 
that every xnao, as well in^er^ as'fervant^'^ \Verc ob- 
liged to repair to. this court [0I; and tbobrh then 
poiibly it wa^ degenerated^ and become little more 
than- fprni,: « ^ 

.. But in prpcefs of time^ this inllkutioii d«({iidled 
tq Giothing ; fg that lord Coke liii^ht truly JTay, ^9d 
<oeiM, infiituiic itlius curia e*ua*uit et 'oelut tSnBra ejMtn 
adhuc rmanet \ and, a little after, freaking of the 
frankpledge, the Decermariiy and the Difenna, he 
fays^ ' 'I hey are names ^continued only as fhadoiK/s 
' of antiquity [/].' Nay, this great man' hinifclf (if, 
af;er a moll careful and painful perofal of all he hath 
writ, as well here as in his 4th Ihftitutej* and other 
peaces on the fubjeA, I may be al lowed to &v fo) 
ieems to have no very clear idea'concernrngnnem; 
and might have fairly owned, of the original of the 
leet and frankpledge, what one of iHc fages dbthof 

[/] z Inftlt. 7^. \i»\ e\iav-«.T:vv\> tm\Butthis 

matter was befoic that IraLtv^Uti^e^iwmCsvj ^*Ji^^^>^:?g'^J>'^ 
ieets and iht riff '» toviii, . . V\^^- -^^A^ '^^^^^ 

£>J zlnft. 72,73* 
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an hundred, in the book of Henry VII. * Thatahiin- 

* dred had exi lied above a hundred years ; ind thcrc- 
' fbre^ as to the true definition of a hundred, and 

* whether it was compoftd of a hundred towns, or a 

* hundred lordfhips, and whether it had anciently 
5' more or lefs juriididlion^ he frankly owned that he 

* kniew ncithing of the matter [f], 

Thellatuie of Marlborough [r] had perhaps gi- 
ven a JTatal blow to the true and ancient ufe of the 
view of tirtnkplcdge ; of which, as lord Coke fays 
[j], the fherifis had made an ill ufe: for, in th^ 3d 
year of the facceeding king [f], we find the Iegi-> 
ilature providing again ft notorious felons, and fuch 
as be opjenly of evil fame, that they fliall not be ad- 
mitted, to bail ; and, in the i^th, the ftratute ■ of 
\V''inchefter, entirely altered the law^ and gare us a 
liew conLlitudpn on this head. ^ ' •' 

1. By this a^£i the whole hundred is made anfwer* 
able in CtoTe of robberies. 

2. In orJec to prevent the concealment of rob - 
beiif-in towns, it is enafted, 1.' That the gates of all 
walled towns fhall be (hut fronfi fon-fetting to fun- 
rifiug. 2. A Watch is appointed, who are to iarrcft 
all ft rangers, 3. No pcrion is to lodge in thefu\>urb5» 
nor in any place out of the town, unlefs his hoft 
will anfwer for. him. 4. The bailiffs of towns (hall 
make enquiry, pnce within fifteen days at the fartheft, 
of all perfons lodged in/the fuburbs^.Scc. aad of thofc 
who have received any fufpiciotis perfons* 

3. To prevent the concealment of robbers with- 
out the'towQs, it is ^dfledi, that the highways lead- 
ing from on^ market-t6wh* to ainbther (hall be en* 
larged, and rK> biuihes, woods, or dykes, tn which 
felons may be concealed, fhall be fufFered therein. 

4. felons are to he purfued'by hue and cry. 

This ftaiutf, fay^ lord Cokt, was made again/l a 
gang of rogujcs^ then called Roberdfmen, that took 

. ff] 8H.VII. 3 b. fr] Chap. xxiv. By which juftices 

io eyfc are forbidden to atnw^t v.\4tvftvv^*^ hccvvfc :vU qC tw^Uci 
yeiiW old' were not fworri, \^\^Vv^^^.» .\!»r,x 
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their denomination of one Robbin Hood« whg livel 
in Vorkikiie in the reign of Richard I. and whov 
with his companions, harbouring in woods 4Uid de- 
fart $» committed a great number of robberieis and 
other ourrages on tl^ fnbjed. From ^is arch-thief 
a great number of idle di/Fointe fellows, who wttt 
called Drawlatchesy Ribands, aad RoberdfineD, took 
their lifc,. and infefted this kingdcmi' for aboise t 
centurjTy ootwithflanding the nao^r eodciivoiiri of the 
legiflature from time to time to fupprefs tbem. 
\ rliL-M theft Jaws, the princijpal ain. Viiib]y was, 
toiprevtnridle perfons wandering frompl^ce to pUce» 
^iiicfa-, as. we have before feen, was one great point 
pf the decennwy Yx^nftitntion. 

Thoai by r law made in the 34th year of Edward 
III. a" lidioiiNn- departing from his .Service into aa« 
other coont^'^' was to ht burned in the forehead with 
the letter F. And iiy the ferae ftatute* if a laboorcf 
or fee? a«t 4o^ Ay into a city or borongb^ tbe.chief 
oiHcer,''(m reifoefty ^wis to deliver him pp. 

Again, in the 7th year of Richard II. the jofticct 
of-peiBce^hfi' ordered to'cxamine vagabonds ; and; if 
^tt^ hhve i«o funeties for their good behavuHir^ tocom* 
mtrth'tntrtoiiu^lbn. . . 

(En tfifl''»ith'ye^rof Henry VII.it ivaa enabled, thu 
▼agabend^ arid' idie 'persons ihoold be fet e» t]Mih)ck& 
three days and three nighis, aod have ao otK^r iof* 
te]vancb't|ioc''bread and water,' aad then Ihall be put 
Out of rhe town.; and jwhofbevcr gave fach iihtjftr^ 
ion* retitf^ forfeited li^f.: - vf 

By 22 'Henry VIIL perfons ' eaUsng .fehemMves 
£gypriary£ fhflll not cinne in^ihe real0i». un4er peaal-' 
ty of fbrfeitia^thtogbodAi anxft^if.they 4^.notde' 
part' within ^fteen;«kys afteK..tli€7.ai¥; commanded^ 
lliall be imprifoncd. 

By t&jc 1 an^ iv- Bhilip aad.;Mai^ E«]«i Bgn^tbni 
coming incd the kingdom,. ai|d: xem^iiiiig' Jieie« 
month, ai% m^de guilty cf^ felony ..witho at pcaefit of 
ckrgy,-.'- . J- jc ' : -i. .. .-. 
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And thole who bring them into the realra, for* 
feit 40/. 

£/ the 5 Eliz. the crime of felony without clergyi 
is extended to all who are found in the company of 
Egyptians^ or who ihall- coQuterfeit,. transform, or 
di%uire themfelves as fuch.^ 

By 2t Henry VIIl. a vagabond, taken begging 
&all b« whipped, and then iworn to return to iht- 
place of his birth, orkft abode for three years,, there* 
to put himfelf to labour. 

By 27 Henry VIIL a valiant begfrar,. or fiordy 
vagabond, ihall be whipped for the firft offence, and- 
lent to the place of his birth. Sec*, for the fecond,, 
the upper part of the griftlc of ki&jright ear.fot off; 
and if after that he be taken wandering in idleneft^. 
&c. he Ihflll be adjudged and executed aa a felon. 

I' (hail- mention no more a& {for feverai wece niade)& 
l^tvitetn this and the 39th filizabetb, w&en the:for« 
xner ads- concerning vagabonds were all repealed^ -and 
the feverai previsions againil them weipe -redttoed to< 
one law. ■ ■ . - ■ 

This a6l^ which contained many wholeibme pro-^ 
vifioj)», remanied ia'fbece a Jong.time^ but at length 
was totally repealed by the ^ath,of Qgeea Anne;: 
as this was agaki by* the 1*9^ ''George 21. luhtcii laft- 
ttieriftiofred ' ft^ute ilaads no^r repealed by: aao|he» 
made about {ix years ago .[<ut}*. 

I have tsJcen fehia fiuvt view. oil tkefe repealed laves^. 
in^der t6 enforce c«io eonfiderationt. firlb, Thatr 
the removal of an evil,, which the legiilatare have- 
ib ofceA etidefttfoared to redrefi, is of gr^t import- 
ance to tkfr fceiety; %dif. That an tnk» which iat 
maftiy fuMequent ' lain have Jailed •f removiaff,, ia 
ofa veryftubbora aamve, aiMi ex^emely difficult tot 
be cured. 

' Her« I hopd to be timiveB,^ when I foggeft, that 
the la^ hath probably SuM in this bftaacej from 
want of'fuficient diredicki to a fingle point. At 00 
a former head, the. difeafe- feems to be no otiier tbai^ 
idknefi \ fo here, 'wandiring is the caufe of the iiiif« 

... ^A»X^ 
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chut. »nd that alone to which the remedy flioold be 
L^pifd. This, one would imagiDC, fhould be the 
chief, if not f'ole, intent of all laws againft vaga- 
bonds, which might, in a fynonyinouS phrafe, be 
called laws agninft wanderers. BqC as the word it- 
felf haih obtained by volear nfe a more complex 
fignificntion, fo have the laws on this head had a^ 
more general view than to extirpate this xqiichief; 
and by that means, pcxi»ps, have failed of. produc- 
ing fuch an effedl. 

I will therefore confine myfelf^ as t have hitbertor 
done on this head, to the fingle point of prefcnting 
the poor from wandering, one principal caaie of 
'the enereifc of robbers ; as it is the chief means of 
preferring them; from the parfnit of jnftice : it being 
impofTible for any thief to carry on. his trade long 
with impunity r.mong his neighbours, and where 
not only his perfon, bat his way of iife^ muH be 
well known. ' 

Now to ob^riate this evil^ the law, $» it now 
ftands, hath provided in a twofold manner. 1.. Uy 
*way of preven Hon ; and/ a.. By way^ of remedy. 

A^ to the iirft, the ^nuie of BBfuifeth declares [x]. 
That no perfon retained in huibaodry, or in any- art 
or fciencc in the aft mentioned [jr], after the tijnc 
of his retainer is expired, iball depart out of atiy- 
city, pariih, &c. nor out oftfafe country, &c. toien'e 
in any other, unlefs he have a teftimonial, under the 
fbal of the city •? town corporate, or of the confit- 
ble or other' head- officer, and two other honeft 
houflibldcr* of the city, town, or patifh, where he 
lad ferved, declaring his. lawful depart nre, and the 
naui^ of ther (hire aiuf^ the -place where Jfe ferved M* 
This certificate if ftf br deiiycred to the fervant, and 
regiflred by the paribn for zd^ ilnd the fonn of it i' 
given in the aft. ' t^ •. ' -. 

And no perfortiito be reubed in any other fer- 
i4ce, withoQt (hewing fuch teftimonial . to the chief 
officer of the toviti coT^oiate, and in every other 

Ijj i. e. in almoft c^«l u^^«* ^^ 
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place to thd conftatrie, curate, Szc^ on pain of im- 

- prifoAment, till he procore a teilimonial ; and, if he 

- cannot procure fuch teilimonial within tu^enty-one 
days'y "he ihall be whipped, and treated like a vaga- 
bofld ; fo (hall he be if found with a forged teilimo- 
fiial. And thofc who receive him without fliewing 

• fuch teilimonial as aforefaid, forfeit 5/. 

A^ to the 2d, the; law hath been extremely liberal, 
in itis provifions. Thefe are- of two forts ; 1. Srmplye 
cotppulfory ; and, 2. Compulfory with puniihment*. 

• UnAer the former "head • may be ranged the feverai 
' fecli of parliament relating to the fcttlcment, or ra» 

ther removal, of the poor, 

A« thefe ilatotes, though very impcr fe£lly exe- 
c^t^dy are pretty generally known (the nation having 

• l^aid'fdme millions to Weflminfter^hall for tlieir know- 
ledge of them) I ^aJl mention them rery nightly inr 

^-tMfl place.. : ^. 

The ilntute of Elizabeth, together with the wife 
eXetutton of it, having. made thtf poor an intolerable 
'4>urden'to the pabliCi.difpvtes began to ftrife between 
parilhes, to" whofc lo^ it fell la provide for certain in- 
dividuals : for^ the laws ..for confintng the. poor to 

' their ONvn hpmes being totally, di^garded, tfaefe 

• ufed to ramble.. J wherever whim or conveniency in- 
vito them. T-he ovserfcer&Qf one pariih were per- 

' haps more liberal of the parochial ftind than in an- 
other ; oTa fometimes probably the- ovcrfeer of the 
parkh of A was a friend or j-elation of a poor perfon of 

' rh*' parifti^ of 9, who dtdixot cboofe to work. From 

' ibm^e fuch'^reafon, thB'poor of CMae paiifli began to 

• ' hnpi a AChifgr'^n ianothfcr* ■ 
' Tt>'*f«ltiiedy: :fucH inconiienieaees, {mmediately af- 
ter the Reiloracibn'r«},' il ftftco^ was iBade» by whick 
if Any ^ODr man, likd^ to be chargeable^ came to 
inhabit in a foreign pari/b> valefs in a tenement of 
10/. a ytar, the Oferfeere might ootmplain to one 
Juilice within ' forty- days> and then twejoflices were 
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■ * ■ ' '• ■' ;} • 

to remove the poor perfun to the place nt his laft. 

leg.'il fcftilcnicnt, ■'.*.:•«. 

By a {bcoiid a£l [a], the forty days areto be rtckoii* 
ed after uoticeVgiven in wHtiog to' t he" ch arch -warden; 
or ovcrfeer by the poor perfon,. Co2itaiiUr>g the -piace 
of his abode, nomber or hisfamily, &c. 

But by the fame ftatute, the executing of a pBblic 
aimual office d urine a year, or being charged witSk^ and' 
payiQg to» the public taxes. Sec. or (j|f unmarried- and 
not having a child) being lawfully hired intoaBy- 
parifli, and (erving for one year, or being boaiidap* 
prentic^' by indenture,. and inhabiting, &c. are all* 
xn&de good fettlements without notice. 

By a third' ftatute [^], perfons bringing a certifi-^ 
catc %ned by the overfeeds. Sec. and allowed by 
two juliices, cannot be removed tiU they become 
chargeable.. 

By a fourth [r], no-foch. certificate perfon flialU 
gain a fettlement by any other a£l than by, IfnAfidt^, 
taking a leafe of a tenement of loA fer- awNtm, or 
by executing an annual office. 

' By a fifth [i/], no apprentice 6f hired fervant of- 
certificate perfon (hall,, by fnch feryiceof apprentice* 
ihip, gain any fettlement. 

By a iheth [/],.no perfon, by any purchafe^of which^ 
the confideration doth not boMafidt amonnt to joA 
iliall gain any fettlemeiu lon£;er than while he dwells 
on fuch purchafe.. 

So much for thefe laws of removal, concerning; 
which there are feveral other ads or parliament and- 
law cafes innumerable. 

And yet the law itfelf is,, as I have faid« very im- 
perfectly executed at this day> and that for fevMl 
reaions. 

I. It IS attended with great troitble : for as the lA 
of Ch. IL 'uety mfifely. requires two juftices, and thr 
Court of King's Bench requires them both to be pre- 
fent together (though they feldom are fo); the order, 
of removal is fomeumes difficult to be obtained, and 

f>7 1 and 4 W. and M. c. x\. Stt \ V^AV. ^ vm. 

hi I .nd 9 W. 111. c. ««• \c\ V''^\''?^v\ ^ ^^'^^^ 

14 x» Anne, c. xVxiU V\ ^*^*^^^-^^^^ 
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more difficult to be executed ; for the pariOi to which 
the pairtjr is ta.be removed (perhaps. with a family) is* 
>)ftca ia a diftant county.; nay« ibinetimes they are to, 
be carriied» froqL One end of the kingdom to another* 

2. It is often attended with e^reat expence, a$ weH 
for. the rcalbn aforefaid, as becaufe the pari di re* 
nukying/ia liable to as appeal from the pari(h to whicJa 
the poor is removed^ This appeal is (bmctimea 
brought by a wealthy and Uti|rious parifh againft a 
poor oAe» without, any colour of right whatever* 

$. The removal is often ine^e^ual : for as the 
appeal is almofl certain to be brought, if an attorney 
lives in the neighbourhood; fo.is it almoft aa fure 
to fucceed* if a juftice lives in the pariih. And as 
fof relief in the KingS Bench, if the juiftices of peace 
will allow you to go thither (for that they will not 
always do) the delays as well as the.coft, is fuchj 
that- the remedy is. oftetxworfe than the difeafe. 

For thcfe reafons, it can be no wonder thatpariihes 
are not very forward to put this law in execution* 
Indeed^ in alL cafc^ of removal-j the good of the 
pzriAk, aotd not pf, tl^e public^ is conlolted; nay^ 
fometimes the good of an individual on|y: and^ 
tharefore the poQr.man, who is capable of getting hia 
livelihood by his -dexterity at any handicraft, and 
likely, tp do it by his indullry, is fare to be removed 
with his family ; efpecially if the overfeer, or any of 
his relation^, ^ould be of the fame occupation ; 
bu$ ^he idlei poor,: who threaten to rival no man ia 
his butinefs^ are never taken any notice of, till they 
become- a^ually chargeable ; and if, by begging or 
robjH^g^ thpy avoid this» as it his <io man's intereit^ 
{o r)6 roan 'thinks it his duty to apprehend them.. 

it ca9tK>t therefore be expeded, that any. good of 
thii^ kii>4 I am contending for, (hould be effeded by 
thrift branch of the law : let us therefore, in the fecona 
phK:e, take a view of that which is exprefly levelled 
at. vagrants, and calc.ulated, iis it appears^ (or tho 
very purpofe of fupprefiing wanderers. 

To furvey this, branch w\U b^ ^^>i^ ^^ '^\.\!bw^V«h^ 
conccriiing vagrants are now x<:4u't't^ VdX^ "^^^ -^^ 
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parliament; and it 19 the e^fier HiU, aa this a^. U 
rery clearly pennrd» and (ivhicb js not alws^ji the 
cafe) reduced to a regulur aad intelligible mrthod.. 

By this act, then, three degrees ot ofieace» aie god- 
(lituied: '; ,.. 

Firjf, Perfons bccooie idle and diforde^ly witSSo 
the At^,^ by, 1. Threatning fo r»n a vay azyd to fepffrr 
their wives or children to the parilh. 2; {Unlaw- 
fiiliy returning to the plare i' om whencB.,;b€/^bajrf 
been legally removed by ths ordet of iwa ju dices, ■ 
without bringing a certificate, &c* 3. Living idle 
without employment^ and refuiing to work for afaat 
and common wages. 4. By begging ia- their ovv 
paiifhes. 

Secondly 9 Peribns by, I. Going about at patcat* 
gatherers, or gathccer^ cf alms under ^ pretence ^f 
lofs by fire» or titler cafualty; or, z. Going about 
as coll triors for prifons, gaols, or hofpitals. 3. Be- 
ing fencers and bearwards. 4. Or commoa players 
of interluded, &c. 5. Or minilreis, jugglers. 6* 
Pretending to be gypfies, or wandering in loch habit* 
7. Pre'cenJing to plivfiognomyt or like^ crafty facaceft 
&c. 8. Ufing any iubtle craft to deceive an^ iinpoTe 
on any of his majefty's fubje^s. 9. Playing ot fit- 
ting at unlawful games, lo. Running away, and 
IcHvircT wives or chiitlrcn, whereby they become 
chargeable to any paiili. 11. Wandering abroad as 
petty chapm^'n or pedlars, not authorifed by law. 
12. Wandcrino; abroad and lodging in ale-hooici, 
barns, out-houirs, or ii> the open air, not giving a 
good account of themfclves. 13. Wandering abroad- 
and begging, pretending to be foIdier8> mariners, 
fcafa. ing men, or pretending to eo to work at har- 
vcft. 14. Wandering abroad and begging, are to 
be decir.ed rogues and vagabonds. 

Thirdly J 1. End-gatherers offending againft the 13 

George 1 . entitled. An aSl fir the better regulation of 

the ivooHen manufaSiures^ Sec. being convidled of fuch 

c)/t ence ; 2. Persons apprehended as rogues and 

.VTJq-abonds efcaplI^«;, or, -^^ t^^m^vt^^ \a ^^ Na^^^x^ ■*. 

ju/h'cc, or. 4.. refui\T\c to be ^xotcCy^^^. ^xw ^^'^^ ^^^ 

j. rcfifing lo be convened X., ^ ^.^.. -. <V^-- 



nmihWionf giViDgi a fM^ actolint of themfei] res after 
wsriiit^g of the punithtfic^tyt. - ? ^.Rogues and Taga*- 
bonds' efca^itjf 'Out'bf ■ Ait' JMirft-^ of corre^ion^ A:c* 
or;' 8, thofe \m> haviTig.bbeii'puniihed as rogues and 
vagabonds, fhall offend again as fuch, are made in- 
roSi^iblc roi&cs. 

NW'as to the/?y? of tit? fe three divifions, it were 
to be #ifhedy that perfons vAiO are found in ale-' 
^hotiiesy iiigfct-hotif<^5^ ' See, iifter a certain hoar at 
night, had been inclaJed ; for- many fuch, thoogh 
of vcrjr fufpicious charaders, taken up at privy 
feiLHdhes, ^11 not under any of the above defcriptionv* 
Somt of thefe I have known difcharged, againd 
whom capital complaints have appeared, when it 
hafli^Beeh' too late. Why might not the julBce be 
eiitruffeil with a power of detaining any fufpicious 
per(bn,'whb 'could produce no known houfe-keeper^ 
or one. of credit, to his chara^er^ for three days, 
within which time he might, by mean« of an adver-» 
tifemcnt, be viewed by numbers who have been lately 
TOblkid ? (bme fa^h have been^ I koow, confined up- 
on an old Hatute as perfons of evil fame, with great 
emolument te the public. 

But I come to the fitgnd head, namely, of vaga^* 
bowds: and here I muft obferve, that 'wandering \i 
of itielf made noofi^nce: fo that unlefs fuch wan<^ 
dcrer be cither a petty chapman, or a beggar, or lod- 
ger in ale-houfes, &c. he is not within the ad of 
pariiament. 

Now, however ufefuf this excellent law may be in 
the*country, it will by no means ferve the purpofe in 
this town : for though moft of the rogues who infeft 
the public roads and flreets, indeed almoil all the 
thieves in general, are vagabonds in the true fenfe 
of the word, being. wanderers from their lawful place 
of abode, very few of them will be proved vaga- 
bonds within the wbrds of this aft of parliament. 
Thefe vagabonds do, indeed, get their livelihood by 
thieving, and not as petty beggars or petty chap- 
men ; and have their \odg^\u^xvox.\w^'^^^^SRs»i %*.^* 
but in private houfes, NvVvwe m^xv^ ^^ ^«av ^^W^ 
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together, and unite in gangly P^y^g ^^^ ^.A t*^ 
night for their beds. 

The following account I . have had from Mr* Wft}ch». 
the high couftable of Holborn; and boa^ wkalcnov- 
that gentleman, will want any QOD&icni^tifiii. 'oEjie 
troth of it. 

' That in the parifli of St. Giles's tbefc' are great, 
' nunibert of hoafes fet apart for the recentJOB of. 
' idle perfons and vagabonds, who have their lodguigs 
' there for two-pence a night : that in the ^bovc. 
' parifh, and in St. George, Bloomflmry, bn^ wo*. 
' man alone occupies feven of theie hoi^ei, aII pift- 

* perly accommodated with miierable be4s ffom ^: 

* cellar to the garret, for foch two-pennv lodgers l 
' that in thefe beds, feveral of which ar^ la, Ac;,.faiiic 
' room, men and .women, often flrangeri'.to'.^iiph 

* other, lie promifcuouflv» the price of a doublk-lvd, 
', being no more than three-pence, as an^ncpiin^- 
' ment to them to lie together: that ar thefe plicev 

* are thus adapted to whoredom, fo are they, imo lefs 
' provided for drunkenaefs, gin being fold in , t^^eifr 
' ali at a penny a qoartern ; fo that ua.imalleft &m> 
' of monqy ferves for intoxication : that in tl^ exr*,. 
' cution of fearch-warraiits, Mr. Welch rardy finds 
' lefs than twenty of thefe houfes open for the ffodpt 
^ of all comeirs at the lateft hours: that in oW.of 

* thefe houfes,. and that not a large one, he li^h 
' numbered fifty -eight perfdn& of both fexes, t^r 

* flench of whom was fo intolerable^ that it ^Oil-.. 
' pelled him in a very ihort time to quit the pl^'**'. 
Nay, I can add, what I myfelf once faw in the i^inSkx* 
of Shore-ditch, where two little houfes were emptifd 
of near feventy men and women; amongll whom 
was one ofthe prettied girls I had ever feeu, who had;, 
been carried o^' by an Iri(hiban, to confummate her 
marriage on her wedding-night, in a room where, fe- 
veral others were in bed at the fame time. 

If one confiders the deftrudlion of all morality, - 

decency and modeliy \ iVv« ^^^le^tvii^, whoredomy and 

drunkennefs, whlcYi w e\«tv«XVf twc\^Vsw^TWL Skv <!m5«; 

Aoufcs, on the oi^c \iatvd. ax^^ xV^ la^wJ&^Ti ^^^S 

^d mifery of moa.o£ iW v^i^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ 
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it feqns dpubtful whetli^^r they are more the objeds 
of deteftation, -6r compaffioa : for fuch is the poverty 
of th^fe wretche&, ..that, upon fearching all the above 
nttm&dr, the money found upon all of them (ex* 
cept '^fi^'t>pSe> wno, as I afterwards heard, had 
robbed' itt ttjlftrefs) did not amount to one fhiilin^f i . 
and I have been credibly informed, that a-fingle loaf 
liatfi''iajpj)Iied a whole family with their provifions 
for aS^lcv.Laltiy, if any of thefc miferable crea- 
tnfes fall' dck .(^rid it is almofl a miracle, that ftench, 
vermin, and want (hould ever fuffer them to be well) 
thev ^'returned out in the ftreets by their mercilefs 
hofi olr hoile(s, where, unlefs fome parifh officer of 
extfaordinary charity relieves them, they are fure 
miferably to periih, with the addition of hunger and 
cold'to tneir dife^fe. 

l!&is piftare, which is taken from the life, will 
appear ftrange to many; for the evil here defcribed, 
is, 1 am confidents very little known, efpecially to 
tbpife of the better fort. Indeed this is the only ex- 
cnie, and I believe the only reafon, that it hath been 
fo ibng tolerated : for when we confider the number 
of th^e wretches,' which, in the out-(kirt9 of the 
to^^ amounts to a great many thoufands [/], it is 
jL nuifance, which wm appear to be big with every 
moral and political mifchief. Of thefe, the exceffive 
mifery of the wretches themfelves, oppreiTed with 
want, and funk in every fpecies of debaucfiery, • and 
the lofs of fo many lives to the* public, are obvious 
and immediate confequences. There are fome more 
remote, which, however, need not be mentioned to 
the diicerning. 

Among other mi(chiefs attending this wretched 
nuifance, the great increafe of thieves muil necef- 
(arily be one. The wonder in fa£l is, that we have 
not a thoufand more robbers than we have; indeed, 
that all thefe wretches are not thieves^ mnft give us 

[/} Meft of thefe are Irllh. tgtinft' the Impbitatioo of whom a 
fevere ta# wa^mides^tbc retgn of ff eo* VI: and many of the re- 
' pealed va^raatKtib coatidaed'a iflaofe Ibr th« fiuac futfok. 
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either a very high idea of their honcAyi ojrfl very mean 

one oF their capacity and coarage. 

Where then is the redrefs? is it not tf# hinder tht 
peer fr 9m ivandiritt^, and this by compelling the pariih 
and peace officers to apprehend Aich wandereri or 
vagabonds, and by empowering the magiftrate ef- 
fc£lu<illy to puniih and fend them to their hahita> 
tions? Thus, if we cannot difcover/ or will not en- 
courage, any cure for idlenefs, we (hall at lead com- 
pel the poor to ilarve or beg at home : for there it 
will be impoiTible for them to ileal or rob. witboat 
being picfcntly hanged or tranfported "eut of the 
way. 

S EC T- vir. • I' 

Of apprtbending tht ptr/oms 9/ ftUMs. : -. 

I COME now to a third encoorageiaest which 
the thief fiatters himfelf with, vis. in i^is hopes 
of e(caping from being apprehended. . ■•■,: c 

Nor is this ho[9e i^ithoat foundation : how ,k)i}S 
have we known highwaymen reign in this kiagdofli 
after they have been publicly known for fnch-^ have 
not ffwt of thefe committed robberies in open day- 
light, in tlie fight of many people, and have after> 
ward rode folemnfy and triumphantly . th^o^gh the 
neiglibouring towns, without any danger or mqlefta- 
tlon ? this happens to ever^ rogue who js -Wcooe 
eminent for bis audacioufnels, and is thought- to he 
defperate ; and is, in a more particular manaer^..^ 
cafe of great and numerous gangs, maiWt oif- whick 
have, for a long time, committed the moift <^^ iwt- 
-rages in defiance of the law* Officers of jttftice have 
owned to me, that they have pafled by fuch, with w^ 
rants in their pockets againft them^- without during to 
apprehend them ; and, indeed, they could not be 
blamed for not expofing themfelves to fure deftruc- 
tion : for it is a melancholy truth, that, at this very 
day, a rogue no iooxiet ^vj^* ^^ ti-wB^^ ^^u cer- 
tain purlieus, t\iati twenvj ot ^wvj '»\s«^'«ais^ 
are found rej.dy to come \o\i\^ ^^xS^mt^^ ^^ 
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On this head the law may feem not to have been 
•very defective in its caations; Jirfiy by veiling not 
only the oiHcers of juftice, but every private man, 
with authority for fecuring thele mifcreants, of which 
aothority it may be of fervice to the oHicers, as well 
as CO the pablic in general, to be more particularly 
informed. 

F/Vyf , By [g] WellminAer I. Peribns of evil fame 
are to be imprifoned without bail; l^y th^ iiatute of 
Wirtcheiler [/&], fufpicious^jnight-walkcis are to be 
arreted and detained by the watch. A itatute made 
in [/] 5 £d. III. reciting that many manilaughters, 
felonies, and robberies had been done in times paK, 
ena&, that if any perfon have an evil fufpicipn of 
fuch offenders, they (hall be incontinently arrefted by 
the conftable, and fhall be delivered to the bailiff of 
the franchise, or to the* fhcriff; to be kept in prifon 
till the coming of the juftices.. The 34 \k^ Edw. III. 
gives pd^vei* to the juftices of peace, inter^aHal to e^l- 
quire of wanderers, and foch as will not- labour/ a«d 
to arreft and imprifbn fufpicioas perfon^, an4 to take 
Sureties of thtf f^ood behaviour of -peHbns of evil 
ikm^f 'To the intent,' fays thft ftatute, < -that the 
**' people be not by fuch riot^r«, .'5cc. troubled nor 
*: endamaged, not- the peace b1emifhed,< aor^mer* 
' chants nor othert' palling by-tl>e tiigKwaya of- jJie 
' realn difturbed, nor put in peril by fucb offenders/ 
' SeeofiMft By the common law, every peribn who hath 
c^Mnmitted a felony may be arrefted and fecured by 
ahy priv^aie Man prefent «t the laid fadt» thongh he 
hath flo general nor particular authority, 1. e, though 
ile be no ofRcer of jutlice«- nor have any writ or war- 
rant for fo doing i and Tuok private man may either 
deliver the felon to thc< conftable; feeure'him iir- a 

faol, or carry him before a magiftnite [/]• And if 
e refufes to yield, thofewho arreft may juftify beat- 
ing [m] him ; or, in cafe of abfolute neceflity, killing 
him-[ffj. 

Wcftm. I. chap. XT. ^ r6| Winton%cha^»W, 

5 Edw, lU. chap. «▼• . * . . , V \ otj^^^i .Yi\.^:N« 
Halc'» hift. P. C.. vol. 1. p. l%i. ^cA. Vi, -n. V\^>^^^ 

««' a- [»] Halt's bifU ^0\.l. *S^^* -^, 
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Nor is this arreft merely allowed ; it is enjo)*ned 
by law, and the omiflion withoat fomc good excofeis 
a mirdemcanor punifliable by amercement, or fine and 
imprifonment [9]. 

Again, Every private man may arrefl another on 
Aifpicion of felony, though he was not prefent at the 
fadl [/]. But then if the party arretted ihould profc 
innocent, two circnmftances are nece/Tary to jaftify 
thearreft. lA, A felony muft be adually commit- 
ted ; and 2My, there mtfft be a reafonable caufe of 
fufpxcion [f ] ; and common fame hath been adjudged 
to be fttch caufe {r]. 

But in this latter cafe my lord Hale advifes the 
private perfon, if poifible, to have recourfe to the 
magiftrate, and obtain his warrant and the affilUnce 
of the [j] conftable; for this arreft is nor required 
by law, nor is the party punilhable for aegleding it; 
and ihould the perfon arretted, or endeavoured to be 
arretted, prove innocent, the party arrefting hin, &c. 
will, in a great meafure, be anfwerable for the ill 
confequence; which if it be the death of the innocent 
peHbn occafioned by force or re^ttanee, this will, at 
leatt, be manflaughter 1 and if the other ihould be 
killed in the attempt, this likewife i^ill amount to 
manflaughter onljr [/]« 

Again, any private peribn may juttify arrefting a 
felon purfued oy hue and cry. This,, as the «w»rd 
imports, is a public alarm raifed all over the coon- 
try, in which the conttable is firft to fearch his own 
vill'ordiviiion, and then to raife all the nei^boor- 
ing vills about, who are to purfne the felon with borie 
and [u] foot. And this hue and cry may either be 
after a perfon certain, or on a robberj committed 
where the perfon is not known ; and in the latter 
cafe, thofe who parfue it may take fuch pcrfont 

[»] Hale, vol. I. 588. ▼ol.Il. 76, 7T« [p1 Lamb.l.H. 

c. 3. Dalt. 40 J. Hale'i hift. vol. I. 588. 3 Hen. VII. c.i. 
I a] Hale'i hift, no\. U. %o. \rl Dah. 407. 5 H. Vlj. 
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as they have probable caufe to fufpe^t [f^j], va* 
grants, '&c. ^ I 

This method of purfuit lies jit.the common law, ^nd 
in mentioned by Brailon [x] ; and it is enforced by 
many ftatutes, as by [y] Weflm. I. ' All are to be rea- 
t dy at the fummons of the fherifF, and at the cry. of 
' the county, 'to arrcft felons as well within franchifes 

* as without.' By 4 Edw. I. * Hue and cry is or- 
^ dered to be levied for all murders, burglaries, men 

* flain, or in peril to be flain, and all are to follow it. 
And laftly, the flatutc of Wintou enacts as we hav« • 
feen before. 

And this purfuit maybe raifed,. i. By a private 
perfon. 2. By the country without an pfficer, 3, By ' 
an officer without a warrant. 4.- By the warrant, of 
a magiilrate. 'And this laft, if it can be obtained, 19 
the fafeft way : for then all who afTill are enabled by 
the ftatutes 7 and 21 Jac. to. plead the general iflue [2]^ 
The common law fo ilridlly enjoined this purfuit, that, 
if any defetSl in raifing it lay in the lord of the fran- 
chife, the franchifc (hould be feized into the king's 
hands ; and, if the negle£b lay in the bailiff, he 
ihould have a heavy fine, and a year's imprjifonment, 
or fuffer two years imprifonment without a fine [a]* 
And now, by a very late [^] llatute, 'If any conila- 
« ble, headborough, &c. of the hundred where any 

* robberies fhall happen, ftxall refufe or fiegle^ to make 
'hue and cry after the felons with the utmoU expe- 

* dition, as foon as he fhall receive notice thereof, he 

* fhall, for every fuch refufel and negleft, forfeit, 5/. "* 
« half to the king and half to the informer*' 

Now hue and cry is of three different kinds : i. A- 
gainft a perfon certain by name. 2. Againft a perfon 
certain by defcription. 3. On a robbery, burglary, 
&c. where the perfon is neither known, nor capable 
of being defcribed. 

When a hue and cry is raifed, every private man 
is ftot only jullified ift purfulng ; but may be obliged, 

fw] Hale's hift. vol. II) ic^. . ^jc'i U\>. \\\, t» >« 

[a] Flcta, U i. c, 24. ad init. \o\ % CitQ A\. ^» v^. 

Vol. XI. T> \.>i 
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by command of the conilablc, to pttrfue the feIon« 
and is punifhabie, if he difobey^ by tne ahid imnri-( 
fonment [r]. And in this ca(b, whether k feloYiy w^' 
committed or not, or whether theperlbh afrefted (pro- 
vided he be the perfon named or defbribed by the hui 
and cry) be guilty or innocent, or of evil or gooxf 
fame, the arreft is lawful and juftifiable, and he who 
raifed the hoe and cry is alone toanfwer for the juftice 
ofit[<I. 

In this purfait, likewife, the conflable may fcarch' 
fafpeAed houfes, if the doors be open ; but breaking 
the door will not be jullitiable, unlch the feloft be 
aftadly in the hotife ; nor even then anlefs admittance 
hath been firft demanded and denied M. And what 
the conftable may do hirafelf will be Juftiiiable by any 
other in his affiftance; at Icjift, by hts command [/J. 
Indeed a private perfon may juftify the arrefl of an ot- 
fender by the command of a peace ofHcer; for he is 
boond to be aiding and alTifling to fuch officer^ is pu- 
tiifhahle for his rcTufal, and is cbtifequentiy under the 
proteftion of the law [^]. 

Laftly^ a private perfon may arreft a felon by vir- 
tue of a warrant dircfted to him : for though he is no: 
bonnd to execute fuch warrant, yet if he doth, it is 
good and juftifiable [A]. 

fbirdiy^ Officers of public juflice may juftify the 
arreft of a felon by virtue of their office, ' without any 
warrant. Whatever therefore a private perfon may 
do as above, will certainly be juftifiable in them. 

And as the arrcfting of felons, &:c. is more particu- 
larly their daiv, and their line will be heavier for the 
negleEl, fo will their proteftion by the lav/ be tte 
greater ; for if, in arreting thofe that are frobably/tf- 
fiSled, the conftable fhould be killed, it is murder; < 
on the other hand, if perfons purfued by theft officers 
for felony, or juJiifiahU /uJ)>icion tbereof, fhall refiftof 
fly from them ; or being apprehended, fhall refcne 

,5 Hen IV. Fw ^:itil%:^xv c:r^\4v.^^^^ 

II. 86. ^^^^TsWS 
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A?jDajp?lvcs, re£ft or fly ; fo that they cannot othefM^ 
fee ^pprehendeApr re-apprehended, and are ofngcej/itji 
fi^ain, it. IS no felony in the officers, or in their aliu- 
^nt?,. thoi^h poffibly the parties killed are innocent; 
for, by.rcfitfing the king^s authority in his officers, 
thev draw their ov^n blood on themfelves {{]. 

Again, To take a felon or fufpedled felon, the con- 
liable without any warrant may oreak open the door. 
But to juflify this, he muft fliew; I. That the felon, 
&c, was in the houfe. t. That his entry was denied. 
3. That it was denied after demand and notice that Ke 
was conflable \k'\^ 

Laftly, A felon may be apprehended by virtue of a 
v/arrant ifluing from a maglilrate lawfully authorized ; 
in the execution of which the officer hath the fame 
power, and will, at leaH, have the fame protedlion by 
law as in the arreft viriute oj^ciL And this warrant, it 
it be fpecially direfled to him, the conftable n^iay exe- 
cute in any part within the jurifdiftion of the magi- 
(Irate ; but he is only obliged to execute it withip the 
divifion for which he is con liable, &c. 1 

In the exception of a warrant for feIony> th^ officer 
may break open the dpors of the felon or of any per- 
fon where he is concealed ; and the breaking the doors 
of the felon is lawful at all events, but in breaking 
thofe of a flrangcr the officer afts at his peril : for he 
will be a trefpauv if the felon Ihould not be there [/]. 

Such are the powers which the law gives for the ap» 
prehending felons (for as to the particular power, of 
iheriffs and coroners, and the procefs of fuperior 
courts, they may well be paffed by in this place)* 
Again, tjicfe powers we fee are enforced with penal- 
ties ; io that not only every officer of juftice, but 
twtry private perfon, is obligeu to arrell a known felon, 
and may be punifhed for the omiffion. 
■ Nor doth the law flop here. The apprehending 
/tich felons is hot only authorized and enjoined, but 
even encouraged, with impunity to perfons guilty 
themlelves of felony, and with regard to others. 

[f] Dah, 499. 13 Ed. IV. 4, Jk'9. 5 to ^2. Hale's hiflv toL lU 
16. 90, 91. [*] lb. vol. I. 5^1. "«o\.\\. wo* 

£/J fiale*f />i/(. voh I, 58a, vol. U, 117. ^C«i%t^i.^% 

R * ^ 
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By 3 and 4 of [/«] William and Mary, Perfons'guihy" 
of robbery in the highway, fields, &c. who, being out 
ofprifon, iliall di-fcover any two ofFeftders to be con- 
vifted of fuch robbery, are entitled to' his majcfty's 
pardon of fuch robberies, &c. as they fliall havc'thcn 
committed. 

By lo and 11 of [/;] William III. this is extended 
to burglary, and fuch felonies as are mentioned in the 

aa. 

By the fame a6l, all perfons who (hall apprehend a 
felon for privately Healing goods to the value of c/. 
cut of ihop, warehoufe, coach-houfe, or ftable, by 
night or by day (provided the felon be convidled there- 
of) (hall be entitled to a certificate, which may' be 
afligued once, difcharging ' fuch apprehender or his 
aflignee from all parochial Offices in the parifh or ward 
where fuch felony was committed. This certificate 
is to be enrolled by the clerk of the peace, and cannot 
be affigned after it hafh been ufed. 

If any man be killed by fuch ho ufe- breaker, &c. in 
the attempt to apprehend him, his executors or admi- 
niftrators fhall be entitled to fuch certificate. 

By the 3 and 4 of [o] W. and M. whoever fhall ap-' 
prehend and profecute to convidlion any robber on 
the highway, fhall receive of the (herifF4o/. within a 
month after the convi£lion for every offender j and 
in cafe of the death or removal of the (heriff, the money 
to be paid by the fucceeding (herifP within a month 
after the demand and certificate brought. The fherifF 
on default forfeits double the fum, to be recovered of 
him by the party, his executors, &c. 

And if the perfon be killed in this attempt by- any 
fuch robber, the executors of fuch perfon, &c. are en- 
titled to the reward, under the like penalty. 

Again, By the fame aft the horfe, furniture, arms, 
money, or other goods, takeft with fuch highwaymen, 
are given to the apprehender wha fhall profecute to 
conviction,- notwithftanding the right or title of'his 
majefty, any body politic or lord of franchife, or of 

[m^ Chap. si\u \n\ CKt^j, xxiil, foj Chap. wi» . 
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thofe who lent or let-the fame to hire to fuch robber, 
wi'th a faving only of the right of fuch perfons from 
whom fuch horfcs. Sec. were feloniously tak^n. 

By a ftatute of queen x^nne, the 46/. reward is ex- 
tended to burglary and houfebreaking. 

But though the law feems to have been fufficiently 
provident on this head ; there is ilill great difiicuhy hi 
carrying its purpofe into execution, ariflng fiotp. the 
following caufes: 

Fir/f, With regard to private perfons, there is no 
country, I believe, in the world, where that vulgar 
maxim fo generally prevails, that what is the bufinefs 
of every man is the bufinefs of no man ; and for this 
plain reafon, that there is no country in which leh 
honour is gained by ferving the public. He'there- 
fore who commits ho crime againll the public, is very- 
well Satisfied with, his own virtue ; far from thinking 
himfeif obliged to undergo a»y labour, expend any 
money, or encounter any danger, on fuch account. 
■ 2/ify, The people are not entirely without excufe 
from their ignorance of the law : for fo far is the power 
of apprehending felons, which I have above fet forth, 
from being uni^erfally known, that many of the 
peace officers themfelves do not know that they have 
any fuch power, and often, from ignorance, refufe to 
arreft a known felon 'till they are authorized by a war- 
rant from a juftice of peace. Much lefs then can the 
iompulfory part to the private perfons carry any ter- 
rdr of a penalty of which the generalty of mankind 
are totally ignorant ; and of inflifting which they' fee 
no example. 

Thirdly y So far are men from being animated with 
the hopes of public praife to apprehend a felon, that 
they are even difcouraged by the fear of fhame. The 
perfon of the informer is in fad more odious than 
that of the felon himfelf ; and the thief-catcher is in 
danger of worfe treatment from the populace than the 
thief. 

Laflly, As to the reward, I am afraid that the in- 
tention of the legiflature Is very little anfwered. For 
not to m.ention that the profecutor's title to it is too 
-often defeated by thefo;)lifii lenity of juries, who, by 

R 3 •a.^Q^YXXV^^ 



}66 CAUSES OF THR. 

acqaitting the prifoner of the burglary and i^XLiir^ 
kirn guilty of the fimple felony only, or by finding the 
goods to be lefs than the value of 5^. both often dr- | 
xt£ily contrary to evidence^ take the cafe entirely cot 
of the z6i of parliament; and fometimes e.venwbca 
the felon is properly convicted, I have been tdd, riiat 
the money does not come fo eaiily and fally to the 
pockets cf thofe who arc entitled to it a&it ought. 

With regard :o the firft and fourth of tbefe olj(ifU« 
onsy I chufe to be filcnt : to prefcrlbc any cure for the 
former^ I mufk enter into difqntfitions very foreign to 
my prefent purpofe ; and for the cure of the latter, 
when I confider in whofe power it is to remedy it, a 
bare hint will, I doubt not, fuffice. 

The fecond cbje6lion, namely, the excufe of igno* 
ranee, I have here endeavoured to remove^ by fetdng 
forth the law at large. . . - ' 

The third therefore only remains, aiid to that I 
fhall fpcak more fully, as the opinion on which it if 
founded is of the moft pemidons confequence .to. the 
ibciety ; for what avail the beft of laws^ if it be ^a 
natter of infamy to contribute towards tb^,exfin- 
tion ? The force of this ojnnion may be (een in! the 
following inftance: We have a law by which tVesy 
pcrfon who drives more than fix horfes in a wi^oa 
forfeits as many horfes as are found to excei^Tuiat 
number. This law is broken every day, and gene-i 
rally with impunity : for though many men ye^lv 
I'enture and lofe their lives by dealing hoHes, yet 
there are very few who dare feize a horiCji where tbe 
law allows and encourages it, when by fuch feizore 
he is to acquire the name of an informer : fb much 
worfe is this appellation in the opinion of the vulgar 
than that of thief; and fo much more prevalent is the 
fear of popular (hame than of death. 

This abfurd opinion feems to have firft arifep from 
the flatute of 18 [/] Eliz. entitled, Jm aS to rtdrtfi 
dtforders in common informers. By this flatute it ay- 
pears^ that very wicked ufes had been made of peoal 
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^^ttjrtes by thcfc ftiforin^i*s, whom my lord Goke cafl> 
[.^1' f'afi'i^um .homtnum genus ; and fays,. ' That they 
*; cf^Tj verted many penal laws, which were obfol^etc?, 
** anJ'in time giowR impomble or inconvenient to be' 
"• jj^irfofmed, into fiiarei to vex and intangle the fu|3- 

By the flatute itfelf it appears, that it was ufual at 
that time among ihefe perfons to extort money of. ig- 
norant and fearful people by the terror of fomc penal 
liw ; for the breach of which the iijformer either in- 
ilituted a procefs, or pretended to inflitute a procefs, 
and then brought the timorous party to a compoil* 
tion. 

This ofTencc therefore was by this adl made a higli 
mildcmcanQr, and puniflicd with the pillory. 
'- Now who that knows any thing of the nature or 
biftory of mankind^ doth not cafrTy perceive here a 
Aifficient foundation for that odium to all informers 
which hath iincc become fo general : for what is more 
comijion than from the abofc of any thing to argue 
againll the ufe of it, or ta extend obloquy from psir- 
ticolars to univerfals ? 

For this the common aptitude of men to fcnndal 
will fttfficiently account ; but there is ilill another and 
flrotiger motive ii> this cafe, aad that is the intereft of 
all thofe who have broken or' who intend to break the 
laws. Thus, the J^eneral cry being oiiceraifed again It 
profecQtorson penal laws, the thieves themfelves have' ' 
had the art and impudence to join it, and have put 
their profecutors on the footing of all others : nay, I 
much quefHon whether, in the acceptation of the vu}. 
gar, a thief-catcher be not a more odious and con- 
temptible name than even that of informer. 
" >fothing, I am fenftble, is more vain than to en- 
counter popular opinion with rcafon ; nor more liable 
to ridicule than to oppofe |[eneral contempt; and yet 
Iwill venture to fay, that if to do good to fodety be 
J:rudab!e, fo is the office of a thtef-catdier ; and if to do 
this good at the extreme hazard of your life be honouf- 
ahle, then is this office hououtable. 'Xxx^ftiVxmv^^i!^' 

[q\ 1 Inft. c.VsxxV\\% ^ , ^ 

B.4 w^ 
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faid : but he doth this with a view to a reward. . And 
do:h not the fuldicr and the fai lor venture his life \ 
with the fame view ? for, who, as ^ great man lately 
faid, fcrvcs the public for nothing? 

J know wliat is to be my fate in this place« or wkat < 
would happen to one who (hould endeavour to prove 
that the hangman was a great and an honourable em- 
ployment. And yet I have read in Tournefort, of 
an illand in the Archipelago, where the hangman is 
the full and higheH oiHcer in the Hate. Nay, in this 
kingdom, the fheriff himfelf (who was one of the moft 
coniiderablc perfons in his county) is in law the hang- 
man, and Mr. Ketch is only his deputy. 

If to bring thieves to juftice be a fcanJalous office, 
what becomes of all thofe'who are concerned in this 
bufinefs, fome of whom are rightly thought to be 
among the moll honourable officers in government i 
if on :hc contrary this be, as it furely rs, very truly 
honourable, why (hould the poft of danger in this 
warfare alone be excluded from all (hare of honour? 

To conclude a matter, in which, though ferious, I 
will not be too tedious : what was the great Pompey 
in the piratic war [r] ? w"hat were Hercules, Thefeua, 
and other the heroes of old, Deovum in templa recepti-' 
Were they not the moil eminent of thief-catchers? 

SECT. VIL 

0/ the difficulties iJohich attend profccutions^ 

I NOW come to a fourth encouragement which 
greatly holds up the fpirits of robbers, and wluch 
they often find to afford no deceitful confolation ; and 
this is drawn from the remiffnefs of profecutors, who 
aic often, 

1 . f'earful, and to be intimidated by the threats of 
the gang; or, 

2. Delicate, and cannot appear in a public court; 
or, 

■ TA Cicero in his OtAt^on j roLqr«MamVx« «\\^vVv.,\^\x«s«^- 
bar nghtly, EcUu.n Ta.i>«S bu. W-^-^-^ ^^---^^^^ 
mothers as of the grcat^ft of aV\Vu«^W ^ ^^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^^ 
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3. Indolent, and will not give themfelvcs the trod- . 
ble of a profecution ; or, 

4. Avaricious, and will not undergo the expence or 
it ; nay, perhaps find their account in compounding 
the matter J or, 

5. Tender-hearted, and cannot take away the life^ 
of a man ; or, 

Laftly, neccflitdas, and cannot really afford the 
coft, however fmall, together with the lofs of time 
which attends it. 

The firft and fecond of thefe are too abfurd, and 
the third and fourth too infamous to be reafoned with^ 
But the two laft deferve more particular notice, as the 
fifth is an error fpringing originally out of a good prin- 
ciple in the mind,, and the fixth is a fault in the con«» 
ftitution very ealily to be remedied. 

With regard to the former of thefe, it is^ certain^ 
that a tender-hearted and compaffionate difpofltion^ 
which inclines men to pity and feel the misfortunes of" 
others, and which is, even for its own fake,, incapa- 
ble of involving any man in ruin and mifery, is of all 
tempers of mind the moft amiable ; and though it fel- 
dom receives much honour,^ is worthy of the higheft. 
The natural energies of this temper are indeed the 
vei^^ virtues, principally inculcated in our excellent re- 
ligion ; and tliofe, who, becaufe they are natural, have 
denied them the name of virtues, feem not, I thinks 
to be aware of a dodlrine that denies all merit to a. 
mind which h naturally, I may fay nece/Tarily, good.. 

Indeed the paflion of love, or benevolence,, wlu^uca 
this admirable difpofition arifes, fcems to he the oni/ 
human paffion that is in itfelf fimply and abfoluteli 
good ; and in Plato's commonwealth or (which ly 
more) in a fociety afting up to the rules of Chrijll', 
tfjiity, no danger could arife from thehigheft tKCch of 
this virtue ; nay, the more liberally it was indulged*, 
and the more extenfively it was expanded, the more 
would it contribute to the honour of the individual,, 
and to the happinefs of the whole. 

But as it hath pleafed God to permit human fo*- 
eieties to bo conftitutcd ia a ^\fet«.wv ^:a.T^:tsxx ,» -v^^ 
knaves to form a part (a v^tv cw&At.x'ax^a QfiNSLv^-a-^. 
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afraid) of every coDunu^ityj who are ever lyir^ in 
wait to deftroy and eftfAare the hfOneil part of naB- 
kiod^ and to betray them by mc^ns of their own good- 
pefa, it becomes the good-natured and tender-hearted 
man to be watchful over his own temper; to reftrnn 
the impecuofity of his benevolence, carefuUy to {tkSi 
the obje^ks of this pafiion, and not by. too- unbooHded 
and indifcriminate an indntoence to give the xeins to 
acourfer, which will in ^llibly carry hint inito the am* 
bnfcade of the enemy. 

Our Saviour him 4lf inculcates this prsdenceramong 
his difciples, telling thcfli« that he J^ thtmforih 
like Jbtep awwng ^ufoh^i : hi yt thtrtfir^^ faya he, 'mijt 
oMjirpentSf hut mmfcemt as dcves, 
* Poc waat o£ this wifdom, a benevolf nt aad tender- 
hearted temper very often betrays men* into errors not 
onty hurtful to themfelves, buc highly prejndiclil to 
the fociety. Hence men of invincible courage, and 
incorruptible integrity, have fometimes faMfied their 
traft; and thofe» whom no other temptation covld 
fway, have paid too little regard to the fanjftion of an 
oath, from this inducement alone. Hence Itkcwife 
the mifchief which I here- endeavour to obviate harb 
often arifen ; and notorious robbers hove lived \o per- 
petrate future a6ts of violence, through the iU-jodgiag 
tendernefs and companion of thofe who could avd 
. onght to have profecuted them. 
- To fttch a perfon I would fuggeft thefe cooiidera- 
tions : 

Firfi, As he is a good man, he ^uld confider, 
that the principal duty which evety man owts^ is te 
his country, for the fafety and good of which all laws 
are eilablilhed ; and therefore his country requires of 
him to contribute all that in him kes tothe due execu- 
tion of thofe laws. Robbery is aa offence not only 
agftinft the party robbed, but againft the poblie, who 
are therefore entitled to profecutioni and he who pre- 
rents or ftifles fuch the profecotion, is no longer aa 
innocent man, but ^uiky of a high oSoneer ^aiaft 
the public good. 

Secondly , AaVie\aa «Qo^-i^^\^x^^i?A^vVit^>«t- 
hold aU iBJarit. do« V>7 o« i=.«v x^ «^^^- 
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digTintion. What Cicero fays of a pirate^ ii VA tfue 
of a robber^ that Kt is hoflh hnmani gi^itris ; and if To, 
I am fare every good-natared man muft be a^ enemy 
to him. To deSre to fave tbefe wolves in focietjf^^ 
may arife from bonevolence ; but it mnft be the b>en«. 
'volenceof a child or a fool, who» fFom want of Aiffi« 
■ cicnt realbn, miftakes the true obje^ of his paffion, • 
as a child doth when a bugbcaf appears to him to be 
the obje^ of fear. Svdi tender-heartednefe it indeed 
barbaritVy and refembles the meek fpirit of him who 
x^akl not affift in blowift^ up his neighbonr's koufe, 
to fave a whole city from the Barnes. < It is true^' 
faid a late learned chief juftice [/], in a trial for 
tre.ifon, * here is the life of a aaan in the cafe, bat 
■* then you ((peaking to the jury) maft confiderlike* 
^ \('iie the mifery and defolation, the blood and con- 
' tunon, that muilhave happeaedr had this taken ef- 
*^t'ed; and put one again ft the other, I believe that • 
'confideration which is on behalf of the king, will be 
* much the thxinger/ Here likewife is the life of a 
man concerned ; but of what man ? why» Of one who 
being too lazy to get his bread by labour, ^r too vo- 
luptuous to content himfelf with the^ produce of that 
labour, declares war againi^ the properties, and often 
againft the perfons, of his fellow fubjeifls ; who deprives 
his countrymen of the pleafareof travelling with fafe- 
ty, and of the liberty of carrying their money or their 
ordinary coiiventettces with them ; by whom the in- 
nocent are put in terror, affronted and alarmed with - 
threats and execraticms, endangered with loaded pif- 
tois, beat with bludgeons, and hacked with cntlamss, 
of which the lofs of health, of limbs^and often ofiife> 
is the confequence $ and aM this without any refpe^to 
age, or dignity, or fex.* Let the good-natured man, 
who hath any underftanding, place this pidture befbre 
his e}'es, and then (ee what figure in it will be the ' 
' objedV of hi s compafflon . 

I come now to the laft difficulty which obdrut^s the 
proTccution of ofiendcrs ; namely, the esrtreme poverty 
of the profecutor. This I have knowa to b* C<s aii- 

. rO UiAcUef jxiL!dct\ft«!u ' 

B.6 ^^^^ 
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folutely the cafc^ that the poor wretch who hath been 
bound to profccute, was ur.aer moie concern than the 
pritoner hiini'clf. It is true, that the neceflary cofton 
theie occaiiciis is extremely fmall ; two fiuHings» 
which are appointed by a<5l of parliiiment for drawing 
the indi^inent, being, 1 think, the whole which th^ 
law 'equirt's; but when the expence of attepdancei. 
generally wuh feveral witneiTes, fometimes during fe- 
veral days together, • and often at a great diftaEce 
from the proftfcu tor's home; I fay, when thefe arti- 
cle.> are fummed up, and the lofs of time added to the 
account, the whole amounts to an expence which a 
•very poor peirfun, already plundered by the thief, muft 
look on with fuch horror (if he ihould not be abfolutely 
incapable of the expence) that he muft be a miracle 
of public fpirit, if he doth not rather choofe to con- 
ceal ihc felony, and fit down fatisfied with his prefent 
lofs ; but what (hall we fay, when (as is very common 
in I his town) he may not only receive his own again, 
hut be farther rewarded, if he will agree to com* 
pound it? 

Now how very inconfidcrable would be the whole 
coft of this fuit either to the country or the nation; if 
the public, to whom the ju dice of peace gives his 
whole labour on this head gratis, was 'to defray the 
coft of fuch trials, by a kind i^^ forma pauperis admif- 
fion. The fum would be fo trivial, that nothing would 
be felt but the good confequences arifing from fuch a 
regulation. 

1 fhall conclude this head with the words of my 
lord Hale : * It is,' faid he, • a great defcd in the 

• law, to give courts of juftice no power to allow 

• witnelFes againft criminals their charges; whereby,* 
fays he, * many poor perfons grow weary of their at- 
' tendance, or bear their own charges therein, U> 

• their great hindrance and lofs J 



^^. ^"^ 
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SECT. IX- 
0/ /he Tkykl afui CoKViCTiON of Feloks. 

BUT if, notwithflanding all the rubs which we 
iiave lecn to lie. in liie way, the indidment ia 
found, and the thief brought to his trials flill he hathi 
fuiilcicnt hopes of <:. ''.ping, t'thjr fjom the caution 
of ihe {^{pfecutor's evidence, or from the hardinefs of 
his owA^,^^^ : li- . 

In ftrc^i^ygf^oeries, the difficulty orconvifilng a cri- 
minal is eiarcnjeU grcdL. The method of difcovering 
thefe is generally by means of one of the gang, who, 
being taken up, periiaps for fome other offence, and 
thinking himfeU in danger of punifhment, choofes to 
make his pc;ace at the expence of his companions. 

But when, .by means of his information, you arc^ 
made acquainted with the whole gang, and have, witb 
great trouble, and often with great danger, appre- 
hended them, how are you to bring them to jufticcE. 
for though the evidence of the accomplice be ever fa 
pofitive and explicit, nay, ever fo connected and prq. 
bable, ilill, unlefs it be corroborated by fome other 
evidence, it is not fuificient. 

Now how is this corroborating evidence to be oh* 
tained in this cafe ? Street robberies are generally com- 
mitted in the dark, the perfons on whom they .asc 
committed are often in chairs and coaches, and if oh 

. foot, the attack is ufually begun by knocking the 
party down, and for the .time depriving him of hi* 
fenfes. But if the thief fhould be lefs barbarous, he is 

.feldom fo incautious as to omit taking every method to 
prevent his being ki^own, by flap^iing the party's hat 
over his face, and by every other method which he 
can invent to avoid difcovery. 

But indeed any'fuch methods are hardly ncceflary : 
for when we confider the circumUance of darknefs, 
mentioned before, the extreme huiry of the adion, 
and the terror and conllernaticnin which m oft perfons 

are In at fuch a time, how {\[va\\ \Ve \w\?.^Tcv^\\^^'^i^^^^ 

thiic they Zhou Id afterwardj& b^ 'a!b\ii, >n*vC^ •5i»>i ^^^ 
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\s!tL\\) degree of certainty, to fwcar to the identity of 
the thief, whofe countenance 19^ pe^h&ps, not a little * 
altered by his fnbfequenc Rtaation, and who takes 
care, a^ much as poiSAAc' he eatf, by every altchttioD' 
of drefs, and otherwife, to dirg,uire hiibreif f , 

And if the evidence of the accomplice be fo unlikdy 
to be confirined by the oath of 'the proTecutor, whit 
other means of coniirniation can be found ? feris to 
his chara^^er, if he himfelf doth' not cstit witneii^s to 
fupporc it (which in this inftance h norirrcambent on 
him to do), you are not at liberty to iippeacfa it; the 
grcated and moil known villain m Etk^Hi^t ftanding 
at the bar equally remits in curia^^Ynih the man of the 
highell edimation, if they fhould be^ both accufed of 
the fame crime. 

Unlefs therefore the robbers flionld ht fo onfbrtil- 
nate as to be apprehended in the faA (a circnmlbmce 
which their numbers, arms, l^c. renders ordinarily 
xmpoflible) no fuch corroboration can poiKblv be had; . 
but the evidence of the accomplice flantKng a^one and 
unfupported, the villain, contrary to the- opinion and 
almoft direfl Icuow ledge of all prefent, is triumphantTy 
acquitted, laughs at the court, fcorns the law, vovifs 
revenge agsinft his profecutors, and returns to his 
trade with a great increafe of confidence, and com- 
monly of cruelty. 

In a matter therefore of fo much concern to the pub- 
lic, I ihall be forgiven, if I venture to ofier my fen- 
timents. 

The words of my ford Hale are thefe : • Though a 

• particeps criminis be admifHblc as a witnefs in law, 
"yet the credibility of his teftimony is to be left to the 
' jury; and truly it would be hard to^take away the 

• life of any perfon upon fuch a witnefs that fwear^ 

• to fave his own, and yet confe^eth himfelf gtrihjr of 
' fo great a crime, unlefs there be alfb very confide- 

• rablc circumftances, which may give the greater crc- 

• dit to what he fwears [/]/ 

Here I muft obferve, that this great man fecms ra- 
ther to complain of t\ve \«kt^^\^ <i»^ <ci^\^w A^ ^aSiS»\ 
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away the Vih of sk criminal on the tcAimony of an ac- 
CQinplice^ tka^ ta deny that the law was fo. T.his*. 
indeed he couKl not wtU do- ; for not only the cafe of. 
an approver, at he himfelf feems to acknowledge, bttt 
many later refolutions,. would have contradi£lod that. 
epinion. 

Z4/fy, He allowft that the credibility of his tsftimony^/ 
is to be left to the jnry :. and §0 is the credibility of all 
other tefti0>onie5» "Hiey are ab(b)ate judges of the 
lad f and God forbid that they (honld in all eaies 
be tied dowii by po6tive evidence again ft a primer, „ 
though icwas not delivered by an accomplice. 

But fuFety, if the evidence of an accomplice be not 
fu&ient to pat the prifoner on hit defence, bnt the ^ 
jury are dire^ed to acquit him, though he can pro- 
duce no evidence on his behalf, either to prove an^. 
aii^y or to his charader, the credibility of fuch te^- 
mcmy cannot well be faid to be left to a jirnr. This is 
vireuaKy to reje^l the competency of the witnefs : for 
to iay the law allows hka to be fvwm, and yet gtret 
no weiffht to bis^ evidence is, I apprehend, a mere play - 
of words, and. conveys no idea.. 

In the third place, this great man averts the handw . 
£bi-p of fuch conviAioB — Now if the evidence of a ■• 
fuppoied accomplice ihouid convid a ntan of fau and 
honeft character : it would, I confef», . be hard ; and . 
it is a hardship of which, 1 believe, no experience caa 
produce any Inftanee. But if, on the osber hamd, the 
teftimony of an accomplice with every circnmilmice of 
probability attending it againfta vagahondof the vileft 
character, and who can produce no fingle perA>Q to • 
his reputa^on, is to be abfolutely receded, becauie 
there is no pofxtive proof to fupport it j this, 1 thanhr,. 
is in the higheil degree hard (J tkiDk 1 have; proved, 
how hard) to the fociety. 

I iball no« enter here into a difqwfition conotniffr 
the nature of evidence in general ; . this betw mncft 
too large a lleld;. nor fhali I. examine the utility of 
.thoi4» rolet whic^.oor law pefcribes on thio head. 
Some of thpfp rules noighit pcrha.^ be ct^«M4%\aKi&!e. 
ivjJer d!ian they are, without e\x&«T ttCYtoaaX tsi vcw-wsti.- 
ven/eace; and I am Uit bol4«K "m ^t ^SfeVL^> ^V 
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know a very learned judge who concurs with this opi< 

nion. There is no branch of the Jaw more balky, 

more full of confuiion and con trad i£lion, I had almoft | 

faid of abf^rdity, than the law of evidence as it now I 

Hands. 

One rule of this law i^, that no man interefted (hall 
be fvvorn a^ ? witnefs. By this is meant pecuniary in- 
tereil ; \Sut a^-e mankind governed by no other paflioa 
thun a\aric('? in not revenge the fweeteil morfel, as a 
divine calL '^r, which the devil ever dropped into the 
mouth of -i finnf: ? are not pride^ hatred, and the 
ether ^aflioiis, a^ powerful tvrants in the mind of 
mim ; .:nd is not the interefl wnich thefe paflions pro- 
poie to theiiii ives by the enjoyment of their objed, 
rf , !-viiieni i motive tc evil as ihe hope of any pecu- 
niary interci^ whatever ? 

Bi:'. to keep more clofely to the point — ^Why (hall 
hot any credit be given to the evidence of an accom- 
plice? — My lord Hale tells us, that he hath beea 
guilty of a great crime : and yet, if he had been con- 
vidcd and burnt in the hand, all the authorities tell 
us, that his credit had been reflored ; a more mira* 
culous power of fire than any which the royal/odetj 
can produce. The fame happens^ if he be pardoned. 

Again, fays lord Hale, he fwears to fave his owa 
life. Thib is not altogether fo : for when once a feloa 
hath inpeached his companions, and is admitted an 
evidence againft them, whatever be the fate of his evi- 
dence, the impeacher always goes free. To this, it is 
true, he hath no pofitive title ; no more hath he, if a 
iingle felon be convi^led on his oath. But the praftice 
is as I mention, and I do not remember any inflance 
to the contrary, 

Bui wnat inducement hath the accomplice to perjure 
himfelf, or what reafon can be affignfd why he (hould 
be fufpecled of it ? that he himfelf was one of the rob- 
bers, appears to a demonflration ; that he had accom- 
plices in the robbery, is as certain. Why then fhould 
he be induced to impeach A and B, who are innocent, 
and not C and D , \v\\o axt ^>i?^\v^ I mMCb he not think 
that he hath a bcuei cWtvce ci^ cqwnSSCvcw'^ 'Cicvt h^^^ 
th-^n the innocent > V:> \x^ iiQV\\aXi\&/^^«^ ^xlt^^-^^ 
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2 li formation, to be dfeteded in it? one of his compa- 
nions may be difcovercJ and give a true informaiion, 
u hiit will then become of him and his evidence ? and 
why fliould he do this ? from a motive of friendlhip ? 
do the worit of men carry this paflion fo much 
higher than is common with the beft ? but he mull 
iiot only run the rifque of his life but of his foul too. 
The \try mention of this latter rifque may appear ridi- 
culous, when it is confidered of what fort of perfonsi 
am talking. But even thefe perfons can fcarcc be 
thought fo very void of underllanding as to lofe their 
fouls for nothing, and to commit the horrid fins of 
perjury and murder without any temptation, or pro- 
fpect of intercrt, nay, even againll their interell. Such 
charatters are not to be found in hiftory, nor do they 
exill any where but in dillempered brains, and are al- 
ways rcjeded a^ monrtcrs, when they are produced in 
works of fidlion : for furely we fpoil the vcrfc rather 
than the fcnfe by faying, nemo gxvsXxi fuit turpijjimm. 
Under'fuch circumftances, and under the caution of a 
good judge, and the tenderncfs of an Englilh jury, it 
will be the higheft improbability that any nian Ihould 
be wrongfully convi£led ; and utterly impoffible to 
convift an honcft man : for I intend no more than that 
fuch evidence fliall put the prifoner on his defence, 
and oblige him either to controvert the fa6l by proving 
an (ilihi^ or by fome other circumftance ; or to pro- 
duce fome reputable pcrfon to his charadler. And 
this brings me to confider the fecond fortrefs of the 
criminal in the hardinefs of his own evidence. 

The ufual defence of a thief, efpecially at the Old 
Baily, is ^nalihi [//] : to prove this by perjury, is a 
common a(i\ of Nevvgate fi iendfhip ; and there fel Jp^in 
is any difficulty in procuring fuch witnefTes. I remem- 
ber a felon within this twelvemonth to have been 
proved to be in Ireland at the time when the robbery 
was fworn to have been done in London, and acquit- 
ted; but he was fcarce gone from the bar, when the 
witnefs was himfelf arrefled for a robbery committed 
in London at that very time wKeti Vit C^Mcyt^Vi^'OsLVftk 

["] i. e. Tkat be w«i nt aaorber ^laceat ibeumi. 
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and his friend were in.Dubiin « for whick rbbb^jy, I 
ihiok, he was tiled and executed. ' Thiar kind of (k- 
i'eiKc was in a great meauire dei'eated b^ the late baron 
Thvmpfon, when he was recorder of London, whof<c 
ni6inoiy defei ves great honour for the fervice^ he did 
the p-ublic in that poll. Thefe witneHbs fhonld ak 
ways be examined with the utaioft care and ilriOoefs, 
by which means the truth (efpecially if there- be mere 
witnefTes than one to the pretended fa^) will gene- 
rally be fuand out. And as to chara6ler^ though I 
«llow it to have great weight, if oppofed to the fingle 
evidence of an accomplice, it fhould farely have bat 
little where there is good and flrong proof of thefaft; 
;ind none at all» unlefs it comes from the mouths of 
perfons, who have themfelves {ome reputation and 
credit. 

SECT. X. 

Of the ett€ourag€mentgti;en to roiiers hyfr4^ut,nt parianit 

IC OME now to the fixth encouragement to fe- 
lons^ from the hopes of a pardon j at leaft with the 
condition of tranfportation. 

This I am aware^ is too tender a fubjefl to fpeak to. 
To pardon all crimes where theprofecution is in his 
name^ is an undoubted prerogative of the king. I 
ir.^ty add, Jt is his roof{ amiable prerogative;, and that 
which, as Livy obferves [*m;], renders kingly govern- 
ment mod dear to the people^ for in a republic Ukk 
is no fuch power. I may add farther, that it feenu to 
our excellent fovereign to be the mod favourite part of 
his prerogative, as it is the only one which hath been 
carried to its utmod extent in the prefent reign. 

Here, therefore, I beg to diredl myfelf only to thofe 
perfons who are within the reach of his majefly's facred 
ear. Such pcrfpns will, I hope, weigh well what I 
liave faid already on the fubje£l of falfe compaffion, all 
which is applicable on the prefent occaiion : and fince 

\iv\ Dec. r. 1. \u cap. 3. EfTe Gratis locum e{7b Btaeficii: et 
irafti et ignofctrc poiCc (I^cjeiw /cu«c«j inter amictim.atquc inimi- 
cam Difcf^mcn noHe,V.^tni ittR Wt^t£vVnK«f«^a\fct8L^St.^ ^'c. 
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our king (as was iwith lefA truth faid of another [x}) it 
e/\ ail men the ttueft imag: Mfbis Mmker in mercy ^ 1 hope 
too much good- nature wIjI tranfport no nobleman fo 
far as it onte did a clergyman in Scotland, who, in the 
fervour of his benevolence, prayed to God that he would 
gracioufly be pleafed to pardon the poor devil. 

To ipeak out fairly and honeflly [j>], thongh merc^ 
may appear more amiable in a magilhate, feverity u 
a more \^iiolcrume virtue ; nay, feverity to an indivi- 
daal may, perhaps, be in the end the grcateft mercy* 
not only to the public in general, for the reafon givea 
above, but to many individuals, for the reafons to bo 
prefently afligned. 

To confider a human being in the dread of a fudden 
and violent death ; to confider that his life or death 
depend on your will ; to reje£l the arguments which 
a good mind will oiHcioufly advance to itfelf; that 
violent temptations, neceffity, youth, inadvertency^ 
have hurried him to the comndffion of a crime which 
hath been attended with no inhumanity ; to refill tha 
importunities, cries, and tears of a tender wife, and 
afi^'e^onate children, who, though innocent, are to 
be reduced to mifery and ruin by a ftrid adherence to 
juflice. Thefe all together forna an objed which, who- 
ever can look upon without emotion, muil have ^ 
very bad mind ; und whoever by the force of reafoa 
can conquer that emotion, muft have a very ftrongone* 
And what can reafon fugged on this occafion \ firft* 
that by faving this individual I ihall bring many 
others into the fame dreadful fit nation. That the 
pa£ions of the man are to give way to the principles of 
the magiilrate. Thofe may lament the criminal, but 
thefe mufl condemn him. It was nobly faid by Bias to. 
one who admired at his fhedding tears whilft he paft 
fcntence of death, ^ Nature exads my tendernefs, out 
* the law my rigour.' The elder Brutus [«] is 4 
worthy pattern of this maxim ; an example, fays Ma- 
chiavel, moft worthy of being tranfmitted to pofterity, 

Fx] By D»ydcn of Charles II. [yj Difc 1. iii. c. iij. 

x\ He put his two Tons to death.for con/piuag with TarqMio* 
Neither Ltvy nor Dionyfivs gife an^ character of crue}tyc{oj9fu- 
tu8 3 incieed the latter tells us, that U' w*' fafierUr to all ti^^!jkfi^' 
cw wA; b Jifltt ^ human i <ff/oB , T ^i iir ii<iftA*{\V|^ wi '%^V vs.V»v.^ \ 
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'And Dionrfias H.ilicarnaffuj [a"] calls \t x grial ani 
hwftiHerful a^hn^ cf yohich .the KoinsLiii nvcre proud in 
the mofi extraordinary degree. Whoever derives it there- 
fore from the want oi humane and paternal affeftions 
is onjuft ; no inftanccs of his inhumanity are recorded. 
' But the feverity,' fays NTachiavel, ' was not only pro- 
firablc butneceffary ;' and why ? becaufe a fingle par- 
don granted ex mera gratia l^ fa'vore, is a link brokea 
in the chain of juilice, and takes ^way the concatena- 
tion and ftrength of the whole. The danger and cer- 
tainty of deftruftion are very different objeds, and 
ftrikc the mind with different degrees of force. It is 
of the very nature of hope to be fanguine ; and it will 
derive more encouragement from one pardon, than 
diffidence from twenty executions. 

It is finely obferved by Thucydides [h], ' That 
' though civil focieties have allotted the puniftiment 

* of death to many crimes, and to fome of the inferior 

* fort, yet hope infpires men to face the danger; and 
' no man ever came to a dreadful end, who had not 

* a lively expectation of furviving his wicked machi- 

* nations.' — Nothing certainly can more contribute to 
the raifmg this hope than repeiated examples of ill- 
grounded clemency ; for, as Seneca fays, ex dementia 
omnes idem fper ant [r]. 

Now what is the principal end of all puniftiment? 
is it not, as lord \d'\ Hale expreffes it, * To deter men 

* from the breach of laws, fo 'that they may nor rf- 

* fend, and fo not fuffer at all ? and is not the inflid- 

* ing of puniftiment more for example, and to prc- 
' vent evil, than to punifli ?' and therefore, fays he, 
prefently afterwards, * Death itfelf is neceflary to be 

* annexed to laws in many cafes by the prudence of 

* law- givers, though ppffibly beyond the iingle merit 

* of the offence iimply confidered.' No man indeed 
of common humanity or common fenfe can think the 
life of a man and a few ftiillings to be of ah equal con- 
iideration, or that the law in punifliing theft with 

M'Pagc a72» "Edit. HmMotv. 

m P. 174. EdW.HuAfon." \^c-\\i^C\^tc.^^<M.,\^.VCv. 

fifj ?f alc^s hift, vo\« 1. v ^V ^^, 
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death proceeds (as perhaps a private perfon fometin^es 
may) with any view to vengeance. The.terrof of the 
example is the only thing propofed, and one inan.i« 
iacriliced to the prefervation of ♦houfands. ' 

If therefore the terror of this. example is remove4 
(as it certainly is by frequent pardons) the defign or 
the law is rendered totally ineffeclual ; the lives of th^ 
perfons executed are thrown away, and facrificed ra* 
ther to the vengeance than to the good of the public, 
who receives no other advantage than by getting ri^ 
of a thief, whofe place will immediately be fuppUed 
by another. Here then we may cry out with the 
poet [e]: . . ' 

— — — S^evior En/e 
Parcendi Rabies — — — — 

This, I am confident, may be aflertcdv that pardons 
have brought many more men to the gallows than 
they have faved from it. So true is that fentiment of 
Machlavel, that examples of jufticie are more mercififl 
than the unbounded exercife of pity [yj. 

SECT. XI. 
Of the mant^r of execution, 

BU T if every hope which I have mentioned fails 
the thief: if he fhould be difcovered, appre- 
hended, profecuted, convicted, and refufed a" pardon^ 
what is his fituation then ? furely molt gloomy and 
dreadful, without any hope, and without any com- 
fort. This is, perhaps, the cafe with the lefs prac- 
tifed, lefs fpirited, and lefs dangerous rogues; but 
with thofe of a different conftitution it is far other- 
wife. No hero fees death as the alternative which may 
attend his undertaking with lefs terror, nor meets it in 
the field with more imaginary glorv. Pride, which is 
commonly the uppermoft paifion in both, is in both 
eateJ with equal fatisfa^tion, TK^ d-a.^ ^.^^^v^xsA. 

lei Ciaudian. \l\ \ii.Yi\^1?i\^«» 
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bv the law for the thief '« ihame is tlx day ofglorvm 
his own opinion. His proceflion to Tybufri> and liis 
Uil moments there* are all triomphant ; attefided with 
the icompaffion of the meek and tender-hearted, and 
with the applaufe, admiration, and envy of all the 
bold and hardened. His behaviour in his prefeat 
condition, not the crimes, how atrocious fomr* 
which brought him to it, are the fobjedl of cOntem* 
plation. And if he hath fenfe enough to temper his 
boldnefs with any degree of decency^ his death h 
fpoke of by many with honoQr, by mou with pity, add 
by all with approbation. 

How far Aich an example is from being an objeAdf 
terror, efpccially to thofo for whofe ufe it is princi' 
pally intended, I leave to the- confideraiion of every 
rational man ; whether fuch examples as I have dc- 
fcribed are proper to be exhibited, muil be fubmitted 
to our fupenors. 

The great caufe of this evil is the frequency of ex- 
ecutions : the knowledge of human nature will provfc 
this from reafon ; and the different effects which exe* 
cutions produce in the minds of the fpcdlators in the 
country where they are rare, and in London where 
they arc common, will convince us by experience. 
The thief who is hanged to-day hath learnt his intre*> 
pidity from the example of his hanged predecelTors, 
as others are now taught to defpife death, and to bear 
it hereafter witli boldnefs from what tJiey fee to-day. 

One way of preventing the frequency of executioni 
is by removing the evil I am complaining of: for this 
ciFed in time becomes a caufe ; and greatly eacreafcs 
that very evil from which it firft arofc. The defign 
of thofe who £rft appointed executions to be pubiici 
was to add the punifhment of Hiame to that of death ; 
in order to make the example an obje^ of greater 
terror. But experience hath (hewn us that the eyeat 
is diredly contrary to this intention. Indeed, a Com- 
petent knowledge of human nature might have" fore- 
feen the confcqaei^ce. To\«i\xt \!we '\4««yi of deadi 
and fliamc is not Co e?.^^ ^% iavj \m^ vcsiM^Tft^^ «^ 
ideas of the Uuer beifi?, aJb^^^^^^ ^"^v^tS^L^" 
prove this, 1 will a^^^^ xo ^..>f m.^^V^ W V^^ 
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execution, or a proceffion to an execution ; let hiiff ■ 
:eU rae when he hath beheld a poor wretch, boond in 
I cart, jufton the verge of eternity, all pale and tnem*^ 
;>ling with his approaching fate, whether the idea of 
[hame hath ever intruded on his mind i muck lefs will- 
the bold daring rogue, who glories in his prefent con- 
dition, infpire the beholder with any fuch fenfation. ■ ^ 
The difficulty here will be eafily explained, if we 
have recourfe to the poets (for the good poet and the 
good, politician do not difi^f Co much as fome who 
know nothing of either art affirm ; nor would Hom^r 
or Milton have made the worft legiflators of theiif 
times) : the great bufmefs rs to raife terror, and the 
poet will tell you, that admiration or pity, or both, 
arc very apt to attend whatever is the objedl of terror 
in the human mind. This is very ufeful to the poet, 
but very hurtful on the prefcnt occafion to the politi- 
ciai:, whofe art is to be here employed to raife an ob- 
jedof terror, and, at the fame time, as much as pof- 
iible, to llrip it of all pity and all admiratioii. 

To eflcd this, it feems that the execution fliould 
be as foon as poffible after the commiffion and con« 
vidion of the ciime; for if this be of an atrocious 
kind, the refentment of mankind being warm, would 
purfue the criminal to his laftend, and all pity for the 
offender would be loft in deteftation of the offence. 
Whereas, when executions are delayed fo long as they 
fometimes are, the punilhment and not the crime is 
confidered ; and no good mind can avoid compaf* 
fionating a fet of wretches, who arc put to death we 
know not why, unlefs, as it almofi appears^ to make 
a holiday for, and to entertain, the mob. 

SeccK^/iy, It fliould be in fome degree private. And 
here the poets will again aflift us; Foreigners have 
found fault with the cruelty of the Englifli drama, in 
reprefenting frequent murders upon the ftage. In fad, 
this is not only cruel, but highly injudicious : a mur- 
der behind the /cenes, if the poet knows how to ma- 
nage it, will aied the audience with greater terrof* 
than if'u wa5 aded before t\ic\t c^e»« O^^ww^Vwfe 
an inHance in the murder of xYic Vail^ \a'^>J^cj«^«» ^x 
vMch, when Garrick a&a At ^wx» Vt. V% ^**^*^^, 
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J^ypcrbclc to fay, I have leeo the hair of the audi 
iianU ou end. Terror hath^ 1 belie ve, been cai 
higher by thi& fingle inUauce, than by all the fa 
whjch hath been fpilt on the flage. — To the pa 
01 ay add ciie prie&s^ whofe politics have never ' 
doubted, Thofe of. Egypt in particular^ where 
facred ciylleiics were firll devifed, well knew the 
of hiding from the eyes of the vulgar what thc] 
tended 11 10 u Id infpire them with the greatell awe 
dread. The mind of man is fo much more caj: 
of magnifying than his eye, that I quelHon whc 
every objcd i;» not lefTened by being looked upon ; 
tliib more cfpecially when the palTions arc concert 
for thcfe are ever apt to fancy much more fatisfa^ 
in thofe obje^s which they aifcfl, and much mo: 
mifchicf in thofe which they abhor, than arc real! 
be found in either. 

If executions therefore were fo contrived, that 
could be p:c(cut at them, they would be much i 
ihocking and terrible to the croud without doors ; 
at prefent, as well as much more dreadful to the 
minals thcinlelvet, ^^ho would thus die in thc 
fence only of their enemies ; ^nd wheie the bolde 
them would find no cordial to keep up his fpirits, 
any breath to ii:»tier hi? ambiiion. 

3</7>-, The execution Ihoukl be in the highe ft dc: 
folcmn. It is not the eircncc cf the thing itfelf, 
the drefs and apparatus of it, v»hich make an imp 
iion on thc minJ, cfpecially en thc minds of the r 
titudc, to whom beauty in vv.£-^ is never a dcilrablc, 
deformity in embroidery a dilarnccablc, objid. 

Mciitaignc, who, of all nitn, except only Ar 
tie, feems beft to have underiluod human nature, 
quiring into the caufes why death appears more ten 
to the better fort of people than to the meaner, 
preffcs himfelf thus : • I do vciily believe, that 

* thofe terrible ceremonies and preparations wh 

• with we fet it out, that more terrify us than 

' thing itfelf ; a. new a.wd eovurary way of living, 

' cries of mothers, w\vts, ;^w\ Ocv\\^\^^, ^^^\^> 

' ailoniftied and affViaed £u^vve^%, \^^ ^\x^^\^^ 

' pale and blubbered fciv;itiU,^^^xVx^v.^^^^ 



< wiUi burning jtapers, qi^ hed&;^^ro0e$l,wi{;^jhy^-' 
! cians and divmes, in fine, nocluAg but'-g^iUiiieiitL 

* and horror roand about as,^ re^nder. it/o'foroudahte», 

* that a man almoft^ fancies himfelf dead and boriei 

* already [^]. ■ . 

« If the image of deatb* fays the fame author, .va% 

* to appear (has dreadful to an army, they would b^- 
' an army of whining milk-fops ; and where is the di£-: 
' ference but in the apparatus I thus in the field v(I 
' may add, at the gallows) what Is encountered witlir 

' gaiety and unconcern, in a fickbed becomes the.moft. ,. 

* dreadful of all objeds.' 

In Holland, the executions (which are . ii;er)r rarO^ 
gre incredibly iblenui. They^ are performed in.thft^ 
area before the fta^thoufe, and attendedbprall thejnar- 
giftrates. . Th^efiedof this folemiiity is inconceiv- 
able to thofe who ha?e not obferved it in Others, ^<^ 
^It it in themfelves ; and to tbi;, perhaps, more diant 
to any other caui<$» the rareaeA of ^xecDtions in .ithat; 
country is owing, 

;Now the fiol^wM^rO^etbodj. which I ihalt yjenttire 
^ prefipribe, as it yvould include, all tlie,threepardctt-» 
Urs of celerity,. privacy. .and.fokimQit]r» 'fo;wQiild ii^ 
I tbink» ^e^.v4]y remove .all ,ch^ ,eyih ci^npUi^fHi 
of, and which at pre&nt attend. die mamKr of i/ui 
fli^^gcapiv^ pmuihment, S 

Suppose thenj^ that jji^ count at the OU-Baily wai* : 
at the end of the. tris^s, to b^ adjovrttsd diiriDg;foM 
days; tha(« againil the ji^jomnment^y, ta .gattfOVi 
was eredied in the au^a before the court ;. that thp.rCKlft 
minals weje, all brpuglK down otitiiikt.i%.iAr0^ 
fenten<;e ; and th^t {1^8 wa#.«xecjat«i:thi^ ydry^mixm^^ 
after it was prpnpmicAd, in the fight and ptcfi^noe qI^ . 
the judges. ; j- 

Nodungcao, Ithi«ik, JrejUoagined (n^, even' toiv 
ture, whi(;h I am^aa ^cipy to die vQiy ^h^iPght ^oCid* 
Slitting) laore .temble ihaa fjM^ uxij^x^v^ym i fAtSil 
kayeit to any Aaa.tQ.i<|foli(0jbiiQfeIf.Q|iPB:rpfl^^^ 

w]»ejdtfttri9cli[a:ji4y4t^hc.QI4Sajyty» 9<'AJ^^ 
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Tjrbarn, would make the ilrongeft Impreifion on tU 
minds of every one. 

Thus t have, as well as I am able^ finifhed the ta(k 
which 1 propofed, have endeavoured to trace the evil 
from the very fountain-head, and to fhew whence it 
originally fprings, as well as all the fupplies it re- 
ceives, till it becomes a torrent, which at prefent 
threatens to bear down all before it. 

And here I muft again obferve, that if the former 
part of this treatife (hould raife any attention in the 
Wiflature, fo as effedually to put a flop to the luxury 
of the lower people, to force the poor to-induftry, and 
to provide for them when induftrious, the latter part 
of my labour would be of very little ufe ; and indeed 
all the pains which can be taken in this latter part, 
and all the remedies which can be devifed, witnout 
applyine a care to the former, will be only of the pal* 
liative kind, which may patch up the difeafe, and 
leflcD the bad effects, but never can totally remove 
it. 

Nor, in plain truth, will the otaioft feverity to nU 
fenders be juftifiable, unlefs we take every poflible 
nethod of preventing the offence. Nemo ad/upfUcU . 
ixigenda frevenit, ntfi qui remtiia con/umffit^ fays Se- 
BCca[^], where he reprefents the -gorernors of kin|« 
doms in the amiable light of parents. The fubjeS, 
at well as the child, fiiould be left without excufe be- 
fore he is pnniflied : for, in that cafe alone, the rod 
becomes the hand either of the parent or the magi* 
fbnte* 

All temptations therefore are to be carefully it- 
noved out of the way ; much lefs is the plea of ne« 
ceffity to be left in the mouth of any. This plea of ne- 
cellity is never admitted in our law ; but the reafon of 
that is, fays Lord Hale, becaufe it is fo difficult to 
diicwer the truth. Indeed that it is not always cer- 
tainly falfe, is fufficient fcandal to our jjolityj^for 
what can be more fliocking than to fee an induftnoot 
poor creature^ who is able and- willing to laboofi 

viSSfi* 
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forced by mere want into dilhonefliy, and that in a 
nation of i4ich ti:ade and opalence. 

Upon the whole, fomething (hould be, nay, mufi 
be done, or mach worfe confequences than nave hW 
therto happened, are very foon to be apprehended. 
Nay, as the matter now fiends, not only care for the 
public fafety, but common humanity, exa^s our 
concern on this occafidn ; for that many cart-loads of 
our fellow-creatures are once in fix weeks carried to 
Haughter, is a dreadful coniideration ; and this ia 
greatly heightened by reflecting, that, with proper 
care and proper regulations, much the greater part of 
thefe wretches might have been made not only happf 
in themfelves, but very ufefal members of the focietjr* , 
which they now fo greatly diihonour in the fight of all 
Chriftendom. 
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